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TOPOGRAPHICAL  AND  POLITICAL 

DESCRIPTIO 


OF    THE 

SPANISH    PART 

&F    THE 

ISLAND    OF    SAINT-DOMINGO, 


AL  L  the  natural  advantages  of  the  Spanifh  part 
of  Saint-Domingo  have  been  laid  before  the 
reader  in  the  firft  volume  of  this  defcription.  I  could 
have  added  numberlefs  other  particulars,  had  I  not 
feared  to  fatigue  him,  or  to  make  him  fufpect  that  I 
doubted  of  his  fagacity  in  fupplying  them  himfelf. 

But,  notwithftanding  the  multiplicity  of  refources 
that  the  colony  offers,  the  pride  of  the  Spanifh  Ame- 
ricans, the  pompous  arms  given  to  the  ifland  in  1508^ 
being  an  efcutcheon,  gueules,  with  a  band  of  filver* 
two  dragons'  heads,  gold,  as  the  guidon  royal  of  Spain, 
and  for  orl,  Cajiille  and  Leon  -,  in  fhort,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  incredible  value  the  Spaniards  fet  on  the  poiTef- 
fions  they  have  been  able  to  retain  in  this  immenje 


4  Defcriptien  of  the 

ifiand,  Spanilh  Saint-Domingo  is  in  reality  no  more 
than  a  dead  expence  on  the  mother  country. 

Spain  is  obliged  to  fend  annually  the  fums  neceffary 
for  the  expences  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  colony, 
which  I  am  now  to  give  an  account  of.  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  unite  here,  all  that  is  calculated  to  fatisfy 
the  curiofity  which  muft  naturally  be  excited  by  the 
firft  plan,  the  firft  fyftem.  conceived  in  Europe  for 
the  direction  of  diftant  fettlements,  the  natural  ftate 
and  lituation  of  which  required,  in  fome  fort,  a  new 
kind  of  government. 

In  general,  the  adminiftration  of  the  Spanifh  co- 
lony has  for  principles,  thofe  which  the  court  of  Spain 
has  adopted  for  all  its  colonies  in  the  New  World, 
and  this  adminiftration  has  preferved,  with  that  of  the 
mother  country,  as  much  analogy  as  local  circum- 
stances would  permit  of,  which  have  never  been 
yielded  to  except  when  imperious.  We  muft,  then 
in  fcudying  the  form  of  government  of  Saint-Do- 
rningo,  acquire,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  knowledge  of 
different  parts  of  the  organization  of  the  Spanifh 
monarchy,  and  of  the  government  of  the  other  colo- 
nies belonging  to  that  power.  We  muft  alfo  expect 
to  meet,  with  refpect  to  the  colonies  of  other  nations 
refemblances  which  ftrike  without  aftonifning  ;  becaufe 
Spain  being  the  firft  poffeffor;  and  almoft  the  exclu- 
iive  one  in  America,  other  nations  muft  neceflarily 
have  thought  it  wife  to  imitate  more  or  iefs  the  only 
example  they  could  poftibly  have,  when,  in  their  turn, 
they  were  about  forming  fettlements  in  the  fame 
quarter  of  the  globe. 
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The  Soanifh  Indies  (the  name  that  nation  gives  to 
Its  colonies  in  America)  having  been  by  law  declared 
an  unalienable  part  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  the  king 
is  the  fovereign  of  thefe  immenfe  countries,  and  he 
exercifes  all  the  authority  belonging  to  that  title.  He 
has  the  legiflative  power,  the  jurifdidtion  and  royal 
patronage,  the  nomination  to  all  places,  employments, 
and  offices,  all  the  rights  honorific  and  beneficial, 
which  are  an  apendage  of  a  full,  entire,  and  abfolute 
fovereign  ty,  fuch  as  that  enjoyed  by  the.  Spanilh  mo- 
narch. For,  the  pretended  deputies  of  the  eight 
kingdoms  of  which  Spain  is  compofed,  can  be  looked 
upon  as  mere  cyphers  only.  They  refide  conftandy 
at  Madrid,  as  the  permanent  committee,  erlablifhed  by 
the  Cortes  in  17 13.  This  committee  is  become  more 
infigfiificant  than  the  Cortes  themfelves,  which  an  arbi- 
trary fyftem  has  rendered  impotent  and  null,  by  not 
calling  them  together,  and  by  giving  the  royal 
pragmatick  the  right  of  fupplying  their  place, 
Belides,  the  Spanifh  Indies,  having  no  reprefentative, 
either  in  the  Cortes  or  the  deputies  of  the  eight  king- 
doms ;  it  is  very  correct  to  fay  that  the  will  of  the 
monarch,  with  refpect  to  them,  is  entirely  without 
check  or  counterpoife. 

In  the  exercife  of  this  unlimited  power,  the  firft 
agent  of  the  king,  is,  the  royal  and  fupreme  council  of 
the  Indies.  This  is  the  name  of  a  tribunal  created  in 
1524.  It  is  compofed  of  a  chief,  having  the  title  of 
Governor^  or  Preftdent,  which  is  frill  more  eminent 
fi-nce  the  king  fpmetimes  bellows  the  title  of  prefidei,t 
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on  him  who  is  already  governor.  In  the  ablence  of 
this  chief  of  the  council  he  was  commonly  replaced 
by  a  Grand-Chancellor,  but  the  poft  of  this  latter 
was  fuppreffed,  at  the  death  of  the  feventh  incum- 
bent, in  1776.  Befides  thefe,  the  Council  of  the 
Indies  has  feveral  counfellors,  which  were  eight  in 
number  at  the  time  of  its  creation,  two  attorneys- 
general,  two  fecretaries,  three  reporters  of  the  cham- 
ber of  juftice,  four  mailers  of  the  rolls,  a  treafurer- 
-general,  an  hiftoriographer,  a  cofmographer,  a  pro- 
feffor  of  mathematics,  a  taxer  of  cofts,  a  counfellor 
and  an  attorney  for  the  poor,  a  chaplain,  four  fer- 
geants  at  arms  or  door-keepers,  and  a  IherifF  for  the 
execution  of  its  decrees. 

This  council,  as  ancient  as  the  difcovery  of  the 
New  World,  has,  through  a  fatal  felf-love,  ever  had 
the  fame  views,  and  its  jurifdiftion  is  certainly  the  molt 
extenfive  and  moft  potent  of  any  tribunal  in  the 
whole  world.  It  takes  cognizance,  exclufively,  of  all 
matters,  by  land,  by  fea,  political,  military,  civil,  and 
criminal,  that  in  anywife  relate  to  the  Spanifh  Indies  j 
with  a  full  authority  over  the  vice-roys,  prefidents, 
courts  ofjuftice,  houfes  ofcontractation,  armies,  fleets, 
and  garrifons.  It  prepares  all  the  laws  for  the  Indies  ,- 
it  propofes  to  the  king  the  perfons  fit  for  the  places 
and  employments  of  vice-roys,  prefidents,  governors, 
auditors,  judges,  corregidors,  commandatories,  having 
lire  -  annuities  on  the  revenue  of  the  Indies.  It 
prefents  alfo  for  the  fix  archbifhopricks,  the  thirty-two 
biihopricks,  and  for  the  places  of  dignitaries,  canons, 
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and  prebendaries.  It  hears  appeals,  as  of  abufes,  from 
the  ecclefiaftical  judges  1  of  fupplication  againft  the 
judgments  of  the  royal  courts,  in  cafes  of  notorious 
injuftice ;  of  refufal  of  juftice,  or  when  the  object  of 
the  puriuit  rifes  to  a  certain  fum  j  it  fuperintends  the 
doctrine  of  the  mimonaries  1  in  a  word,  there  is 
nothing  which  relates  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  co- 
lonies, which  does  not  come  under  the  cognizance  of 
the  Council  of  the  Indies.  Accordingly  Valverde 
fays,  that  even  the  Roman  fenate  had  not  fo  extenfive 
a  jurifdiction. 

This  council,  which  has  already ^had  forty  prefidents, 
or  governors,  is  divided  into  three  chambers,  two  of 
which  attend  to  the  adminiftration,  and  the  other  to 
affairs  of  juftice.  There  is  a  camara3  a  fort  of  grand- 
chamber,  compofed  of  the  moft  ancient  counfellors, 
and  it  is  this  chamber  that  more  immediately  has  the 
power  of  decifion,  particularly  in  matters  of  legifla- 
tion.  At  the  time  of  their  admiffion,  the  counfellors 
(who  are  all  chofen  from  among  the  prefidents  or  an- 
cient auditors  of  a  chancery  or  an  audience),  fwear 
to  be  faithful  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  to  obferve 
the  ordinancies  of  the  council,  and  to  keep  its  delibe- 
rations fecret.  On  matters  of  government,  the  opi- 
nions of  the  members  are  accompanied  with  the  rea- 
fons  on  which  they  are  founded,  to  guide  the  king  in 
his  determination.  No  decree  of  the  council  can 
pafs,  if  there  are  lefs  than  three  members  prefent, 
and  in  cafe  of  a  difference  of  opinion,  the  deliberation 
|s  poftponed  to  another  day. 


8"  Spanijh  Part  cf  St.  Domingo. 

The  rule  of  the  council,  in  the  prefentation'  for 
pl::es  in  the  Indies,  is,  to  nominate  three  perfons  for 
e^:  place,  among  whom  the  king  may  make  his 
choice  ;  to  prefer  fuch  perfons  as  have  refided  in  thofe 
diftant  polfefiions,  and  not  to  recommend  relations 
of  members  of  the  council  nearer  than  the  fecond 
canonical  degree,  exclufively.  But  there  are  fome  proofs 
of  a  departure  from  this  laft  condition,  and  Spanifh" 
America  has  notlong  enough  enjc  y sd,  for  its  happinefs, 
tha:  which  is  given  in  the  appointment  of  Don  Bernard 
de  Galvez,  in  his  capacity  of  governor  of  Louisiana, 
and  of  vice-roy  of  Mexico,  which  he  obtained,  not- 
widiftanding  he  was  the  nephew  of  Don  Jofeph  de 
Galvez,  whom  we  have  feen  pre  £  dent-governor  of  the 
council  of  the  Indies,  from  1775  to  tnc  day  of  his 
death,  which  happened  in  1707  The  council  of  the 
Indies  is  no  more  a  fr.rict  obferver  of  the  obligation 
not  to  fuffer  folicitors  at  court ;  without  doubt,  be- 
caufe  it  belongs  to  miniders  of  every  worfhip,  to  attri- 
bute to  themfelves  a  portion  of  the  homage  it  brings, 
and  becaufe  authority  has,  we  all  know,  the  moil  con- 
flant  worlhippers. 

Matters  relating  to  the  war  department,  requiring 
information  of  a  particular  nature,  and  with  which 
civil  adminifcrators  and  lawyers  cannot  be  familiar, 
there  is  a  junto,  or  council  of  war,  added  to  that  of 
the  Indies.  In  this  affembly  military  counfellors  vote 
in  giving  their  reafons,  which  are  preferved  in  writing. 
Th;  council  has  alfo  contadors  who  form  a  chamber, 
for  the  examination  of  all  accounts  of  finance  within 
its  direction. 
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The  archives  of  the  council  of  the  Indies  would, 
with  any  people  of  a  character  different  from  thaC 
of  the  Spaniards,  be  extremely  precious.  Here  muft 
neceffarily  be  found  the  moft  fure  and  authentic  proof 
of  all  that  has  taken  place  with  refpeft  to  the  Spanifh 
porTeffions  in  America,  fince  the  difcovery  of  this 
quarter  of  the  globe.  They  muft  contain  fuch  an 
ufeful  collection  of  materials  for  hiftory  as  no  other 
depoiit,  perhaps,  ever  equalled.  We  have  feen,  how- 
ever, that  the  council  had  an  hiftoriographer,  he  is 
even  obliged  annually  to  give  a  proof  that  this  title  is 
not  in  vain  j  but,  convinced  without  doubt  of  the 
little  utility  that  his  labour  could  be  of,  he  has  no  zeal 
for  what  excites  but  a  trifling  defire,  or  elfe,  his  work 
remains  in  obfcurity,  like  every  thing  elfe  concerning 
die  adminiftration  of  Spain.  Befides,  in  what  man- 
ner muft  a  hiftory  be  written  under  the  infpection  of 
the  very  perfons,  whofe  adminiftration  would  be  the 
firft  thing  to  examine  ?  How  could  a  writer  be  even 
a  fimple  narrator  of  facts,  when  he  has  for  cenfors* 
thofe  whom  the  narration  may  blame  or  accufe  ? 
Hiftory  ought  to  have  for  its  companions,  truth  and 
liberty  j  it  is  by  thefe  alone  that  it  can  be  diftinguifhed 
from  impofture  or  bale  adulation. 

The  archives  of  the  council  are  under  the  fafeguard 
of  one  of  the  counsellors,  who  receives  what  the  two 
fecretaries  fucceilively  carry  to  him,  between  whom 
what  concerns  the  different  places  of  i^merica  is  tfif- 
itributed,  to  render  their  labour  equaj. 

Vol.  II.  B 
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Independent  of  the  council  of  the  Indies,  there  is 
in  Spain,  a  miniiter  of  the  Indies,  who,  of  the  fame 
department  as  the  council,  is,  however,  fubordinate  to 
the  latter.  He  even  would  feem  to  be  only,  in  fome 
fort,  the  agent  of  the  council,  except  the  king,  judg- 
ing it  neceffary  to  confult  his  fix  minifters,  afTembles 
them  in  a  committee,  becaufe,  then,  the  miniiter  of  the 
Indies  may  have,  by  his  advice,  fome  influence  on  the 
royal  determinations ;  but,  for  fome  years  paft,  the 
miniiter  of  the  Indies,  has  been,  at  the  fame  time, 
prefident  of  the  council  of  the  Indies. 

There  is  alfo  an  high  admiral  of  the  Indies,  a  poft 
of  fo  much  greater  eminence  as  Chriftopher  Colum- 
bus was  the  firft  that  filled  it,  and  as  it  belongs  to  his 
defendants  j  "but  this  poft,  atprefent  filled  by  Don 
Jofeph  Stuard  Colomb  of  Portugal,  of  Toledo,  and. 
of  Stolver,  duke  of  Varagua,  of  Werwick,  and  of 
Liria,  count  of  Ayala,  marquis  of  Jamaica,  the  fif- 
teenth admiral,  has  no  function,  fince  its  authority  has 
been  added  to  that  of  the  crown.  It  is  nothing  at 
prefent  but  a  qualification  that  calls  to  remembrance 
one  of  the  greateft  of  events,  and  that  of  a  pecuniary 
allowance,  in  nowife  proportioned  to  the  importance 
that  the  place  might  have. 

Befides  the  offices  abovementioned,  Spain  has  too  a 
Patriarch  of  the  Indies,  the  nineteenth  titulary  of 
which  is  now  exifting.  This  title  was  created  by 
Clement  VII.,  in  1524,  at  the  requeft  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.     This  alfo  is  nothing  but  a  title,  the  only 
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effect  of  wjiich  is  an  annual  allowance  to  the  perfon 
who  wears  it,  and  who  is  always  chofen  from  among 
the  moil  diftinguiihed  prelates  of  the  kingdom,  when 
it  is  not  conferred  on  the  grand  almoner  of  Spain. 

Having  thus  feen  in  whofe  hands  the  adminiftrative 
authority  of  the  Indies  refides,  in  the  mother  country, 
let  us  now  fee  how  the  Spanifh  colony  of  Saint-Do- 
mingo is  managed  and  governed. 

The  principal  and  immediate  chief  of  the  royal 
authority  in  the  colony,  has  the  title  of  Governor  and 
Captain  General,  Superintendent  of  the  Tribunal  of  the 
Crufade,  and  of  the  Public  Treafure,  and  Preftdent  of  the 
Royal  Court  and  Chancery  of  the  Spanifh  Ijland. 

This  title  of  prefident  of  a  royal  court  is  the  moil 
eonfiderable  in  the  Spaniih  Indies,  after  that  of  vice- 
roy, and  it  does  not  yield  the  precedence  to  any  other. 
They  call  a  vice-roy  him  who  fills  a  vice-royalty,  and 
who  is,  in  confequence  of  that  eminent  quality,  always 
prefident  of  one  or  more  courts-royal,  while  a  prefi- 
dent prefides  at  one  only,  and  a  fimple  governor- 
general  prefides  at. none  at  all.  There  are  only  four  \i*. 
ceroyalties  in  America  ;  that  of  Mexico,  that  of  the 
new  kingdom  of  Grenada,  and.  the  two  of  Peru;  the 
firfl  at  Lima,  and  the  fecond  eilabliihed  in  1777,  at 
Buenos- Ayres  •>  while  the  prefidents  are  as  numerous 
as  the  royal  courts,  not  comprifed  in  the  four  vice- 
royalties. 

The  tide  of  governor,  well  enough  known  by  its 
etymology,  gives  the  chief  of  the  colony  the  lead  in 
affairs  of  government,  as  the  title  of  captain  general 
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gives  him  the  lead  in  military  affairs.  This  title  is 
common  to  the  governors  of  provinces  in  Spain  ;  but 
we  muft  take  care  not  to  confound  it  with  the  mili- 
tary rank  of  the  fame  name,  which  is  equivalent  to 
that  of  marfhal  of  France. 

For  more  than  a  century  pall  the  government  of 
St-Domingo  has  been  beftowed  on  military  officers, 
only  one  of  whom  was  of  the  navy ;  I  mean  Don 
Jofeph  Solano,  then  a  captain  of  a  fhip  of  the  line. 
There  is  no  particular  rank  marked  out  as  a  necefiary 
qualification  for  this  poft,  which  has  been  fometimes 
filled  by  lieutenants  of  meflre-de-camp,  and  which 
has  never  been  occupied  by  a  perfon  of  higher  rank 
then  that  of  field-marihal.  It  has  been  frequently 
bellowed  on  omciers  of  the  king's  guard. 

The  prefident  has  the  exclufive  power  of  ordering 
in  whatever  concerns  military  matters,  and  confe- 
quentiy  names,  pro  interim,  commandants  and  other 
officers,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  that  happen ;  and  all 
that  relates  to  the  defenfe  of  the  colony,  to  peace  and 
war,  belongs  folely  to  him.  We  muft  not  forget  here, 
that  this  power  does  not  belong  to  him  as  prefident, 
but  as  captain-general. 

There  is  generally  a  commandant  of  the  arms, 
who  has,  under  the  prefident,  the  command  in  mi- 
litary affairs,  and  who  replaces  him  in  this  branch 
of  his  authority,  when  he  is  out  oftheifland,  or  when 
he  dies.  In  either  of  thefe  cafes  the  civil  government 
devolves  on  the  royal-court.  This  latter  can  never 
.  interfere  with  what  concerns  the  military,  and  if  a 
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decifion  of  the  prefident  or  of  the  commandant  of  the 
arms,  injure  any  one,  he  may  apply  for  redrefs  to  the 
junto  of  war  in  the  Council  of  the  Indies.  If  the  pre- 
fident is  abfent  or  decafed,  and  if  there  is  no  order 
from  the  king  difpofing  of  the  pofb  of  commandant 
of  the  arms,  the'fenior  auditor  exercifes  the  powers 
of  the  captain-general. 

The  prefident  is  obliged  to  communicate  annually 
to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  a  flate  of  the  members  of 
the  royal  court,  of  the  product  of  their  places,  and  to 
mention  thofe  of  thefe  places  which  are  vacant.  Neither 
he,  nor  the  royal  court  when  it  takes  his  place,  can 
make  any  but  temporary  appointments,  with  the  obli- 
gation of  not  choofing  perfons,  who  may  be  confidered 
as  devoted  to  the  nominators,  either  by  relation-fhip 
or  otherwife.  The  prefident  muft  confult  the  royal 
court  on  the  choice  of  perfons  appointed  temporarily, 
without  being  obliged  to  follow  the  council  given  hini; 
but  if  the  royal  court  believe  him  to  have  made  a  bad 
choice,  they  may  write  on  the  fubjecl;  to  the  Council 
of  the  Indies.  When  the  fenior  auditor  fills  the  place 
of  prefident,  he  can  only  propofe,  and  the  court  ap- 
points by  plurality  of  voices. 

The  prefident  ought  to  receive  the  aid  of  the  re- 
corder of  the  chamber  of  the  royal  court,  if  he  has  not 
a  clerk  of  the  government,  named  by  the  king.  Some- 
times the  clerk  of  the  government  is  at  the  fame  time 
recorder  of  the  chamber,  as  is  the  cafe  at  Santo-Do- 
mingo. This  union  of  offices  being  liable  to  infpire, 
in  the  prefident  and  the  court>  uiitruft  with  refpcct 
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to  the  independence  of  their  common  clerk,  the  pre- 
fident has  the  authority  to  appoint  one  for  lecret 
purpofes,  and  we  fhall  fee,  in  fpeaking  of  the  royal 
court,  that  it  may  alfo  employ  one  of  the  auditors  in 
drawing  up  what  it  wifhes  to  commit  to  writing, 
without  having  any  other  confident  than  its  own  mem- 
bers. 

When  the  prefident  writes  to  the  king  or  to  the 
Council  of  the  Indies,  he  ought  to  do  it  in  diftinguif- 
hing  the  different  fubjects  of  the  difpatches,  which  are 
written  half-margin  ;  notes  in  one  column  point  out 
what  is  treated  of  in  the  other.  He  generally  follows 
this  order  :  clergy,  politics,  finances,  military;  and  the 
neceffary  vouchers  ought  to  accompany  the  difpatches. 
This  is  the  form  of  the  correfpondence  of  all  thofe 
who  have  to  write  to  the  king  ;  that  is  to  fay,  mar- 
ginal notes,  indicative  of  the  contents,  and  the 
clafTmg  of  the  fubjects  in  the  above  order. 

The  power  of  granting  pardons  or  commutations 
of  penalties,  and  even  that  of  reprieves  and  fufpen- 
fions  of  judgment,  being  a  prerogative  purely  royal 
in  the  Spaniih  monarchy,  the  prefident  cannot  exer- 
cife  it,  unlefs  in  virtue  of  an  exprefs  or  fpecial 
authority  from  the  king. 

To  the  prefident  belongs  the  ordering  of  all  rela- 
ting to  the  good  government  and  police  of  the  towns. 
He  mayprefcribe  to  the  auditors,  to  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, to  the  aicades,  and  to  the  minifterial  officers  of  jus- 
tice, to  do  any  thingin  the  difcharge  of  his  office  aspre- 
ftdent  j  but  he  muft  avoid  employing  the  auditors  as 
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commiflaries,  except  in  particular  cafes,  when  it  would 
be  unfafe  to  truft  the  execution  to  any  one  elfe. 

He  may,  when  he  judges  it  conducive  to  the  public 
good,  form,  at  his  own  houfe,  affemblies  or  confe- 
rences, to  Which  he  admits  thofe  perfons  in  whom  he 
has  moil  confidence.  Another  prerogative  of  hijs 
place  is  to  appoint  as  affiftant,  in  government  matters, 
one  of  the  auditors,  and  it  is  very  rare  that  he  does 
not  make  ufe  of  this  mean  of  obtaining  new  infor- 
mation, and  in  deciding  on  the  cognizance. of  caufe. 

The  prefident  is  in  nowife  amenable  to  juilice  in 
the  royal  court  in  criminal  matters,  and  confequently 
he  is  flill  lefs  fo  to  the  other  tribunals  of  the  ifland. 
The  quality  of  immediate  reprefentative  of  the  king, 
at  a  great  diftance,  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  every 
active  authority,  the  inconvenience  of  depriving  it  of 
the  confideration  given  it  by  the  public  opinion,  all 
prefcribe  this  fort  of  inviolability,  which  is  not, 
however,  quite   abfolute,  as  we  mail  fee  further  on. 

The  royal  court  do  not,  however,  look  upon,  it 
that  this  pre-eminence  of  the  prefident  requires  of 
them  to  go  into  mourning  at  his  death  or  that  of  his 
wife.  The  court  ought  even  to  hinder  any  monument 
being  erected  to  the  memory  of  a  prefident  j  becaufe 
this  right  belongs  exclufiveiy  to  the  royal  family. 

The  prefident  can  poffefs  nothing  in  the  extent  of 
his  government,  carry  on  no  commerce,  nor  even 
poffefs  more  than  four  Haves.  This  prohibition  ex- 
tends to  his  wife,  his  children,  his  iecretaries,  and  to 
all  thofe  who  are  in  any  degree  his  retainers.    It  is  eafy 


.1,6  Defcription  of  the 

to  perceive  that  this  is  accompanied  with  a  prohibi- 
tion againft  marrying  in  the  extent  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  againft  fuffering  his  children  to  do  fo  .His 
place  is  reputed  vacant  the  moment  this  law  is  violated, 
even  if  it  be  done  indirectly  only. 

The  prefident  muft  conform  himfelf  to  the  orders 
given  to  his  predeceffors,  as  if  they  had  been  given  to 
himfelf,  fince  the  government  is  independent  of  the 
mutability  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  intrufted.  If  it 
happens  that  a  cafe  abfolutely  new  prefents  'tfelf  and 
the  prefident  is  obliged  to  decide  according  to  his 
own  judgement,  he  muft  give  an  account  to  the 
Council  of  the  Indies  of  what  he  has  done,  and  of  the 
motives  by  which  he  has  been  actuated. 

He  muft  take  care  to  fend  to  the  Council  of  the 
Indies  whatever  may  be  ufeful  as  materials  of  hifrory 
relative  to  the  Spanifh  colonies. 
.  He  is  alfo  required  to  addrefs  to  this  council,  all 
the  notes  and  neceiTary  papers,  concerning  fueh 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland  as  are  worthy,  from  their 
behaviour  or  fervices,  of  being  taken  advantageous 
notice  of. 

All  belonging  to  the  place  of  prefident  is  far  from 
being  comprehended  in  what- 1  have  here  given  an 
account  of  j  but  there  are  fome  particulars,  which  not 
being  relative  to  him  alone,  will  find  a  place  mOre 
naturally  further  on.  It  is  thus,  to  comprehend 
another  branch  of  his  power,  we  mull  confider  him  as 
prefident  of  the  royal  court,  and  confequntely  we 
fnuft  fpeak  of  the  latter,  fince  it  is  the  depofitary,  of 
great  authority.  In 
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In  1509  the  king  eftablifhed  the  royal  court  and 
chancery  of  Santo-Domingo,  compofed  of  a  prefident, 
who  is  at  the  fame  time  governor  and  captain-general, 
four  auditors  (oydors),  who  are  alfo  criminal  judges 
(alcades  del  crimen),  an  attorney  general,  an  alguazil- 
major,  a  delegate  from  the  Grand-Chancellor  of 
Spain,  and  other  officiers  and  minifters  neceiTary 
in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 

At  this  time,  the  extent  of  territory  of  the  royal 
court  was  nothing  fhort  of  that  of  all  the  Spanifh. 
conqueft;  but  it  was  reftrained  on  the  14th  of  Sept. 
1526,  to  the  Spanifh  Antilles,  the  government  of 
Venezuela,  New-Andaloufie,  Rio  de  la  Hache,  de- 
pendant on  the  government  of  St.  Martha,  and  to 
what  then  depended  on  the  government  of  Guyana,  or 
province  of  Eldorado.  Thus  the  eaftern  boundary, 
of  the  royal  court,  was  the  extremity  of  the  Spanifh 
poffeffions  in  the  Antilles;  tothefouth,.the  four  courts 
of  the  kingdom  of  Grenada,  Terra  Firma,  Guatimala 
and  New-Spain  -,  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  the  coafts  on 
the  borders  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico.  The. limits' of 
the  court  of  Santo-Domingo  were  thus  narrowed,  on 
account  of  the  eftablifhment  of  the  court  of  Mexico, 
in  1527,  to  counteract  the  immenfe  power  of  Cortez, 
as  that  of  Santo-Domingo  had  been  to  check  that 
of  admiral  Diego,  fon  of  Columbus. 

The  court  of  St.  Domingo  hasiince  loft  what  it 
had  to  the  weft  of  the  river  la  Hache,  and  I  have 
laid  in  the  defcription  of  the  city  of  Santo-Domingo, 
that  it  has  recently  had  taken  from  it  what  now  forms 
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the  court  of  Caraca;  fo  that  it  has  no  jurifdiction 
on  the  Terra  Firma. 

Though  the  royal  court  has  preferved  a  vaft  terri- 
tory, by  the  mean  of  the  iflands  of  Porto-Rico,  Saint- 
Domingo  and  Cuba,  this  territory  ought  not  however, 
to  be  looked  upon  as*  the  meafure  ofthe  power  of  its 
chief,  unlefs  it  be  fimply  as  prefident ;  fmce  his  pre- 
rogatives and  power,  as  governor  and  captain-ge- 
neral, are  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  Spanifh  colony 
of  St.  Domingo.  Cuba  and  Porto-Rico  have  each 
a  governor,  absolutely,  independent  of  that  of  Saint- 
Domingo,  in  every  thing  concernig  the  government 
and  the  military. 

The  cognizance  of 'what  I  have  mentioned  as  ap- 
pertaining to  the  governor,  captain-general,  is  ex- 
preilly  witheld  from  the  royal  court,  who  ought  to 
meddle  with  nothing  but  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
fuch  as  allotted  to  them ;  unlefs  the  abfence  of  the 
prefident,  out  of  the  ifland,  or  his  death,  puts  the 
civil  adminiftration  of  the  colony  into  their  hands. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  prefident  cannot,  under 
any  pretext  whatever,  take  cognizance  of  any  thing 
belonging  to  civil  decifions.  If  he  were  to  aflift  at  the 
trial  of  a  caufe,  the  fitting  would  be  for  him  purely 
honorific  -3  but  his  title  of  prefident  is  not  lefs  realj  as 
we  fhall  have  occafion  to  fee.  He  muft,  however, 
and  this  is  one  of  his  principal  duties,  fee  that  juftice 
is  done  to  every  one,  and  procure,  if  neceflary,  the 
perfect  execution  of  the  fentences  of  the  divers 
tribunals. 
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The  competence  of  the  royal  court,  which  gives 
judgement  in  the  name  of  the  king,  confifts  in  the 
cognizance  of  appeals  from  the  decifions  of  ordinary 
judges,  of  the  magiftrates  of  cities  or  municipalities, 
even  from  thofe  of  the  prefident,  if  given  on  ajudi- 
ciary  object,  and  one  of  the  parties  thinks  himfelf 
injured.     If  the  prefident,  in  a  matter  fpecially  attri- 
buted to  himfelf,  were  to  exceed  his  powers,  the 
courtis  authorized  to  make  reprefentations  to  him ; 
but  if  he  ftill  perfift,   unlefs  in  cafe  pf  iminent  danger 
from  die  meafures  he  has  taken,  the  court  mult  con- 
tent itfelf  with  informing  the  king,  with  all  the  deli- 
cacy poffible,  and  efpecially  to  guard  againft  making 
-tlie  affair  public.    If  the  competence  of  the  prefident 
be  matter  of  doubt  only,  the  court  muft  defer  its  decir 
(ion  and  fign  along  with  him  what  has  been  decided 
on  in  conference,  refervingto  itfelf  the  right  of  writing 
to  the  king   afterwards,  with  this  particularity,  that 
if  there  have  been  many  opinions,   all  the  perfons  of 
one  opinion  write  feparately  from  thofe  of  another, 
opinion,  and  each  give  their  reafons. 

The  royal  court  may  give  letters  of  delay,  not  for 
all  the  debts  of  a  debtor,  but  for  fome,  with  this  oblir 
gation,  that  it  be  previously  proved,  that  he  his  unable 
to  pay  at  the  time,  and  that  bail  be  found  for  payment 
at  the  end  of  fix  months. 

The  prefident  may  take  fecret  information  againft 
the  auditors,  in  -fending  fuch  information  fealed  to  the 
Council  of  the  Indies ;  but  he  has  ho  right  to  touch 
their  perfons,  With  refpec"i  to  the  court,  it  can  take  no 
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information,  even  fecret,  againft  the  prefident,  unlefs 
in  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  king,  though  they  may 
write  freely  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  touching 
their  chief.  But  with  regard  to  objects  of  whatever 
nature,  the  court  may  fend  memoirs  to  the  king, 
without  being  obliged  to  communicate  them  to  the 
prefident,  to  whom  they  would  be  fent  by  the  Council 
of  the  Indies,  if  they  found  it  neceffary  to  give  him  an 
-account  of  the  bufmefs.  To  fupport  thefe  memoirs 
the  court  my  confine  itfelf  to  the  fact,  ordering  it  to 
be  proved,  and  the  prefident  neither  ought  nor  can 
oppofe  it. 

In  cafe  the  court  mould  wifli  to  take  cognizance 
of  a  thing  which  the  prefident  thinks  beyond  its  com- 
petence, he  mull  produce  the  royal  fchedules  on 
which  his  opinion  is  founded,  and  even  if  this  com- 
munication appears  to  him  either  fuperfluous  or 
attended  with  inconveniencies,  his  exprefs  declaration 
ought  to  fuffice  to  put  a  flop  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  court. 

When  the  prefident  dies,   or  is   abfent  from  the  . 
ifland,  the  dean  of  the  auditors  takes  on  him  all  the 
powers  of  civil  governor,  and  the  court  muft  then  fend 
monthly,  an  account  of  all  that  pafTes  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies. 

At  all  times,  one  of  the  principal  duties  of  the 
court,  is  to  protect  the  inferior  tribunals  and  all  the 
juJges  of  the  firft  degree.  It  cannot  itfelf  be  a  firft 
degree  of  jurisdiction,  except  in  cafes  expreffely  pro- 
vided for  by  the  laws  of  Caftille.     In  confequence  of 
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the  fame  principle,  it  cannot  pronounce  on  the  prin- 
cipal, but  on  the  demand  of  a  party,  and  after  having 
declared  that  it  finds  the  matter  therein  difpofed  of. 

If  the  opinions  on  a  caufe  are  equally  divided, 
the  attorney-general  is  called,  provided  his  funftion 
is  not  interefted,  if  fo  they  have  recourfe  tothe-coun- 
cellors  ;  but  the  choice  of  thefe  fubftitutes  of  the  audi- 
tors belongs  to  the  prefident.  The  difficulty  is  ex- 
plained to  thofe  who  are  called  in,  and  after  having 
fworn  to  keep  the  deliberation  fecret,  they  vote  Ian:, 
that  the  opinions  given  by  the  judges  may  ftill  tend 
to  place  the  matter  in  a  clear  light  before  them. 

The  conteftations  relative  to  nobility  and  to  the 
rights  which  it  gives,  can  never  be  laid  before  the 
court,  which  ought  to  refer  them  to  the  court  of 
Caftille :  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  legitimating 
which  depends  on  the  king  only. 

The  court  takes  cognizance  of  appeals  as  of  abufe 
in  ecclefiaftial  matters,  in  conforming  itfelf  to  the 
laws  of  Caftille  made  on  this  fubjecl,  and  declares  only 
whether  there  is  any  abufe  or  not,  being  extremely 
prompt  in  fuch  affairs.  But  it  ought  not  determine  on 
pronouncing  pecuniary  penalties  or  feizure  of  tem- 
poralities of  the  ecclefiaftics,  except  in  the  cafes  where 
they  fhow  an  obftinacy  in  refufmg  to  obey  the  deci- 
fions  of  juftice. 

In  what  belongs  to  its  own  difcipline  and  interior 
adminiftration,  the  royal  court  is  obliged  to  follow 
the  cufloms  of  the  chanceries  of  Caftille,  without  other 
vacancies  in  its   fittings  than  thofe  of  folemn  days. 
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■  The  place  where  it  aftembles,  and  which,  for  that 
ifeafon  takes  the  name  of  court-houfe,  is  alfo  marked 
out  bylaw  as  the  place  of  refidenee  of  the  prefident, 
the  depofitory  of  the  royal  feal  and  of  the  archives, 
the  printing  office  and  the  prifon. 

Every  day,  holidays  excepted,  are  days  of  reports 
-or  pleading  in  the  royal  court.  On  the  former,  the 
court  is  affembled  for  three  hours,  and  hears  the 
.reports  of  fuits  and  the  reading  ofrequefts.  The  days 
of  audience  it  gives  an  hour  more  for  the  pleadings 
and  for  lectures,  by  the  auditors  themfelves,  of  the 
drafts  of  the  decifions  already  given. 

The  fittings  open  at  feven  o'clock,  during  the  fix 
months  when  the  days  are  longeft,  and  at  eight  during 
the  other  months. 

The  afternoons  of  mondays  and  thurfdays  are  al- 
lotted to  the  deliberations  of  the  body  of  the  court, 
on  all  queftions  touching  its  functions.  The  prefident 
is  obliged  to  attend,  and  the  other  members,  who 
,are  hindered  from  attending  by  fufficient  caufe,  are  re- 
quired to  make  their  excufes  to  the  prefident,  which 
ouo-ht  to  be  done  alfo  in  all  the  other  branches  of 
their  functions  ;  for,  abfence,  without  fuffreient  caufe, 
from  the  fervice  of  the  audience  and  reports,  takes 
from  the  auditors  half  the  benefit  of  the  day.  Aa 
annual  certificate  of  the  clerk  ought  to  be  given,  pro- 
ving to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  that  the  court  has 
fulfilled  its  obligations  towards  the  public. 

It  is  in  an  afiembly  of  the  court  that  the  prefident 
opens  the  difpatches  of  the  king  or  others,  addreffed 
collectively  to  the  prefident  and  the  court, 
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The  caufes  fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  the  court,. 
form  two  lifts:  one  compofed  of  ordinary  caufes, 
the  other  of  fuch  as  are  delayed  or  refered  for  foms 
reafon :  thefe  two  lifts  are  expofed  in  each  chamber 
of  the  court ;  and  the  order  of  trial  is  that  of  the  lifts, 
conformably  to  the  priority  of  conclusion,  that  is  to 
fay,  of  their  being  in  a  ftate  of  receiving  fentence$ 
and  in  order  the  better  to  afcertain  this  priority, 
the  clerk  to  whom  each  fuit  has  been  committed 
certifies  under  his  own  hand,  the  day  of  its  eonclu- 
fion.  There  is  no  exception  to  this  rule  of  equity 
except  in  favour  of  certain  caufes  where  the  poor  are 
concerned,  or  thofe  of  the  treafure.  There  is  every 
week  a  fitting  particularly  allotted  to  the  appeals  of 
police,  another  to  thofe  of  vacant  fucceiTions,  and  a 
third  to  the  affairs  of  the  poor. 

The  fentences  or  decifions  are  figned  by  all  tha 
judges,  though  the  majority  only  have  given  their 
voice  in  favour  of  them,  and  even,  to  avoid  the  de- 
nials in  important  caufes  fufceptible  of  producing  an 
application  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  the  juniof 
auditor  muft,  in  thefe  caufes,  write  on  a  regifter, 
which  remains  fecfet  in '  the  hands  of  the  prefident, 
the  voice  of  each  one,  in  a  manner  purely  indicative 
and  without  particulars. 

The  court  has  a  particular  regifter  for  the  delibe- 
rations relative  to  matters  of  government  3  another 
for  the  difpatches  on  the  fame  matters  and  on  tht 
different  objects  of  its  competence,  difpatches  of 
which  it  is  obliged  te  fe»d  &«mualry  to  the  Goiincil 
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of  the  Indies  a  copy  certified  by  its  clerk.  A  re- 
gifter  for  the  deliberations  with  refpect  to  the  public 
treafure  ;  one  containing  the  letters  to  the  king 
written  by  the  clerk,  and- one  of  thofe  which  it  judges 
neceffary  to  have  drawn  up  by  an  auditor  j  one  where 
an  account  is  kept  of  the  fervices  rendered  by  the 
different  citizens,  fo  that  the  copy  ^vhich  is  fent  to 
the  Council  of  the  Indies,  may  ferve  to  make"  them 
known  and  to  caufe  to  be  diftinguifhed  thofe  men 
who  are  ufeful  in  different  ways  j  one  where  are  en- 
tered the  refult  of  the  rejidenc.es,  and  a  fummary  of 
which  muft  be  delivered  to  the  prefident,  to  enable 
him  to  make  his  choices  with  propriety ;  finally,  a 
regifter  containing  the  name  of  all  thofe  who  come 
from  Spain  to  occupy  places  in  the  colony, 

The  auditors  of  sthe  court  vote  in  the  inverfe  order 
of  their  reception.  When  one  of  them  is  challenged, 
he  anfwersto-  the  reafons  ailedged,  and  if  they  are  ad- 
mitted, he  cannot  remain  prefent  on  the  trial  ->  if  the 
challenge  is  rejected,  he  who  made  it  pays  about  fifty 
five  doDirs  fine. 

WLi  there  remains  a  fingle  auditor  the  royal 
court  is  looked  on  as  exifting,  and  I  know  of  no  law 
which  points  out  what  ought  to  be  obferved  in  the 
cafe,  very  extraordinary  without  doubt,  of  all  the  four 
being  dead  or  abfent. 

When  the  fenior  auditor  fills  the  office  of  prefident, 
he  does  all  that  the  prefident  had  a  right  to  do;  but  in 
cafes  of  the  particular  attributes  belonging  to  the 
prefident,  all  the  auditors  united  deliberate  in  com- 
mon, and  the  fenior  alone  does  not  decide. 
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When  the  court  judges  it  proper  to  difpatch  fome 
one  charged  with  a  commiffion  on  its  account,  the 
-choice  of  the  perfon  fent  belongs  to  the  prefident. 

The  royal  court  can  difpofe,  for  its  own  expences, 
only  of  the  produce  of  fines  (penas  de  camara),  or 
of  the  funds  appropriated  to  judiciary  expences.  In 
cafe  of  infufficiency,  it  muft  apply  to  the  prefident, 
who,  if  he  thinks  it  necefTary,  gives  orders  for  fur- 
nifhing  funds  from  the  public  treafury,  in  conforming 
himfelfto  the  rigour  of  his  inftru&ions  on  this  point. 

The  court  is  obliged  to  wear  mourning  for  perfons 
of  the  royal  family,  and  this  expence  is  taken  from 
the  expences  of  juftice. 

At  the  firft  court  in  each  year,  the  ordinances 
touching  the  duties  of  its  members  ought  to  be  read. 
The  court  makes  out  a  lift  of  the  expences  of  juftice;, 
or  fees,  and  communicates  it  to  the  Council  of  the 
Indies. 

Now,  in  examining  what  concerns  the  auditors 
more  particularly,  we  fhall  again  find  fome  particulars 
relative  to  the  prefident  and  to  the  royal  court. 

The  fenior  auditor,  though  called  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  prefident,  owes  the  fame  fervices  as  the 
others,  and  muft  carry  the  wand  like  them.  This 
wand  is  white  and  very  flender  and  bending,  and  is 
the  mark  of  the  officers  of  juftice,  who  always  carry  it 
while  in  the  exercife  of  their  functions.  At  the  extre- 
mity of  this  wand  is  a  little  crofs  cut  in  the  wood,  on 
which  the  officer  receives  the  oaths.  .  This  wand 
infpires  a  refpect  to  which  the  Spaniards .  are  accuf- 
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turned  from  their  infancy  j  the  fight  of  it  is  fufficient 
to  obtain  the  aid  of  all  thofe  whom  the  officer  chooies 
to  call  on,  and  he  who  mould  dare  to  refill  it  would  be 
guilty  of  rebellion.  The  wand,  when  carried  by  an 
auditor,  ngnifies  that  he  is  a  judge  of  civil  aud  cri- 
minal caufes,  different  from  the  auditors  of  the  courts, 
"where  there  are  alcades  for  the  criminal  only. 

The  eldeft  auditor  is  fpecially  charged  with  the 
recovery  of  the  executions  delivered  by  the  Council 
of  the  Indies,  and  he  retains  three  -per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  that  he  recovers. 

The  court  can  receive  no  demand  made,  in  civil 
matters,  by  the  preftdent,the  auditors  and  the  attorney- 
general,  on  any  thing  relating  to  themfelves,  their 
wives,  children,  or  brothers.  This  demand  muft  be 
carried  before  tat  ordinary  alcades,  and  by  appeal 
to  Council  of  tne  Indies,  if  the  caufe  relates  to  any 
thing  ofathoufand  crowns  in  value.  However,  if  the 
adverfe  paFty  does  nGt  diftruft  the  influence  againft 
which  this  law  provides,  the  appeal  may  be  carried 
before  the  court.  With  the  fame  confidence,  the 
plaintif  may  apply  to  the  royal  court  for  the  firft 
degree  of  jurifdiction,  though  his  adverfary  be  a 
member  of  that  tribunal. 

But,  in  cafe  of  a  criminal  charge  againft  the  auditors 
or  the  attorney-general,  the  prefident  and  the  ordinary 
.alcades  are  the  judges.  If  an  auditor  is  called  on  as  a 
witnefs,  he  cannot  make  his  depofition  unlefs  as  the 
court  may  judge  proper,  left  the  facility  of  conver- 
ting the  judges  into  wrtneffes  might   put  it  in  the 
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power  of  parties  to  take  thofe  from  the  bench  whofe 
integrity  they  moft  fear. 

The  prefident  annually  names  an  auditor  who  is 
charged  with  the  fuperintendence  of  the  public 
officers,  with  the  reception  of  complaints  againft 
them  as  to  matters  not  meriting  a  formal  ptirfuit,  and 
with  their  punifhment. 

The  auditors  are,  in  their  turn,  fubjed>  to  fines 
for  their  abfence  without  fufficient  caufe,  or  for  other 
failures  of  that  fort ;  but  thefe  fines  the  law  recom- 
mends to  be  made  ufe  of  but  fparingly,  for  fear  that 
their  frequent  repetition  fhould  derogate  from  the 
refpecc  due  to  the  character  of  judge  j  a  perfon  ap- 
pointed by  the  prefident  keeps  an  account  of  thefe 
pecuniary  penalties,  that  the  fums  may  be  deducted 
at  each  quarterly  payment. 

One  of  the  objects  which  the  legiflature  feems  ever 
to  have  had  in  view,  is  to  guard  the  magiitrates  againfl 
every  fort  of  corruption  or  fedudlion.  The  firft  and 
principal  mean,  with  refpect  to  the  auditors,  who 
hold  the  ftril  rank  as  magiitrates  in  the  colony,  is  the 
£arethatis  taken  to  name  them  temporarily  only,  and 
to  make  them  pafs  from  one  court  to  another.  Befide* 
this,  the  prefident,  the  auditors  and  the  attorney- 
general,  cannot  be  fathers  in  marriage  or  godfathers 
to  any  one  under  their  jurifdiclion,  nor  thefe  to  them, 
but  only  one  with  refpecl  to  the  other  or  with  thofe 
of  their  relations,  w7hich  are  of  that  rank  which  renders 
it  impofiible  for  them  to  be  their  judges.  The  pre- 
fident, the  auditors  and  the  attorney-general  mull  vifit 
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no  one,  muft-go,  whether  in  a  body  or  fingly,  ton® 
efpoufal,  wedding  or  interment,  except  in  extraordi- 
nary or  obligatory  cafes. 

The  auditors  mult  not  live  with  the  barrifters,  re- 
porters, fecretaries  or  clerks,  nor  fuffer  thefe  to  vifit 
them.  If  they  fail  to  obferve. thefe  duties,  after  having 
been  twice  reminded  of  them  by  the  prefident  or  by 
their  arTociates,  they  are  fubject  to  a  fine  of  the  amount 
of  the  income  of  a  day.  They  mull  be  equally  careful 
that  thofe  who  have  fuits  pending  do  not  keep  accom- 
pany with  themfelves  or  their  wives. 

The  auditors  can   carry    on    no  trade   or  com- 
merce, poffefs    neither  habitations,  land,  or  gardens, 
on  pain  of  the  lofs  of  their  places  and  a  fine  of  two 
thcufand  ducats,  two  thirds  of  which  goes  to  the  re- 
venue and  the  reft  to   the    informer.     Neither  can 
they  make  any  acquifition,  put  out  money,  or  execute 
powers  of  attorney,  and  their  wives  and  fuch  of  their 
children,   as  are  under  their  direction  and  power  are 
fubjefted   to  the  fame  prohibition.    This  rigour  ■  is 
fufficient  to  prove  that  they  would  be  highly  culpable 
if  they  were  to  accept  of  prefents,  fince  the  prefident 
and  the   auditors  ought  even   to   avoid  living  on  a 
familiar  footing  with  any  one  not  of  their  own  family. 
The  prefident  is  fpecially  ordered  to  fee  that  the  wives 
of  the  auditors,  and  other  officers   of  juftice  do  not 
form  connections  with  other  women  of  the  place  they 
inhabit.  The  auditors  can  be,  neither  councellors  or 
arbitrators,  and  with  regard  to  their  marriage  and  that 
of 'their  children,  the  rules  relative  to  the  prefident  is 
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common  to  them,  and  the  Council  of  the  Indies  ought 
to  be  informed  of  every  infraction  of  them. 

The  auditors  wear,  as  I  have  already  faid,along  robe 
like  the  councellors  of  Spain,  and  they  have  a  right 
to  decorate  their  horfe  with  a  huoling,  when  they  ride. 

Like  all  other  public  agents,  they  can  poffefs  but 
one  poll;  at  a  time,  and  cannot  abfent  themfelves  from 
the  iiland  without  permiffion  from  the  king,  which  is 
common  to  all  the  members  of  the  royal  court. 

The  auditors  may  be  cited  to  receive  a  reprimand, 
but  this  mull  be  in  fecret.  If  it  is  for  fome  trifle, 
the  fenior  auditor  is  ordered  to  take  verbal  infor- 
mation, in  place  of  doing  it  in  writing. 

There  being  no  criminal  alcades  in  the  royal  court 
of  Santo-Domingo,  every  auditor,  indifcriminately,  is 
obliged  to  hold,  for  three  months,  what  is  called  the 
provincial  audience ',  on  tuefdays,  thurfdays  and  fatur- 
days,  in  the  evening j  that  is  to  fay,  take  cognizance, 
in  the  firii  inftance,  of  the  civil  caufes,  ariling  in  the 
extent  of  five  leagues  from  the  city,  under  the  appeal  to 
the  royal  court,  at  the  time  of  the  decifion  of  which  the 
auditor  who  flrit  gave  judgement  cannot  be  prefent. 

I  mould  here  have  much  to  add  concerning  the 
auditors,  but  this  will  naturally  enter  when  I  come  to 
confider  them  in  the  functions  effential  to  the  court, 
in  what  they  poiTefs  and  are  bound  to  in  common 
with  other  officers,  and  I  wifh  to  avoid  repetition 
and  confufion. 

The  fifcal  is  the  king's  officer  and  a  fort  of  attorney- 
general  in  the  fovereign  court  of  France,    His  robe 
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is  like  that  of  the"  auditors,  and  like  them  enters  the 
peal  where  are  the  judges  of  the  royal  court  on  days 
of  audience,  and,  though  he  has  no  voice  in  the  de- 
cifionS  6f  the  tribunal,  he  may  affift  at  his  fitting,  if 
he  thinks  proper ;  becaufe  it  is  his  duty,  only  when 
the  intereft  of  the  fifcal  are  agitated.  The  prefident 
is  obliged  to  inform  him  when  there  is  an  extraor- 
dinary court  to  be  held. 

The  principal  duty  of  this  agent  of  public  miniftry, 
is  to  maintain  the  royal  prerogative,  and  to  watch 
oVer  the  execution  of  the  law  and  the  punifhment 
of  offences.  On  this  account  he  ought  to  fpeak  and 
act  always  when  fuch  objects  are  in  queftion,  and 
confequently  he  has  the  right  to  take,  when  he  thinks 
proper,  cognizance  of  what  is  written  by  the  king  to 
the  royal  court,  of  all  the  acts  and  inftruments  in  the 
archives.  He  may  inform  the  king  of  whatever  he 
judges  neceffary,  and  if  he  has,  in  fuch  cafe,  need  of 
proofs  by  examination,  the  royal  court  prefcribes 
them.  As  the  exercife  of  his  functions  is  of  very 
high  importance,  and  has  he  could  not  attend  to  the 
defence^  of  private  interefts  without  facrificing  the 
time  neceffary  to  the  defence  of  the  general  interefts, 
he  cannot  act  as  a  councellor  or  arbitrator,  and  even 
to  abfent  himfelf  he  mult  have  the  permifliort  of  the 
prefident.  From  the  moment  that  he  is  hindred 
from  executing  his  functions  by  any  caufe  whatever 
the  exercife  of  them  devolves  on  the  junior  auditor, 
unlefs  the  auditors  are  in  i'o  fmall  number,  that  ,the 
prefident  finds  it  preferable  to  appoint  a  councellor 
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le  fupply  his  place,  which  may  alfo  be  done  by  the 
#ourt,  when  it  replaces  the  prefident. 

When  the  prefident  judges  caufes  of  government, 
the  attorney-general  mult  be  prefent.     He  is  a  party 
in  all  the  tribunals  in  whatever  relates  to  the  treafure 
and  other   matters,  and  for  this  reafon  he  has  fubfti- 
tutes  or  folicitors.    All  the  caufes  of  police  ought  t© 
be  examined  by  him  or  his  fubftitutes  ;  he  afSfts  at  the 
fates,  made  for  the  profit  of  the  treafure,  and  he  takes 
the  lead  of  all  the  fifcal  agents.    He,  with  the  oJrleeFS 
of  domains  or  royal  treafury,  vifits  the  ihipson  their 
arrival  and  on  their  departure,  to  watch  over  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  contraband,  and  to  profecute 
in  cafe  of  contravention.   ;  He  oppofes  the  acquittal 
of  the  ordinances  of  the  prefident  at  the  treafury,- if 
they  are  not  conformable  to  the  orders  and  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  king  j  he  annually  renders  an  account,  t© 
tha  Council   of  the  Indies,   of  the   deliberations  in 
fifcal  matters,  and   fends  to   it  a  fcatement  of  the 
caufes  m  which  the  fifcal  is  interefted. 
!   The    prohibitions  impofed  on  the   prefident  and 
auditors  with  refpe-fr.  to  marriage  and  acquisitions,  in 
the  relations  of  their  magiilerial  life,  are  net  enough 
for  him;  he  mull,  befides,  watch  over  the  adherence 
to  thefe   rules  in  the  other  minifters  of  juitiee,  and 
guard  himfelf   againft  reprimandes,   to  which  he  is 
fubject.  in  the   fame  manner  as  the  auditors.     He  fe 
ordered  to  hinder  the  temporary  officers,  named  by 
the  prefident,  from  prolonging  their  functions  beyond 
the  term  fixed  en..-  ' 
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In  proportion  as  the  miniftry  of  this  officer  is  for- 
midable, he  ought  to  be  cautious  in  exercifing  it;  h6 
ought  not,  then,,  accufe  without  having  an  informant 
to  fupport  his  .accufation,  unlefs  in  cafe  expreffly 
marked  out  by  the  law,  or  of  public  notorety,  and 
this  which  undoubtedly  repofes  on  his  wifdom,  dif- 
penfes  in  fuch  cafes  with  his  giving  fecurity  to  anrwer 
for  the  calumny  or  coil,  a  fecurity  to  which  the  infor- 
mer is  fubject.  The  attorney-general  may  challenge 
a  judge  of  the  court,  but  he  is  obliged,  like  a  fimple 
individual,  to  prove  the  grounds  of  his  challenge. 

He  annually  renders  an  account  to  the  Council  of 
the  Indies,  of  things  of  importance  touching  the 
public  order,  after  having  conferred  on  the  fubjecl: 
with  the  preiident  and  the  royal  court;  and  if  they  are 
jfot  of  his  opinion^  it  is .  not  lefs  lawful  for  him  td 
jfubmit  it  to  the  council. 

If  it  mould  be  found  neceffary  for  him  to  have  a 
fsubftitute  in  the  royal  court,  the  latter  would  have 
'the  right  of  naming  him  and  of  fixing  his  falary. 

In"  fpeaking  of  other  parts  of  the  adminiftration 
and  other  public  officers,  other  particulars  will  appear 
regarding  the  attorney-general ;  but  which  I  cannot 
introduce  here,  without  running  the  nfk  of  a  repe- 
tlon  hereafter. 

We  have  feen  that  the  royal  court  had,  at  its 
creation,  an  alguazil-major,  who  is  properly  fpeaking, 
a  fort  of  high  fheriff.  He  has  the  fame  rank  and  pre- 
rogatives as  the  alguazil- majors  of  Valadolid  and 
Grenada.     He  fits  at  the  audiences  and  follows  the 
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attorney-general  in  the  ceremonies.  He  executes 
the  orders  of  the  court,  and  the  ordinances  of 
police  in  the  place  of  its  refidence.  Before  he  enters 
on  his  functions,  he  muft  fwear  before  the  auditors,  and 
this  formality  is  equally  required  of  the  lieutenants 
which  he  has  the  choice  of,  provided  that  he  does  not 
take  them  from  among  the  retainers  of  the  prefident 
or  auditors,  and  that  he  can  affirm,  like  the  lieutenants, 
that  his  choice  is  not  the  effect  of  a  bargain  between 
them. 

He  alfo  choofes  the  keepers  of  the  prifons  of  the 
court  (alcades  de  las  carceles),  and  prefents  them  to 
the  tribunal  for  examination.  At  the  executions 
there  muil  be  a  lieutenant  of  the  alguazil-major  pre- 
sent, unlefs,  in  very  particular  cafes,  the  court  fhould 
•order  him  to  attend  himfelf.  When  an  auditor  or 
other  perfon  is  fent  as  commifiary  of  the  court, 
the  alguazil-major  may  infift  on  accompanying  him, 
if  the  audience  do  not  decide  otherwife ;  but  he  has 
no  greater  retribution  than  every  other  alguazil,  and 
in  his  abfence  the  court  appoints  one  in  his  place  who 
has  all  his  rights. 

If  the  royal  officers  of  thofe  of  the  domains  take 
an  alguazil  to  vifit  veffels,  it  is  the  alguazil-major 
who  accompanies  them.  Both  he  and  his  fubftitutes 
are  obliged  to  attend  the  fittings  of  the  court,  on 
pain  of  a  fine,  applied  to  the  relief  of  poor  prifoners, 
and  to  efeort  the  auditors  when  they  go  in  a  body. 
They  muft  alfo  patrol  during  the  night  for  the  public 
tranquility,  or  anfwer  for  the  damage  which  their 
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negligence  may  occafion.    Another  of  their  duties  is 
to  vifit  public  places,  to  prevent  diforder. 

The  alguazil-major  and  his  lieutenants  may  arreft 
any  one  taken  in  the  fact ;  if  by  day,  they  conduct 
the  offender's  before  the  court,  or  they  put  them  in 
fyrifon,  an'd  give  information  to  the  court  the  next 
morning.  -An  exactitude  to  arreft  in  virtue  cf  the 
mandates  of  juflite,  is  alfo  ^n  obligation  that  muft  be 
fcrupulbufly  fuffilled,  and  for  the  better  maintenance 
"of  the  police,  the  alguazil-major  ought,  the  faturday 
of  every  week,  fender  an  exact  account  of  what  he 
has  done.  Finally,  this  officer  ought  never  to  forget, 
that  he  his  comprehended  among  the  perfons  prohi- 
bited to  buy  or  contract,  that  he  may  be  independent, 
and  impartial  in  the  exercice  of  his  functions,  which 
may  have  great  influence  on  the  public  tranquility. 

Each'  court  having  a  chancery  belonging  to  it, 
the  feals  are  there  deposited.  In  all  ftates  this  fign  of 
fovereignty  obtains  the  higheri  marks  of  refpect,  be- 
came it  gives  the  public  fanction  to  differents  acts. 
and,  accordingly  5  when  new  feals  are  fent,  the  court 
itfelf  is  obliged. to  go  in  a  body  to  receive  them  at  the 
landing  place.  They  are  placed  on  a  horfe  richly 
caprifonned.  The  prefident  walks  on  the  right,  the 
dean  of  the  auditors  on  the  left,  and  all  is  done  with 
as  much  folemnity  and  refpect  as  if  the  king  him felf 
were  intering.  The  feals  are  carried  to  the  court - 
feoufe,  where  they  are  placed  on  a  fpot,  at  once  fafe 
and  refpe&able.  The  feal  is  applied  to  the  acts,  in 
paper  and  on  coloured  wax.  ■  Every  things  blued  by 
the  court  it  ought  to  be  fealed. 
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It  belongs  to  the  Grand-Chancellor  of  the  Indies, 
that  is  to  fay,  to.  the  chief  of  the  Council  of  the  Indie.§, 
to  which  office  this  place  has  been  added,  to  name  a 
fubftitute  for  himfelf  to  the  royal  court  of  Santo-Do- 
mingo i  and  as  the  title  of  chief  of  the  regifter  was 
joined  to  that  of  Crand-Chancellor,  the  fubftitute  is 
alfo  charged  with  that  branch.  The  fees  of  the  feal 
and  regiftering  are  fixed  at.  the  triple  of  thofe  of  Val- 
ladolid  and  Grenada. 

This  fubftitute  takes  his  place  in  the  court  at  the 
head  of  the  bench  of  the  councellors.  He  has  alfo 
the  particular  care  of  a  chamber,  where  there  are  two 
bureaux,  one  of  which  contains  the  fuits  clofed  by 
the  court,  with  a  label  on  each  fuit,  and  the  other  all 
the  ads,  the  pragmaticks  and  the  fcheduks, ;  eftablir 
fhing  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  royal  court. 

In  the  courts  there  are.  perfons  fpecially  charged 
with  the  duty  of  making  the  report  of  the  fuits,  whe- 
ther in  civil  or  criminal  matters.  Thefe  reporters 
are  named  by  the  prefident.  of  the  Council  of  the 
Indies.  They  muft  be  graduates,  and  muft  take, 
before  they  enter  on  their  functions  in  the  court,  an 
oath  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  laws  and  rules  of 
that  tribunal.  If  they  fail  to  attend  at  the  fittings 
at  the  time  they  ought  to  make  their,  reports,  they 
are  fined.  In  the  interlocutories  thefe  reports  are 
verbal,  and  in  other  cafes,  in  writing,  unMs  the  fuit 
be  for  lefs  than  a  hundred  dollars.  The  report  ought 
to  contain  the  principal  points  of  each  fuit,  the  proofs, 
the  fubftance  of  the  writings  aad  obfervations  on  ttie 

E  2 
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procedure,  to  determine  whether  it  is  regular  or  not. 
In  criminal  matters,  however,  the  auditors  themfel- 
ves  read  the  depofitions.  The  report  or  relation 5 
to  make  ufe  of  the  Spanifli  word,  mull  be  figned 
and  certified  by  the  reporter,  who  reads  it  to  the 
counfel  of  the  parties,  and  the  attorneys,  who  are 
obliged  to  attend  the  furmmons  given  for  this  lecture, 
under  the  penalty  of  a  fine.  The  parties  pay,  in 
equal  portions,  the  coils  of  the  report,  and  the  re- 
porters obtain  executions  to  compel  fuch  payment. 

The  reporter  ought,  befides,  to  make  out  an 
explanatory  memorial  of  the  caufe  for  the  judges, 
when  the  parties  requeft  it,  and  his  fignature  guaran- 
ties its  veracity.  He  cites  and  numbers  the  different 
articles, .  and  if  he  -  omits  an  important  fact  he  is 
mulcted  in  ten  dollars  fine,  or  in  a  fine  fixed  by  the 
prefident  if  the  omiflion  is  trifling.  The  reporters 
cannot  change  with  each  other  the  fuits  diitributed 
among  them  s  they  muft  conform  themfelves  to  the 
fixed  rates,  fign  their  receipts,  lodge  near  the  court- 
houfe,  avoid  living  with  the  judges,  be  paid  their 
fixed  falaries  out  of  the  cofts  of  juftice,  and  conform 
themfelves  to  the  prohibition,  already  often  men- 
tioned, againfl  contracting  and  acquiring 

The  clerk  of  the  chamber  (efcrivano  de  camara) 
occupies  a  place,  the  produce  of  which  is  farmed, 
but  he  is  fubmitted  to .  an  examination  of  capacity. 
He  is  obliged  to  attend  at  the  fittings  of  the  court, 
half  an  hour  before  they  begin,  to  receive  the  requefts. 
Tt  is  his  duty  to  caufe  the  fuits  to  be  diflributed,  and 
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to  inform  the  attorney-general  of  thofe  in  which  his, 
office  requires  him  to  intereft  himfelf,  and  to  whom  he 
ought  even  to  fend  them.  Through  him  the  re- 
porters ought  to  receive  the  fuits  three  days  after 
they  are  definitively  concluded.  When  an  auditor 
charged  with  a  commiffion,  prefcribes  a  proof,  it  is 
his  duty  to  receive  it.  The  fentences  ought  to  be 
written  in  his  hand,  and  on  the  very  day  of  palling 
them,  he  muft  notify  them  to  the  parties,  which 
takes  place  alfo  towards  the  attorney-general,  when 
he  is  a  party,  if  he  has  not  been  prefent  at  the  deci- 
sion. He  muft  keep  a  regifter  of  the  fines  laid  by 
the  royal  court,  and  deliver  an  abftract  of  them  to 
the  collector,  each  week.  He  makes  the  commu- 
nication of  the  writings  without  difplacing  thejn,  and 
can  return  no  one  without  the  feal  of  the  court.  His 
fees  are  fixed  by  a  tarif,  and  he  gives  a  receipt  of 
them. 

Before  I  fpeak  of  the  other  officers  of  the  royal 
court,  comprehended  under  the  denomination  of  mi- 
nifterial  officers  (miniftros),  I  muft  fay  fomethingof 
the  legiftation  of  the  clergy  and  other  tribunals, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  parts  of  the  religious, 
judiciary,  or  financical  adminiftration. 

There  is  in  Spain  a  code  of  laws  of  the  Indies, 
under  the  title  of  Collection  of  the  laws  of  the  kingdoms 
of  the  Indies.-  The  publication  of  them  was  provided 
for  bylaw  in  168 1,  and  in  them  is  found  all  that  is 
prefcribed,  for  thefe  diftant  countries,  which  has  not 
been  abrogated.     Whatever  is  contained  in  this  col- 
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le&iori  has  the  force  of  a  law.  A  fecond  edition  of 
it  was  printed  in  1756,  (  *  )  and  I  am  informed, 
that  at  this  time  a  third  is  under  hand.  One  cannot 
help  obferving  on  this  fubject,  the  difference  between 
the  characters  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  French,  fince 
'there  is  not  one  of  the  colonies  of  the  latter  which 
lias  not  a  voluminous  code  of  its  own. 
r '  One  of  the  rules  prefcribed  for  the  Indies,  is  to 
conform  to  the  laws  of  Caftille,  in  all  cafes  where 
thofe  of  trie  Indies  are  mute ;  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  in  Spain,"  when  the  laws  of  Caftille  are  filent,  the 
romari  laws  are  confulted,  and  that  in  ecclefiaftical 
matters,  the  canon  law  is  the  rule  that  is  invariably 
followed.  • 

4  The  laws  emanate  immediately  from  the  monarch, 
and  prefcribe  to  look  on  as  nul  all  fuch  as  are  de- 
termined on  upon  erroneous  reafons,  or  from  a  mif- 
reprefentation  of  real  facts.  They  ought  befides,  to 
remain  unexecuted,  if  not  legalized  by  the  feal  of  the 
Council  of  the  Indies.  When  the  law  is  efientially 
bad,  it  muft,  however,  be  executed,  with  the  referve 
of  the  reprefentations  of  the  royal  court  and  thofe 
who  are  enabled  to  carry  truth  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  unlefs  the  bad  effect  of  the  law  would  be  irre- 
parable and  of  fcandalous  confequence. 

The  laws  for  the  Indies  are  figned  by  the  king,  and 
when  the  Council  of  the  Indies  propofes  to  him  to 
make  or  abrogate  thefe  laws,  it  muft  be  by  a  plurality 

(*)  In  four  Volumes,  fmall  folio. 
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of  two  thirds  of  the  voices.  But  from  a  cuftom  not 
exempt  from  dangers,  independently  ofthefelaws, 
there  are  befides  royal  fchedules,  pTovifiOns  and  even 
fimple  difpatches,  which,  under  pretence  of  main- 
taining and  explaining  the  law  may  weaken  or 
change  it.  It  can  never  be  difTembled,  that  the  per- 
manence of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  and  even  its 
pride,  is  a  check  againft  innovations,  and  the  {lability 
of  places  in  the  mother  country  is  another,  againft 
the  fluctuation  and  deftruction  of  principles. 

The  fchedules  relative  to  the  finances,  ought  to  be 
depofited  in  the  royal  courts,  thofe  for  the  public 
treafure  in  a  particular  regifter,  and  all  thofe  addreffed 
to  the  prefident,  as  chief  of  the  court,  make  alfo  a 
part  of  its  deports.  I  mall  obferve  here,  that  the 
law  orders,  that  the  fending  of  a  law  to  fome  one, 
cannot  be  conceived  as  attributing  to  him  the  cogni- 
zance of  what  it  prefcribes  or  forbids. 

The  municipal  corps  have  fent  them,  at  their  ex- 
jpence,  copies  of  the  general  laws,  and  alfo  of  the  re- 
gulations of  the  royal  court,  when  they  concern  them. 
With  refpefr  to  the  regulations  that  thefe  municipal 
bodies  make  for  their  local  government,  their  execu- 
tion may  be  authorifed  for  two  years  by  the  royal 
court,  who  fends  them  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies. 
If  it  is  the  prefident  who  approves  of  them,  they 
have  a  provifionary  execution  till  the  court  has  exa- 
mined them.  Butin  this  examination,  as  in  that  of 
every  local  regulation,  the  fp'rit  of  the  laws  of  Spain 
mult  be  adhered  to  as  nearly  as  pomble. 
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If  a  council  other  than  that  of  the  Indies,  writes  to 
the  government  or  the  court,  the  difpatch  muft  be 
fent  to,  the  Council  of  the  Indies. 

The  iav/s  of  the  Indies  bear  all  the  marks»of  the 
profound  refpect  which  the  Spaniards  have  for  their 
religion,  and  I  (hail  not  fail  to  give  the  reader  feveral 
proofs  of  this,  in  fpeaking  of  the  clergy. 

In  all  the  Indies  the  patronage  belongs  exclufively 
to  the  king.  The  prefident  exercifes  it,  and  he  names 
a  perfon  to  amft  even  at  the  examination  of  the  doc- 
trine, during  the  vacancy  of  the  epifcopal  chair.  The 
attorney-general  alfo  muft  attend  to  matters  of  pa- 
tronage. 

Ecclefiaftical  immunities  are  fpecially  recommended 
in  the  Indies,  where  the  feamen  may,  however,  be 
taken  from  the  churches  and  convents,  and  fent  to 
Spain. 

The  archbimop,  before  he  takes  poiTeffion  of  his 
fee,  muft  take  an  oath,  before  a  fecretary  or  notary,  to 
acknowlege  the  royal  jurifdiclion  and  patronage  and 
the  rights  referved  to  the  king.  If  he  does  not  ex- 
hibit a  proof  of  having  done  this,  the  government 
ought  to  oppofe  his  reception.  The  archbifhop  is 
obliged  to  refide  in  his  fee,  which  rule  is  general  for 
all  public  officers  in  Spain,  and  he  cannot  return  to 
the  kingdom,  without  the  king's  permiffion.  With 
refpecl  to  his  jurisdiction,  the  royal  court  ought  to 
oppofe  all  encroachments  that  he  might  attempt,  but 
this  court  is  equally  charged  to  aid  the  authority  and 
refpecl;  to  the  dignity  of  the  prelate.    . 
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•  The  revenue  of  the  vacant  benefices  and  the  pro- 
perty of  the  deceafed  prelates  belong  to  the  king,  in 
virtue  of  a  concordate  made  with  the  holy  fee,  which 
can  exercife  no  immediate  authority  in  the  colonies, 
finceno  brief  nor  bull  can  be  there  received  and  pu- 
blifhed,  if  not  accompanied  with  the  fanction  of  the 
Council  of  the  Indies ;  and  the  embarlador  of  Spain 
at  Rome,  ought  even  to  fee  that  none  are  there  delive- 
red without  the  confent  of  the  council. 

Every  twelve  years,  at  lead,  there  ought  to  be 
held  provincial  councils,  at  which  the  prefident  afllfts 
on  the  part  of  the  king,  and  a  fynod  council  every 
year,  an  obligation  that  the  prefident  mult  take  care 
to  fee  fulfilled.  Before  the  refult  of  the  former  can 
be  publifhed,  it  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the  Council 
of  the  Indies,  and  with  refpect  to  the  fecond,  it  is 
fufficient  for  it  to  be  fent  to  the  prefident  and  royal 
court,  who,  if  they  difapprove,  fend  it  to  the  Council 
of  the  Indies. 

The  archbifhop  has  an  ordinary,  and  the  rights 
belonging  to  this  dignity  in  the  chapter.  He  muil 
attend  to  the  abfence  of  the  prebends,  and  here  the 
prefident  alfo  has  an  aclive  power  \  for  the  whole 
chapter  are  obliged  to  obferve  the  regulation  of  refi- 
dence.  The  capitulatory  formalities,  the  drefs  of 
the  archbifhop,  of  the  canons,  dignitaries,  the  deco- 
ration of  the  altars,  the  ritual,  all  muft  take  for  model 
the  cathedral  of  Seville,  on  which  we  muft  recollect 
Santo-Domingo  depended,  before  it  became  anarch- 
bifhoprick. 

Vol  II.  F 
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When  the  fee  is  vacant,  the  attention  of  the  prefi- 
dent  becomes   more   neceffary,  and  his  influence  is 
at  all  times   fuch,  that,  with  his  fan6tion,  the  arch- 
bifhop  may  difmifs  an  ecclefiaftic  of  irregular  life.     If 
even  it  mould  be  a  preacher,  where   zeal  mould  fo 
carry  him  away,  as  to  leave  no  hope  of  reftraining  him 
within   the   bounds  of  difcretion,   by  the r  means  of 
admonition,  the  prefident  might  fend  him  to  Spain. 
As   the  king  defrays  all  the  expences  of  divine 
fervice,  the   tithes   belong   to  him,  in  confequence  of 
a  conceffion  of  the  pope.  They  fhould  to  be  collected 
on  the  articles  and  in  the  proportion  following  j  for 
it  is  eafy  to  perceive  by  the  enumeration  of  the  articles 
alone,  that  there  are  many  of  them  not  produced  in 
the  Spanifh  colony,  at  lead  now,   and  that  fome  of 
them  have  never  been  produced  there. 

On  wheat,  rye,  barley,  millet,  indian-corn,  oats, 
peace,  lentils,  french-beans,  vetches,  and  all  other 
grain,  garden  vegetables  and  feeds,  one  meafure  out 
of  ten  •,  and  of  things  not  meafurable,  a  tenth  is  taken 
as  near  as  poflible,  without  defalcation,  either  for  feed, 
rent,  or  any  other  expences  whatever.  Thejameis 
obferved  with  refpeel  to  rice  and  cocoa,  when  in  a 
ftate  fit  for  fale. 

On  kids,  lambs,  fucking  pigs,  chicken,  goflings, 
ducklings,  young  pigeons,  though  for  home  confump-' 
tion,  the  tenth,  by  the  head  5  which  takes  place  alfo 
with  refpeel:  to  calves,  horfe  and  mare  colts,  mules  and 
aifes,  old  enough  to  be  fhod,  and  as  to  pigs  and 
fowl/they  are  taken  at  the  age3  when  they  can  live 
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without  the  old  ones.  As  a  half  is  due  on  every  five, 
the  tithingman  takes  one  and  pays  for  the  other  half, 
under  eftimation,  if  neceflary. 

The  tenth  of  all  milk  fold  is  taken,  of  hog's  lardy 
cheefe,  wool,  and  all  fruits  whatever,  though  confu- 
medat  home,  except  of  pine  apples  and  villotas.  The 
tenth  is  paid  for  of  honey,  wax,  fwarms,  flax,  hemp, 
cotton,  fhumae,  madder,  woad,  chalk  and  mindon  j  of 
cochenille  and  indigo.  With  regard  to  the  tithe  on 
herbage,  it  is  paid  in  money,  and  of  frik  one  cod  out 
often. 

Of  fugar,  fuch  as  is  clayed  pays  five  per  centum  -, 
the  refined,  fkimmed;  the  fontaines,  molafles,  the 
clarified,  the  mixed,  the  coarfe  firop  and  the  bitter 
firop,  four  per  centum.  One  cafiavi-bread  out  of 
twenty,  the  tenth  of  the  caffavium. 

No  one  is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  tithes, 
and  even  the  king's  domains  are  fubjecled  to  them, 
or  are  reckoned  in  the  product.  No  perfon  can  quit 
his  canton  unlefs  he  has  paid  his  tithes  -,  the  fiiliery  and 
the  chace  are  exempted. 

There  are  no  perfonal  tithes.  The  country  tithes 
are  due  only  conformably  to  the  inflruments,  and  do 
not  comprehend  metals  and  other  things  excepted  in 
the  bulls. 

The  firft  fruits  are  the  fame  as  in  the  archbifho- 
prik  of  Seville.     In  general  half  a  fanegue  ( 1 )  is  due 

( 1 )  The  fanegue  is  a  weight  nearly  equal  to  a  hundred  pounds 
troy. 

Fa 
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of  any  thing  making  fix  fanegues,  but  nothing  either 
above  or  below  this  quantity.  Of  the  article  cannot 
be  eflimated  by  fanegues,  it  is  valued  in  the  proportion 
above  mentioned.  If  milk  as  much  is  due  as  can  be 
milked  the  firft  night. 

The  product  of  the  vacancies  is  not  demanded 
till  four  months  after  the  new  incumbent  has  taken 
pofTeflion,  and  it  is  eflimated  at  the  mean  rate  of  the 
five  preceding  years. 

The  ecclefiaflicks  can  fill  no  employment,  nor  can 
they  ..carry  on  any  kind  of  trade  or  commerce.  They 
are  not,  however,  forbidden  to  have  plantations,  and 
Valverde  is  a  perfonal  proof  of  this. 

The  royal  court  may  require  of  the  prelate  to 
make  his  diocefian  vifits,  and  to  call  fynods,  if  he  ne- 
glects this  part  of  his  duty,  and  he  may  even  aft  againfl 
jiim  or  any  ecclefiaftical  judge  whatever,  if  either  was 
to  caufe  a  ceffation  of  divine  functions,  after  the  court 
had  ordered  the  fufpenfion  to  be  taken  oft.  When 
the  royal  court  has  pronounced  fentence  of  banifh- 
ment  againfl  an  ecclefiaftic,  it  mufl  fend  him,  with 
the  profecution,  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies.  This 
precaution  is  not  the  only  one  required  of  the  court 
towards  the  clergy  3  for,  if  indecent  requefls  are  ad- 
drefifed  to  it  againfl  the  archbifhop,  it  mufl  caufe  them 
to  be  torn,  and  all  the  requefls  againfl  the  perfons  of 
the  clergy  are  read  in  fecret. 

Neither  the  prefident  nor  the  members  of  the  royal 
court  nor  their  wives,  can  enter  the  infide  of  the  con- 
vents of  the  nuns,  nor  go  into  the  parlours  at  hours 
when  they  are  not  commonly  open. 
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The  attorney-general  examines  the  caufes  which 
go  before  the  ordinary  touching  the  immunities  of  the 
church.  He  ought  alfo  to  make  complaint  againft  the 
difpofitiori  made  by  the  ecclefiafticks  of  what  they 
have  acquired  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  of  the 
councils. 

With  regard  to  the  cures,  they  are,  in  Spanifh -St. 
Domingo,  fubmitted.  to  the  choice  of  the  archbifhop. 
The  regular  clergy  alfo  acknowledge  his  jurifdiction, 
and  as  they  cannot  go  into  the  Indies  without  adif- 
mifiion,  without  being  acknowledged  by  the  attorney 
of  the  million,  to  which  they  are  attached,  and  with- 
out the  permiffion  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  who 
takes  care  that  they  are  furnifhed  with  alms  or  the 
viatica>  who  ought  to  procure  them  what  is  neceflary 
for  their  voyage,  there  are  fo  many  precautions  that 
ought  naturally  to  be  taken  that  they  may  be  chofen 
in  fuch  fort  as  to  produce  no  fcandal. 

But  there  is  a  fcandal  to  reafon  and  humanity  with 
which  the  Spanilh  government  has  ftained  the  New 
World  j  and  that  is,  the  tribunal,  the  very  name  of 
which  excites  horror,  becaufe  it  indicates,  an  exami- 
nation into  what  man  ought  to  have  entirely  in  his 
own  bread,  when  even  he  has  nothing  left  on  earth, 
his  confcience. 

As  "early  as  the  year  15 17,  the  cardinal  of  Toledo, 
inquifitor  general,  gave  the  bifhops  of  Santo-Domingo 
and  Conception  de  la  Vega  commifiions  as  inqui- 
fitors,  for  their  refpedlive  jurifdidions. 

The  25  of  January   1569,  was  the  difaftrous  day  on 
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which  a  law  opened  to  the  mquifkion  a  door  to  this 
part  of  the  world;  and  ever  fince  the  26th  of  De- 
cember li  571,  it  has  had  three  tribunals,  one  at  Lima., 
another  at  Mexico  and  a  third  at  Carthagena ;  it  is 
on  this  laft  that  Spanifh  St.  Domingo  depends. 

Each  of  thefe  tribunals  is  compofed  of  two  inqui- 
fitors, an  attorney-general,  an  alguazil-major,  a  col- 
lector, a  feeret-notary  and  other  fubalter  officers, 
neceffary  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  holy-office.  Though 
Santo-Domingo  is  not  the  chief  place  of  the  refidence 
of  the  tribunal,  the  reader  will  pardon  me,  perhaps, 
if  I  give  here  fome  account  of  the  reception  which 
the  law,  orders  mould  be  given  to  the  inquifitors  on 
|heir  arrival  in  the  chief  place,  at  the  time  of  the  foun- 
dation of  the  tribunal,  be  caufe  it  feems  well  calculated 
to  give  an  idea  of  that  degree  of  depreflion  to  which 
the  fpirit  of  the  people  is  funk.     . 

When  the  veffel  bearing  the  inquifitors  is  come  to 
anchor,  they  give  the  governor  notice  of  their  arrival, 
that  he  may  prepare  them  appartements  in  a  convent^ 
or  if  there  be  no  convent,  in  a  decent  dwelling  houfe. 
When  they  land,  the  artillery  by  land  and  fea,  fire  a 
falvo  s  and  this  is  alwys  on  a  funday  or  holyday,  in 
the  morning,  when  the  greatefl  poffible  pomp  is 
difplayed.  The  bifhop  and  chapter,  the  governor 
and  municipal  body,  wait  for  them  on  the  beach.  The 
proceffion  begins  in  the  following  order.  The  bifhop 
or  archbifnop  takes  the  fenior  inquifitor  on  his  right 
hand,  while  the  governor  takes  the  right  of  the  junior 
inquifitor.    if  the  bifhop  is  abfent,  the  fenior  inqui- 
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fitor  walks  between  the  junior  inquifitor  and  the  go- 
vernor, the  former  on  his  right  and  the  latter  on  his 
left.  The  attorney-general,  after  having  made  the 
fign  of  the  crofs,  takes  the  ftandard  of  the  faith,  and 
walks  with  it  between  the  dean  of  the  chapter  and  the 
lieutenant  gevernor,  or  between  the  two  perfons  next 
in  dignity ;  then  eomeS  the  alguazil-major  between 
the  two  next,  and  fucceffively  the  collector  and 
fecret-notary,  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  proceffion  thus  advences  to  the  cathedral, 
where  they  are  received  with  the  crofs,  by  the  clergy, 
finging  Te  deum.  The  inquifitors  and  their  officers 
go  into  the  greateft  chapel  on  the  gofpelfide,  where 
there  are  three  feats  of  velvet  placed,  for  the  inqui- 
fitors  and  their  attorney-general,  with  a  carpet  and 
two  cufhions  only,  which  are  for  the  inquifitors.  The 
officers  are  feated  on  the  bench  covered  with  a  carpet, 
The  bifhop  and  chapter  are  in  the  choir  ;the  governor 
and  the  municipal  body  on  the  epiftle  fide.  A  folemn 
mafs  of  thanks -giving  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  holy 
office  is  fung.  Then  the  governor  and  others,  take 
the  canonical  oath,  and  the  fcheduie  and  provifions 
of  the  inquifitors,  who  are  conducted  to  their  appart- 
ments,  in  the  fame  Order  as  to  the  cathedral. 

Some  days  after  the  inquifitors  publifh  the  edict  of 
the  faith.  The  governor  and  municipal  body  attends 
them.  The  firft  inquifitor  is  in  the  middle,  the  fecond 
on  his  left,  and  the  governor  on  his  right.  The  at- 
torney-general is  between  the  two  perfons  next  in 
confequence  after  the  governor,  and  with  regard  to 
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the  alguazil-major,  the  collector  and  fecret-notary, 
they  go  with  the  municipal  magiftrates  (regidors). 
Arrived  at  the  church,  tvvo  canons  prefent  holy- 
v/ater  to  the  inquifitors,  and  conduct  them  to  their 
place,  in  the  great  chapel,  already  mentioned,  where 
they  fit  at  all  the  acts  of  faith.  If  the  inquifitors  come 
to  the  church  on.  the  days  of  folemn  feftivals,  they 
have  the  chapel  to  themfelves  alfo,  but  then  the 
canons  are  not  to  accompany  them,  as  at  the  acts  of 
faith. 

If  a  public  act  of  faith  is  to  be  folemnized,  at  which 
the  biihop,  the  chapter,  the  governor  and  municipal 
body  ought  to  aflift,  it  is  in  the  fame  order  as  that  of 
the  public  entry  on  the  arrival.  The  proceffion 
goes  to  the  amphitheatre  erected  on  the  public  fquare; 
there  the  biihop  and  his  chapter  range  themfelves 
on  the  right,  the  governor  and  town-magiftrates  on 
the  left,  the  inquifitors  under  a  canopy.  If  the  biihop  is 
abfent,  the  dean  takes  the  left  of  the  junior  inquifitorj 
and  in  going  to  the  amphitheatre,  the  governor  takes 
the  place  of  the  biihop,  on  the  left  of  the  fenior 
inquifitor,  and  the  dean  on  the  left  of  the  junior;  but 
arrived  at  the  amphitheatre,  the  governor  and  dean 
take  the  left  of  the  inquifitors  j  the  chapter  being  on 
the  right  and  the  municipal  body  on  the  left.  The 
alguazil-major  of  the  town  mufl  alfo  be  on  the  fquare, 
becaufe  the  police  during  the  day  is  committed  to 
him. 

The  agents  of  the  inquifitor,  that  is  to  fay,  his 
contador,  or  minifter  of  the  finances,  the  doctor  in 

divinity 
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divinity  and  others,  precede  thofe  whom  all  the  tri- 
bunal .ought  to  precede,  becaufe  they  are  look  upon 
.as  making  part  of  it. 

It  is  from  the  producl  of  the  confifcations  made  by 
the  inquifition  that  its  minifters  are  paid,  unlefs  their 
infufficiency  obliges  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
public  trealure.  In  every  cathedral  church,  there  is 
a  canonicate  left  vacant,  the  income  of  which  is  re- 
ferved  for  the  inquifition.  Its  officers,  named  pro  inte- 
rim (who  are  appointed  by  the  vice-roy,  from  the 
attorney-general  inclufively),  have  only  the  half  of 
the  falary  attached  to  their  places.  The  officers  of 
the  inquifition  are  exempted  from  impofts,  except 
that  oialcabela. 

The  number  of 'familiars  of  the  holy-office  is  inde?- 
terminate,  and  they  may  carry  on  commerce,  becauie 
they  are  not  looked  upon  as  members  of  the  inquifi- 
tion. I  pafs  over  in  filence  a  crowd  of  particulars, 
which  would  be  merely  hiftorica!,  to  come  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  tribunal,  eflablifhed,  by  the 
with  of  the  grand  inquifitor  and  royal  pleafure,  at 
Cafthagena,  exercifes .  its.  jurifdiction  at  Santo-Da- 
mingo. 

There  is  a  commifiary  who,  though  he  might  be  a 
lay  man,  is  an  ecclefiaftick,  and  almoft  always  a  canon 
-of  the  cathedral,  an  alguazil  and  feveral  familiars.  I 
have  already  obferved,  that  the  power  of  the  inquifition 
is  almoft  nul  in  the  Spanim  colony  of  St.  Domino-o, 
.and  it.  is  an  advantage  that  it  enjoys  ftiB  more  than 
any  other  of  the  Spanifh  colonies,  though  the  inqui- 
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fition  in  thefe  latter  is  much  lefs  fevere  than  in  the 
mother  country. 

The  commifTary  of  the  inquifition  is  far  from  en- 
joying the  plenitude  of  the  power  of  thofe  whofe 
delegate  only  he  is,  and  the  law  prefcribes  even  that 
he  mould  be  circumfpect  in  what  he  does.  He  is 
more  than  they  obliged  to  remember,  that  the  inqui- 
fition has  no  authority  over  the  univerfities,  and  that 
every  thing  belonging  to  the  government  is  totally 
out  of  his  reach.  The  commiflfary  muft  not  render 
what  is  called  duties  of  civility  to  individuals,  but  be 
very  gratious  towards  the  inhabitants,  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  accompanying  him  in  his  public  functions. 
The  quality  of  commiflfary,  which  attracts  a  great 
part  of  the  awful  and  fuperftitious  refpect  paid  to  the 
inquifition,  does  not,  however,  fhelter  him  who  is  in- 
verted with  it,  from  the  profecution  from  crimes  that 
he  may  be  guilty  of 

I  have  but  a  word  more  to  fay  of  the  inquifition  : 
every  where  the  object  of  its  moft  implacable  hatred 
is,  books,  and  this  character  is  as  apparent  at  Saint- 
Domingo  as  any  where.  A  weak  fight  is  ever  woun- 
ded by  the  light.  The  inquifition  preferves  here  alfo 
its  rooted  antipathiy  for  the  Jews,  Moors  and  natives 
of  Barbary. 

There  is,  befides,  in  Spanifh  Indies,  another  eftabli- 
Ihrnent  or  tribunal,  for  religious  matters,  but  which  at 
leaft  has  neither  terrors  nor  torments  -,  this  is  the  holy- 
£rufade  (Janta  cruzada),  a  name  taken  from  a  bull^ 
|jie  original  object  of  which  was  to  give  indulgences 
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to  all  thofe  who  mould  make  offerings  of  moneys 
or  of  their  arms,  to  be  employed  againftthe  infidels* 
At  prefent  it  is  mo^e  than  a  Crufade  purely  fpir*:- 
tual,  it  is  in  reality  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  tax5 
though  it  appears  to  the  option  of  every  one  to  re- 
fufe  to  purchafe  the  bull;  but  it  offers  fo  much  good 
for  fo  low  a  price,  and  the  neglecting  to  procure  it 
indicates  an  indifference  fo  bordering  on  unbelief,  that 
everyone,  even  the  ecclefiafticks,  purchafe  s  the  ce- 
leftial  treafures,  and  with  them  the  liberty  of  eating 
meat,  eggs  and  milk,  during  the  meagre  days  of  lent, 
provided  he  be  authorized  by  the  opinion  of  his 
dodtor  and  confeffor. 

There  are  befides,  bulls  for  the  ceffation  of  the 
pains  of  a  confcience  weighed  down  by  wealth  inva- 
ded or  ill  acquired,  and  this  is  an  article  within  the 
competence,  and  that  makes  part  of  the  profits  of  the 
holy-crufade. 

The  principal  feat  of  this  tribunal  is  in  Spain,  and 
its  chief  is  a  magiftrate,  who  is  called,  Commijary- 
general  of  the  Crufade.  This  eftablifhment  has  exifted 
fince  1525,  and  was  rendered  applicable  to  the 
Spanifh  Indies  only  by  a  law  of  the  16th  of  May,  i6oq£ 
and  as  it  wifnes  to  have  a  tribunal  of  the  Crufade  in 
each  place  of  the  Indies,  where  there  is  a  royal  court, 
Santo-Domingo  has  one.  Here  it  is  compofed  of  a 
fub-delegate  of  the  Commiffary-general  of  Spain,  of 
.the  fenior  s  auditor,  the  attorney-general  of  the  royal 
court,  and  the  eldeft  officer  of  the  public  treafurv, 
who  takes  the  title  of  contadorof  the  Crufade, 
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The*  lub- delegate  general  is  often  a  canon,  but 
tliis  place,  -without  doubt  confidered  as  very  hono- 
rable, is  frill  more  elevated  by  the  title  of  fuperinten- 
darit,  which  the  prefident  of  St.  Domingo  does  not 
difdain  to  accept  of,  as  many  of  them  have  proved 
by addi-rig  it  to  their  qualities. 

The  fub-delegate  general  eflabliihes,  in  the  places 
where  he  thinks  neceffary,  fub-delegates  in  particular. 
Thefe  iflbe  their  ftatutes,  under  an  appeal  to  the  tri- 
bunal, where  the  fub-deiegate  general  judges  with 
ffit  auditor,  who  figns  the  fente'nces.  Iftheyareof 
different  opinions,  they  call  in  another  auditor,  who 
gives  the  calling  voice.  All  the  judges  and  minifters 
of  juftice,  are  held  to  caufe  the  fentences  of  the  Cru- 
fade to  be  executed. 

It  is  the  Crufade  that  grants  permiffion  to  have 
private  oratories ;  it  is  recommended  to  it  to  be  vary 
cautious  in  this  refpecl,  and  to  fend  a  ftatement  of 
fuch  grants  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies. 

The  officers  of  this  tribunal  are  fubjeclxd  to  the 
payment  of  the  alcabela. 

The  bulls  for  the  Indies,  are  firil  fent  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Indies,  and  then  to  that  of  the  Crufade, 
before  they  are  fent  to  the  Indies. 

The  auditor  who  affifts  at  the  tribunal  of  the  Cru^ 
fade,  may  vote  at  the  royal  court,  when  any  thing  is 
treated  of  relative  to  the  Crufade. 

I  now  return  to  the  particulars  which  may  be  loo- 
ked  oh  as  belonging  to  the  royal  court. 

This  tribunal  Bias  couhcellors,  or  barriflers,  who 
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are  previously  fworn.    Their  principal  oath  is,  not  to 
take  on  them  the  defence  of  unjuft  caufes. 

They  have  a  bench  in  the  court,  where  they  fit  in 
the  order  of  their  admittance ;  an  order  of  which  the 
law  looks  on  them  as  extremely  tenacious,  fince  it 
pronounces  a  fufpenfion  for  a  year  againft  the  coun- 
cellor  who  fhall  take  the  place  of  another.  The  coun- 
cellor  is  anfwerabie  to  his  client  for  the  fraud  of  which 
he  may  render  him  the  victim,  and  he  cannot  give 
up  a  caufe,  when  he  has  once  undertaken  it.  The 
violation  of  a  fecret  of  his  client  would  at  once  flrip 
him  of  a  title  which  this  fecret  renders  honorable.  To 
fhelter  himfelf  from  the  complaints  of  his  party,  he 
muft  requeft  this  latter  to  give  him  in  writting  a 
Iketch  of  the  facts  of  the  caufe.  The  councellor  figns 
the  requefts,  and  can  hive  no  more  than  two  writtings 
in  one  caufe;  the  others  are  rejected  as  void.  He  ought, 
as  foon  as  the  fuit  is  completely  concluded,  leave  it 
two  or  three  days  with  the  attorney  in  the  caufe, 
who  reexamines  it.  If  he  is  guilty  of  repetition  in  a 
writting,  he  is  fubject  to  a  fine  of  two  dollars ;  and 
it  is  the  fame  if  he  fpeaks  to  the  court,  without  ha- 
ving obtained  its  permifllon,  and  if  he  fhouid  dare 
to  advance  a  lie  to  the  court.  He  ought  to  make 
out  an  abftract  of  the  caufe,  flgn  and  atteft  it.  His  fees, 
fettled  by  a  tar  if]  are  always  taxed  by  the  court,  even 
when  there  is  no  fentence  of  colls,  and  the  clerk  is 
obliged  to  make  him  return  to  the  parties  what  he 
has  overcharged.  One  of  the  councellors  has  the 
truely  noble  title  of  councellor  of  the  poor. 
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One  of  his  duties  is  to  affift  every  faturday  at  the 
vifitation  of.  the  prifons,  •  and  he  has  an  allowance 
for  this  lofs  of  time  out  of  the  product  of  fines.  No 
councellor  can  be  the  father,  fon,  father-in-law,  -bro- 
ther or  brother-in-law,  of  the  prefident,  auditors  or 
attorney-general,  on  pain  of  a  fine  of  a  thoufand  caf- 
tillans  in  goid. 

The  royal  court  has  alfo  a  collector  of  the  fines, 
called  fines  of  the  chamber,  of  thofe  applicable  to 
the  expences  of  the  court,  judiciary  expences,  or 
legal  alms.  The  clerk  is  obliged  to  communicate  to 
him  chofe  which  the  tribunal  has  impofed.  At  the 
end  of  each  year,  he  renders  an  account  of  them  to 
the  officers  of  the  treafury,  in  prefence  of  the  attor- 
ney-general, fends  .a  duplicate  to  the  Council  of  the 
Indies,  pays  the  balance  into  the  treafury,  and  deducts, 
from  what  he  has  received,  a  certain  fixed  commif- 
iion.  He  gives  bail,  and  requires  bail  from  the  col- 
lectors whom  he  choofes,  unlefs  he  leaves  them  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  clerks  of  the  municipalities,  who  fend 
him  their  receipts  of  each  month.  He  .may  iffue  exe- 
cutions to  the  alcades  and  judges  for  the  recovery  of 
fines,  from  the  produce  of  which  are  defrayed  feveral 
expences,  and  particularly  thofe  of  the  criminals  con- 
demned, to  the  public  chain. 

The  prefident  is  required  in  a  particular  manner, 
to  watch  over  the  administration  of  this  collector,  and 
his  negligence  in  this  refpect  would  be  a  fubjecr.  of 
reproach  on  the  examination  of  his  own  administra- 
tion. 
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The  royal  court  has,  be  fides,  a  taxer  of  cofts  and 
diftributor  of  fuits.  This  is  an  office  which  is  farmed 
alio.  There  is  an  auditor  who  takes  cognizance  weekly 
of  the  appeals  of  this  tax.  As  to  the  diftribution,  it 
confift  in  diftributing  among  the  different  clerks  and 
writers  the  caufes  tried  in  the  court.  This  diftribu^ 
tion  is  not  obliged  to  be  done  equally  with  regard  to 
the  profit,  becaufe  fome  writings  are  confidered  as 
the  fequel  or  the  confequences  of  Others,  already  corrw 
mitted  to  the  fame  clerk  or  writer. 

There  are  alfo  attorneys  of  the  royal  court.  They 
are  named  by  the  king  and  examined  by  the  tribunal 
where  they  have  a  bench,  in  which  the  clerks  of  the 
other  tribunals  have  a  right  to  fit.  The  fignature  of 
a  councellor  is  necefTary  to  them,  unlefs  it  be  in  fuits 
of  default  or  in  order  to  conclude.  There  is  a  An- 
gular cuftom  with  refpeft  to  thefe  attorneys  -,  they  are 
obliged  to  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  the  mor 
ney  they  receive  from  the  party,  and  the  clerk  pays 
each  officer  what  he  has  to  receive,  keeping  a  re~ 
gifter,  which  he  lays  monthly  before  the  auditor  of 
the  week.  An  attorney  cannot  act  without  a  power 
f^om  his  client. 

The  royal  court  choofes  its  interpreters,  who  are 
fworn  and  who  ferve  the  court  at  all  times  when  they 
are  wanted,  in  which  cafe  they  receive  certain  allow- 
ances. 

Aferjeant  at  arms  keeps  the  door  of  the  court, 
and  caufes  filence  and  order  to  be  obferved  during 
the  fittings. 
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It  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  officers  of  this 
tribunal,  from  the  reporters  downward,  are  amenable 
to  juflice  in  all  the  tribunals,  if  it  be  not  for  fome- 
thing  touching  the  exercife  of  their  functions,  for 
which  they  are  anfwerable  to  their  own  court  only. 

There  is  yet  a  fort  of  tribunal,  which  was  erected 
on  the  1 6  th  of  April  1550,  in  the  Indies,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a  dependence  on  the  royal  court, 
jfrnceone  of  the  auditors  of  the  latter  there  prefides 
as  judge.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  prefident 
names  an  auditor,  who  during  two  years,  judges* 
caufes  recoveries  to-  be  made,  adminifters,  lets  and 
fells  the  property  and  fettles  the  affairs  of  vacant  fuc- 
ceHions,  thofe  of  even  ecclefiaftics,  foldiers  deceafed 
jnteftate,  and  wmofe  heirs  are  abfent,  and  he  may 
revoke  this  choice,  when  he  pleafes,  either  with  or 
without  aHigning  his  motives  for  fo  doing.  This 
judge  of  the  property  of  deceafed  perfons ,  as  he  is  called, 
is  charged  with  every  thing  relating  to  its  adminif- 
t-rstion,  for  which  he  names  cornmhTaries  who  give 
fecurity.  He  has,  beiides,  a  power  of  infpection  into 
the  conduct  of  executors  of  wills.  In  all  cafes  the 
parties  may  appeal  from  his  decifion  to  the  royal 
court ;  but  there  lies  no  appeal  further. 

All  the  juftices  of  refort  acknowledge,  and  attend 
to,  the  mandamufes  of  this  auditor,  and  it  is  they 
whom  he  charges  with  the  recovering  of  all  that  is 
due  in  their  feverai  difhi£t.s.  If  they  are  negligent, 
he  may,  after  having  confuited  the  royal  court,  fend 
aperfon  to  make  the  recoveries  at  the  expence  of 
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rhofe  who  {hall  have   rendered  the  meafure  rteceffaryj 
and  the  court  taxes  this  extraordinary  envoy. 

If  the  auditor,  who  is  judge  of  vacant  poffefTions, 
exceeds  his  powers,  in  the  due  exercife  of  which,  the 
prefident  ought  to  fee  that  he  is  not  thwarted,  the 
attorney-general,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  appeals 
from  his  decifion.  He  ought  to  judge  in  a  funimary 
manner.  He  has  a  clerk  to  himfelf,  a  general  col- 
lector of  the  funds,  to  whom  is  allowed  a  commiffion 
of  three  per  centum. 

The  auditor  remains  refponlible  for  whatever  he 
may  caufe  to  be  paid  improperly,  aud  his  orders  of 
payment  are  counterfigned  by  his  clerk.  He  may 
require,  at  pleafure,  information,  particulars,  and 
brief  ftatement,  of  all  perfons  concerned  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  property  of  deceafed  perfons,  and 
with  refpedl  to  the  commiffaries  and  other  perfons 
who  ought  to  give  him  an  particular  account  of  their 
conduct,  thefe  accounts  are  delivered  to  the  auditor, 
then  joined  to  the  royal  officers  of  the  public  treafury. 
Thefe  latter  keep,  as  well  as  the  general  depofitary, 
a  regifter  of  the  nomination  of  the  commiffaries,  and 
in  cafe  of  delay  in  making  out  the  accounts,  they 
folicit  the  judge  againft  thefe  commhTaries,  who  are 
molt  rigoroufly  profecuted. 

There  is  a  particular  fund  for  the  property  of  the 
deceafed,  kept  in  the  fame  place  as  the  royal  funds, 
and  this  fund,  as  alfo  the  particular  account  thatought 
to  be  given  of  it,  are  in  the  charge  of  the  officers  of 
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the  domains  or  treafury,  who  give  fpecial  fecurity  for 
the  fame. 

The  inventories  of  the  property  of  fucceflion  in 
the  places  where  the  general  judge  does  not  refide, 
and  where  there  is  no  fubftitute  named  by  him  to 
recover,  are  made  out  by  the  juflice  of  the  place, 
who  addreffes  them  to  the  general  judge  and  to  the 
royal  officers,  and  if  the  inventory  is  inexact,  this 
juftice  incurs  the  penalty  of  paying  a  fine  of  four 
times  the  amount  of  what  has  been  omitted. 

The  officers  of  the  public  treafury  ought  to  require, 
at  leaft  once  a  year,  an  account  of  every  perfon  who 
detains,  farmer  of  revenue,  adminiftrator  and  collector 
of  the  property  of  the  deceafed,  and  profecute,  on 
the  requeft  of  the  attorney-general,  thofe  who  have 
been  guilty  of  a  mifapplication.  Annually  the  ge- 
neral account  of  thefe  officers  is  fent  to  the  Council  of 
the  Indies,  figned  by  themfelves,  by  the  auditor  judge 
and  by  the  clerk,  and  it  contains  all  the  particulars 
necefiary  to  throw  light  on  the  management  of  each 
fucceffion,  and  to  diftinguifh,  thofe  the  heirs  of  which 
are  known  from  thofe  which  are  abfolutely  vacant, 
Annually  alfo  the  balance  ought  to  be  ready  for  the 
difpofition  of  the  Council,  who  generally  fends  it  to 
the  chamber  of  contraction  of  Cadix,  and  the  presi- 
dent, who  ought  to  fee  to  the  fending  of  the  accounts, 
and  the  royal  officers  who  ought  to  require  them  of 
the  adminiftrators,  cannot  be  paid  their  falaries",  if 
they  have  neglected  their  duty  in  this  refpe£t. 

When  one   auditor  fucceeds  another,  in  the  poft 
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of  judge  of  the  property  of  the  deceafed,  the  prede- 
ceffor  renders  him  an  account  of  this  property,  and 
of  the  ftate  of  the  fuits  depending  ,  on  them,  of  all 
which  the  prefident  alfo  receives  an  account.  This 
latter  either  names  a  perfon,  or  aflifts  himfelf,  when 
the  examination  of  the  fund  takes  place. 

No  perfon  who  witholds  the  property  of  a  deceafed 
perfon,  nor  any  executor  of  a  will,  in  iiicceffion  the 
heirs  of  which  are  abfent,  can  embark  to  quit  the 
colony,  without  giving  an  account,  on  pain  of  ha- 
ving his  own  property  confifcated,  one  half  of  which 
confifcation  goes  to  the  fiifcal  and  the  other  to  the 
heirs  of  the  deceafed.  And  it  is  expreffly  ordered  that 
the  juflices  of  the  different  ports,  mall  make  all  thofc 
who  fail  from  them,  fwear  that  they  have  no  kind  of 
management  of  the  property  of  deceafed  perfons,  and 
to  oppofe  the  departure  of  thofe  who,  owing  an  ac- 
count of  their  adminiftration,  have  not  given  it,  on 
penalty  of  being  refponfible  for  the  balance  due„ 
The  prefident  and  the  royal  court  give  no  permiffion 
to  go  to  Spain,  without  a  certificate  from  the  juftice 
of  the  place  of  refidence  of  him  who  requefls  fuch  per- 
miffion, attefting  that  he  owes  nothing  to  the  eftate 
of  a  deceafed  perfons. 

To  render  this  adminiftration  Hill  better  known,, 
the  auditor  is  obliged  to  fend  to  the  king,  annually, 
a  circumftantial  detail,  which  is  completed  when  he 
quits  his  functions,  for  the  time  elapfed  fince  his  laft 
account. 

.    Every  year  the  notaries  communicate  to  the  town 
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clerk  of  the  place  of  their  relidence,  copies  of  all  wills 
in  order  that  they  may  be  fent  to  the  auditor. 

If  there  is  a  doubt,  whether  a  fucceflion  ah  intefiai 
is  with  or  without  heirs,  it  is  the  auditor  who  ought 
to  judge.  If  there  are  known  heirs,  it  belongs  to  the 
ordinary  judge  to  pronounce.  But  in  the  latter  cafe, 
as  in  that  where  a  writing  mould  be  found,  privately 
drawn  up  and  figned  in  form  of  a  will,  capable  of 
being  proved  by  witneffes,  which  would  again  come 
within  the  competence  of  the  ordinary  judge,  the  law 
prefcribes,  that  what  this  judge  may  decide  on,  mould 
be  fubmitted  to  the  royal  court,  even  if  no  one  fhould 
move  an  appeal.  The  greateft  precaution  muff,  be 
taken  not  to  deliver  the  property  of  deceafed  perfons 
to  any  but  the  true  heirs,  or  their  real  attornies,  and 
to  be  on  guard  againfl  the  declarations  of  thofe  who 
are  not  natives  or  fubjects  of  the  kingdom,  or  thofe 
whom  the  law  exclude  from  the  right  of  heritage. 

The  executors,  held  by  the  will  to  deliver  the  pro- 
perty to  heirs  or  others  refiding  in  Spain,  are  obliged 
to  do  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  to  embark  them  on 
board  a  regifter-fhip  configned  to  the  chamber  of 
contraction  of  Cadix,  with  the  inventory  and  other 
neceffary  documents ;  and,  after  the  year  is  expired, 
they  are  obliged  to  give  in  their  accounts,  and  deliver 
all  to  the  royal  officers,  who  are  to  fend  it,  unlefs  the 
teitator  has  made  a  different  difpofition. 

When  the  fuccefiions  are  inteftate,  the  auditor  and 
the  officers  of  the  treafury  fend  the  property  to  their 
heirs  who  are  in  Spain,  in  money,  hides,  or  fugar. 
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This  is  according  to  a  law,  made  for  St.  Domingo,  of 
the  17  th  of  June  1563,  and  the  articles  fent  are  always 
to  the  consignation  of  the  chamber  of  contractation, 
which  takes  place  alfo  with  refpecl:  to  fuccefiions 
abfolutely  vacant;  that  is  to  fay,  without  known  heirs 
If  a  fuccffion  is  charged  with  debts.,  but  having  at 
the  fame  time  a  furplus,  that  furplus  is  fent  provi- 
sion ally. 

The  auditor  affifts,  gratis,  at  the  taking  of  inven- 
tories and  at  the  fales.  The  executors  cannot  fell, 
except  they  do  it  publickly  in  prefence  of  the  auditor, 
or  of  the  juftices  in  thofe  places  .where  the  auditor 
does  not  refide;  unlefs  the  teftator  has  otherwife  or- 
dered. But  all  the  fales  ought  to  be  preceded  by  a 
valuation,  made  by  perfons  of  information  and  good 
fame. 

Finally,  the  whole  of  this  branch  of  adminiftration 
is  fubmkted  to  the  prefident  and  the  royal  court,  who 
fet  apart  one  day  of  each  week  for  affairs  relative  to 
the  property  of  deceafed  perfons. 

Thofe  of  my  readers  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
French  colonial  laws,  will  not  fail  to  remark  how  much 
they  have  borrowed  from  the  Spanifhjurifprudence 
with  regard  to  the  property  of  deceafed  perfons  an4 
vacant  fuccefiions,  particularly  the  edict  of  the  24th 
of  November  178 1. 

Among  the  articles  where  I  have  yet  to  fpeak  of 
the  prefident,- of  the  royal  court,  and  even  of  the 
archbifhop,  that  of  precedence  and  of  the  publ'C 
ceremonies  prefents  itfelf  flruV 
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The  archbifhop  has  a  particular  feat  in  the  church, 
and  a  canopy,  according  to  the  roman-catholic  cuf- 
tomjbuthe  is  forbidden  to  have  one  carried  over 
him  the  day  of  his  reception. 

The  auditors,  the  attorney-general,  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  royal  court,  ought  to  accompany  the  pre- 
sident to  the  mafs  on  the  three  feflivals  of  eafter,  the 
days  of  Corpus -Chrtftiy  affumption  day,  and  the  (t{- 
tival  of  the  patron  of  the  cathedrals  and  on  the  other 
feilivals  and  occafions,  called  cuftomary,  fuch  as  can- 
dlernafs-day,  afhwednefday,  the  day  of  the  bulls  of 
the  Crufade,  holy-friday,  &c.  when  the  prefident  is 
obliged  to  attend  with  exa&enefs,  or  to  inform  the 
archJbifliop,  in  cafe  he  cannot. 

The  fenior  auditor  walks  on  the  right  of  the  pre- 
fident, and  when  he  comes  to  the  place  of  the  latter, 
he  makes  him  a  reverence^  to  which  the  preiident 
anfwers  by  a  gracious  reception-,  when  he  returns,  he  is 
Conducted  to  his  appartements.  The  prefident  is 
received  on  the  out  fide  of  the  church  by  four  or  fix 
canons,  even  wheri  he  is  alone,  and  this  honour  is  paid 
to  the  royal  court  alfo.  At  the  door,  a  canon  or 
the  chaplain  of  the  court,  prefents  the  prefident  and 
the  royal  court  with  holy-water. 

When  the  holy-water  is  fprinkled,  it  is  firir.  pre- 
fented  to  the  archbifhop  and  the  clergy,  then  to  the 
prefident  and  the  royal  court.  The  prefident  is  in- 
cenfed.  If  the  prefident  does  not  affifl  at  the  cere- 
mony, the  honours  due  him  are  rendered  to  the 
fenior  auditor,  provided  that  the  royal  court  be  pre- 
fent  in  a  body, 
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•  When  the  archbifhop  is  in  his  great-chapel,  he 
takes  the  falutation  of  peace  before  the  president ;  but 
if  he  be  in  the  choir,  two  peace-bearers  fet  out  at  the' 
fame  time,  one  of  which  goes  to  the  archbifhop  and  the 
other  to  the  prefident.  If  the  prefident  is  alone,  the 
falutation  of  peace  is  carried  to  him  by  the  mafler  of 
the  ceremonies,  and  if  the  royal  court  be  prefent  with*- 
out  the  prefident,  the  court  in  a  body  receives  the 
falutation ;  and  the  rule  is  that  whoever  receives  it, 
returns  a  reverence. 

The  prefident  and  royal  court  have  each  their 
particular  feat  in  the  church.  That  of  the  former  is 
more  elevated.  The  royal  court  ought  never  to  go 
thither  in  a  body,  except  on  days  otcujlomary  feftivals. 
No  other  but  thefe  perfons  and  the  archbifhop, .  or 
thofe  of  the  nobility  can  have  feats  in  the  church. 
The  principal  inhabitants  can  have  no  more  than 
benches. 

In  thefe  religious  afbs  and  other  public  fhuations, 
the  royal  court  is  not  looked  upon  to  be  prefent  as, a 
tribunal  in  the  exercife  of  its  functions.  Accordingly 
if  it  happens  that  the  prefident  or  the  fenior  auditor 
has  to  fpeak,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  a  canon,  about  fome- 
thing  relative  to  the  government,  he  mull  call  him, 
take  of  his  own  hat,  and  talk  with  him,  without  ma- 
king ufe  of  the  word  you.  No  one  can  fit  with  the 
royal  court,  when  in  a  body;  but  this  is  not  obferved 
when  the  auditors  and  the  attorney- general  are  ac- 
cidentally arXembled. 

The  wife  of  the  prefident,  thofe  of  the  auditors 
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and  the  attorney-general,  have,*  without  the  fteps  of 
the  altar  of  the  great-chapel,  benches  purpofely  for 
themfelve.s,  for  the  women  who  live  with  them,  or 
for  ladies  who  "accompany  them;  but  no  particular 
honour  is  due  to  them. 

At  the  proceflions  and  religious  ac"fcs,  the  archbi- 
fhop  takes  the  lead,  then  the  clergy,  behind  the  offi- 
ciating preaft,  and  immediately  after  comes  the  pre- 
sident at  the  head  of  the  royal  court,  in  fuch  manner 
that  the  prelate  cannot  mix  with  the  court.  If  it  hap- 
pens, however,  that  in  particular  cafes,  the  archbi- 
fhop  and  the  prefident  ought  to  appear  together,  the 
prefident  has  the  right  hand,  as  reprefenting  the 
perfonoftheking. 

In  the  public  feftivals  which  relates  to  the  royal 
femily,  the  municipal  body  walks  firfl ;  then  comes 
the  royal  court,  having  between  it  and  the  municipal 
body,  the  contador  and  deputy  of  the  grand-chan- 
cellor. If  the  chapter  ought  to  be  at  the  ceremony,  it 
precedes  the  municipal  corps. 

In  feeular  public  ceremonies,  to  which  the  prefi- 
dent and  royal  court  go  in  a  body  with  their  attorney- 
general  and  alguazil- major,  the  contador  follows, 
men  comes  the  deputy  of  the  grand-chancellor,  the 
juftice  of  the  place,  the  other  minifters  of  juftice,  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  municipal  body  clofes  the  pro- 
cefiion. 

The  arclibifliop  has  his  train  born  at  the  proceflions, 
though  the  prefident  affifts,  but  he  has  then  only  his 
own  train-bearer.  If  he  goes  to  the  jprefident's  his 
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-  'page  bears  his  train  as  far  as  the  door  of  the  presi- 
dent's appartement.  If  the  archbifhop  officiates  he 
may  have  his  train-bearer  near  him,  as  alfo  the 
matter  of  the  ceremonies  and  his  chaplain.  He  has 
alfo  thefe  three  about  him  at  the  proceflions,  if  the 
prefident  and  royal  court  are  not  prefent.  The  ca- 
nons cannot  carry  an  umbrella  in  the  proceflions  at 
which  the  royal  court  is  prefent. 

If  a  doubt  refpecting  the  ceremonial  mould  arife 
between  the  prefident  and  the  court,  they  ought  to 
deliberate  on  it,  and  make  a  provifionary  regulation, 
till  the  determinanion  of  the  king  is  made  known 
through  the  Councilof  the  Indies. 

The  archbiihops  of  Santo-Domingo  have  often 
pretended,  that  their  jurifdiflion  extends  over  all  the 
ifland,  and  we  have  even  feen  fome  of  them  marry 
perfons  of  their  pretended  flock,  come  on  purpofe  to 
implore  their  archipifcopal  benediction,  or  confer 
orders  on  them.  But  thefe  acts  have  always  been. 
anulled  by  the  fuperior  courts  of  the  french  colony  •'' 
and  it  has  been,  decided,  long  fince,  that  no  Spanifh 
prelate  can  exercife  his  ecclefiaftical  functions  in  the 
French  part,  unlefs  he  has  previoufly  figned  a  formal 
declaration,  that  it  is  not  in  right  of  jurifdiflion. 

In  the  juntos  or  affemblies  of  the  public  treafury, 
at  which  the  prefident,  an  auditor,  the  attorney-ge- 
neral, the  contador  and  royal  officers  affift,  it  is  in  the 
order  as  here  named.  , 

The  prefident,  fpeaking  to  the  auditors  and  attor- 
ney-general, verbally,  rauft  fay,  your  grace  (merced). 
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and  when  he  fpeaks  of  them  in  their  ab fence,  Sir- 
(Senor),  and,  in  every  thing,  he  ought  to  treat  them 
as  his  colleagues.  With  refpect  to  them,  they  ought 
to  treat,  him  as  a  chief  and  father;  fo  that,  by  their 
reciprocal  deference  for  each  other,  they  mutually 
add  to  their  confideration  and  confequence.  The  pre- 
fident mult  write  to  the  auditors  in  letters,  and  not  in 
patents  in  the  name  of  the  king.  If  he  writes  to  the 
court  in  a  body,  he  calls  it  lordjhip  (fenoria),  and  the 
court  returns  him  the  lame  honour.  All  thofe  who 
fpeak  or  write  to  the  prefident  give  him  the  title  of 
excellency. 

The  royal  letters-patent  adopt  the  wordjyow,  even 
when  addreffed  to  the  prefident  or  the  royal  court. 
The  prefident,  the  royal  court  in  a  body,  and  the  au- 
ditors, are  'required,  in  their  communications  with 
perfons  of  title,  to  adopt  the  flile  of  the  royal  chan- 
ceries of  Valladolid  and  Grenada. 

If  the  court  gives  a  mandamus  to  the  auditor  pro- 
vincial judge,  it  makes  ufe  of  you,  as  towards  an  infe- 
rior judge. 

When,  at  the  proceffions,  there  are  auditors  enough 
to  walk  two-and-two,  without  one  remaining  to  walk 
with  the  attorney-general:,  this  latter  takes  the  right 
of  the  alguazil-major.  If  he  walks  with  an  auditor, 
the  alguazil-major  goes  before,  and  never  with  an 
auditor. 

If  an  infpector-general  mould  be  fent  to  the  colony 
(I  fhall  fpeak  of  this  officer  further  on),  the  prefident 
takes  the  lead  of  him.     If  he  be  a  member  of  the 
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Council  of  the  Indies,  he  has  a  feat  on. the  left  of  the 
prefident.  Should  the  prefident  be  abfent,  the  infpector 
is  preceded  by  the  fenior  auditor,  and  if  he  comes  to 
the  fittings  of  the  royal  court,  and  neither  the  prefi- 
dent nor  fenior  auditor  is  prefent,  he  takes  his  feat 
in  the  middle  of  the  auditors. 

No  judge  charged  with  a  commifllon,  if  he  be  not 
an  auditor,  an  aicade,  an  attorney-general,  or  member 
of  the  body  of  the  royal  court,  can  take  a  {eat. 

The  magiftrates  and  all  other  officers,  who  have 
obtained  the  honorary,  preferve  their  feniority  and 
rank,  but  not  the  denary. 

At  the  affemblies  of  the  municipal  bodies,  none 
but  the  members  ought  to  affift,  on  pain  of  a  fine  of 
ten  dollars.  In  the  proceffions  the  ordinary  alcades 
go  firft,  and  if  they  are  not  prefent,  the  fenior  muni- 
cipal officer  takes  their  place,  followed  by  the  alguazil- 
rnajor  and  royal  officers.  The  municipal  bodies  of 
principal  places,  have  a  right  to  have  mace-bearers, 
and  in  their  vififts  to  the  prefident,  he  ought  to  give 
them  a  very  gracious  reception.  The  municipal  bo- 
dies are  forbidden  to  cover,  whether  in  velvet  or 
otherwife,  the  benches  placed  in  the  church  for 
them. 

If  a  writing  is  to  be  finned  by  the  prefident,  by  the 
auditors  and  officers  of  the  treafury,  they  do  it  in  the 
order  here  obferved  -,  but  all  on  the  fame  line. 

When  there  is  an  ahembly  held  at  the  royal  court, 
for  the  difcuffion  of  fubje&s  relative  to  the  finances, 
the  officers  of  the  flfcal  have'  a  bench  in  the  interior, 
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near  that  of.  the  attorney-general.  The  contador  takes 
his  feat  between  the  two ;  the  titularies  always  prece- 
ding thofe  who  are  named  fro  interim. 

The  prefident  and  auditors  never  go  in  a  body  to 
a  marriage  or  funeral;  except  at  the  death  of  an  au- 
ditor, an  attorney-general,  alguazil-major,  or  their 
wives.  The  prefident  goes  firft,  having  the  fenior 
auditor  on  his  right,  and  the  widower,  if  there  be  one, 
on  his  left.  The  children  are  between  the  auditors. 
Arfived  at  the  church,  the  children  feat  thernfelves 
on  a  bench  apart,  with  the  other  relations.  In  all 
other  cafes,  the  prefident  and  auditor,  if  they  attend 
at  all,  mull  do  it  as  fimple  individuals. 

Finally,  in  regard  to  the  epiftolary  or  verbal  ftile, 
the  titles  in  the  public  writings,  the  arms  and  exterior 
marks  of  diftinction  and  dignity,  the  law  prefcribes 
to  every  one  a  Uriel:  conformity  to  the  ftile  of  the 
chanceries  of  Valladolid  and  Grenada,  and  to  the  royal 
pragmaticks.  But,  we  have  already  faid  enough  of  thefe 
miferable  inventions  of  pride,  prized  by  no  people  fo 
much  as  by  the  Spaniards. .  Let  us  now  turn  to  the 
municipal  bodies,  which  are  doubly  interefting,  as 
containing  the  ordinary  judges  and  officers  of  police. 

When  the  queftion  is  to  be  ■  determined,  whether 
fuch  a  place  fhall  take  the  title  of  borough,  town,  or 
city,  it  belongs  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  to  decide. 
Town  is  above  borough  in  no  other  refpect,  than 
that  it  is  of  more  importance  in  itfelf  \  but  the  title  of 
city  has  the  particular  advantage,  that,  when  it  has 
an  alcade-major,  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  police, 
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wich  is  exercifed  by  the  municipal  body.  The  al~ 
cade-major  is  a  fort  of  governor  whofe  jurifdiction 
extends  very  far,  like  that  of  St.  Yago,  the  only  one 
at  St.  Domingo. 

The  cities  of  the  mother-country  have,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  the  privilege  of  fending  each  a 
deputy  to  the  Cortes. 

The  municipality  can  never  afifemble  but  in  the 
town-houfe,  and  if  there  are  extraordinary  afTemblies* 
which  can  take  place  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity  only, 
the  town  clerk  muft  advertife  all  the  members  of  it 
by  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  or  door-keeper.  No  one 
can  enter  armed  into  the  town  houfe,  if  his  place  does 
not  give  him  a  right  fo  to  do.  The  lav/  mod  rigo- 
roufly  prefcribes  the  greateft  freedom  at  the  elections 
and  in  the  deliberations,  and  that  every  one  may 
concur  in  maintaining  it,  no  one  can  be  re-ele£ted  to 
a  municipal  poft,  till  after  two  years  interval ;  and 
even  an  alcade  cannot  fill  the  place  twice  till  after 
three  years. 

There  is  a  regifter  kept  of  the  deliberations ;  the 
fchedules  and  letters-patent  of  the  king,  concerning 
the  city,  are  written  in  it,  and  the  originals  are  kept 
in  a  depofit  with  ail  the  inftructlons  relative  to  the  in- 
te-reft  and  good  order  of  the  place.  The  letters  of  the 
prefident  and  the  magiftrates  alfo  are  here  preferved. 

In  the  members  elected  for  each  municipal  body, 
there  are  two  alcades  in  ordinary.  Twelve  aldermen 
(regidors)  in  a  great  cities ;  but  not.  more  than  fix  in 
the  other:;.     The  ordinary  alcades  and  the  alderman, 
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appointed -.annually  by  the  municipal  body  to  tax  ar- 
ticles of  fubfiftence,  cannot  be  taken  from  among 
thofe  who  deal  in  them.  The  municipal  exercifes  the 
police  of  the  place,  caufes  the  mops  and  markets  to 
be  vifited,  appoints  officers  of  weights  and  meafures, 
fees  to  the  good  order  of  the  inns,  &c.  If  there  is  a 
royal  Alferez  (ftandard-bearer),  he  is  looked  upon  as 
the  firR  alderman. 

1  Every  town  or  city  may  have  attorneys  acting  in  its 
name,  and  treating  for  its  intereit  with  the  Council 
of  the  Indies,  the.  royal  court,  and  with  the  other 
tribunals.  Thefe  are  chofen  by  the  alderman  only. 
A  city  may,  befides,  have,  as  an  agent  at  the  court 
of  Spain,  fome  one  to  whom  it  fends  its  powers, 
provided  he  be  not  a  relation  of  any  auditor  of  the 
attorney-general  of  the  royal  court.  However,  in 
very  urgent  cafes,  the  prefident  might  permit  the  fen- 
ding of  a  reprefenta.tive  attorney,  but  if  judged  unne- 
ccffary,  thofe  who  fhould  fend  him  would  defray  the 
expences. 

The  function  of  the  ordinary  aleades,-  is,  to  take 
cognizance,  in  the  firft  inftance,  in  civil  and  criminal 
matters,  of  all  the  caufes,  an  appeal  lying  to  the  royal 
court.  To  be  eligible  as  alcade  of  any  place,  the 
perfon  muft  not  only  refide  in  it,  but  be  decently 
fettled.  Thefe  officers  are  named  for  two  years  j  their 
election,  before  they  enter  on  their  functions,  muft 
be  confirmed  by  the  prefident,  or  by  the  firfl:  auditor 
when  he  takes  his  place  in  the  town  or  city  of  their 
refjdence,  or  within  the  circumference  of  five  leagues. 
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The  ordinary  alcades  can  in  nowife  meddle  with 
matters  of  government,  nor  in  the  taxation  of  mer- 
chandifes.  When  one  of  them  dies,  or  abfents  him- 
Telf,  the  fenior  alderman  fupplies  his  place,  ttill  the 
new  election.  The  alcades  have  a  voice  in  the  mu- 
nicipality, and  they  ought  to  hold  their  courts  at  the 
town-houfe.  If  the  royal  court  confirms  the  decifion 
of  the  ordinary  alcades,  it  muft  refer  the  execution  of 
them  to  themfelves.  The  jurifdiclon  of  thefe  alcades 
takes  the  general  name  ofjujrke.  • 

An  alcade,  an  alderman,  or  a  town-clerk,  cannot, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  be  profecuted  before  the  royal 
court,  except  for  a  criminal  matters.  In  civil  matters* 
one  alcade  tries  another,  and  an  alderman  or  town 
clerk  is  tried  as  another  individual.  f 

The  ordinary  courts  are  fubordinate  to  the  royal 
court,  and  if  they  refufe  to  execute  its  mandamufes> 
the  royal  court  fends,  at  their  expence,  agents  or 
infpectors,  and  it  is  the  exclufive  judge  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  their  operations. 

The  alcades  name  alguazils ;  and  the  alguazil- 
major  of  cities  name  lieutenants,  alguazils  for  the 
country  and  alcades  of  the  prifons.  I  refer  the  reader, 
for  an  account  of  thefe  alguazils-majors,  and  thofe 
named  by  them,  to  what  I  have  faid  of  the  alguazils 
major  of  the  royal  court  -,  for  there  is  no  difference, 
but  in  the  pre-eminence  of  this  latter. 

The   ordinary  juftices,  or  courts,  receives  no  de- 
mand or  plaint,  the  value   of  which  is  under  twenty 
.  dollars.     Every  condemnation  palled  by  them,  whs- 
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ther  by  the  body,  or  by  the  alderman  appointed  for 
the  taxes  and  the- police,  which  does  not  exceed  fix 
dollars,  is  fubject  to  provifionary  execution. 

After  having  thus  taken  a  view  of  the  firft  degree 
of  jurifdiftion  in  ordinary  caufes,  let  us  fee  what  be- 
longs to  the  appeal,  whether  from  the  ordinary  juilices 
or  judges  of  commiflion. 

For  fuits  under  a  hundred  dollars  the  appeal  is 
from  the  ordinary  juftices  carried  before  the  muni- 
cipal body,  as  alfo  are  thofe  from  the  alderman  of 
police,  which  are  under  thirty  ducats.  The  condem- 
nations ifftring  from  the  municipal  body  are  executive 
as  high  as  a  hundred  dollars. 

The  royal  court  receives  all  the  other  appeals  from 
the  ordinary  juilices  or  judges  of  commiffion.  It  ad- 
mits alfo  thofe  from  the  decifions  of  the  prefident 
in  matters  of  government  j  but  this  latter  are  recei- 
ved in  its  lecret  fittings,  and  if  he  is  not  the  exclufive 
judge  by  a  particular  branch  of  his  power. 

After  the  appeal  to  the  royal  court  is  clofed,  there 
yet  remains  that  o(f application  to  the  Council  of  the 
Indies,  which  is  a  real  application  for  annulling  the 
judgment. 

On  the  appeal  from  fentences  of  the  ordinary  al- 
cadesofthe  city  of  Santo-Domingo,  if  the  decifion 
of  the  royal  court  is  under  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  there  is  no  opening  left  for  fupplication. 

When  the  Council  of  the  Indies  receives  a  fuppli- 
cation, it  refers  to  the  royal  court  to  pronounce  again 
after  a  revifion. 

After 
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After  the  fecond  decifion,  there  may  ftill  lay  a 
fecond  fupplication,  if  the  fuit  is  for  more  than  two 
thoufand  french  livres,  and  if  it  be  not  after  an  appeal 
from  the  fentence  of  an  ordinary  juftice.  But,  even 
when  recourfe  may  be  had  to  a  fecond  fupplication, 
the  fentence  of  revifion  is  executive  provifionally,  in 
giving  fecurity;  and  if  it  be  a  queftion  of  poffeffion, 
there  can  be  no  fupplication,  though  the  fecond  fen- 
tence may  differ  from  the  firft. 

In  cafes  of  recourfe  to  fupplication,  the  fending 
of  the  procedure  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  is  done  in 
the  original,  and  a  fair  copy  is  kept  in  the  royal  court. 
At  St.  Domingo,  a  year  is  allowed  to  procure  a 
fecond  fupplication. 

As  it  would  have  been  poflible  for  a  rich  man 
to  declare  that  he  would  procure  a  fecond  fuppli- 
cation, to  keep  down  the  oppofite  party,  if  poor  and 
unable  to  give  fecurity,  the  law  orders,  that  in  fuch 
cafe,  on  the  proof  of  poverty,  made  on  the  requeft 
of  the  attorney-general,  the  latter  mall  be  obliged 
to  give  no  other  fecurity  than  that  of  his  oath. 

At  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  there  mult  be,  at 
leaft,  five  judges  to  pronounce  on  a  fecond  fupplica- 
tion. They  are  chofen  by  the  king.  If  one  fhould 
fail  to  attend,  the  other  four  pronunce.  If  two  fail, 
the  king  replaces  them  by  others.  The  firft  thing 
examined  at  the  council  is,  whether  the  fupplication 
owes  or  not,  and  if  it  does,  the  council  pronounces 
on  the  principal,  and  in  that  ;afe  there  remains  no 
appeal  from  the  fentence  of  the  Council. 

Vol.  II.  K 
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If- the  Council  confirms  the  fentence  rendered  by 
the  royal  court  on  the  revifion,  the  fupplicator  is 
fubjecl  to  a  fine  of  a  thoufand  ducats,  to  be  applied, 
one  third  to  the  public  treafury,  one  third  to  the  ad- 
verfe  party  and  the  other  to  the  re vifing  judges.  If 
the  council  contains  itfelf  with  faying  that  the  Ampli- 
cation is  unfounded,  the  fine  is  no  more  than  four 
hundred  ducats,  half  of  which  goes  to  the  public  trea- 
sure, and  the  other  half  to  the  adverfe  party.  The 
royal  court  may  receive  and  fupport  the  proof  of  the 
reafon  for  non-admittance,  when  a  party  has  procured 
a  fecond  fupplication ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  it  is 
forbidden  to  make  any  decifion  on  this  reafon  for 
non-admittance. 

The  fecond  fupplication  takes  place  alfo  with  re- 
gard to  fentences  given  on  the  account  by  the  con- 
tadors,  and  in  all  cafes,,  the  Council  of  the  Indies  can 
]udge  only  on  the  -vouchers  of  the  proceedings  fent 
from  the  colonies. 

Let  us  here  clofe  all  that  yet  remains  to  be  faid  on 
the  jurifdiftion,   or  on  what  concerns  it. 

In  the  Spanifh  Indies,  as  in  the  mother  country, 
there  are  multitude  of  writers  of  divers  denominations. 
This  term,  generally  taken,  fignifies  at  once  clerk 
and  notary,  becaufe  thefe  functions  are  always  joined 
together ;  and  in  a  country  where  great  attention  and 
latitude  is  derived  from  teftimonial  proofs,  and  where 
the  writers  receive  teftimony,  except  in  extraordinary 
cafes  for  which  there  are  examiners,,  they  mutt  necef- 
farely  be  very  numerous.They  alfo  certify  certain  ads 
or  writings  to  the  prefident,  the  court*  the  judges,  &c< 
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"The  writers,  notary-clerks  of  the  colonies,- are  all 
named  by  the  king,  examined  and  received  by  the 
royal  court.  No  royal  writer  can  practice,  till  he 
prefents  his  authority  to  aft  as  fuch  to  the  ordinary 
juftice,  and  to  the  municipal  body  of  the  place  where 
he  refides,  and  the  clerk  or  writer  of  the  town  or 
city  keeps  a  regifter  of  the  fame. 

Every  writer  muft  have  a  repertory  and  a  file, 
form  annual  lilts  of  his  acts,  conform  himfelf  to  the 
tarif,  and  tranfact  bufinefs  gratis  for  the  king  and  for 
the  public  intereft.  If  he  abfents  himfelf  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  he  muft  leave  the  act's  in  his  keeping 
with  the  town-clerk.  The  minutes  of  a  notary  go 
to  his  fucceffor  and  do  not  remain  with  his  family. 
If  there  has  been  one  pro  interim,  the  royal  court 
makes  him  an  allowance  for  the  time  he  has  fpent  in 
his  poft. 

There  are  writers  of  the  chamber  (de  camara),  who 
are,  properly  fpeaking,  the  clerks  of  the  court  ;  go- 
vernment writers,  whofe  office  is  plainly  enough 
indicated  by  their  name,  and  of  whom  I  have  already 
fpoken,  becaufe,  at  Santo-Domingo,  the  government 
writer  or  fecretary,  is  alfo  clerk  to  the  royal  court ; 
royal  writers,  who  act  every  where;  town  or  city  writers 
(de  cabildo),  who  can  tranfact  only  fuch  affairs  as 
come  before  the  municipality,  whofe  clerks  they  alfo 
are;  clerks  of  number  (de  numero),  who  differ  from 
the  royal  writers  only  in  that  their  functions  are  con- 
fined as  to  extent  of  territory;  ecclefiaftical  writers  ; 
writers  of  the  Crufade  or  of  the  property  of  deceafed 
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perfons.     All  thefe  employments   of  writers,  clerk 
and  notary,,  are  compatible  one  with  the  other. 

In  all  cities,  towns  and  boroughs,  there  are  prifons, 
where  the  men  and  women  are  put  in  feparate  appar- 
ments,  and  where  there  are,  if  pofilble,  a  decent  chapel 
and  even  a  chaplain  attached  to  it.  The  alcade  of 
the  prifon,  or  jailor,  furniihes  a  fecurity  fixed  by  the 
royal  court,  in  order  to  anfwer  for  the  prifoners  who 
may  efcape.  The  alcade  of  the  place  which  is  the 
refidence  of  the  royal  court,  makes  oath  before  that 
tribunal  -,  the  others  do  the  fame  before  the  municipal 
bodies.  He  is  obliged  to  have  a  regifter,  kept  by  a 
clerk  of  the  prifons,  to  conform  himfelf  to  the  tarif 
in  his  fees,  not  to  truft  his  keys  to  a  negro,  to  live 
in  the  prifon,  and  to  vifit  it  every  night. 

The  prifons  ought  to  be  fo  difpofed  as  that  every 
individual  may  have  a  place  according  to  his  quality. 
They  are  vifited  every  faturday,  by  an  alderman  or 
municipal  officer,  and  by  the  ordinary  juftice.  T,wo 
auditors,  chofen  by  the  prefident,  alfo  vifit  them 
every  faturday  in  the  afternoon,  accompanied  by  the 
attorney-general,  the  ordinary  alcades,  the  councellor 
of.  the  poor,  followed  by  the  alguazils  and  a  writer 
or  clerk  of  the  prifons.  Sometimes  the  two  auditors 
vifit  them  on  tuefdays  and  thurfdays  alfo.  On  Chrift- 
mafs  Eve,  Eafter-Eve,  and  Witfun-Eve,  the  prefi- 
dent, with  all  the  auditors,  preceded  by  the  attorney- 
general  and  thejuftices,  pay  a  vifit  to  all  the  prifons. 

The  poor  cannot  be  retained  for  prifon  fees,  nor 
can  thofe  who  have  fuffered  corporal  punifhment,  or 
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been  baniihed.  Thofe  who  are  confined  by  order  of 
the  prefident,  or  the  fenior  auditor  when  he  takes  his 
place,  cannot  be  fet  at  liberty,  without  having  deli- 
berated with  them ;  and  it  is  the  fame  with  refpect 
to  prifoners  debtors  to  the  treafury,  on  whofe  account 
deliberations  muft  be  had  with  thofe  who  have  caufed 
them  to  be  arrefled.  As  to  prifoners  for  fines  of 
police,  they  are  fet  at  liberty  in  defcharging  them. 

The  punifhments  of  crimes  and  mifdemeanours  are 
the  fame  as  in  Spain,  with  this  difference  only,  that 
pecuniary  penalties  are  to  double  the  amount. 

With  refpect  to  the  payment  of  debts,  the  Spanifh 
jurifprudence,  employs  the  fame  means  as  that  of  the 
French  ;  that  is  to  fay,  different  ways  of  feizure;  but, 
in  order  to  encourage  and  favour  the  culture  of  fugar, 
the  law  has  fet  bounds  to  the  exercife  of  the  feizure 
of  Haves  and  the  inftruments  of  fugar  plantations  is 
forbidden,  unlefs  for  debts  due  to  the  king.  The 
proprietor  cannot  renounce  this  priviledge,  and  the 
writers  are  forbidden  to  draw  up  ftipulations  of  fuch 
a  renounciation.  However,  if  the  debt  amounts  to 
the  value  of  the  manufacture,  and  the  proprietor  has 
no  other  property,  the  fugar  plantation  may  be  feized, 
but  entire. 

We  muft  now  come  to  the  finances  and  all  that 
depends  on  this  branch  of  the. public  adminiftration, 
as,  the  revenues,  duties,  taxes,  offices  fubjecl:  to  pur- 
chafe  or  taxation,  &c. 

In  Spanifh  St.  Domingo,  the  management  of  the 
finances  is   entruiued  to  a  contador,  and  agent  and  a 
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treafurer.  Thefe  three  form  a  trbunal  of  the  public 
treafury,  under  the  name  of  the  royal  officers.  It  is,- 
then,  of  thefe  three  individuals,  collectively  taken, 
that  I  fpeak,  when  I  fay,  royal  officers,  officers  cf  the 
domain,  officers  of  the  fife al,  or  officers  of  the  public  trea- 
fury, denominations  all  of  which  fuit  them,  becaufe 
they  exprefs  their  functions,  in  whole  or  in  part.  The 
prefident  ought  to  protect  the  execution  of  the  fenten- 
ces  of  the  tribunal,  which  is  left  to  the  ordinary  al- 
guazils,  for  this  tribunal,  has  none  of  its  own.  Some- 
times the  prefident  is  fuperintendant  of  the  finances, 
and  in  that  cafe  he  takes  the  title  as  fuch. 

No  one  of  the  royal  court  officers  can  abfenthim- 
felf  without  a  permiffion  of  the  king  ,  and  the  prefi- 
dent fills  up  his  place  in  the  interim  by  an  appoint- 
ment. Each  week  there  is  at  the  royal  court,  one  eve- 
ning fitting,  at  which  the  prefident,  the  dean  or; 
fome  other  auditor,  the  attorney- general  and  the 
royal  officers,  affemble  to  deliberate  on  matters 
wherein  the  hTcal  is  interefted,  and  at  which  each  of 
the  affiftants  has  a  deliberative  voice.  If  a  difpatch 
comes,  adreffed  to  the  prefident  and  the  royal  officers, 
they  open  it,  being  alTembled  together..  The  royal 
officers  of  Santo-Domingo,  now  render  their  accounts, 
to  a  contador  fettled  at  the  Havana.  There  are  three 
keys  to  .the  treafury  j  and  have  been  fince,  in  1508, 
Bernardin  de  St.  Claire,  the  treafurer,  was  found  in 
arrear  in  the  fum  cf  fixty  thoufand  dollars.  The  pre- 
fident always  keeps  one  of  the  keys,  the  contador  an 
other,  and  the  treafurer  the  third;  and  on  the  c^or  of 
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the  place,  where  the  treafure  is  kept,  are  three  pad- 
locks, the  keys  of  which  are  diftributed  to  the  fame 
perfons.  If  one  of  the  three  is  fick,  he  delivers  his  key 
to  the  fenior  of  the  other  two,  that  the  treafure  may 
be  opened,  which  is  done  once  a  week,  to  iffue  and 
receive  payments.  The  prefident  may  order  an  exa- 
mination of  the  treafury,  when  he  judges  it  neceffary. 
There  are  many  books  kept  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures.  If  the  royal  officers 
are  of  the  different  opinions  on  any  fubjed:,  they  call 
in  the  prefident,  when  he  is  fuperintendant,  or  eife 
the  dean  of  the  auditors. 

In  the  royal  treafury  there  is  alfo  a  cheft  where  the 
markers  and  punches  are  kept;  and  which  cannot  be 
taken  out  but  in  the  prefence  of  the  royal  officers. 

Every  auditor-is  obliged  tp  affift,  in  his  turn,  du- 
ring fix  months,  at  the  fales  made  for  the  account  of 
the  fifcal.  All  that  concerns  it  ought  to  be  promptly 
decided  in  the  tribunals,  and  the  prefident  may  pu- 
nifh,  on  the  requeft  of  the  attorney-general,  even  by 
dimiffion,  thofe  of  the  minifteriai  officers  who  lhall 
delay  the  decifion.  The  fifcal  pays  no  fees  to  the 
reporters  and  clerks,  and  whoever  is  in  debt  to  it*, 
cannot  exercife  the  functions  of  ordinary  alcade. 

The  royal  officers  ought  to  give  in  their  accounts 
the  fecond  day  of  every  year.  They  fearch  the  vef- 
fels  at  the  entry  and  clearance,  even  thofe  of  the  king, 
with  the  attorney-general,  and  they  put  tide-waiters 
on  board. 

Let  us  now  foe  of  what  confifts  the  public  revenue 
at  St.  Domingo. 
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Firft,  the  tithes  and  firft- fruits,  then  the  vacancies 
and  goods  of  the  deceafed  incumbents,  the  bulls  of  the 
Crufade,  the  duty  of  alcabela,  which  is  at  prefent  fixed 
&t  two  and  a  half  per  centum.  This  duty,  at  very  long 
ftanding,  the  name  of  which  is  Arabic,  was  eftabli- 
fhed  in  Spain  fo  early  as  1342,  by  the  confent  of  the 
Cortes i  and  was  applied  to  the  Spanifh  Indies  in  1574, 
in  virtue  of  a  law  of  1558.  The  eeclefiafticks  are 
exempted  from  it  in  their  own  income,  but  not  if  they 
poflefs  other  property.  The  articles  of  the  Crufade, 
metals  for  coining,  perfonal  property,  legacies,  and 
property  divided  among  co-heirs,  arms  and  books  are 
exempted;  but,  oil,  vinegar,  fruits,  meat,  cotton, 
fugar,  honey,  wool,  fkins,  linens,  fluffs,  glafs,  earthen- 
ware, upholftery,  ready-made  articles,  mercury,  lead, 
copper,  feathers,  pearls,  precious  -  ftones,  planks, 
boards,  wood,  houfhold  -  goods,  (laves,  houfes  and 
land,  all  are,  fubjecl:  to  the  alcabela.  The  royal  officers 
name  the  collectors  for  the  different  diftricts,  to 
whom  the  notaries  are  obliged  to  give  notice  of  the 
fales,  the  orders  for  which  they  have  received. 

Another  duty  is  that  of  the  demi-annat.  It  is  im- 
pofed.on  all  employments,  not  ecclefiaftical,  named 
by  the  king  or  by  any  other,  and  to  fill  which  it  is 
neceffary  to  be  fworn  in.  It  confifts  in  the  half  of  the 
product  of  the  place  during  the  firft  year.  There  are 
receivers  of  the  demi-annat,  who  pay  their  receipts 
into  the  public  treafury.  This  duty,  firft  laid  the  22nd 
of  May  1631,  on  account  of  the  low  ftate  of  the  fin 
nances  of  Spain,  was  augmented  the  6th  of  November 
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1642  to  another  half,  which  was,  however,  fuppreffed 
in  January  1649.  The.  demi-annat  is  paid,  one  half 
at  the  time  of  the  nomination,  and  the  other  half 
during  the  firft  month  of  the  fecond  year. 

Whoever  obtains  leave  of  abfence  for  a  year, 
pays  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  a  year,  the  eighth,  if 
the  leave  is  for  two  years,  the  fourth,  if  for  four  years,, 
and  the  half,  if  for  a  longer  fpace.  When  the  govern- 
ment grants  a  favour,  it  is  eftimated,  and  a  produce  is 
given  it,  capable  of  fupporting  the  demi-annat.  The 
perpetual  employments,  eftahlifhed  fince  the  creation 
of  the  demi-annat,  are  fubjecled  to  it. 

Whatever  is  embarked  or  difem.barkeel  in  the 
ifland,  pays  two  and  a  half  per  centum  duty  of  entry 
and  clearance,  if  raw  materials  of  the  Indies,  and  ten 
per  centum,  if  foreign,  except  books. 

The  confifcations  form  another  branch  of  the  pur 
blic  revenue.  All  relating  to  the  contraband  is  tiiefi 
by  the  royal  officers  in  their  precincts,  and  .by  ordi- 
nary jufdces  in  other  places.  The  appeals  of  contra- 
band by  fea,  come  before  the  Council  of  the  Indies,, 
and  thofe  by  land,  before  the  royal  court,  except  the 
fraudulent  importation  of  negroes,  in  which  cafes  the 
appeal  comes  before  the  Council  of  the  Indies.  T&s 
royal  court  is  ftriclly  forbidden  to  call  before  it  any 
caufe  of  contraband.  With  regard  to  that.ofgoljl 
and  filver,  fecret  informations  are  admitted. 

There  is  generally  an  irnpoft  on  the  negroes,  im- 
ported into  the  ifland  -,  but  I  fhall  explain-  .how  it 
has  been  fufpended,  in  order  to  favour  the  cultivation 
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of  the  lands.  For  the  difembarkation  of  negroes  it 
is  always 'necelTary  to  obtain  a  permit  from  the  royal 
officers,  or  thofe  of  the  juftices  in  other  places. 

The  king  has,  befides,  the  right  offhip-wreck,  as 
belonging  to  his  fovereignty. 

Another  part  of  the  public  revenue  is  the  produce 
of  the  fales  of  the  offices  of  alguazil-major,  writer 
of  the  chamber  or  clerk  of  the  royal  court ;  writers 
of  the  provincial  judge,  of  the  government,  munici- 
palities, number,  prifons,  property  of  the  deceafed;  of 
thofe  of  receiver  in  ordinary  of  the  court,  alguazil- 
major  of  the  towns  and  cities,  collector  of  fines,  taxer 
and  diftributor. 

The  perfon  who  acquires  any  one  of  thefe  venal 
offices  may  refign  it  when  he  pleafes;  but  at  this  firft 
refignation,  he  muft  pay  to  the  fifcal,  one  half  of  the 
amount  of  the  purchafe-money,  and  a  third  at  each 
fubfequent  refignation.  That  the  right  of  the  refignant 
may  be  legally  tranfmitted,  he  muft  furvive  twenty 
days,  and  he  who  fueceeds  him,  muft  prefent  him- 
felf  and  accept  in  fixty  days,  without  which  the  office 
is  reputed  vacant. 

Whether  one  of  thefe  offices  has  been  fold  or  re- 
figned,  the  king  muft  confirm  the  new  officer ,  and  if 
the  proof  of  fuck  confirmation  is  not  produced  by 
him  in  five  years,  the  office  is  fold  again,  and  a  third  of 
its  price  falls  to  the  public  revenue. 

There  are  alfo,  in  the  Spanifh  Indies,  perpetual 
offices,  which/  confidered  as  immoveable  property, 
are,  like  it,  liable  to  feizure. 
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There  are  fome  things  the  fale  of  which  is  ex- 
clusive, and  is  never  made  but  for  the  account  of  the 
king,  or  according  to  a  leafe  to  his  profit  -,  fuch  are, 
mercury,  fait,  playing-cards,  fealing-wax,  ftamped 
paper  of  different  fizes  and  various  price,  and  of 
which  each  fort  is  intented  for  certain  inftruments, 
which  are  nul  if  on  paper  of  another  fort. 

We  muft  add  to  the  public  receipts,  the  product 
of  fines,  and  the  duty  on  things  feized  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  juftices,  if  the  debt,  on  account  of  which 
the  feizure  has  been  made,  is  not  paid  in  fixty  twelve 
hours  after  the  making  it. 

Finally,  the  laft  duty  at  St.  Domingo,  is  that  im- 
pofed  on  the  Spanifh  'hatter1,  or  grazier,  for  each  head 
of  cattle  he  fells  to  French,  and  which  cannot  go 
freely  to  the  French  part,  without  a  permit  from  the 
prefident  and  a  receipt  for  the  payment  of  this  duty. 

The  court  of  Spain  has  granted  feveral  exemptions 
from  impolts  to  the  new  fettlements  forming  at  St. 
Domingo.  This  favour  is  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples  of  this  court,  who  commands  the  prefident, 
by  all  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  to  prefer,  in  the  grants 
of  lands,  fuch  perfons  as  are  capable  of  forming  new 
fettlements. 

The  grants  for  the  hattes  are  of  the  firft  order, 
becaufe  they  are  intended  to  provide  for  the  fubfif- 
tence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  thofe  for  cultivation  are 
considered  as  only  fecondary.  The  prefident  ought 
to  confult  the  municipalities  with  regard  to  the  grants, 
and  he  who  does  not  take  poffeflion  of  land  in  three 
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nionthfc,  lcfes  his  right,  and  the  land  is  given  to  an- 
other. 

The  meadows,  or  rather  grazing-lands,  the  moun- 
tains and  waters  are  in  common,  generally  fpeaking, 
td  a  certain  diftance  from  each  town  or  city.  Every 
hatte  is  allowed  a  league  in  circumference  if  it  has  two 
thoufand  head  of  cattle,  andafecond  league,  if  it  has 
ftx  thoufand,  and  a  third,  if  ten  thoufand.  No  one 
can  have  more  than  three  leagues.  The  wild  fruits 
are  in  common.  The  waters,  capable  of  being  em- 
ployed in  watering,  belong  to  tht  public  domain.  The 
president  and  royal  court  have  the  power  of  making  re- 
gulations with  refpect  to  the  ufe  Of  things  in  common. 

The  land  meafures  at  St.  Domingo  are,  the  Che- 
valerie  the  Fanegne,  and  the  Etendal.  (*•) 

The  government  has  alfo  undertaken  fome  efta- 
fclimnients  and  public  works  in  the  Spanifh  colonies. 
To  this  fort  of  care  it  is  that  St.  Domingo  owes  its 
■aniverfity,  eftalifhed  at  Sa-to-Do^ingo  by  Phillip 
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(*)  The  Chcvalerie  is  forty  cordes  or  vares  canuquerai  long, 
and  thirty  wide;  arfd  the  vare  conuquera,  contains  twenty  five 
vares  of  Caitille  of  31  inches,  13/20  of  a  French  foot.  The  Che- 
<valerieh  then,  2637  feet,  fix  inches,  long,  and  1978  feet,  1  inch 
and  a  half  wide,  or  5,217,  304  feet,  8  inches  and  3/12  fdpperficial, 
equal  to  144,925  fathoms,  1  foot,,  6  inches  and  6/12 ;  and,  con- 
fequently,  is  42  carreaux  13/22  (wanting  82  feet,  4/1 1 )  of  French 
St.  Domingo. 

The  Fdnegw  is  equal  to  26,880  feet  fuperficial,  or  746  fathoms 
2/3  fquare,  equivalent  to  1 1/50  (wanting  70  feet)  of  a  carreau 
Of  French  St.  Domingo. 

The  Etendal  is  5  feet  long,  as  is  alfo  the  French  fathom. 
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the  fourth.  It  is,  as  I  have  already  faid,  in  the  convent 
of  the  Dominicains,  founded  by  the  emperor  Charles 
V.  Neither  the  auditors  nor  the  attorney-general  can 
be  the  rectors  of  it. 

There  is  alfo  a  printing-office,  which  is  little  em- 
ployed, except  in  the  printing  of  the  meets,  lifts,  re- 
turns, and  others  papers  of  the  fame  fort,  for  the  diffe- 
rent branches  of  the  administration. 

No  work  concerning  the  colonies  can  be  printed 
in  them,  without  the  permiffion  of  the  Council  of  the 
Indies,  and  it  is  well  known  that  this  Council  is  not 
over  fond  of  granting  fuch  permiffions.  In  the  exa- 
mination cf  the  veffels  that  arrive,  Uriel  fearch  is 
made  after  the  books  profcribed  by  the  itiquifition, 
and  as  the  convent  of  St.  Laurence-the-royal  has,  in 
Spain,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  printing  religious 
books,  the  fenior  auditor  is  exclufively  charged  with  the 
caufes  that  this  privilege  may  give  rife  to  in  the  ifland. 
If  a  work  be  printed  at  St.  Domingo,  twenty  copies 
of  it  rriuft  be  delivered  to  the  prefident,  to  be  fent  by 
him  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  there  to  be  buried, 
like  every  thing  elfe  that  is  fent  thither,  d 

With  regard  to  public  works,  if  -the  prefident 
thinks  that  a  road,  a  bridge,  or  any  other  work  of  the 
fame  kind  is  necefTary,  he  orders  it  to  be  done,  laying 
the  expence  on  thofe  who  profit  from  it,  or  afking 
the  king's  permifBon  to  defray  fuch  expence  from  the 
public  treasure.  If  a  work  is  to  be  performed  in  the 
place  of  refidence  of  the  royal  court,  the  prefident, 
the  dean  of  the  auditors,  the  -juftice  and  ihe  muni- 
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cipal  body  deliberate  together  on  its  utility  and  con- 
cert the  means  of  execution.  In  the  towns  and  cities 
a  municipal  officer  is  the  overfeer  of  the  public  works, 
to  affifts.  to  which  the  vagabonds  are  fent,  when  the 
officers  of  police  do  not  neglect  this  part  of  their  duty. 

We  mufl  now  fpeak  of  the  phyficians,  furgeons 
and  apothecaries.  The  firft  are  of  three  claffes ; 
phyficians-general,  the  firft  phyficians  not  general  and 
fimple  phyficians.  One  phyfician-general  is  that  of 
the  court  of  Spain,  fometimes  fent  to  the  colonies  to 
take  the  fuperintendance  of  the  others,  to  inform  him- 
felf  of  all  the  perfons  of  the  fcience  and  even  of  the 
virtuofi,  of  what  medecinal  plants  there  are  in  the 
country,  their  culture  and  ufe ;  to  make  in  this  way  all 
the  experiments  that  he  poffibly  can,  and  to  fend  to 
Spain  fuch  of  thefe  articles  as  are  there  wanting  or  as 
capable  of  being  cultivated  there  ;  and,  finally,  to 
write  a  natural  hiftory  of  them.  If  the  firft  phyfician- 
general  is  to  refide  in  the  colony,  it  muft  be  at  the 
principal  place,  the  feat  of  the  royal  court,  and  he 
may  then  practice,  keeping  himfelf  within  five  leagues 
circumference.  However,  if  perfons,  from  a  greater 
diftance,  come  to  be  examined  by  him,  he  may  fubject 
them  to  his  examination. 

A  firft  phyfician  not  general  is  he  who  is  named 
by  the  king,  and  who  has  the  infpeclion  of  the  me- 
decines,  in  a  certain  extent  of  territory,  but  who  lofes 
this  employ,  when  there  is  a  firft  phyfician-general. 

The  ordinary  phyfician  and  others  cannot  practice, 
without  having  communicated    their  certificates  to 
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the  prefident  or  the  fenior  auditor,  and,  ifitbean 
ordinary  phyfician,  without  having  alfo  obtained  the 
permiffion  of  the  firft  phyficia'n.  The  bills  of  the  phy- 
ficians  are  taxed  by  the  royal-court.  For  the  exami- 
nation and  vifits  the  firft  phyficians  ought  to  conform 
themfelves  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  never 
grant  a  permiffion  without  a  perfonal  examination. 

No  one  can  be  a  furgeon  without  having  taken  his 
degrees,  and  being  examined  by  the  firft  phyfician ; 
and,  with  refpecl:  to  the  examination,  the  fame  holds 
good  in  regard  to  apothecaries. 

If  the  firft  phyfician  has  to  pronounce  a  penalty 
againft  fome  one,  he  muft  be  affifted  either  by  an  au- 
ditor named  by  the  court,  or  by  the  ordinary  juftice 
of  other  places. 

The  attorney-general  is  fpeciaily  ordered  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  the  laws,  in  every  thing  con-, 
cerning  the  phyfician^,  furgeons  and  apothecaries. 
The  prefident  may  alfo  caufe  the  drug-fhops  to  be 
vifited,  at  the  times  he  thinks  proper,  and  order  to  be 
deftroyed  every  thing  therein  found  that  is  bad. 

Thefe  ufeful  regulations  of  police  brings  me  to 
others  of  a  more  general  nature,  which  appear  worthy 
the  reader's  attention. 

The  Spanifh  government,  which  has  always  looked 
on  it  as  neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  its  colonies  to 
render  the  entrance  of  foreigners  into  them  extremely 
difficult,  could  find  no  furer  means  of  effecting  it,  than 
to  let  them  out  in  fome  fort  to  the  native  Spaniards, 
and  fubjecl:  them  to  the  neceffity  of  procuring  per- 
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miffions.  According  to  this  fyftem  it  is  that  no  one 
can  go  from  Spain  to  the  Indies  without  a  permiffion, 
-from  the  king  or  from  the  chamber  of  contraclation, 
a  fort  of  general-cuftom-houfe,  eftablifhed  at  Seville 
in  150.3;  the  only  town  which,  at  that  time,  was  per- 
mitted to  trade  with  America.  This  chamber,  which 
took  alfo  the  title  of  royal  court,  becaufe  it  was  be- 
fides  a  tribunal,  having  a  prefident,  took  cognizance 
of  every  thing  relating  to  the  commerce  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  Indies,  and  had,  over  this  commerce,  a  power 
of  infpeclion  and  fuperintendance,  the  voluminous 
particulars  of  which  cannot  find  place  here ;  becaufe, 
they  are  foreign  to  my  fubjeit,  and  becaufe,  fince  the 
commerce  of  the  colonies  has  been  transfered  to  Cadix 
and  other  places  in  Spain,  the  importance  of  the 
chamber  of  contraclation  (commercial  tranfaction)  ■ 
has  fo  diminished,  that  it  has  hardly  any  relation 
with  St.  Domingo,  except  as  to  the  management  of 
the  property  of  deceafed  perfons. 

Thofe  who  carry  to  the  colonies  perfons  without 
permnTions,  are  deprived  of  their  places,  and  a  perfon 
being  born  in  the  Indies  does  not  difpenfe  with  his 
obtening  a  permiflion.  They  are  never  given  to 
fufpeclecl  converts,  Jews,  to  their  children,  to  the 
reconciled,  their  fons  nor  grands  fons  ;  to  the  San-Be- 
mto3  nor  hereticks.  The  fame  prohibition  exifts  as 
to '  Haves,  and  to  negroes  who  are  thought  to  have 
acquired,,  by  their  rciidence  in  Spain,  notions  the 
propagation  of  which  might  be  elfwhere    dangerous. 

None  -but  bom  iubjecis  can  go  the  colonies  and 

fettle 
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fettle  there.  If  a  perfon  who  is  not  a  fubjecl:  born 
obtains  permiffion  to  go  there  to  fell  merchandifes, 
he  muft  difpofe  of  them  at  the  very  port,  where  they 
are  difembarked ;  nor  can  he  carry  away  any  thing  in 
return  but  money.  For  a  foreigner  to  obtain  a  fchedule 
of  naturalization,  he  muft  have  refided  twenty  years 
in  Spain,  or  in  the  Indies,  with  permiflion  -,  he  muft 
be  married  there  and  have  property  to  the  amount  of 
four  thoufahd  ducats.  This  fchedule  cannot  be  ob- 
tained till  after  proofs  are  taken  by  the  royal  court,  on 
the  depofition  of  witneffes  adminiftered  by  the  attor- 
ney-general, andfent  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies. 
Finally,  to  render  the  landing  in  the  colonies  more 
dangerous  to  foreigners  and  to  thofe  who  befriend 
them,  foreign  commerce  is  there  puniihed  with 
death. 

It  is  clear,  that  thefe  prohibitions  concernig  a 
paffage  to  the  Indies  are  not  calculated  to  render  the 
inhabitants  very  numerous,  and  there  are  yet  fo'rne 
who  cannot  re  fide  there :  I  mean  thofe  who,  being 
married  in  Spain,  happen  to  be  in  the  colonies  and 
live  in  a  manner  that  indicates  an  inclination  to  re- 
main there  without  their  wives.  The  law. directs, 
that  thefe  huibands,  thus  feparated  from  their  wives, 
be  fent  to  them  in  the  mother  country,  without  the 
leaft  attention  to  the  reafons  that  they  may  alledge 
for  being  excufed,  or  rather  for  putting  off  the  epoch 
of  a  meeting,  fometimes  againrt  the  wifh  of  both  par- 
ties. The  prefident  and  attorney-general  are  pofiti- 
v'ely  ordered  to  fee  to  the  fending  offfuch  hufbands. 
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With  the  fame  principle  in  view,  the  law  orders5 
that,  without  weighty  reafons,  no  leave  of  abfence 
fhall  be  granted  to  thofe  who  are  married  in  the  In- 
dies, and  who  wifh  to  go  to  Spain  withoirt  their 
wives. 

One  thing,  which  at  firft  may  appeal  rather  fingular, 
is,  that  there  are  fomeperfons,  who  obtain  royal  fche- 
dules  of  recommendation,  a  fort  of  certificate  for  the 
prefident  or  royal  court,  according  to  their  adrefs* 
place  thefe  fubjects  in  a  manner  analogous  to  their 
merit.  But  the  minifterial  letters  of  recommendation 
in  the  French  colonies  are  but  two  much  like  thefe 
fchedules,  and  are  even  more  whimfical,  fince  often- 
times they  are  given  from  difhonourable  motives, 
while  the  publicity  of  the  fchedules  and  the  character 
of  him  from  whom  they  emanate,  ought  to  render 
them  lefs  frequent,  and  a  permanent  Council,  like 
that  of  the  Indies,  muft  be  more  difficult  to  deceive 
than  a  tranfitory  minifter,  who  looks  upon  all  means 
as  good  which  may  tend  to  the  prefervation  of  his 
place. 

It  is,  befides,  very  eafy  to  give  honourable  reafons 
for  a  fchedule  of  recommendation,  at  once  for  the 
protector  and  the  protected ;  fince,  in  the  Spanifh 
colonies,  the  .law  permits  every  one  to  prove  his 
fervices  before  the  royal  court.  He  who  defires  this 
legal  proof,  contents  himfelf  with  requefting  the  court 
to  take  it,  explaining  only  the  motive  he  has  for  making 
it.  The  attorney-general  intervenes  and  points  out 
the  witneffes.    An  inviolable  fecrecy  is  obferved  with 
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refpeft  to  the  witnefles,  and  the  deliberation,  when 
the  court  ifTues  its  Opinion  on  the  proof,  on  the  per-* 
fon  requiring  it  on  his  capacity  or  his  right,  relative 
to  the  object  that  he  propofes  to  attain.The  attorney- 
general  if  he  be  of  another  opinion  than  the  court,  and 
the  latter  refufes  to  make  mention  of  it,  may  write 
himfelf.  If  the  proof  require  witnefles  at  a  diftance, 
the  court  orders  fome  one' to  receive  their  depofitions, 
and   the  whole   is  fentto  the  Council  of  the  Indies* 

If  it  be  an  ecclefiaftic,  he  addreffes  himfelf  to  the 
archbifhop,  or  by  the  confent  of  this  latter,  to  the 
royal  court  -,  but  he  mull  produce  proofs  in  writing. 
If  a  municipal  body,  it  receives  a  duplicate  of  the 
proof,  that  it  may  be  fent  by  itfelf  It  may  happen, 
then,  in  cafe  of  a  favourable  evidence,  or  from- the 
notes  that  the  archbifhop,  the  prefident  and  royal 
court  fend  in  form  of  adminiilration  on  the  divers 
fubjects,  that  fchedules  of  recommendation  may  be 
given;  and  if  thofe  who  obtain  them,  are  not  yet 
arrived  in  the  colony,  they  may  have  the  means  of 
obtaining  this  teftimony  equally  honourable,  though 
taken  in  other  parts  of  the  Spanifh  dominions. 

Having  now  feen  what  is  in  fome  fort  prescribed 
to  every  one,  it  remains  to  examine  what  means  the 
Spanifh  governemnt  employs  to  verify  if  the  diffe- 
rent duties  are  difcharged,  and  to  chaftife  thofe;  who 
deviate  from  them. 

When  the  prefident  is  of  opinion:that  there  exifts* 
an  abufe,  or  abufes,  in  a  place,  or  in  any  part  of  the 
-public  adminiilration,  he  confers  with  the  royal  court 
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on  the  necefiity  of  fending,  or  appointing,  a  judge  by 
commiffion,  or  infpeclor,  to  afcertain  the  fac"ts;  and 
if  the  court  is  of  that  opinion,  the  prefident  choofes 
the  perfon.  The  royal  court  delivers  him  a  commif- 
fion,  and  fees  that  he  does  not  exceed  it.  If  it  be 
touching  fomething  where  fecrecy  is  neceffary,  the 
prefident  might  fend  an  infpedtor,  without  informing 
the  royal  court  of  it. 

They  ought  n  ever  to  fend  an  auditor,  except  in  a 
cafe  of  great  confequence,  and  it  is  to  an  auditor  only 
that  the  power  can  be  given  of  diciding  in  the  firlfc 
inftance.  Every  other  judge  by  commiffion,  not 
fecret,  mull  caufe  his  commiffion  to  be  enregiftred  at 
the  town-houfe  of  the  place  where  he  exercifes  it. 

-The  Council  of  the  Indies  has,  on  its  fide,  a  check 
much  more  extenfrve  ;  that  of  fending  an  infpector- 
general  to  the  colonies,  who  informs  himfelf  of  every 
thing  without  exception,  without  being  obliged,  to 
make  his  commiffion  known  to  the  royal  court,  who 
receives  only  the  fchedule  of  his  nomination,  that  it 
may  not  refufe  jurifdiftion  to  the  infpector.  The  court 
is  obliged,  and  the  prefident  alfo,  to  communicate 
to  him  all  the  information  he  may  wifh  for.  He  may 
affift  at  the  fittings  and  deliberations  of  the  court, 
but  not  vote.  The  prefident  cannot,  however,  be 
examined  unlefs  as  chief  of  the  royal ,court,  and  not 
as  governor- and  captain-general.  If  the  infpeclor 
afks  to  fee  the  regifters  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
royal  court,  the  prefident  orders  a  place  to  be  pre- 
pared in  the  court-houfe,  where  the  infpector  comes 
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and  performs  his  examination ;  but  he  cannot  remove 
the  regifters.  The  royal  court  may  refufe,  if  it  choo- 
fes,  to  Ihow  him  the  copies  of  its  letters  to:the-king, 
if  it  is  not  expreilly  order  to  do  it. 

The  infpettor  may  appoint  fome  one  in  his  place 
for  the  afcertaining  a  fact  in  a  place  at  a  diftance.  He 
does  not  communicate  the  proofs  that  he  collects.  He 
may,  for  ferious  offences,  pronounce  fufpenfion,  and 
even  fend  public  officers  to  Spain,  except  the  prefi-. 
dent.  Without  waiting  till  the  end  of  his  inflection, 
he  may  tranfmit  the  proofs  of  important  fa«5ls  to  the 
Council.  He  acts  againfi:  thofe  who  have  acquired 
habitations,  contracted  marriages,  and  violated  the 
prohibitions  concerning  acquifitions  and  contracts. 
All  the  alguazils  are  at  his  orders,  and  during  feventy 
days,  beginning  on  the  day  he  announces  his  million, 
he  receives  all  the  complaints  that  can  be  addrefled 
to  him,  fcand  rejects  all  fuch  as  come  after  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time.  The  Council  of  the  Indies  pro- 
nounces on  his  infpection,  and  the  appeal  by  {ap- 
plication does  pot  always  lay  from  the  decifion  of 
the  Council  in  theie  matters. 

A  laft  check  from  which  no  one  need  hope  to  ef- 
cape,  is,  the  refidence,  a  name  given  to  an  examina- 
tion which  takes  place  every  time  that  a  public  func- 
tion, of  whatever  nature,  in  the  Spanifh  colony,  ceafes,- 
whether  by  death,  difmiiiion,  expiration  of  time,  or 
transfer  to  another  place. 

Thofe  perfons,  whofe  places  are  in  the  nomination 
of  the   king,  have   for  examiners  of  their  refidence 
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thofe  whom  the  king  appoints  for  the  purpofe  on  the 
defignation  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  and  this 
Council  is  the  only  judge  of  the  appeals  from  the 
Sentence  given  on  the  proofs  or  complaints  of  the 
refidence.  With  refpect  to  perfons  named  by  the 
prefident,  or  whom  he  has  appointed  -pro  interim,  he 
himielf  names  the  infpeclor  of  their  refidence,  and 
the  royal  court  pronounces.on  the  proofs  which  have 
been  collected.  The  prefident  names,  befides,  an 
auditor  to  examine  into  the  refidence  of  the  aldermen 
or  municipal  officers,  to  whom  the  police  of  Santo- 
Domingo  is  committed. 

All  the  ordinary  alcades,  aldermen,  clerks  and 
others  municipal,  officers  are  fubjec"b  to  the  refidence. 
Although  this  examination,  called  the  refidence, 
ought  not  to  take  place  till  the  clofe  of  the  exercife, 
as  this  regulation  might  be  the  caufe  of  malverfation, 
if  the  prefident  thinks  a  cafe  of  a  very  ferious  nature, 
he  may,  in  conference  with  the  royal  court,  if  the 
court  is  of  the  fame  opinion  with  himfelf,  order  fome 
one,  and  even  an  auditor ,  to  take  the  examination  of 
the  refidence  at  once  ;  and  the  prefident  then  fends 
to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  the  reafons  by  which  he 
has  been  actuated. 

To  facilitate  the  choice  of  the  prefident  of  the 
Council  of  the  Indies,  with  regard  to  thofe  whom  "he 
mall  name  to  take  the  refidence,  the  prefident  of  the 
colony  ought  to  fend  to  the  Council  lifts,  accompa- 
nied with  notes,  of  the  perfons  in  theifland,  whom  he 
believes  fit  for  judges  of  refidence  in  the  different 
places. 
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It  is  at  the  principal  place  of  the  exercife  of  a  public 
officer,  that  the  examination  of  his  refidence  ought 
to  be  taken.  From  the  day  when  it  is  publickly 
given  out  that  it  begins,  there  are  feventy  days  allowed 
for  receiving  complaints,  and  feventy  more  for  re- 
drefs.  He  who  is  informed  againft  has  a  right  to 
defend  himfelf.  If  it  be  a  prefident,  an  auditor  or 
attorney-general,  and  he  be  intended  for  another 
court,  and  is  obliged  to  take  advantage  of  an  oppor- 
tunity, he  may  leave  a  perfon  charged  with  his  de- 
fence, in  giving  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  what 
ever  may  be  given  againft  him. 

The  judge  of  the  refidence  ought  to  receive  as  well 
what  is  for  as  againft  the  perfon  tried,  and  a  law  prefc- 
cribes  to  him  to  act  with  prudenceyfagacity,  and  as  a 
chriftian.  There  can  never  be  twp examinations  of 
refidence  for  one  exercife. 

When  the  refidence  of  any  one  who  has  a  right  to 
draw  on  the  public  treafury  is  taken,  the  royal  officers 
ought  to  be  apprized  of  it,  that  it  may  be  feen  whe- 
ther the  drafts  drawn  by  him  do  not  give  room  for 
charges  againft  him. 

If,  in  the  refidence  of  an  overfeer  of  collection' of 
public  duties,  it  appears  that  there  is  fomething  to  be 
recovered  in  favour  of  the  royal  treafury,  the  judge 
addreffes  thefe  articles  to  the  officers  royals  faving  the 
royal  court,  if  it  ought  to  take  cognizance  of  the  re- 
fidence, to  pronounce  on  what  [there  is  culpable  and 
criminal  in  the  conduct  of  the  perfon  whefe  account 
is.  examined 
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The  fentences  in  refidence,  for  fubornation  and^cor- 
ruption,  are  executive  to  the  amount  of  thirty  dol- 
lars. If  more  considerable,  their  amount  ought  to  be 
configned  on  the  appeal.  If  they  fall  on  an  officer 
for  having  profited  from  a  fuit,  they  are  executive  as 
high  as  two  hundred  ducats,  with  a  fecurity  furniihed 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintif. 

One  copy  of  the  papers  and  fentences  of  refidence, 
which  mufi;  be  fent  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  is 
depofited  in  the  royal  court  by  the  clerk  of  the  refi- 
dence, and  it  remains  there  in  fecret,  in  cafe  the  ori- 
ginals mould  be  loft  in  the  voyage.  The  judge  of  the 
refidence  fends,  with  the  paper,  a  particular  note,  in 
which  he  explains  his  opinion. 

.  When  the  queftion  is  touching  frauds  of  the  duties, 
elandeftine  fhipments  and  other  matters  of  the  like 
fort,  one  witnefs  is  fufficient. 

In  the  refidence,  if  he  againft  whom  it  is  inftituted, 
and  who  is  prefent,  mould  die  in  the  intermediate  time 
while  the  decifion  is  fent  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies, 
the  pecuniary  penalties  mult  be  difcharged  by  his  heir 
or  by  his  fecurity. 

The  judges  who  are  ordered  to  try  the  refidence  of 
the  auditors  and  attorney-general,  may  caufe  them  to 
be  arrefteds  caufe  their  property  to  be  fequeftrated,  and 
fend  them  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  with  their  fuit 
completed. 

The  attorney-general  ought  to  fee  to  the  prompt 
termination  of  the  trials  of  refidence  fubmitted  to  the 
royal  court,  and  fend  annually  to  the  Council  of  the 
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Indies,  proofs  of  the  refidence  of  the  officers  of  juftice 
named  by  the  prefident,  with  the  fentences  of  the 
court,  and  the  particularities  of  their  execution. 

When  the  fentences  of  the  judges  of  refidence  named 
by  the  king  do  not  go  to  penalties  above  fix  hundred 
dollars,  the  perfon  againft  whom  they  are  paired  may. 
appeal  to  the  royal  court  in  place  of  to  the  Council: 
of  the  Indies  j  but  with  refpecl:  to  fentencesin  favour 
of  the  fifcal,  this  Council  only  can  judge  in  appeal 

The  appeal  by  fupplication  does  not  lay  from  fen- 
tences given  by  the  Council  in  matters  of  refidence, 
unlefs  fuch  fentences  extend  to  privation  of  office,  or  to 
corporal  punifhment. 

Finally,  an  officer  cannot  be  removed  from  one 
poll  to  another,  without  producing  the  proofs  of  the 
refidence  for  the  one  he  has  already  filled.  The  refi- 
dence was  eftablifhed  at  St.  Domingo  in  1543. 

Who  would  not  believe,  that  the  fear  of  an  exami- 
nation, extending  to  every  aft  public  and  private  of  a 
man,  whom  any  one  may  accufe,  who  is  given  up,  in 
fome  fort,  to  every  kind  of  vexation  and  reproach, 
to  envy  and  even  vengeance  -,  who  would  believe, 
that  fuch  a  man  would  not  be  a  perfon,  in  the  conti- 
nual habit  of  living  like  the  fage  who  wifhed  that  he. 
had  a  window  in  his  breaft  expofing  his  heart  to  every 
eye?  Who  would  not  believe  that  the  people  riving 
under  the  care  of  a  being  furrounded  with  2  v^ktchss 
fulnefs,  that  a  thoufand  motives  mufb  call  into  re- 
doubled activity  would  not  be  the  happier!  o>  man- 
kind ,  particularly  when  we  know^  that  there  is  not 
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a  lingle    Spaniard,   who  is  not  permitted  to  write 
dire&ly,  and  with  the  greatefr.  confidence  of  fecrecy, 
to  the  king,  if  the  previous  communication  of  his 
obfervations  to  the  prefident  or  the  royal  court  mould 
appear  dangerous  to  him  ?  But,  this  refidence,  fo  ex- 
tolled by  Raynal,  who  looked  on  it  as  applicable  to  the 
prefident  only,  is  but  a  mere  fcare-crow.   In  no  coun- 
try in  the  world,  perhaps,  are  perfons  in  authority  fo 
delpotic   as  in  the   Spaniih   colonies,  and  when  we 
know  with  what  rapidity  fome  of  them  make  fortunes, 
we  cannot  deny  that  there  is  no  obftacle  that  the  love 
©f  gain  doe  s  not  furmount,'  and  that,  as  has  been  often 
faid,  the  want  of  delicacy  itfelf  procures  the  means  of 
expiating  the  fault  which  it  caufes  to  be  committed. 
The  public  officers  certainly  recollect  the  refidence, 
but  it  is  to  intimidate  thofe  whom  they  might  fear,  to 
gain  their  fuffrages,  or  at  leaft  purchafe  their  filence  : 
in  ;a  word,   there  is.  a  league   between  all  perfons  in 
place,   even  .becaufe   they  are  fubje&ed  to  a  cenfure, 
long  degenerated  into  a  vain  formality.  An  angel  from 
on  high  mufl  defeend  to  prefide  as  judge  at  the  refi- 
dence of  thofe  who  find  the  means  of  fattening  in  a 
country  where  every  thing  wears  the  afpecT  of  mifery, 
and  heaven  refufes  this   ufeful  miracle  to  the  Spanim 
territory,  where  the  men  in  power  fometimes  acl  as 
if  they  were  well  convinced  that  the  penal  inquifition 
which  awaits  them,  is  no  more,  than  a  chimera  that  it 
would  be  childim  to  fear. 

Let  us  here  finifh  the  picture  of  the  adminiflration 
of- the  Spanim  colony,  in  which  many  perfons  will  yet 
find  much  to  wilh  for,  but  which  it  would  have  been 
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impoflible  to  extend,  without  entering  into  particulars 
that  would  lead  us  too  far.  This  picture,  fuch  as  it  is^ 
will  fuffice,  to  give  the  reader  a  juft  idea  of  that  ad- 
miniftration,  and  enable  him  to  conceive  how  even 
the  nature  of  the  means  mud  often  be  a  bar  to  the  ex* 
pecked  effets,  becaufe  the  paflions  of  men  have  been 
left,  out  of  the  account  j  and  finally  to  prove,  which  I 
am  particularly  defirous  fhould  be  attended  to,  that 
the  administration  of  the  French  colonies  has  been 
framed,  in  many  of  its  parts,  after  the-  model  of  the* 
firft  fettled  colony  in  the  New  World. 

But,  the  prefent  fituation  of  Spanifh  St.  Domingo, 
which  was  the  prototype  of  all  the  fugar  and  flave 
colonies^  no  longer  allows  it  to  claim  its  authority. 
Poverty  and  mifery  have  taken  poffemon  of  its  fertile 
foil,  and  were  it  not  for  its  relations  with  the  colonies 
flirrounding  it,  it  would  hardly  exift :  the  muft  ancient 
eftablifhment  in  America  would,  perhaps  have  been 
totally  abandoned  by  the  defendants  of  thofe  who 
founded  it. 

The  principal  relation  fubfifling  between  the  two 
colonies,  that  which  is  mofc  advantageous  to  both,  is 
the  trade  in  cattle.  To  give  a  juft  idea  of  it,  I  muft 
refer  to  what  will^  in  fome  meafure,  be  an  anticipation 
of  the  defcription  of  the  French  part ;  but  as  I  am 
going  to  treat  of  what  is  common  to  the  two  na- 
tions, this  can  be  no  inconvenience. 

I  have  fpoken  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  qua- 
drupeds, tranfported  from  Spain  to  St.  Domingo, 
multiplied  in  the  iflandi  and :  every  thing  related  bf 
the  hiftorians  concerning  the-  wade  in-  hides,  fuffi- 
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ciently  proves  that  the  propagation  of  horned  cattle 
was  aftonifhingly  rapide.  They,  befides,  inform  us, 
that  great  numbers  of  animals  were  become  wild,  and 
it  is  eafy  to  imagine  that  the  decay  of  the  colony 
mull  have  augmented  the  number,  and  that  immenfe 
fpaces  becoming  the  quiet  aiylum  of  thefe  animals,  their 
multiplication  mull  be  beyond  all  idea. 

It  is,  then,  clear,  that  when  the  firfl  French  fettled 
down  at  St.  Domingo,  the  ifland  was  flocked  with 
wild  oxen  and  horfes.  The  name  of  Bucannier  is  yet 
well  enough  known  to  make  us  remember  that  their 
only 'employment  was  that  of  hunting  the  oxen,  their 
only  fubfiflence,  the  fleih  that  hunting  procured,  and 
their  only  trade,  the  traffic  in  the  fkins  of  thofe  ani- 
mals. 

Thefe  firfl  French  fettled  along  the  cOaft,  whence 
they  fet  out  for  the  chace  and  whence  they  could,  by 
fea,  fly  from  the  purfuit  of  the  Spaniards,  when  not  in 
actuation  to  refill.  Befides,  this  fituation  was  the  only 
one  that  fuited  their  trade,  or  that  could,  indeed, 
render  it  practicable.  A  fpot  of  about  a  hundred, 
or  a  hundred  and  fifty,  fathoms  in  extent,  by  two  or 
three  hundred  deep,  was  fufEcient  for  each,  becaufe 
a  neighbour  was  then  a  companion  for  the  chace  and 
a  comrade  in  war.  But  the  very  profit  of  the  chace 
rendered  it -lefs  eafy,  and  as  men  deftroyed  fafter  than 
nature  propagated,  the  animals  felt  a  confiderable 
diminution. 

This,  together  with  the  hints  of  Ogeron,  brought 
on  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  with  which  the  colonifls 
were  difgufled  by  the  vexations  of  monopolizing  com- 
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panies.  Population  was  advanced,  the  tafte  for  the 
chace  and  its  refource,  were  weakned,  the  French 
colony  languished,  till  revived  by  the  ufeful  cultiva- 
tion of  the  indigo.  Every-  one  wifhed  to  have  ne- 
groes, and  augment  his  lands  -,  and  it  was  at  this  epoch 
that  one  began  to  acquire  the  land  of  another  to 
augment  his  own  portion.  Now,  too,  it  was 
that  grants  were  afked  for,  which  formed  what  was 
called  the  fecond  ftory  3  that  is  to  fay,  a  fecond  line  of 
tracts  behind  thofe  which  joined  on  to  the  coaft. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  indigo,  the  increafe  of  the  popu- 
lation and  that  of  the  number  of  negroes,  produced  by 
thofe  carried  away,  in  pretty  considerable  number, 
from  Jamaica,  when  DucafTe  attacked  that  ifland; 
gave  the  firfl  notion  of  eflablifhing  fugar-plantations. 
Thefe  gave  a  new  value  to  the. lands,  and  requiring 
larger  tracts  than  the  indigo  plantations,  fe vera!  fmall 
ones  were  united  and  became  the  property  of  one 
perfon.  He  who  had  fold  his  lot  on  the  coaft,  carried 
his  induftry  to  the  fecond,  third  or  fourth  line,  and 
fuccefiivery  towards  the  interior  parts  of  the  colony. 

Here,  where  I  take  a  rapid  fketch  of  the  progrefs  of 
the  french  colony  down  to  the  end  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  I  muft  add,  that  a  want  of  fubfiftence  began 
to  be  felt.  There  were  yet  wild  animals,  but  they  fled 
back  as  man  advanced,  and  the  lefs  were  killed  as 
the  number  of  hunters  daily  decreafed. 

The  chace  was  extremely  destructive,  becaufe  al- 
moft  all  the  animals  that  the  hunters  came  up  with 
they  killed,  and  this  was  another  caufe  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  this  refource, 
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Finally  as  early  as  1685,  the  French  cclonifts  were 
oblio-ed  to  have  recourle  to  the  Spaniards,  who, 
become  herdfmen  by  necefliry  and  by  a  fort  of  natural 
indolence,  had  hattes,  the  produce  of  which  they 
brought  into  the  French  colony  for  fale.  It  was  natu- 
rally conceived,  that  if  raifmg  catde  was  beneficial  to 
the  Spaniards,  it  would  be  equally  fo  to  the  French. 
Accordingly  hattes  were  formed,  and  with  the  more 
eagernefs  as  the  Spaniards  themfelves  deftroyed  the 
wild  animals  near  the  French  part,  in  order  to  keep 
the  hunters  from  among  them.  MMrs.  de  Saint- 
Laurent  and  Begon,  adminiftrators- general  of  the 
French  iflands,  being  come  to  St.  Domingo  in  1684, 
had  a  good  deal  of  influence  in  this  meafure ;  they 
even  perfuaded  the  hunters  to  fend  cattle  to  the 
windward  iflands,  and  there  were  actually  fome  car- 
goes fent  thither  from  St.  Domingo. 

The  eUablifhment  of  hattes  began  in  the  northen 
part,  and,  for  even  a  long  time  there  were  none  in  the 
other  parts.  Mr.  de  Franquefnay,  lieutenant  of  the 
king,  gave,  in  1685,  the  firft  example  of  a  French 
hatte,  on  "a  tract  which  he  pofieffed  in  the  favana  of 
Limonade,  not  far  from  the  place  where  he  was  killed 
in  a  battle  with  the  Spaniards,  in  the  month  of  Janua- 
ry 1 691.  MMrs  Robineau'  and  Faiaile,  his  neigh- 
bours, imitated  him,  as  aifo  many  other  planters,  in 
1686  and  1687.  They  bought  their  frock  in  the 
Spaniih  part,  and  paid  for  each  caw  and  caif  as  high  as 
twenty  five,  dollars.  The  Spaniards  already  furnifhed 
the   cattle   confumed  in  the  northen  part,,  in  fmali 


Spanijh  Part  of  St.  Domingo.  103 

quantity  it  is  true,  but  this  fact  proves  the  penury  of 
the  French  colony,  0$  to  fpeak  more  correctly,  the 
difficulty  there  was  of  turning  the  chace  to  good 
account. 

All  the  hattes  in  the  dependency  of  Limonade  were 
deftroyed  at  the  time  of  the  invafion  of  the  ennemy, 
in  1 69 1  and  1695;  and  if  fome  of  the  cattle  efcaped, 
they  fled  to  the  woods. 

After  thefe  difafters,  and  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwick, 
fbgar  plantations  began  to  be  formed.     In  1698  there 
were  three  in  the  northen  part,  the  only  one  that  thea 
pofleffed  any.     Mr.  de  Charitte,  the  governor  of  the 
Cape,  arrived  there   the  fame  year,  excited  the  colo- 
nifts  as  much  as  poffible  to  form  hattes.     It  was  in 
eonfequence   of  his  preffing    follicitations   that  Mr. 
Ducafle  granted   the  ordinance  of  the  20th  January 
1700,  which  enjoins  on  all  thofe  who   have  obtained 
grants  for  hattes,  to  have  on  each  at  leaft  a  hundred 
head  of  cattle  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture  of  the  land.     At  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
the  lands,  on  which  the  conditions  had  not  been  ful- 
filled were  actually  taken  back.     In  the   raques  of 
Limonade,  a  good  deal   of  this  land  was  granted  alfo 
at  Caracol  and  Jaquezy,  for  the  raifing  of  cattle  j  and 
Mr.   de  Charitte  himfelf  formed  a  hatte  at  Jaquezy. 
The  hattes  became  more  and  more  numerous,  as  the 
land  advanced  from  thefea,and  extended  even  towards 
the  banks  of  the  Maffacre  -,   fo  that,  in  1 7 1 2,  there 
were,  between  Limonade  and  that  river,  more  than 
ten  thoufand  head  of  cattle. 

ThJ3  fuccefsj  which  threatened  the  Spaniards  with  the 
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lofs  of  an  avantageous  branch  of  trade,  was  the  thing 
that  moft  enraged  them,  when,  thofe  of  St.  Yago 
came  to  commit  murders  in  the  neigbourhood  of  the 
river  Maffacre,  under  the  pretext  of  vengeance  for 
the  cattle  that  had  been  ftolen  from  them.  In  fpite 
of  their  inroads,  however,  there  were  more  than 
fourteen  thoufand  head  of  horned  cattle  in  the  extent 
juffc  mentioned,  and  an  ox  was. already  fold  for  about 
three  dollars  -,  but  thehorfes,  whether -for  travelling  or 
for  mounting  the  militia,  were  almoft  generally  furni- 
£hea\by  the  Spanifh  part.  The  Spanifh  brought  alfo  the 
mules  for  the  fugar  manufactures,  where  they  are 
juftly  preferred  to  horfes.  In  17 16  there  were  already 
a  hundred  manufactures,  though  there  was  not  one 
in  1685;  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  mills  belon- 
ging to  them  were  turned  by  cattle.  A  mule  coft  as 
high  as  forty  dollars. 

Thus  the  hattes  which  had  been  more  numerous 
than  the  fugar  plantations,  fince  there  was  ftill  forty 
of  the  firft  in  the  northern  part  before  17 12,  were 
foon  inferior  in  number.  The  profits  of  cultivation, 
compared  to  thofe  of  raifing  cattle,  were  fomuch  the 
greater,  as  the  herdfmen  confidered  the  effects  of 
their  negligence  or  ignorance  as  fo  many  inherent 
evils  belonging  to  the  eiiabliihment  of  hattes. 

In  this  light  it  was  that  they  looked  upon  the  lofs 
of  a  great  part  of  their  cattle  which  became  wild,  or 
vagabond,  to  ufe  their  own  term,  while,  in  reallity, 
they  ought  to  have  imputed  this  to  their  haying 
commited  the   care   of  their  hattes  to  a  number  of 

negroes, 
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negroes,  fa  much  lefs  fufEcient  to  keep  and  afTembl$ 
the  cattle  as  they  had  not,  like  the  Spanilh  herdfmen,. 
horfes  to  aid  them  in  their  purfuit.  Thefe  vagabond 
cattle  became  the  game  of  the  hunters. 

But,  another  circumftance  had  a  fatal  influence  on 
the  hattes  of  both  nations ;  I  mean  the  management  of 
flaughter-houfes. 

From  the  time  that  the  colonifts  ceafed  to  be  (bat- 
tered along  the  coaft,  and  to  find,  for  themfelves,  a 
fource  of  fubfiftence  in  the  chace ;  as  foon  as  difcincl; 
and  parochial  fettlemens  were  formed,  there  were  pla- 
ces appointed  for  the  fale  of  meat.  Under  the  pretext, 
true  or  falfe,  of  fecuring  their  utility,  the  police,  as  it 
is  called,  of  thefe  places  was  regulated  j  and  a  duty  or 
obligation  impofed  of  furnifhing  what  was  necefTary 
for  confumption,  became  the  object  of  a  privilege/  It 
is  rare,  that  he  who  can  refufe  does  not  put  a  price 
on  what  he  grants,  and  before  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  the  privilege  of  the  flaughter-houfes, 
at  firft  fubjected  to  a  public  adjudication,  became 
venal.  I  have  proof,  that  before  1700,  the  flaughter- 
houfes  were  become  a  little  patrimony  to  the  ftafF, 
I  know  not  in  virtue  of  what  right,  if  not  of  that  which 
we  ought  to  blufh  at  naming. 

In  1702,  the  flaughter-houfes  at  the  Cape  were 
farmed  for  five  hundred  dollars.  Thofe  of  Leogane 
for  the  double  of  that  fum,  and  thofe  of  Petit-Gpave 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty.  The  governor  of 
the  colony  took  half  the  whole  to  himfelf,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Cape,  the  quarter  part  of  that:  Qf  the  Cape 

Vol  II.  6 
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flaughter-houfes,  and  in  the  other  places  this  quarter 
Went  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  king.  After  thefe  the 
major  took  an  eighth,  and  the  remaining  eight  was 
divided  between  the  fub-majors.  The  licence  for 
taverns  was  alfo  an  income  for  the  lame  perfons,  to 
whom  thefe  inftitutions  owed  their  rife,  inftitutions 
more  worthy  of  the  invention  of  under  farmers  of 
revenue  than  of  military  officers. 

In  1704,  the  fame  tax  exifted,  notwithstanding  the 
providing  of  provifions  was  daily  more  difficult,  and 
if,  for  a  moment,  St.  Domingo  had  been  capable  of 
furnifhing  fome  Cargoes  of  cattle,  it  was  now  but  too 
clear  that  its  refources  where  no  longer  equal  to  its 
wants.  But  an  obfervation  like  this  was  not  to  be 
made  by  the  ftaff  officers  themfelves ;  and  nobody 
would  or  dared  do  it. 

While  thofe  who  ought  to  have  thought  about 
nothing  but  the  general  intereft,  thus  collected  fhame- 
ful  and  at  once  pitiful  fees,  the  graziers  themfelves 
injured  their  eftablifhments  by  keeping  packs  of  dogs, 
which  threatened  to  become  as  deftructive  as  the 
fame  animals  had  been  in  the  Spanifh  part.  In  1704, 
Mr.  Auger  was  obliged  to  iffue  two  ordinances,  one 
forbidding  to  keep  dogs  in  the  hattes,  and  the  other 
forbidding  the  chace  near  the  hattes,  the  cattle  belon- 
ging to  which  were  too  often  the  victims  of  the  impru- 
dence, or  of  fomething  lefs  excufable,  of  the  hunters. 

In  1705,  the  farming  of  the  flaughter-houfes  in 
the  northern  part  brought  in  more  than  five  hundred 
dollars,  that  of  Leogane  and  the  reft  of  the  colony 
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,  ftill  more,  and  in  17 10,  when  an  ordinance  of  the 
adminiftrators  renewed  the  prohibition  of  hunting  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  hattes,  and  prefcribed  to  the  inha- 
bitants living  near  them  to  fence  in  their  porTefiions, 
that  the  propagation-  of  cattle  might  be  the  better 
fecured,  the  amount  of  the  flaughter-houfes  was  near 
two  thoufand  dollars..  In  1711,  the  intendant  (for 
there  had  been  one  appointed  fince  1703)  required, 
by  an  ordinance,  eight  French  livres  for  each  head 
of  cattle  killed  in  the  flaughter-houfes  of  Port-deT 
Paix. 

In  order  to  do  without  the  help  of  the  Spaniards,  the 
hattes  mould  have  been  multiplied  5  but   to  refill  the 
Spaniards,  the  inhabitants  muft  be  multiplied,  which, 
did  not  agree  with  the  fyftem  of  the  hattes,  which  ne- 
cefTarily  fuppofes  fcattered  habitations,  and  large  tracts 
where  there  are  only  cattle.     The  hattes  were  nearly 
given  up  in  the  determination   that  was  taken,  when., 
by  the  ordinance  of  21ft  June  17 n,  the  adminiftra- 
tion   granted  for  cultivation,  all  the  land  from  Limo- 
nade  to  the  river  Rebouc.    In  truth,  the  favanas  were 
referved  for  the  hattes,  but  this  refervation  mowed 
plainly  that  they  had  not  the  preference,  and  I  have 
faid  that  then,  the  produce  of  a  fugar  or  indigo  plan- 
tation led  no  one  to  prefer  to  them  that  of  a  hatte. 
There  was,  indeed,  an  ordinance  of  the  king  in  17 13, 
prefcribing  that  cattle  mould   be   put  on  the  hattes 
and   menacing  with   forfeiture  j,  but  thefe  were  mere 
words,  fmce,  on  taking  thefe  lands,   they  mull  be 
granted  either  for  cultivation,   which  deflroyed  the 
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hatte,  or  for  a  hatte,  which  changed  the  proprietor 
only  and  not  the  opinion. 

During  this,  the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes  con- 
tinued ftifl  to  augment  by  degrees,  and,  as  if  this  dif- 
aftrous  tax  was  to  be  accompanied  by  the  aid  of  all 
thofe  whofe  duty  mould  have  rendered  them  the  cen- 
furers  of  it,  the  two  fupcrior  Councils  of  the  colony, 
united  in  colonial  aflembly  in  1715,  reckoned  among 
the  articles  which  ought  to  compofe  the  octroi,  the 
tax  on  the  flaughter-houfes  and  licences  on  taverns 
valued  together  at  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  dollars. 
It  was  believed,  without  doubt,  that  much  was  done  in 
depriving  the  officers  of  the  ftaffof  this  profit  (which, 
however,  the  intendant  had  not  dared  to  do  attempt, 
though  the  minuter  had  prefcribed  it  to  him  the  14th 
April  1706),  without  considering,  that  a  change 
in  the  application,  a  change  that  the  fame  letter  of' 
the  minifter  had  alfo  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Def- 
lande,  produced  no  change  in  the  onerous  impoft 
itfelf. 

At  the  end  of  the  fame  year  17 15,  the  adminif- 
trators  took  up  all  the  lands  of  the  hattes  of  Bayaha 
and  Limbe,  which  were  not  eftablifhed ;  but  what 
ferves  to  prove  that  the  proprietors  were  not  much 
punifhed  thereby,  the  adminiftrators  were  obliged  to 
repeat  the  fame,  in  17 17,  on  the  grantees  fettled  fince 
57 1 5  on  the  fame  lands. 

Befides,  as  there  were  fome  old  grants  of  hattes, 
which  bore  that  they  mould  not  ftand  but  upon  con- 
dition of  cultivating  fome  part  of  the  land,  if  fit  for 
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it,  there  were  to  be  found  colonifts,  who,  themfelvesa 
preffed  the  taking  up  of  their  hattes  and  who  appea- 
red again,  either  by  themfelves  or  others,  to  interpofe 
and  receive  the  grants  intended  for  cultivation. 

Some  formed  miferable  fettlements  of  hattes,  and 
actually  fold  the  beft  part  of  their  lands  to  their  neighs 
bours,  who  put  it  under  cultivation.     Others  more 
bold,  or  better  protected,  publickly  fold,  what  they 
had  obtained   gratis  and  for  another  purpoie,  or  elfe 
they  formed   fham  partnerfhips,  the   real  object   of 
which  was  to  turn  their  land  into  culture.     In  fhor% 
things  were  in  fuch.a  ftate  in  17 16,  that  all  the  flaugh- 
ter-houfes  of  the  north  were  furnifhed  by  the   Spa- 
niards, and  yet  about  three  thoufand  head  of  cattle  a 
year  were  confumed  there.     The  only  refource  left  in 
the  French  part  was  that  of  the  Savana  of  Limonade,  or 
rather  of  the  portion  which  there  formed  a  common. 
The    fame    inattention   appeared  in  the    weftern 
psat.   .  As  early  as  1703  the  Spaniards  alone  furnifhed 
not  only  the  flaughter-houfes  but  the  manufactures 
alfo.    In  vain  Mr.  de  Galiffet,  coming,  in  1702,  from 
the  Cape  to  Leogane,  and  having  admired  the  fava- 
nas  of  the  Mirebalais,  had  endeavoured  to  caufe  hattes 
to  be  formed  there,  and  even  entered  into  partnerfhip 
with  an  inhabitant  of  the  place  for  the  eftablifhmenf 
of  one,  example  and  advice  were  thrown  away. 

The  Spanifh  prefident,  who  was  undoubtedly  flruck 
with  the  increafe  of  the  trade  in  cattle  of  the  colony 
committed  to  h;s  care,  wifhe'd  to  cramp  it,  or,  at  leafr3 
render  it  lucrative  to  himfelf,  in  impofing  a  duty  on 
fuch  as  were  taken  into  the  French  part ;  but  the 
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Spaniards  near  the  frontiers,  particularly  thofe  of  St. 
YagOj  rofe  in  a  fort  of  revolt.  The  movement  was 
even  fo  confiderable,  at  the  beginning  of  17  21,  that 
the  French  governor  thought  it  was  owing  to  another 
caufe,  and  calculated  to  hide  views  hoftile  to  his  ter- 
ritory. The  count  of  Arquian,  governor  of  the  Cape, 
ordered  an  armed  force  to  the  frontier,  andtheprefi- 
dent,  to  hide  his  avarice,  pretended  that  the  revolters 
of  St.  Yago  had  an  intention  of  delivering  that  town 
up  to  the  French.  The  end  of  all  this  was,  however, 
he  was  forced  to  renounce  his  projected  tax. 

But  this  dependence  for  a  fupply  of  cattle,  had  not 
hindred  the  revenue  officers  to  exercife  their  genius 
on  the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes,  as  foon  as  it  was 
fubje&ed  to  it  by  means  of  the  ottroi  of  17 15.  That 
for  the  Cape  brought  in  feven  hundred  and  fifty  three 
dollars  in  17  20;  in  1725,  one  thoufand  and  twenty- 
three  dollars  ;  and  in  1728,  it  rofe  to  {even  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  that  of  the  part  of 
Leogane  to  twelve  hundred ;  forming  a  fum,  really 
enormous  for  that  epoch,  of  more  than  nine  thoufand 
dollars,  though  fince  1726  the  fale  of  hogs  was  no 
longer  included  in  the  farm  for  the  Cape. 

The  increafe did  not  end  here;  in  1732  the  farm 
produced,  for  all  the  colony,  forty  thoufand  French 
livres,  and  in  1734,  it  produced  more  than  forty  one 
thoufand  for  the  Cape  only.  The  hattes  followed 
the  inverfe  progreflion.  An  ordinance  by  the  chiefs, 
dated  i5thDecember  173 1,  renewed  the  difpofitions 
of  1  ft.  December  17 10  againft  the  hunters  as  well  as 
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againft  thofe  whofe  hedges  and  fences  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  hattes  were  not  kept  in  repair.  The 
evil  {till  increafing,  another  ordinance,  of  13  th  De- 
cember 1732,  repeated  what  I  have  juft  recited,  and 
of  which  this  repetition  itfelf  was  a  fufncient  proof  of 
the  inexecution.  Something  more  was  thought  to 
be  done  by  inferting  in  the  latter,  exemptions  from 
reviews  and  corvees  for  the  herdfmen. 

Horned  cattle  were  not  alone  wanted,  a  fcarcity  of 
mules  alfo  for  the  manufactures  was  feverely  felt.  The 
diflike  that  the  Spaniards  of  the  ifland  have  ever 
mown  to  the  breeding  up  of  this  animal,  and  the 
droughts  which,  fmce  1739,  become  ffill  more  and 
more  fenfible,  forced  the  colonifls  to  go  for  mules  to 
the  Spanifh  coaft  3  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  coaft  of  the 
Spanifh  continent  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  windward  iflands,  which  experienced  the 
fame  fcarcity. 

However,  as  if  the  farming  of  the  (laughter-houfes 
had  been  independent  of  all  events,  it  ceafed  not  to  be 
augmented.  I  mould  already  have  faid  that*  mice 
the  beginning  of  the  century,  it  had  been  a  rule  to 
fubject  the  farmers  to  an  obligation  of  fur'nilhing  the 
neceffary  meat,  as  well  for  the  confumption  of  the 
troops  as  for  the  long  lift  of  thofe  called  the  privile- 
ged, on  account  of  their  employments,  at  a  price  at 
leafc  a  quarter  part  under  that  fixed  on  for  the  public. 
There  were  even  fome  individuals  of  the  ftaff,  to 
whom  a  certainty  quantity  of  meat,  fmall  indeed,  was 
to  be  delivered  gratis.     Thus  the  people  fupported 
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the  diminution  in  the  price  of  what  was  delivered 
to  the  troops  and  the  privileged  perfons,  and  befides 
this  the  tax  of  the  farm  and  the  profits  of  the  farmer, 
which  the  latter  always  calculated  in  proportion  to 
what  he  was  obliged  to  have  out  •,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
people  fupported  an  impoft  which  increafed  rapidly, 
whithout  any  account  being  kept  of  the  increafe  of 
this  charge,  and  they  had  referved  for  them,  as  a  re~ 
compence  for  fuch  a  facrifice,  the  right  of  going  to 
market  to  take  the  refufe  of  thofe  who  paid  lefs  than 
themfelves. 

In  1740,  the  farm  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
forty  fever*  thoufand  livres  of  the  colonies,  ninety 
thoufand  for  the  Cape  only,  thirty  for  Fort-Dauphin, 
and  twenty  feven  for  the  part  of  Leogane.  Every  body 
applauded,  at  leaft  every  body  in  the  happy  catalogue 
of  the  privileged,  a  catalogue  which,  being  drawn  up 
fo  as  to  place  every  one  of  the  elected  perfons  accor- 
ding to  his  rank,  ferved  alfo  as  the  ceremonial  of  the 
fervants  who  went  to. the  market,  and  for  the  butcher, 
who  was  well  informed  that  each  of  them  muft 
be  ferved  according  to  the  place  his  mailer  occupied 
in  the  hierarchy. 

Nevertlieiefs,  in  the  fame  year  of  1740,  the  farmer 
of  the  flaughter-houfes  in  the  weftern-part,  being  in- 
capable of  fulfilling  his  engagements,  and  the  fupply 
of  meat  having  ceafed,  it  became  abiblutely  neceflary 
to  permit,  on  the  nth  Auguit,  every  one  indiftin&ly 
to  futnifti  meat,  with  the  little  tax,  however,  of  a 
dollar  for  each  head,  of  cattle  killed*  and  the  16th  of 
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feptember  following  hey  fuperfeded  his  kafe  for  the 
15th  march  1741*  a  time  to  which  this  farmer  was  to 
be  obliged  to  fupply  the  troops  and  town  of  Leogane 
only.  But  when  this  leafe  was  to  be  renewed,  the 
farm  obtained  a  new  fuffrage,  which  fince  had  a  fatal 
effect. 

The  Marquis  of  Grandara-Real,  appointed  prefi- 
dent  of  the  Spanifh  part,  arrived  at  the  Cape  in  1741- 
Informed  that  the  French  raifed,  for  their  own  profit, 
a  tax  on  the  confumption  of  the  flaughter-houfes,  the_ 
fupplies  for  which  were  drawn  from  the  Spanifh  part, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  this  import  belonged,  and 
much  lefs  illegitimately,  to  the  treafure  of  the  king  of 
Spain.  In  order  to  find  an  excufe  for  giving  it  this 
direction,  he  held  up  the  pretext  of  a  drought  which 
had  continued  for  two  or  three  years,  and  expreflly 
prohibited,  in  the  fame  year  1741,  any  fupply  of  cattle 
to  the  French  colony. 

This  prohibition  produced  a   fcarcity  fo  much  the 
more  general  as  the  drought  had  befides  diminifhed  ' 
the   refources  in   the  French  part.     They  were,  in-  j 
deed,  very  inconfiderable,  fince  a  letter  of  the  king,  of  \ 
the  19th  of  June  1741,  to  the  adminiftrators,  prefcri- 
bed  the  means,  which  at  VerfaiHes  were  looked  upon 
as  extreme,  but  abfolutely  neceffary,  of  pronouncing 
the  taking  up  of  the  lands  of  the  unfettled  hattes.    It 
was,  then,  necefTary  to  open  a .  negociation  with  the 
Spanifh  prefident,  who  lengthened  it  out  for  fevejral 
months,  and  who  at  laft,  was  goocl  enough,  -by^cjiiit 
of  fupplication  from    the   marquis  of  Larnage,  to 
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grant  the  fnpply  of  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  each 
month,  to   be  divided  between  the  northen  and  weft- 
em  part,  with  a  promife  to  augment  it  with  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  cattle  in   the  Spanifh  hattes.     But  the 
prefident  added,  in  order  to  induce  the  court  of  Spain 
to  authorize  this  toleration,  he  thought  it  indifpenfable 
to  lay  a  duty  on  the  cattle  fupplied.     This  he  fixed 
at  five  dollars  a  pair,  making   then   twenty  French 
llvves.     Not  content  with  this,  he  required  that  no 
cattle   mould   leave  the   Spanifh  colony,  but  by  the 
agency  of  two   Frenchmen  named  by  the  governer- 
general,  one  for  the  north  and  another  for  the  weft; 
and  thefe  agents  were   to  bargain  with  commiffaries 
named  by  the  prefident. 

Tliefe   were   hard  conditions :   they   had,   firft,   a 
very  bad  efrecl,  that  of  changing  into  a  diplomatic  ne- 
gociation  in  fome  fort,  what  had  'till  then  been,  and 
which  was  ftill  in  reality,  nothing  more  than  a  com<- 
rnercial  operation.     They   evidently  augmented  the 
price  of  cattle  by  the  amount  of  the  tax,  and  made  the 
chief  of  the  Spanifh  colony  doubly  the  mailer  of  the 
price,  fince  he  had  the  choice  of  commififaries  for  the 
-fale,  and  the  power  of  increafmg  the  impoft.     Mr.  de 
Larnage  did  not  pretend  that  this  treaty  was  not  a 
fhameful  one;   he  thought,  however,  he  had  avoided 
the- humiliation,  in  confining  himfelf  to  the  nomination 
of  the  agents,  who  of  courfe  muft  be   the  farmers  of 
.  Itkm I  flaughterJioufes  fince   there   were   fuch,  and  to 
leave  diem   in  the  neceftity  of  Fefponfibility  towards 
the  prefident;  but  he  was  obliged  to  -prdmife  perfon- 
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ally  to  caufe  attention  to  be  paid  that  theri  mould  be 
no  cattle  clandeftinely  brought  in. 

Thus  it  was-  that  the-  French  colony  confeffe-d  pu~ 
blickly,  that  their  negligence  and  a  calculation  at  once 
avaricious  and  falfe,  had  reduced  them  to  a  depen- 
dence for  an  article  of  the  very  firft  neceflity,  and  the 
pdblic,  long  expofed  to  the  monopoly  of  the  farmers^ 
were  now,  beiides,  fubjected  to  tlie  arbitrary  will  of 
the  prefident.  It  feemed,  that  the  Spaniards,  to  whom 
the  fale  of  cattle  was  an  only  refource,  were  extremely 
generous  to  the  French  colony,  and  that  the  latter 
owed  them  a  tribute  for   their  pretended  privations. 

As  if  to  add  to  fo  many  Croffes  and  contrarieties, 
and  to  the  firft  errors  of  government,  the  miniftry  fell 
upon  the  adminiftrators-  of  the  colony,  reproaching 
them  for  the  permimohs  they  gave  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  horfes  and  mules  from  the  Spanifh  ma^in, 
though  thefe  animals  were  necefFary  even  to  acquire 
wherewithal  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  flaughter- 
houfes,  and  though  they  were  a  great  means  for  brin- 
ging to  perfection  thofe  article?  of  produce  which 
ferved  to  augment  the  riches  of  the  nation.  I  am, 
however,  far  from  pretending,  that  the  complaints  of 
commercial  people  with  refped  to  the  abufes  that 
this  commerce  covered,  were  without  foundation  •,  but 
for  once,  it  was  fufpeel:ed  at  Verfailles  that  they  were 
exaggerated,  and  in  place  of  prohibiting  a  neceffary 
means  becaufe  there  were  inconveniences  attending  it, 
the  court  was  content  to  watch  over  the  contraband 
trade,  which  moft  certainly  was  not  carried  on  by  thofe 
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who  wanted  frorfes  and  mules  for  their  manufactures. 

The  Spanifh  prefident  kept  up,  in  1744,  the  ill  will 
which  he  had  manifefted ;  in  this  year,  fo  much  the 
more  unfortunate  for  the  French  colonift  as  it  was 
that  in  which  the  maggot,  of  which  I  have  fpoken 
relatively  to  the  cattle  in  the  Spanifh  part,  began 
their  ravages  in  the  French  territory.  The  prefident 
was  continually  complaining  of  the  unfair  bargains 
made  as  to  the  fupply  granted  for  the  weftern  part, 
and  to  quiet  his  fufpicions  and  avoid  his  menaces,  the 
French  adminiftrators  appointed,  the  20th  July  1744, 
a  commifiion  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  that 
agent  and  the  partners  of  his  widow  fince  his  death. 
In  fhort,  let  any  one  judge  of  the  trouble  by  the  follo- 
wing fact:. the  farm  of  the  ilaughter-houfes  of  the 
weftern  part  was  adjudged  for  three  years,  the  4th 
November  1745,  without  any  retribution,  and  in  gi- 
ving the  farmer  to  hope  for  the  hundred  oxen  -per 
month  which  came  to  him  according  to  the  promife 
of  the  prefident,  whofe  time  of  augmentation  was  not 
yet  arrived,  though  more  than  three  years  had  already 
pa(Ted  fince  the  pormife  was  made. 

Without  doubt  the  augmentation  at  laft  took  place, 
fince,  in  1750.,  the  farm  of  the  ilaughter-houfes  of  the 
North  amounted  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  livres  of  the  colonies,  and  thofe  of 
the  Cape  only  were  adjudged  on  the  9th  of  December 
1752,  at  eighty  thoufand  livres.  In  the- Weft,  an 
epizootie  had  juft  deftroyed  the  cattle  at  the  Cul-de- 
Sac,  and  with  them  the  hopes  of  a  farm.     The  leafe 
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of  the  three  years,  from  1755  to  1758*  were  again  with- 
out profit,  as  well  as  that  of  the  two  years  following 
its  expiration ;  but  I  have  a  return  that  proves,  that  for 
the  three  y^ars-1753,  1754,  and  1755,  there  was,  to 
the  farmer  of  the  Cape,  a  net  profit  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ten  iivres, 
which  was  almoft  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  eighty 
thoufand  livres  which  he  paid  annually  for  his  farm. 

Since  1741,  the  date  of  the  letter  of  the  king 
which  I  have  cited,  I  find  no  more  mention  of  hattes 
till  the  28th  December  175 1,  when  an  ordinance  of 
the  adminiftrators  grants  an  exemption  from  corvees, 
reviews  and  guards,  to  the  majorals  or  proprietors  of 
hattes,  and  this  encouragement  was  given  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  The  threat  of  taking  up  the  lands,  contained 
in  a  letter  of  the  minifter  of  8th  September  1754,  and 
-renewed  in  that  of  4th  April  1760,  had  no  more  effect 
than  the  incitations  of  22nd  May  1762,  in  favour  of  a 
fort  of  eftablifhment  which  has  always  be  oppofed  by 
the  fuperior  profits  attending  cultivation,  in  a  colony 
where  the  latter  is  even  become  fatal  to  the  hattes5 
fince  the  ravages  of  the  cattle  have  augmented  with 
the  negroes  employed  in  cultivation. 

At  laft  arrived  the  epoch  of  the  family  compact.  It 
was  according  to  the  refpeclive  orders  of  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain,  that  Mr.  de  Fontenelle,  comman- 
dant of  the  artillery  of  the  northern  part,  and  Don 
Ignace-Caro  de  Oviedo,  lieutenant  colonel*  and  ma- 
jor of  the  Spanifh  part,  chofen  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
two  colonies,  made^   at  Santo-Domingo,  the  21th 
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July  17623  a  treaty  which  contains  ,  in  one  of  its  four 
objects,  the  ftipulation  for  a  fupply  of  cattle.  We 
there  find,  m  fourth  the  article:  Seeing  that  the  French 
{land  in  need  of  meat,  the  Spaniards  will  furniih  thern 
with  it,  as  well  for  the  prefent  garrifon  as  for  the 
troops  expected  from  Europe,  during  the  war,  and 
without  eflablifhing  a  -precedent  for  the  futurey  eight 
hundred  heads  of  male  cattle  eachs  month*  and  more, 
if  the  fituationofthehatr.es  will  permit  of  it;  of  which 
fix  hundred  for  Cape  Francois,  taken  from  Daxabon, 
Saint-Raphael  and  other  neighbouring  places,  and  the 
remaining  two  hundred  for  the  reft  of  the  colony, 
taken  from* the  frontier  of  Neybe  and  adjacent  places. 

The  price  of  thefe  cattle  is  fixed,  by  treat  y  at 
thirty  five  dollars^r  macorne*  or  pair,  the  cattle  being 
three  years  old. 

'  Such  was  the  influence  of  the  family  compact  and 
of  the  letter  written  by  the  bailli  of  Arriaga,  minifter 
of  Spain,  to  the  marquis  of  Azelor,  the  prefident,  the 
3rd  October  1761,  in  which  he  tells  him  that  the  in- 
tention of  his  catholic  majefty  is,  that  the  places  and 
fquadrons  of  the  French,  ihall  receive  all  poflible 
fuccour  in  the  war  againfc  the  Englifh,  and  that  he 
permits  cattle  to  be  fent  out  of  the  colony  untaxed, 
giving  every  liberty  to  the  graziers,  without  any  other 
precaution  than  that  of  not  leaving  the  Spanilh  part 
unprovided. 

The  truth,  however,  is,  that  the  tax  of  five  dollars 
impofed  by.  the  '  marquis  de  la  Grandara-Real,  in 
1741,  was  not  taken  off  and  the  prefident  d' Azelor, 
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thought  he  had  changed  the  nature  of  it,  in  faying 
that  it  mould  be  paid  by  the  feller,  a  declaration  co- 
vering the  mofl  profound  infincerity,  or  the  groffeft 
ignorance  of  the  moft  fimple  principles  of  commerce, 
according  to  which  It  is  well  known,  that  every  tax 
on  articles  of  the  firft  neceffity,  muft  finally  come 
from  the  confumer.  1 

Towards  the  end  of  November  1762,  Mr.  Bertrand 
commifTary  of  war,  arrived  at  the  Cape,  fent  by  the 
king  to  execute  feverals  com  millions  with  the  Spanifh 
prefident,  and  particularly  that  refpecling  a  fupply  of 
cattle.     Aided  in  his  million  by  a  letter  from  the  bailli 
d'Arriaga,  he  went  to   Santo- Domingo  in  the  month 
of  January    1763.     He  endeavoured  to  increafe  the 
monthly  fupply  of  eight  hundred  heads  of  cattle  to  a 
thoufand ;  but  the  prefident  pofitively  declared,  by  his 
letter  of  23rd  April  following:  i°.  that  he  would  make 
no  alteration  in  the  original  number,  and  even  that  it 
mould  notferve  as  a  precedent  either*  againfthim  or 
his  fuccefibrs;  20.  that  the  price  mould  be  paid  ac- 
cording  to  the  value  of  the  Spanifh  money  in  the 
Spanifh  colony,  which  then   made  a   difference   of 
twenty  per  cent  in  dollars ;  30.  that  the  cattle  fhould 
quit  the  colony  at  one  of  the  three  guards,  of  Daxa- 
bon,  St,  Raphael  and  Cahobas  (the  Mahoganies)  or 
Seybejat  all  which  places  the  feller  mould  pay  five 
dollars  tax  for  each  pair  (becaufe  the  French  purcha- 
fer  was  ready  to  reimburfe  -him);  40.  that  the  French 
governor  fhould  fupprefs  the   little  flaughter-houfes, 
efpecially  in  places  where   there  were  no   troops,  in 
order  to  diminifh  the  confumption. 
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During  thefe  tranfaetions  the  minifter  wrote  to  the 
adminiftrators,  the  27th  Auguft  1763,  that  it  was 
aeceffary  to  oblige  all  the  inhabitans  to  take  a  parti- 
cular care  of  their  hattes  and  fwine  yards,  and  the 
farmers  of  the  flaughter-houfes  to  collect  flock  in  the 
lands  which  fhould  be  granted  them  in  the  mountains. 
The  minifter  added,  befides,  that,  to  arrive  at  his 
defirabie  object,  he  had  juft  requefted  from  the  court 
of  Spain  the  permifiion  of  fetching  cattle  from  the 
eaftern  part  of  Cuba.  Another  letter,  of  the  2nd  of 
November  following,  fays  that  the  king  of  Spain  has 
confented  to  favour  as  much  as  poflible  the  purchafe 
of  cattle  in  the  Spanifh  part,  and  has  declared  that,  if 
the  fears  of  fmuggling  prevented  him  from  permitting 
cattle  to  be  brought  from  Cuba,  he  would  grant  a 
fupply  from  Porto-Rico.  In  confequence,  the  mi- 
nifter fent  a  fchedule  of  the  king  of  Spain  for  the 
prefident  of  Santo-Domjngo,  in  order  to  prevail  on 
him  to  favour  the  fupply,  and  he  afterwards  alked  for 
explanations  as  to  what  might  be  done  with  refpect 
to  the  offers  of  a  fupply  at  Porto-Rico. 

Thefe  new  orders  of  the  court  of  Madrid  brought 
to  the  Cape  Don  Francifco  Pepin  Gonzalez,  treafurer 
of  Santo-  Domingo,  furnifhed  with  powers  from  the 
prefident  d'Azelor,  and,  on  the  22th  of  May  1764,  he 
made  anew  treaty  with  the  count  of  Ornano,  a  colonel 
of  infantry,  having  pdwers  from  the  count  d'Eftaing. 

In  this  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  according  to  the 
fchedules  of  the  king  of  Spain,  of  the  3rd  October 
1761,  and  23rd  April  1762,  fend  27th  October  1763^ 

which 
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which  permitted  cattle  to  be  fent  from  the  colony  to 
the  French  part,  free  and  exempt  from  all  impofition 
whatever,  whithout  exacting  any  extraordinary  toll, 
and  without  any  other  precaution  than  that  of  not 
leaving  the  Spanifh  colony  unprovided ;  that  the 
French  might  freely  purchafe  cattle  by  private  bargain 
with  the  Spaniards,  without  any  impofition  on  the 
fellers  or  buyers,  except  that  which  might  be  fixed  on 
by  his  Catholic  Majefty  3  that  the  taking  up  of  the 
cattle,  which  could  be  done  only  by  the  way  of  Daxa- 
bon,  St.-Raphaeland  the  Cahobas  or  Seybe,fhould  be 
conducted  only  by  drivers,  bearing  permits  from  the 
Spanifh  agents,  under  pain  of  confifcation  and  two 
years  imprifonment. 

This  treaty  produced  an  order  from  the  prefident, 
the  refult  of  which  was  a  publication  made  in  the 
different  commands,  or  diflricls  of  commandants,  and 
efpecially  in  that  of  Daxabon,  on  the  6th  December 
1764.  It  announced  to  the  Spaniards  the  liberty 
they  had  to  fell  their  cattle  to  the  French,  in  taking  a 
permit  from  the  commandant  of  the  place,  and  in 
paying  the  royal  duties ;  to  wit  ■>  ten  French  livres 
for  every  ox  or  cow,  three  livres  for  every  hog,  dead 
or  alive,  and  twenty  for  each  beaft  of  the  horfe  or 
mule  kind,  all  under  pain  of  death  and  confifcation  of 
the  property  of  every  infractor*  There  was  toa  little 
agreement  between  this  ordinance  and  the  treaty  of 
22nd  May  preceding  for  Mr.  d'Eftaing  not  to  re- 
mark it  to  the  prefident  d'Azelor,  who  anfwered  only 
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that  the  duties  fhould  be  depofited  'till  orders  from 
his  court. 

Let  us  return  to  the  farm  of  flaughter-houfes.  The 
colonial  aiTembly  of  June  1764,  the  only  one  of  all 
thofe  afTemblies,  in  which  there  was  a  ferious  examina- 
tion of  feveral  matters1;  that  in  which  a  magiftrate  (*), 
who  has  even  been  vexed  for  having  been  often  in 
the  right,  has  given  true  light  on  many  principles  of 
the  colonial  adminiftration,  mows,  on  its  journals,  very 
juft  ftriclures  on  the  ufe  of  farming  the  flaughter-hou- 
fes. But  the  neceflity  of  completing  a  confiderable 
impofl  for  the  firfb  year  following  a  difaftrous  war,  the 
fear  of  making  to  fudden  a  charge  in  a  thing  of  the  firft 
utility,  were  ieafons  for  continuing  the  farm  of  the 
flaughter-houfes  for  five  years,  the  end  of  the  new 
impofition,  and  its  produce  was  reckoned  at  two. 
hundred  and  thirty  two  thoufand  livres.  It  is  well 
"known,  that  this  colonial  affembly  was  put,  by  a  power- 
ful authority,  on  the  ranks  of  things  not  yet  arrived  at 
perfection,  and  if  fome  of  its  advice  was  taken  with 
refpecl  to  the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes,  in  the 
affembly  which  replaced  it  in  form,  it  was  in  regard  to 
the  price,  and  not  to  the  wifh,  and  plan  of  aboli- 
fliing  it. 

The  nth  december  1766,  a  new  treaty  was  made 


(*)  Mr.  Define  Du  buiffon,  a  Creole  of  St.  Domingo,  attorney- 
general  of  the  Council  of  the  Cape,  died  counfellor  of  the  Parliament 
C'f  Paris,  and  honorary  counfellor  of  the  two  Councils  of  the  colony. 
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between  the  prefidcnt  d' Azelor  and  Mr.  de  la  Vaitiere, 
then  major  of  the  regiment  of  Foix,  empowered  by 
the  prince  of  Rohan.  The  5th  article  only  relates  to 
cattle,  and  is  as  follows : 

„  Though  the  time  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  1762,  as 
„  far  as  relates  to  horned  cattle,  is  already  expired  •>  to 
„  give  the  prince  of  Rohan  and  the  French  nation,  a 
„  proof  of  the  pleafure  I  take  in  being  ufeful  to  them, 
„  I  agree  for  the  prefent,  and  'till  the  king  my  mailer 
„  fhall  order  otherwife  (without  eftabliihing  a  prece,- 
„  dent,  rule,  or  obligation,  to  the  governors,  my  Cue* 
„  ceffors),  that  the  butchers  or  purveyors  for  the 
„  French,  mall  come  to  the  Spaniih  hattes,  to  buy 
„  the  horned  cattle  that  they  may  want  $  and  as  to 
})  duties,  no  more  than  three  dollars  mall  be  paid  for 
j,  each  pair  taken  Out,  in  lieu  of  five  dollars,  or  one 
„  dollar  and  a  half,  in  lieu  of  two  and  a  half,  for? 
„  each  head  of  cattle,  iuppofing  that  they  are  in  flitches 
,,  (faked  and  dried  in  the  fun);  and  that  whatever 
„  dealer  in  the  faid  cattle  who  fhall  be  found  to  drive, 
„  or  caufe  to  be  driven,  without  a  jsafs-port  from  the 
„  governor  or  commandant  of  fome  of  the  polls  on 
,  the  frontier  by  which  the  cattle  is  to  pafs,  fhall  be 
„  Hopped,  and  his  herds  confifcated.  „ 

The  25th  March  1769,  the  fame  prefident  d' Aze- 
lor, who  has  been  in  that  poll  13  years,  and  who  fee- 
med,  notwithflanding  his  profeffions  of  attachment, 
to  think  about  nothing  but  rendering  a  fupply  of 
cattle  to  the  French  part  difficult,  made  a  regulation 
by  which  no  cattle  could  be  taken  out  in  future  except 
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in  virtue  of  a  permit  coming  directly  from  himfeif, 
and  not  from  the  officers  of  the  frontiers  whom  he 
forbade  to  give  any  more.  To  obtain  this  permit,  he 
ordered  the  Judices  to  draw  up  annuel  returns  of  all 
the  hattes  in  their  junfdlftion,  fo  as  to  make  the  pro- 
prietors known,  the  quantity  of  their  cattle,  the  portion 
necefTary  for  the  consumption  of  the  place,  that  of  the 
contingent  to  be  furnifced  to  the  flaughter-houfes  of 
the  capital,  and  that  which  ought  to  be  preferved  for 
propagation,  fo  that  he  might  be  certain  net  to  permit 
more  than  the  furplus  to  be  lent  to  the  French  colony.  . 
To  thefe  permits  which  were  to  indicate  the  proprietor 
the  mark,  the  driver  and  the  number  of  cattle,  mufb 
be  annexed  the  acquittance  of  the  tax  of  five  dollars  a 
pair,  paid  in  to  the  royal  officers,  and  when  the  cattle 
were  gone,  the  permits  were  to  be  re-delivered  to  the 
jufrices  of  the  place  whence  they  had  been  taken. 
Confifcation  was  the  penalty  for  every  kind  of  infrac- 
tion, and  the  Juftices  declared  refponfible  for  the 
execution  of  the  prohibition  againrt  killing  heifers, 
and  fubjecled -tt>  an  account  of  this  part  of  their 
functions  at  the  vilits  and  the  reiidences. 

Thefe  fnackles,  joined  to  other  motives,  induced 
Mr.  de  Vincent  to  make  a.  journey  to  S.  Domingo, 
to  the  crefident  d'Azelor,  with  whom  he  made  a  new 
treaty  on  the. 4th  June  1.7705  but  the  replacing  of  this 
prefident  by  Mr.  de  Solano,  in  1772,  created  many 
other,  difficulties,  the  caufe  o£ which,  we  mufr  to  fpeak 
of. 

Never  was.  a  power.  fo  jealous,  as  Spain,  of  the  pre- 
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fervation  of  its  own  commerce,  and  I  hasre  mown, 
that  there  never  was  one  that  carried  its  precautions 
agairift  foreign  commerce  in  its  colonies  to  fuch  a 
length.  Almoft  as  foon  as  America  was  difcovered, 
Spain  began  to  confine  the  commerce  of  it  to  one 
only  fpot,  and  this  was  the  primary  motive  of  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  chamber  ofcontraftation  of  Seville, 
becaufe  it  was  this  city  that  obtained  this  immenfe 
advantage.  But  nature  having  placed  an  insurmoun- 
table bar  to  the  exercife  of  this  privilege,  in  hindering 
large  fhips  from  afcending  the  Guadalquivir  as  far  as 
Seville,  Cadix  profited  by  its  fpoils,  and  became  the 
centre  of  the  commerce  of  the  Spanifh  Indies. 

In  order  to  allure  the  prohibition  of  thefe  latter 
from  the  interpofition  of  foreigners,  the  fhips  for  the 
colonies  failed  at  ftated  times,  and  by  the  means  of 
fleets  or  gaieons,  in  which  a  watchfulncfs,  character 
riftic  of  the  nation,  rendered  all  kind  of  fraud  nearly 
impoffible,  feeing  the  difficulty  there  was  of  efcaping 
it,  as  alfo  the  feverity  of  the  penalities.  Things  con- 
tinued thus  till  1739,  when  the  fleets  were  replaced 
by  regifter  fhips,  taking  their  name  from  the  necef- 
lity  of  declaring  and  entering  on  a  regifter,  all  they 
take  in  and  unlade,  and  becaufe  their  officers  are 
chofen  by  agents  of  the  crown, 

This  manner  of  providing  the  colonies  with  necef* 
faries,  and  of  bringing  their  produce  to  the  mother- 
country,  was  common  to  St.  Domingo  with  the  others, 
as  long  as  it  had  any  commerce  -,  but  when  it  fell  into 
decay,  it  was  rare,  and  as  by  chance  that  a  regifter- 
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fhip  came  there,  and  even  then  made  but  fhort  ftay, 
without  taking  in  or  difembarking  anything-  fo  that, 
had  it  not  been  for  foreign  aid,  the  coloftifts  would 
have  perifhed  in  want.  From  the  French  part  in 
particular  the  Spaniih  colony  received  the ,  greateft 
quantity  of  neceiTaries,  and  the  fupply  of  cattle  was  a 
means  of  exchange  always  fare,  and  bottomed  on  mu- 
tual convenience.  The  court  of  Spain,  wifhing  in 
fome  fort  to  revive  St.  Domingo,  fell  on  the  means 
the  leaft  calculated  for  the  end  propofed,  that  of  crea- 
ting., in  1755?  a  company,  which  took  fometimes  the 
name  of  the  city  where  the  merchants  compofing 
it  refided,  and  fometimes  that  of  the  province  in 
which  that  city  is  fituated  -,  hence  its  was  called,  the 
Company  of  Barcelona,  or  the  Company  of  Catalonia. 
But  the  privilege  was  itfelf  fubjecled  to  fo  many  dif- 
ficulties, that  St.  Domingo  and  the  other  places  in- 
cluded in  it,  received  no  kind  of  help  from  the  com- 
pany. 

The  16th  October  1765,  a  decree  adopting  jufter 
meafures,  but  entirely  new  to  Spain,  permitted  fe- 
veral  ports  of  the  kingdom  to  trade  to  the  colonies  -y 
but  that  of  St.  Domingo  was  fo  weak,  that  it  derive 
no  advantage  from  this  conceffion.  It  continued  to 
ianguifh,  when,  in  177 1,  the  count  of  Solano,  then 
captain-general  of  Carraca,  was  removed  to  the  pre - 
fidency  of  Santo-Domingo.  He  quitted  a  colony  where 
a  company  exercifed  the  raoft  odious  monopoly,  and 
arriving  in  another,  he  found  before  him  the  agents  of 
the  company  of  Catalonia,  who  where  there  for  the 
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purpofe  of  collecting  information.  As  a  governor 
extremely  anxious  to  promote  the  intereil  of  the  mo- 
ther-country, he  made  thefe  agents  promife  to  fend  fix 
{hips  annually  into  the  colony,  and  engaged  on  his 
part,  to  fecure  to  them  all  the  advantages  of  its  com- 
merce. -  There  was  but  one  means  exifting,  and  that 
was  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  exchanging  (as  they 
had  done  for  near  a  century,)  in  the  French  part,  the 
produce  of  their  cattle  for  European  merchandifes, 
fuch  as  linens,  ftuffs,  wine,  flour,  filks,  hats,  and  other 
ufeful  articles,  whether  of  fubfiirence  or  wearing  ap- 
parel •,  and  the  count  de  Solano,  refolved  on  emplo- 
ying this  means.  In  confequence,  he  publifhed,  in 
January  1772,  an  ordinance  forbidding  any  Spaniard, 
on  pain  of  imprifonment,  to  conduct  cattle  to  the 
French  part,  and  to  bring  merchandifes  thence.  He 
obliged  the  colonifts  to  obtain  from  him  a  permit  to 
fell  thefe  cattle  at  all,  which  was  to  be  done  in  the 
colony,  where  the  buyer  was  to  bring  money  only  in 
exchange.  '   .  * 

This  ftrft  effect  of  this  meafure  was  a  fcarcity  in  the 
French  ilaughter-houfes,  and  a  fcarcity  fo  much  the 
more  feve  rely  felt  as  a  confiderable  drought  had  al- 
ready rendered  meat  extremely  dear.  However, 
even  this  drought  itfelf  produced  a  momentary  relief 
though  eventually  very  coilly  to  the  colony,  as  it 
forced  the  proprietors  of  manufactures  to  fell  many  of 
their  cattle.  The  confumption  of  frefh  meat  was  redu- 
by  more  than  one  half.  All  thefe  circomftances  led 
certain   of  the  Spaniards  to   carry  on  a  contraband 
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traffic  in  cattle ;  but  multiplied  conHfcation  and  the 
watchfulnefs  of  the  prefident,  together  with  his  pre- 
caution in  obftructing  and  flopping  up  divers  crofs 
roads,  only  ferved  to  add  to  the  miferable  condition 
of  the  Spaniards,  who  loudly  curfed  the  company  of 
Catalonia,  Not  that  the  count  of  Solano  judged  it 
neceflary  to  cut  off  their  fale  of  cattle,  without  which 
they  could  not  have  exifted ;  but  he  wifhed  to  deprive 
the  French  of  the  profits  of  this  fale,  which  amounted 
to  two  hundred  thoufand  French  livers  per  month. 
The  Spaniards  who  fold  nothing,  could  carry  on  no 
commerce  with  the  company  ;  fo  that,  the  latter  did 
not  find  caufe  of  congratulating  itfelf,  even  on  the 
feverity  of  which  it  was  the  caufe. 

This  mutual  diftrefs,  ftill  augmented  by  an  afflic- 
ting eprzvotie,  lafted  for  feveral  months.  It  brought 
forth  an  ordinance  dated  the  1 2th  march  1772,  increa- 
fing  the  price  of  meat  two  fous  per  pound,  in  all  the 
jurifdiction  of  Port-au-Prince ;  another  of  10th  May, 
granting  to  the  farmer-general  of  the  flaughter-houfes 
©f  the  weft,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  purchafing  the 
eattk  that  he  could  get  out  of  the  Spanifh  part,  and  a 
third  of  1 6th  June  1772,  for  the  importation  of  feve- 
ral cargoes  of  oxen  from  north  America,  in  ports 
which  where  not  forbidden,  till  the  hattes  could  be  re- 
eftablifhed.  It  is  remarkable  that  even  at  this  time, 
the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes  amounted  annually 
to  two  hundred  and  thirty  two  thoufand  livres.  Howe- 
ver, it  was  neceffary  toconfent,  the  1 6th  July  1772, 
to    recede  from  the  leafe  of  the  farmer-general  in  the 

dependence 
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dependence  of  the  Cape  at  leaft  for  that  city,  fave  the 
fupply  for  the  troops  and  the  hofpital  and  to  permit 
any  one  to  furmfh  meat  that  would.  But,  the  2  2d 
Auguft  after,  the  (laughter-houfes  of  the  Cape  again 
became  the  objed  of  an  exclusive  privilege,  though 
without  profit,  becaufe  the  Spanilh  prefident  had 
confented  to  give  permits. 

Thus  by  blindnefs,  or  rather  by  a  culpable  obfti- 
nacy,  thofe  at  the  head  would  not  perceive  that  the 
fatal  confequences  of  this  farm  had  ruined  every  thing. 
In  fact,  when  the  fupplies  Were  free  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  the  French  hattes  ftill  fubfifted,  the 
farmers,  who  might  have  an  extenfiVe  choice,  as  well 
of  the  cattle  which  mould  have  been  fold  at  a  mode- 
rate in  preference  to  an  enormous  price,  as  of  the 
hattes  where  a  competition  with  the  Spaniards  mould 
have  been  kept  up,  made  very  great  profits.  Nothing 
more  was  wanted  to  awaken  the  avarice  of  fpeculators, 
and  the  price  of  the  farm  was  feen  to  rife  rapidly. 

To  make  it  of  the  fame  value  and  productive  of 
the  lame  profits  as  thofe  of  their  predecefTors,  the  new 
farmers  thought  it  prudent  to  employ  a  new  kind  of 
induftry  and  to  fend  intelligent  perfons  into  the  Spa- 
nifh  part  to  make  the  purchafes.  This  calculation 
was  not  a  falfe  one ;  but  the  fuccefs  of  it  made  the 
Spanifh  prefident  take  care  that  their  purchafes  fhould 
not  be  very  confiderable,  without  choice  and  with- 
out meafure,  and  which  might  entirely  ftrip  the 
hattes  of  their  ftock :  hence  the  firft  impediments. 
The  farmers  who  would  not  purchafe  under  this  irii- 

Vol.  II.  R 


130  Defer  ipiion  of  the 

pediments,  then  turned  their  eyes  on  the  fmall  re- 
mains of  the  French  hattes ;  but  to  leave  them  without 
cattle  was  the  work  of  an  inftant  -,  becaufe  the  high 
price  of  cattle  led  the  graziers  to  fell  all  that  were 
faleable,  and  an  application  then  became  more  necef- 
fary  than  ever.  The  information  given  to  the  Spanifh 
prefident  had  not  been  forgotten,  and  the  eagernefs 
with  which  cattle  were  fought  after  was  not  unpercei- 
ved.  Hence  the  duties,  the  prohibitions  and  all  the 
fhackies  with  which  this  fupply  has  been  attended  ; 
while  the  French  government,  which  without  doubt 
eiteemed  the  impoft  more  than  the  want  of  provifions, 
feemed  to  act  as  if  one  of  thefe  had  no  fort  of  influence 
on  the  other. 

The  fufferings  of  1772  induced  the  court  of  Ver-* 
failles  to  complain  to  that  of  Madrid  of  the  extreme 
rigour  of  the  count  of  Solano;  but  the  latter,  always 
uniform  in  its  anfwers,  faid  that  it  wanted  information 
as  to  the  fads,  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  it  would 
give  orders  for  the  fupply  to  take  place  according  to 
the  convention  of  1766.  Whether  thefe  orders  were 
conditional,  or  whether  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
prefident  appeared  decifive,  he  changed  none  of  his 
regulations,  and  the  French  colony  was  obliged  to 
bend  to  this  new  yoke. 

In  the  month  of  April  1775,  there  could  be  found 
no  bidders  for  the  farm  of  the  (laughter-houfes  of  the 
Cape,  fuperfeded  by  the  ordinance  of  ift  March;  and 
in  fpite  of  the  warmth  with  which  the  intendant 
maintained  what  he  called  a  branch  of  the  king's  re- 


Spanijh  Part  of  St.  Domingo.  131 

venue,  and  which  he  reproached  the  officers  of  the 
interior  court  (fenechaujfee)  of  the  Cape  (and  that  in 
very  hard  terms)  with  wifhing  to  fupprefs,  it  became 
neceflary  to  leave  it  to  the  exercife  of  every  one  who 
thought  proper  to  undertake  it.  However,  the  iotfc 
Auguft  the  fame  year,  there  was  a  farmer  bold  enough 
to  give  feventy  thoufand  livres  a  year  for  the  general- 
farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes  of  the  northern  part. 

One  ought  naturally  to  have  hoped  that  this  epoch 
of  1775,  when  the  grand  affair  of  the  limits  between 
the  two  colonies  was  to  be  terminated,  would  produce 
a  convention  between  the  two  courts,  in  which,  allo- 
wing the  mutual  benefit  and  neceffity  by  felling  and 
buying  cattle,  fome  means  would  be  taken  to  render 
the  advantages,  if  not  equal,  at  leaft  fenfible  enough  on 
the  fide  of  the  French  to  fecure  to  them  in  future 
a  certainty  of  provifions.  I  have  faid,  in  the  account 
of  the  limits,  how  this  important  object  was  at  once 
fettled,  and  that  of  the  getting  of  cattle  ought  ftill  to 
appear  of  lefs  confequence.  Mention  was  made,  in 
the  treaty  fub /per 'ati  of  29th  February  1776,  and  in 
the  definitive  one  of  the  3rd  June  1777,  by  an  article 
running  thus. 

„  Cattle  fhall  be  permitted  to  be  taken  from  the 
3,  Spanifh  part,  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  and 
„  colonifts  of  his  muft  chriftian  majefcy,  in  the  man- 
„  ner  the  muft  convenient  to  the  Spanifh  government, 
,,  and  the  leaft  burthenfome  to  tht  French;  incon- 
„  fequence  the  governor  commandant- general  of  the 
3,  Spanifh  part  will  deliver  pafs-ports  necefTary  for 
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,i  this  trade,  as  well  to  thofe  who  conduct  the  flau- 
„  ghter-houfes,  as  to  fuch  of  the  Spaniards  as  fhall 
,%  requeft  them.    „ 

In  place  of  recollecting  that  fome  .portions  of  land 
which  the  fettlement  of  the  boundaries  brought  to  the 
French  territory,  might  have  been  employed  in  raifmg 
cattle,  all  poflible  attention  was  preferved  to  the  farm 
of  the  floughter-houfes.  Thofe  to  whofe  care  they  were 
■eft,  had  even  raifed  the  farm  of  thofe  of  the  weft  to 
two  hundred  thoufand  livres,  and  on  the  complaint  of 
feveral  members  of  the  colonial  affembly,  formed  at 
Port-au-Prince  in  the  month  of  April  1776,  that  it 
was  called  in  and  adjudged  at  eighty  thoufand  livres 
only. 

The  4th  Oclr.  1777,  the  count  of  Solano  wrote  to 
Mr.  d' Argout,  the  governor-general,  that  the  king 
of  Spain  confented  to  permit,  at  that  time,  the  French 
to  go  and  purchafe  cattle  of  the  Spaniards,  and  either 
of  them  to  conduct  fuch  cattle  to  the  place  for  which 
they  mould  be  intended,  provided  that  the  purchafers 
Ihouid  be  accompanied  as  far  as  the  frontiers  with  the 
fellers,  having  the  permiflion  of  the  prefident,  in  or- 
der not  to  be  treated  as  fmugglers. 

The  declaration  of  war  of  1778,  foon  followed  by 
new  inconveniences  and  another  fcarcity  in  the  flau- 
ghter-houfes  of  the  Cape,  in  1779.  But  this  war  did 
not  hinder  the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes  of  Port-au 
Prince  to  amount,  in  February  1779,  to  one  hundred 
and  eleven  thoufand  and  five  hundred  livres,  exciting  in 
that  quater  the  louden1  difcontents.     The  number  of 
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eonfumers  being  augmented  in  1780,  by  the  military, 
the  inconveniences  of  coming  at  the  cattle  became 
more  fenfible;  and  as  the  Spanifh  government  had 
given  an  exclufive  permiffion  to  a  Frenchman  to  fetch 
cattle  from  the  five  principal  places  in  the  neighbour-: 
hood  of  the  French  territory,  he  thought  to  make  an 
advantageous  trade  of  it  for  himfelf,  and  to  change 
the  farmers  into  fecond-hand  purchafers.  Things  were 
in  fuch  a  way,  that,  at  Port-au-Prince,  at  St.  Mark 
and  the  Mole,  there  were  none  but  accidental  or  ma~ 
roon  flaughter-houfes,  in  confequence  of  the  forced- 
receding  of  the  leafes.  The  manoeuvre  of  a  privileged 
man  and  the  augmentation  of  troops  made  the  admi- 
niftrators  refolve  to  fend,  in  178 1,  Mr.  de  la  Riviere, 
a  comiffary  of  the  navy,  to  Mr.  de  Peralta,  who  had 
been  prefident  fince  1779,  to  fecure  the  fupplies  for  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  foldiers,  who  were,  in  fome  fort,  in 
common  to  the  two  nations,  fmce  the  regiments  of 
Touraine  and  Enghien  were  intended  to  guard  the 
Spanifh  part;  and  that  of  Enghien  kept  garrifon  at 
Santo-Domingo,  from  the  end  of  1780  to  178 1. 

This  powerful  consideration,  however,  had  no  great 
weight;  for,  though,  in  178 1,  the  farmers  of  the  north 
had  taken  the  flaughter-houfes  without  any  price  on 
the  farm,  the  leafe  was  obliged  to  be  fuperfeded  in 
May  1782,  on  account  of  their  lofTes,  to  receive  the 
fubmiffion  of  another  farmer  with  conditions  that 
plainly  indicated  the  embarrafiement  attending  this 
part  of  the  public  fervice,  and  to  promife  the  privilege 
during  five  years  gratuitioufly.    In  fpite  of  this,  in  the 
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month  of  July,  they  were  obliged  to  raife  the  price  of 
meat  three  fous  per  pound,  in  the  month  of  October 
to  grant  a  general  permifiion  to  kill  and  fell,  and  in 
(the  month  of  December  to  make  a  particular  treaty 
for  the  Cape,  Fort-Dauphin  and  Ouanaminthe,  on 
the  footing  of  twenty  two  fous  fix  deniers  for  a  pound 
of  beef.  The  motive  of  fupplying  the  French  troops 
having  ceafed,  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards,  at  the 
peace  of  1783,  the  difficulties  did  not  ceafe.  "They 
were  fuch  that,  at  the  auction  of  the  farm  of  the  flau- 
ghter-houfes,  in  the  month  of  October  of  the  fame 
year  there  appeared  no  bidders.  After  that  time  it 
was  necefiary  to  make  fucceflive  allowances  to  the 
farmers,  fupprefs  even  all  exclufive  privileges  in  a 
great  number  of  places,  that  meat  might  be  brought 
in,  and  in  Ihort,  fuch  was  the  diforder,  that  Mefsrs  de 
la  Luzerne  and  de  Marbois,  convinced  that  the  farm 
"of  the  flaughter-houfes,  and  the  exclufion  that  was  the 
neceffary  confequence  of  it,  had  the  moil  fatal  influ- 
ence on  the  provifioning  of  the  colony,  plied  the  mi- 
nifter  with  the  requefts,  made  as  early  as  1776  by 
Mefsrs.  d'Ennery  and  de  Vaivre,  at  the  folicitation  of 
the  members  of  the  two  Councils  of  the  colony,  in 
particular  conferences  held  at  the  epoch  of  the  colo- 
nial alTembly  of  the  lame  year,  when  thefe  Councils 
propofed  to  replace  the  produce  of  the  farm  by  a  tax 
on  taverns,  gaming  tables  a?id  coffee -houfcs. 

Mefsrs.  d'Ennery  and  de  Vaivre  had  kept  their 
promife  in  this  refpect,  fmce  the  king  authorized 
them,    by  a  letter   of  the    minifter  of  the  21ft  June 
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1776,  to  fupprefs  thefarm  of  the  flaughter-houfes,  and 
in  its  ftead  to  affix  an  impofition  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  iivres  on  the  taverns,  billiard-tables,  cofree-hou- 
fes,  and  other  things  which  might  appear  tp  them 
fucceptible  of  taxation.  But  this  converfion  would 
have  required  the  concurrence  of  a  colonial  affembly, 
and  there  has  been  none  fmce  that  of  1776.  Mefsrs, 
de  la  Luzerne  and  de  Marbois  preffed  the  liberty  of 
fupply,  without  which  the  evil  would  become  incura- 
ble. What  they  faid  was  nothing  new,  but  this 
truth  would  have  been  rejected  like  a  thoufand  others, 
if  not  fupported  by  the  following :  that  the  rate  of  the 
impofition  of  the  colony  was  furpaffed,  even  without 
including  the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes  ;  that  the 
treafure  of  the  colony  had  a  referved  fund,  and  that 
the  dearnefs  of  the  farm  was  nothing  but  a  lure,  fince 
it  brought  on  that  of  the  allowances  to  the  hofpitals  and 
the  fupport  of  the  troops  and  others  under  the  king. 
Atlaft,  on  the  17th  of  Augufl  1787,  though  ninety 
years  too  late,  appeared  an  ordinance,  at  once  a  fubject 
of  praife  for  the  minifler  and  for  the  adminiftrators,  by 
which  the  farm  of  the  flaughter-houfes  was  fuppreffed 
counting  from  the  firft  day  of  the  following  feptember 
fave  that  a  prolongation  might  take  place  to  the  ifc 
of  January  1788,  without  retribution,  a's  an  indem- 
nity for  fuch  of  the  farmers  who  mould  have  a  right 
to  it.  There  were  fourteen  principal  places  of  the 
colony  excepted  from  the  general  competition  for  any 
one  who  would  fell  meat,  where  the  number  of  but- 
chers was  fixed,  all  of  whom  are  obliged  to  obtain 
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permiffions  from  the  officers  of  police.  It  was  ordered 
as  a  general  regulation,  that  the  price  of  meat  mould 
be  taxed,  monthly,  by  the  fame  officers;  and  no  one 
fhould  pretend  to  have  a  preference  in  the  purchafe 
of  meat  at  the  markets,  and  that  in  the  fourteen  excep- 
ted places,  he  who  wifhed  to  ceafe  his  trade  as  butcher 
fhould  be  obliged  to  make  a  declaration  to  that  effect 
to  the  regifter,  two  months  before  hand. 

Thus  ended  a  monopoly  that  Mr.  Ducaffe  preten- 
ded to  eftablifh  at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitans,  that  its 
produce  might  be,  with  that  of  the  taverns,  applied 
to  the  opening  and  repairing  of  roads ;  a  monopoly  fo 
much  the  more  odious,  as  all  the  authorities  maintai- 
ned it.  The  privileged  perfons,  almoft  fure  not  to 
want  meat,  had  not  always  much  folicitude  for  the  reft 
of  the  people,  and  the  government  never  looked  at 
any  thing  in  this  farm  but  its  amount.  Since  the 
promulgation  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  induftry  has 
fhowed  itfelf  in  every  quarter  ;  the  French  colonifts 
no  longermeeting  with  the  difdainofthe  farmer  for  the 
cattle  their  country  produces,  have  taken  care  of 
this  branch  of  profit.  The  provisioning  of  the  colony 
is  become  lefs  difficult,  becaufe  the  avarice  attending 
it  is  become  lefs,  and  the  competition  general.  The 
Spaniards  themfelves  no  longer  having  the  agents  of 
the  farm  to  deal  with,  have  been  lefs  fure  to  fell  at 
a  certain  price;  and  therefore  fear  that  there  are  lefs 
buyers.  Thefe  latter,  no  longer  reckoning  on  a 
fale  price  feed,  and  the  benefit  of  the  farm,  have  pe- 
netrated further  into  the  Spanifh  part  to  feek  cattle 

on 


Spani/h  Part  of  St.  Domingo.  137 

on  the  beft  flocked  hattes.  Obliged  for  the  tax  of 
each  month  to  fhow  their  acquittances  and  then- 
means,  they  have  ever  been  afraid  that  fome  more 
intelligent  perfons  than  themfelves  would  be  appoin- 
ted in  their  ftead,  or  would  injure  them  by  an  inferior 
tax ;  in  a  word,  all  the  effects  that  liberty  produces, 
have  united,  to  diminifh  at  leaft,  the  evils  of  a  farm 
of  the  flaughter-houfes ;  evils  of  which  many  are 
irreparable,  efpecially  that  of  the  augmentation  of  the 
value  of  cattle,  as  this  augmentation  is  of  no  kind 
of  benefit  but  for  ftrangers..  Such  has  been  ihe- 
fueefs  of  the  fuppreffion  of  this  farm,  that  in  the 
month  of  July  1789,  it  was  inferred  in  the  French 
gazette,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Spanifh  goverment,  that 
rheprefident  had  permitted  all  and  any  of  the  Spaniards 
to  fell  cattle  into  the  French  part,  without  permifnon 
and  without  privilege. 

The  fupply  of  horned  cattle  to  the  French  part 
Cannot  be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand  head 
annually,  of  which  the  Spaniards  furnifh  four  fifths. 
Thefe  at  thirty  dollars  a  head  including  the  bringing 
of  them  by  the  Spaniards^  make  a  total  of  four  hun- 
dred &  fifty  thoufand  dollars  (more  than  three  milli- 
ons of  the  colonies  or  two  millions  of  French  livres) 
which  is  the  true  flandard  of  the  trade  between  the 
two  colonies  j  fince,  if  the  Spaniards  bring  in  fait 
or  fmoked  meat,  facks  made  of  finewy  plants  or 
hides,  and  if  chey  bring  alfo  fome  mules,  horfes,  and 
a  little  tobacco,  thefe  laft  coming  only  as  contraband, 
are  fold    cheaper,  which  makes   up  for  what  muft 
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be  dedu&ed  from  the.  thirty  dollars  which  I  have 
allowed  for  each  head  of  cattle  brought  in  clandes- 
tinely. 

The  three  millions  of  livres  that  the  Spaniards  thus 
receive  from  the  French,  form  three  quarters  of  the 
produce  of  their  colony  -,  for  we  cannot  reckon  at 
more  than  a  million  the  producl  of  their  culture,  and 
.the  fale  of  the  hides  of  the  cattle  they  confume  among 
jhemfelves  and  yet  thefe  four  millions  pay  annually 
^cur  hundred  thpufand  livres  to  the  revenue,  an  impofb 
of  ten  ■per  centum,  enormous  indeed,  if  compared  to 
that  of  the  French  colonies.  It  is  ever  to  be  re- 
membered that  their  exiftence  depends  on  their  rela- 
tions with  the  French,  and  the  means  of  thefe  rela- 
tions they  owe  to  their  hattes. 

But  this  fort  of  eftablimment  itfelf  requires  refor- 
mation and  care,  if  the  Spaniards  do  not  wifh  to  fee 
this  fource  of  their  riches  diminish,  or,  perhaps,  totally 
dry  up. 

The  firft  precaution  to  be  taken,  would  be  that  of 
circumfcribing  the  hattes,  foas  todiminum  the  number 
of  the  wild  or  vagabond  cattle,  and  to  render  the  treat- 
ment of  fuch  as  are  fick  more  commodious. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  cattle  that  are  rarely 
feen,  becaufe  they  may  fly  far  from  man  to  the  fight 
of  whom  nothing  accuftoms  them,  muft  fail  of  care, 
and  that  this  care  is  neglected  precifely  becaufe  it  is 
attended  with  trouble.  There  would,  then,  be  a 
real  advantage  in  having  hattes,  the  lands  of  which 
Should  be   more  proportioned  to  their  utility.     The 
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prefervation  of  the  cattle  and  their  more  numerous 
propagation  muft  be  the  neceffary  confequences  of- 
fuch  a  regulation,  and  in  adopting  a  fyftem  for  bettering 
the  hattes,  the  breed  of  the  cattle  would  be  bettered  at 
the  fame  time,  becaufe  it  would  then  be  poffible  to  ma- 
ke judicious  choices  in  the  breeding  Hock.  Thefeeble 
ones  would  be  rejected  in  thejcalculation  ofpropagation, 
and  the  fickneffes  among  cattle,  which  become  every 
day  more  common  and  more  formidable,  might  be 
combatted  with  fuccefs. 

It  is  impoflible  to  avoid  ailonifhment,  when  we 
know  that,  notwithstanding  its  vaft  extent,  almoft 
entirely  devoted  to  the  raifing  of  cattle,  the  Spanifh 
colony  is  far  from  being  in  a  ftate  to  anfwer  the  wants, 
continually  augmenting  in  the  French  colony.  There 
would,  however,  be  a  real  advantage  to  both  in  furni- 
fhing  and  receiving  cattle,  which,  being  natives  of  the 
fame  foil,  would  be  difpofed,  from  that  circumftance 
alone,  to  become  accuftomed  to  the  climate,  when 
fent  into  the  French  part.  But  carelefnefs  and  vicious 
habits  have  oppofed  immoveable  obftacies  to  the 
means  of  pleafure  and  profit. 

Horfes  in  particular  are  wanting  in  the- French* 
part,  which  is  obliged  to  fend  for  them  to  North  Ame- 
rica. Thefe  are  almoft  always  big,  heavy,  and  rarely 
well  made,  very  little  fit  for  the  long  journeys,  when 
luch  muft  be  performed,  in  the  mountainous  parts  s 
difficult  enough  to  feed,  and  much  more  difficult  to 
accufcom  to  the  climate.  It  is  extremely  rare  to  fee 
at  Saint-Domingo  a  horfe  from  the  United-States 
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which  is  not  hard  mouthed ;  they  are  almofl  all  fo, 
and  very  difficult  to  direct  without  thofe  fort  of  mov- 
ments  which  very  much  fatigue  the  horfeman.  It  is 
from  them  that  the  ifland  has  received  the  glanders 
and  the  flrangles  j  at  leaft  thefe  two  diforders  were 
never  known  in  the  ifland  before  their  importation. 

If  the  French  receive  fome  horfes  from  the  Spanifh 
part,  they  may  be  called  wild,  and  if  they  have  been 
broken,  it  is  in  a  manner  calculated  to  add  to  their 
wildne  fs. 

There  are,  neverthelefs,  horfe  -  breakers  in  both 
the  colonies,  almofl  always  mulattoes,  who  have  had 
no  other  inftruction  than  that  of  their  own  taite. 
Mere  hazard  fometimes  gives  them  talents,  and  the 
fondnefs  of  mulattoes  for  horfes  foon  difcovers  the 
aptnefs  they  have  for  all  forts  of  exercife ;  but,  for 
one  that  arrives  at  perfection  as  a  groom,  there  are 
a  thoufand  good  for  nothing  but  fpoiling  the  horfes 
committed  to  their  care. 

Generally  a  Spanifh  Creole,  or  fome  negro,  tries 
to  break  the  horfes. 

This  firft  trial  is  curious  enough.  To  faddle  the 
horfe,  a  halter  with  a  flrp  knot  is  thrown,  from  a 
diitance  of  twenty  or  five  and  twenty  feet,  round 
his  neck.  The  other  cords  with  (lip  knots  are  thrown 
under  his  feet,  till  the  momdnt  offers  for  catching  one 
of  his  hinder  legs.  Thus  caught,  the  end  of  the  halter 
is  fattened  to  a  poft,  to  which  the  horfe  is  then  to  be 
brought  j  he  flings  about,  but  being  drawn  by  the 
leg,  the  fear  of  falling  obliges  hiin  to  advance.  When 
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arrived  at  the  poft,  his  head  and  leg  are  both  raifed  at 
once,  he  plunges  about,  and  feveral  perfons  throw 
themfelves  on  him  to  keep  him  down.  In  this  pof- 
ture  he  is  faddled,  and  tied  fo  that  one  hinder  leg  is 
taftened  to  the  fore  one  on  the  other  fide,  whence  the 
cord  continues  on  to  the  noofe  round  the  neck.  During 
this  operation,  which  the  horfe  endures  with  all  pomT 
ble  figns  of  impatience,  another  horfe,  already  broken, 
is  brought,  and,  with  or  without  faddle,  is  placed, 
by  way  of  exemple,  before  the  other.  The  horfe 
is  now  made  to  rife.  He  makes  every  effort  to  difem- 
barrafs  himfel£  but  without  effect,  unlefs  the  cords 
break,  or  he  mould  hurt  himfelf,  in  which  cafe  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  muft  be  waited  for. 

The  jockey  is  armed  with  a  {lout,  knobbed  whip 
handle.  He  watches  the  moment  to  mount,  and  does 
notufetheftirrups.  Then  the  other  horfe  and  rider 
take  the  lead,  and  thus  begins  this  equeitrian  edu- 
cation. 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive,  that  the  efforts  and  refiftance 
of  the  horfe,  always  proportioned  to  his  ftrengh,  wild- 
nefs  and  fpirit,  muft  ncceffarily  lead  him  to  endeavour 
to  throw  his  rider.  But  if  he  attempts  to  kick  or 
fling,  the  cord  which  joins  the  two  legs  completely 
hinder  him.  If  he  wants  to  tofs  his  head,  the  noofe 
pinches  his  neck.  While  he  is  making  thefe  ufekjfs 
efforts,  the  rider  (particularly  if  a  negro)  belabours 
him  with  his  whip  handles  often  even  others,  armed 
with  long  poles,  pay  away  upon  his  hinder  parts  j  one. 
only  turn  is  left  for  him,  and  this  is  the  moit  dange- 


X  4^2-  Dejcrtption  of  the 

rous  to  the  jockey,  who  cares  but  little  for  is  kicking, 
an  rearing,  that  is,  to  fall  down  on  one  fide.  Accor- 
dingly, the  rider  watches  this  intention,  and  as  foon  as 
perceivesi  ,  umps  off ;  then  he  mounts  again,  fwears, 
and  lays  about  him.  In  fhort,  unlefs  the  horfe  be 
one  of  thofc  ftubborn  few  which  relift  to  their  laft 
breath,  he  is  broken  and  the  jockey  has  the  felf-com- 
plaifance  to  attribute  to  his  fkill,  what  has  been  effec- 
ted by  fatigue,  hard  blows  and  pain. 

Here  we  fee  the  true  caufe  of  an  evil,  almoft  ge- 
neral, in  the  two  colonies,  becaufe  this  cuftom  is  com- 
mon to  both,  which  is,  that  the  horfes  have  dangerous 
faults :  they  are  reftive,  ftartiih,  fhy  and  fearful  -,  they 
are  almoft  all  fubject.  to  fome  fault  that  renders  the 
rider  uneafy.  It  is  real  fubject.  of  regret,  that  they  are 
not  better  attended  to.  In  general  they  are  remarkably 
fure-footed,  and  this  is  no  trifiing  quality  in  a  coun- 
try were  the  roads  in  the  mountains  are  fometimes  no 
mere  than  paths  along  the  edge  of  a  precipice. 

The  hattes  have  many  other  vices  in  their  depopu- 
lating regimen.  The  number  of  mares  is  by  no 
means  proportioned  to  that  of  the  ftallions,  and  fome- 
times the  latter  are  left  without  choice,  and  employed 
too  young.  The  mares  are  never  quiet,  not  being- 
feparated  from  the  ftuds  when  with.  fold.  When 
quite  heavy;  even  in  the  laft  month,  they  remain  ex- 
pofed  to  the  kicks  of  the  other  horfes,  and  it  too 
often  happens,  that  accidents  of  this  kind  kill  both 
the  fold  and  the  mare.  Very  often  they  fold  in  fome 
diftantand-  unpercetved  fpot,  and  the  colt  perifhes. 
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The  colts  are  broken  too  young,  and  their  weaning 
is  not  attended  to. 

The  cutting  of  the  male  celts  is  frequent  enough 
in  the  Spanifh  part*  This  operation  again  is  perfor- 
med in  too  hafty  a  manner.  It  is  very  dangerous, 
and  particularly  in  the  wet  feafon,  and  becaufe  it  is 
erroneoufly  believed  that  any  one  may  perform  it. 
This  formerly  killed  many  colts  ■>  but  this  evil  is  not 
fo  predominant,  fince  the  bufinefs  has  been  practifed 
by  people  of  colour,  who  are  extremely  dexterous  and 
fafe  in  the  exercife  of  it.  > 

The  Spanifh  colonifts  fell  an  ordinary  horfe  for 
forty  or  fifty  dollars,  and  of  thefe  two  thoufand 
might  be  brought  annually  into  the  French  part.  In 
place  of  which  they  leave  the  French  to  the  infufE- 
cient  fupply  of  the  Americans,  whole  horfes  coft 
from  fifty  to  eighty  dollars  a  piece. 

The  Spaniards  mow  the  fame  indifference  with 
refpeci;  to  mules,  of  which  their  neighbours  have 
ftill  much  more  need.  When  the  French  fettlements 
were  in  their  infancy,  the  Spaniards  fupplied  them  in 
this  way;  but,  as  the  failing  of  the  French  hattes  redu- 
ced them  to  a  want  of  horned  cattle,  the  Spaniards 
turned  all  their  attention  to  the  raifing  of  the  latter, 
The  Spaniards  have,  indeed,  fome  mules,  but  in 
fmall  number. 

They  are  of  a  lefs  fize  than  thofe  brought  from 
the  coafts  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  this  is  a  great 
disadvantage,  when  they  are  wanted  for  draft,  '"n  tht 
French  part.  They  are  wild  and  vicious,  like  the  hgrfe 
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of  the  fame  parts,  becaufe  they  r;re  brought  up  together 
and  broken  in  the  very  fame  manner,  except  that  the 
breaker  is  lefs  fparing  of  his  ftrokes  to  .the  mules. 

The  negligence  in  raifing  horfes  maybe  equally 
applied  to  the  mules.  If  the  former  have  their  faults, 
the  latter  have  them  all  in  a  fall  higher  degree.  Their 
obftinacy,  which  is  become  proverbial,  is  every  where 
remarkable,  and  particularly  at  St.  Domingo.  We 
ihould  believe  it  unfurmountable,  did  we  no  fee  the 
moft  obftinate  of  thefe  animals  reduced  to  perfect  fup- 
plenefs  by  the  negroes. 

Though  mules  are  eafler  fed  than  horfes  and  oxen, 
and  iuffer  lefs  from  the  droughts,  the  raifing  of  them 
is  generally  more  difficult.  Their  young  ones  are 
more  delicate  than  colts,  and  very  apt  to  die  before 
the  third  year.  The  teek  (*).,  an  infect  at  firfl  white 
and  afterwards  of  a  dirty  grey,  which  fattens  itfelf  to 
the  fkin  of  the  cattle,  particularly  under  the  joints  and 
behind  the  ear,  where  i.t  fwells  itfelf  with  their  blood, 
torments  the  young  mules  with  a  violent  itching, 
which  is  followed  by  the  mange.  Thefe  are  other 
reafons  why  the  Spanifh  colonifts,  care  but  little  about 
raifing  them. 

They  are  not,  like  the  graziers  of  the  Spanifh 
main,  ambitious  of  having  nags  of  a  fine  fort  that 
thefe  latter  got)  buy,  at  the  price  of  even  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  the  little  ifland  of  Arouba.  Thus  the 
French  colony  which  Hands  in  need,    annually,  of 


(*)  Accarus. 

about 
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about  five  thoufand  mules,  the  average  price  of  which 
may  be  a  hundred  dollars,  offers  this  fource  of  riches 
to  its  neighbours,  who  prefer  leaving  it  to  the  inha- 
tants  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  though  the  latter  do  not 
draw  fo  clear  a  profit  from  it,  nor  the  French  fo  much 
utility  from  the  necefiity  of  climating  the  mules  after 
having  undergone  the  fatigue  and  inconvenience  of  a 
fea  pafTage,  always  hurtful  to  them  j  and  this  circumf- 
tance  has  fo  much  weight,  that,  after  all,  a  mule  from 
the  Spaniih  part  will  fell  for  more  than  one  frori}  the 
continent.  Formerly,  Tome  where  brought  from  Geor- 
gia, one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  which, 
indeed,  fucceded  very  well;  but  they  were  too  dear. 

The  Spaniards  of  St.  Domingo  leave  afTes  alfo  to 
be  fupplied  in  the  fame  manner.     Thefe  animals  are 
employed  in  many  places  of  the  French  colony  for 
light  carriage ;  for  inftance,  carrying  linen  to  the  wash- 
ing places,  when  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  town,  as  at 
Port-au-Prince.     AfTes  fucceed  very  well  in  the  Spa- 
nifh  part,  where  there  were  fome  wild,  even  in  great 
herds,  in  1698.     The  Spaniards,  however,  fend  fome 
of  them,  particularly  for  nags,  called  at  St.  Domingo 
hours,  from  burro,  with  this  circumflance,  that  thofe 
kept  for  covering   mares  are  called  bours-equiors.  A 
certain  number  of  afTes  might  be   Told  to  avantage, 
becaufe  the  price,  which  is  generally  fifteen  or  twenty 
dollars,  increafesthe  number  of  buyers;  and  becauTej 
round  the  towns,  one  or  many  afTes,  led  by  a  fingle  ne'- 
groe,  himfelf  loaded,  would  render  carriage  to  market 
very  cheap  ,as  befides,  the  afs  coils  but  little  keeping, 

Vol.  II.  v  "   T 
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But  it  is  for  the  horned  cattle  that  the  Spaniards 
vrant  a  new  plan.  We  have  feen  what  an  infinite 
number  of  thefe  are  loft  to  them,  without  yielding  to 
any  other  an  advantage  worth  mentioning.  With  more 
circumfcribed  hattes,  they  might  profit  from  the  incli- 
nation cattle  ever  have  to  herd  together, ;  and  by  go- 
verning the  leader  of  a  herd  they  might  be  matters 
of  the  whole.  There  is  fomething  fo  fingular  refpec- 
ting  thefe  leaders,  that  I  muft  requeft  the  reader  to 
permit  me  a  remark  or  two  on  them. 

The  leader  keeps  from  the  herd,  with  incredible 
vigilance,  all  fuch  young  ones  as  approach  two  years 
and  a  half  old. 

An  other  obfervation,  which  I  mail,  however,  but 
repeat,  is  that  in  feveral  herds,  there  are  feen  of  theie 
male  leaders,  which  abfolutely  refufe  the  young  fe- 
males of  their  own  getting,  and  which  even  force 
them  to  quit  the  herd,  to  which  they  return  quietly 
after  a  year's  feparation;  but  not  fooner. 

The  leaders  of  different  herds  take  particular  care 
to  avoid  each  other,  and  great  attention  ought  to  be 
paid,  to  prevent  the  jack-affes  from  injuring  the 
ftallions,  efpecially  when  jealous  of  each  other \ 
becaufe,  then,  the  former  almoft  always  fucceed  in 
ftrangling  the  latter.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  when 
two  jack-affes  meet,  if  one  is  in  the  cuftom  of  cove- 
ring mares,  he  is  almoft  always  ftrangied  by  that, 
which  has  kept  to  his  oAvn  fpecies. 

But  the  moft  ftriking   circumftance  is,  that  which 
is  obferved  in  the  herds  of  horned  cattle,  and  which 
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holds  through  the  favanas  of  feveral  habitations, 
where  one  bull  aflfumes  the  empire,  as  does  the  lea- 
ding bull  of  a  herd.  (*) 

This  bull  reigns  over  all  the  herd  and  drives 
away  every  bead  that  gives  umbrage  to  him.  At  his, 
look  the  other  bulls,  grown  up  in  the  herd,  retire* 
The  cows  referve  their  favours  for  him,  or>  at  leaft 
if  they  wifh  to  commit  an  ael:  of  infidelity,  without 
expofing  the  favored  lover,  they  are  obliged  to  avoi4 
his  fultanic  prefence.  This  defpot  of  the  feraglio 
has  no  law  but  his  will,  and  that  will  is  an  exclufive 
enjoyment ;  nature,  however,  raifes  him  up  enemies 
to  difpute  his  empire. 

.  As  foon  as  the  age  of  defire  arrives,  as  foon  love* 
that  tumultuous  paflion,  begins  to  warm  the  heart 
of  the  young  bull,  his  eourage  awakens,  and  he  begins 
to  mutiny  againft  that  fort  of  fervitude  in  which  he 
has  heen'held  by  the  king  of  the  herd.  Firft  he  dares 
to  ftand  in  his  way,  and  feems  to  remove  unwillingly 
at  his  approach;  next  he  retires  in  broken  murmurs;  at 
laft  the  day  arrives*  when,  full  of  rageA  he  prefents 
him  the  menacing  points  with  which  his  front  is  ar- 
med. This  excefs  of  impudence  inflames  the  old 
chief;  he  darts,  half  mad,  on  the  daring  rebbel.  Ac- 
euftomed  to  the  combat,  proud  of  his  domination,  he 
utters  a  roar  that  ftrikes  terror  through  the  whole 
herd,  which  terrified  and  immoveable,  fix  their  regards 

(*)  I  have  obferved  this  facVin  Martinico  alio,  with  refpeft 
to  the  leading  bull,  there  called  Mafter  of  the  Savana. 
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on  the  combattants,  and  feem  to  wait  the  decifion. 

In  this  ftruggle,  generally  unequal,  the  young  bull 
more  impatient  than  adroit,  fpends  his  ftrength  in 
vain  efforts,  and  is  foon  obliged  to  avoid,  by  flight, 
the  death  that  would  confummate  his  punifhment.  The 
vanquiiher  difdains  to  follow  him,  proud  of  having 
thus  reinforced  his  authority,  he  contents  himfelfwith 
keeping  the  vanquifhed  at  a  diftance,  and  declaring 
by  his  proud  deportment,  that  he  is  worthy  of  his 
rank.  It  even  feems  that  the  herd  affecl  to  renew 
their  homage,  and  exprefs  their  fatisfa&ion  at  his 
triumph.  Sometimes,  however,  fuch  an  event  caufes 
the  formation  of  a  new  herd ;  fome  of  the  cattle  follow 
th.2  fortunes  of  the  defeated  youngfter,  and  adopt  him 
for  their  chief. 

If  the  bull  abufed  by  his  courage,  continues  in  the 
herd,  he  entertains  a  hatred,  continually  exercifed  by 
a  ftronger  paflion  >  he  tries  his  ftrength  againft  other 
bulls  of  the  herd,  and  in  thofe  plays,  refembling  fights, 
he  finds  out  the  meafure  of  his  powers  -,  he  learns  to 
employ  them3  and  when  he  can  no  longer  endure  the 
recollection  of  his  defeat,  he  again  braves  the  author 
of  his  difgrace  and  feeks  for  vengeance. 

"Who  can  defcribe  the  ftrokes  exchanged  by  thefe 
two  rivals  in  abfolute  power  !  The  hills  and  valleys 
ring  with  their  roars.  From  the  clafhing  noife  of 
their  horns  one  may  judge  of  the'impetuofity  of  their 
attacks.  A  hundred  times  each  is  deceived  with  the 
profpecl;  of  victory.  They  boil  and  foam  with  heat 
and  rage.    Sometimes  wreftling  with  their  heads,  they 
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drive  and  twill  each  other  this  way  and  that,  'till  art 
uneven  fpot,  a  falfe  ftep "or  vengeful  impatience, 
obliges  one,  or  the  other,  or  both,  to  draw  back: 
fometimes  darting  on  each  other,  each  fee ms  to  aim 
his  deadly  points  at  the  bowels  of  his  adverfary.  But 
the  fatal  moment  is  arrived.  Years  have  betrayed  the 
hope  of  the  fine  old  chief,  who  thought  his  empire 
durable  as  his  exiftence.  The  ardour  of  youth  feconds 
the  prowefs  and  vengeance  of  the  ennemy,  and  v^&dry 
decides  in  his  favour.  Dreadful  viciflitude  !  The 
mighty  tyrant,  fole  object  of  regard  and  obedience,  at 
whofe  flamp,  at  whofe  very  look  the  herd  trembled 
but  a  moment  before,  now  mrinks  from  the  blows  of 
,one  of  his  fubjects  j  defcends  to  cunning  fhifts  to  avoid 
the  fight  ■,  draws  back,  and  flies  !  Already  is  he  in  the 
middle  of  the  herd,  feeking  to  hide  his  difhonour  and 
impotent  rancour. 

Wnile  he  his  thus  hurled  from  his  power  and  his 
rule,  his  youthful  fuccefTor  receives  the  adulations  of 
the  verfatile  and  fawning  herd.  The  haughty  van- 
quiiher  boiling  with  rage  .that  breaks  through  the  joy 
of  his  fuccefs,  raifes  aloft  his  angry  front;  as  if  to  feek 
for  the  defeated  champion,  and  forbid  him  his  prefence 
for  ever.  Every  thing  feems  to  foretell  that  one  tyrant 
jias  been  changed  for  another. 

Let  us  leave  him  to  enjoy  his  triumph,  and  to  the 
exercife  of  that  jealous  tyranny  that  will  raife  him  too, 
enemies  to  humble  him  in  his  turn,  while  v/e  look 
for  his  fallen  predeceffor. 

He  creeps  away  to  thole,  fpots  where  he  may  hope 
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to  avoid  the  difdainful  regards  of  his  infulting  foe.  l$tr$ 
Ite  mopes;  the  cutting  remembrance  of  his  happy  day? 
redoubles  his  anguifh  ;  he  pines  and  withers  away  to 
nothing.  His  once-glowing  eye,  finks,  fades  and 
grows  dim  ;  it  is  the  feat  of  fadnefs  and  defpair,  and 
feems  to  call  for  the  hand  of  death  to  elofe  it  for  ever. 
Ufeful  and  laborious  animal !  why  has  nature  given  to 
thee,  as  to  man,  the  fatal  faculty  of  remembering  the 
pair,  and  of  feeling  thofe  forrows  which  are  the  har- 
bingers of  death  ! 

The  oxen  of  the  Spanifli  part  are  (mall,  like 
thofe  of  the  other  Antilles.  They  have  a  remarkable 
vivacity,  of  which  the  Creoles  make  ufe  fometimes,  in 
employing  the  bulls  in  that  fport  which  bears  the  name 
of  the  animal.  A  pair  of  thefe  oxen  do  not,  in  general 
weigh  more  than  fix  or  feven  hundred  weight,  and 
the  cuftom  of  felling  them  too  young  hurts  their  perr 
feclioning,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  prevents  the  French 
markets  from  having  fucculent  meat. 

To  the  care  ofcorre&ing  the  abufe  of  a  difpropor- 
tionate  extent  of  the  hattes,  which  arrefts  the  multi- 
plication and  often  renders  it  ufelefs  ;  to  the  lofs  of 
the  calculation  which'  leads  to  a  belief  that  it  is  advan 
tageous  to  fell  cattle  that  have  not  attained  the 
proper  age  and  growth;  they  ought  ftill  to  add,  'an 
examination  of  the  vices  crept  into  the  forms  adopted 
to  fettle  the  tribute  the  graziers  owe  to  the  daughter- 
houfes  of  Santo-Domingo,  and  the  refolution  of  en~ 
deavouring  to  defcroy  the  plants  which  fpoil  the 
pafture,  and  which  threaten  to  overrun  it  alto- 
gether, to  the  evident  annihilation  of  the  cattle. 
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There  is  another  inconvenience  growing  out  of 
the  eXcefs  of  precaution}  the  fault- of  proportion  be^ 
tween  the  oxen  and  cows.  As  the  fending  away  the 
latter  is  almoft  generally  forbidden,  a  number  of 
bulls,  efpecially  in  the  war  ofi^S,  were  fnpplied, 
and  there  remained  a  great  many  cows  which  from 
this  evident  caufe  became  barren*  - 

It  is  very  aftonifhing  that  the  Spaniih  government 
has  not  adopted  in  this  colony  the  wife  regimen  of  la 
Mefia, an eftablimment  formed  in  Spain  for  everything 
concerning  flocks  and  herds,  and  which  the  laws  of 
the  Indies  hold  up  for  imitation.  According  to  thefe 
*latter,  there  fhould  be  one  or  two  alcades  of  Mefia, 
elected  by  the  municipal  body  and  every  proprietor 
of  three  hundred  head  of  cattle,  fhould  be  a  fellow 
of  the  Mefia.  There  mould  be  two  affemblies  an- 
nually, in  the  month  of  January  and  July,  at  which 
five  fellows,  at  leaft,  mould  be  prefent,  and  in 
which  examination  mould  take  place  of  all  concer- 
ning the  multiplication  of  cattle  and  the  mending  of 
the  breed  5  where  ftrayed  cattle  mould  be  conducted 
and  claimed ;  and,  in  a  word,  Where  an  object  fo 
important  mould  be  fpecially  examined,  and  fubmit- 
ted  to  a  greater  collection  of  underHanding  and  ex- 
perience. From  thefe  affemblies  would  neeeilarily 
refult  falutary  advices,  a  mutual  communication  oF 
ufeful  obfervations,  the  thefts  of  cattle,  neither  difficult 
nor  rare,  the  refource  of  idlers  and  vagabonds*  and 
which  fupports  a  moral  corruption  the  influence  of 
which  muft  be  fatal,  would  be  prevented  or  pianiflred, 


152  Defer  iption  of  the 

and  every  one  would  be  a  gainer.  But,  perhaps  alio 
the  presidents  have  been  afraid  their  authority  would 
be  diminiihed  in  a  matter  that  makes  almoft  every 
one  dependent  on  their  will,  as  they  almoft  all  poffefs 
cattle ;  and  as  far  as  relates  to  the  adminiftration  of 
the  French  part,  it  gives  them  an  importance  that  no 
other  part  of  their  adminiftration  could  produce. 

We  are  well  founded,  then,  in  faying,  that  if  the 
Spanifh  government  did  not  feduloufiy  ftudy  to  keep 
the  colonifts  of  Santo-Domingo  in  a  ftate  of  medio- 
crity, without  doubt  to  render  its  power  more  formi- 
dable, it  would  find  means  of  putting  in  execution 
fuch  regulations  as  one  cannot  fuppofe  it  to  be  un-' 
acquainted  with  the  utility  of.  Indeed,  is  it  poffible 
that  it  does  not  know  that  the  difficulty,  which  the 
parts,  too  diftant  from  the  French  part  to  partake  in 
the  fupply  of  cattle,  might  be  eafily  removed,  by 
permitting  Spanifh  or  even  French  barks  to  fetch 
thefe  cattle  by  fea  ?  The  immenfe  extent  of  the  plain 
of  the  eaftern  part  of  the  ifland,  is  fufficient  to  make 
us  judge  of  what  ufe  this  commerce  would  be  to  it: 
a  commerce  ftill  lefs  coftly  than  that  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  bring  cattle  ifrom  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
United-States. 

Thefe  oxen  which  come  particularly  from  New- 
England,  and  which  are  faid  to  have  brought  the 
carbuncle  into  the  colony,  coft  from  twenty-four 
to  thirty-two  dollars  a  head ;  while  a  pair  from  the 
Spanifh  part  coft  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  dollars ; 
a  pair  of  cows  from  twenty  to  twenty-four,  and  a 

pair 
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pair  of  calves,  of  a  year  old  (for  younger  cannot  be 
had),  twenty  dollars.  If  the  American  merchant 
finds  a  profit,  certainly  the  Spaniards  muft  find  a  much 
greater.  The  profit  of  the  latter  is  rapidly  increa- 
fing  too,  fince.the  pair.of  oxen,  which  produced  him, 
in  1762,  but  twenty-two  dollars,  were  worth  twenty- 
fix,  in  1776,  at  prefent  they  are  worth  nearly  the  dou- 
ble of  that  fum,  and  during  the  war  of,  1778,  they 
were  even  higher  than  eighty  dollars. .  And. if  we 
reflect  on  the  rapid  progreflion  in  the  population 
and  produce  of  Saint  Domingo,  we.fhall  be  foon 
convinced,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  part 
would  do  themfelves  no  injury  in  giving  an  extenfive 
latitude  to  their  endeavours  to  augment  the  number 
of  their  cattle. 

To  the  product  of  the  cattle,  we  might,  according 
to  Valverde,  add  that  of  agriculture  and  the  mines. 
It  is  very  true,  that,  in  the  two  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred fquare  leagues  of  the  level,  or  nearly  level,  land 
of  the  colony,  we  might,  in  fuppofing  that  a  tenth 
part  only  was  fit  for  the  fugar-cane,  fettle  down,atleaft 
a  thoufand  fugar-plantations,  of  three  hundred  carreaux 
each,  and  in  the  remaining  land,  a  number  more 
than  fix  times  this,  of  coffee,  indigo  and  provifion 
plantations,  &c.  &c.  &c.  That  is  to  fay,  double  in 
value  to  the  plantations  in  the  French  part,  as  the 
fugar  plantations  would  be  of  a  greater  extent. 

Valverde  goes  fo  far  as  to  maintain  that  this  im~ 
menfe  cultivation  would  not    injure   the   raifing  of 
cattle ;  becaufe  the  parts  occupied  hy  the   graziery 
Vol.  II.  V 
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would  be  in  the  interior,  more  diftant  for  the  carriage 
of  produce,  and  which  are  the  very   beft  for  cattle  on 
account  of  their  temperature,   the   thicknefs  of  the 
foliage   and   the  purity   of  the  waters.     It  is  to  the 
unlimited   extent   of  the    hattes    that  he    attributes 
their  failure.      This,  he   fays,    prevents    multiplica- 
tion ;    becaule  all  the  cattle  are  left  to  themfelves. 
As  a  proof  he  produces  that  this  multiplication  is  va- 
lued at  no  more   than  five  to  the  hundred  for    the 
tribute,  in  which  are   not  reckoned    the   wandering 
cattle,  on  account   of  the    impoffibility   there  is  of 
forming  a  calculation  which  refpect  to  them ;  while 
there  are  fome  little  hattes  on  which  the  multiplica- 
tion has  been  in  the  proportion  of  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  to  the  hundred,  and  that  with  fome  inhabitants 
of  fmall  tracts,  that  with  twenty  cows  and  a  couple 
of  bulls  they  have  annually  as"  many  calves  as  mo- 
thers.    It  would,  then,  be  one  of  the  happy  effects  of 
cultivation  to  narrow  the   limits   of  the   hattes   and 
reduce  all  the  cattle  to  the   fame  and  gentle  defcrip- 
tion.     They    would    then   be  more  fruitful,   and   a 
.thoufand  would  yield  more  profit,  then  eight  or  ten 
thoufand  the  various  defcriptions  now  do. 

At  prefent  almoft  every  hatte  is  committed  to  the 
,  care  of  a  negro  with  the  title  of  majoral,  and  every 
;  one  knows  that  his  fole  object  is  to  get  as  much  as  will 
purchafe  his  freedom,  and  that  two  or  three  other 
flaves  placed  under  him  are  quite  infufficient  to  take 
that  care  of  the  cattle  which  is  neceflary  to  make  them 
profitable. 
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But,  it  is  principally  on  the  fubject  of  the  mines  that 
Valverde  breaks  out  in  extacies  on  the  value  that  the 
Spanifh  colony  may  acquire.  "  They  were  its  glory 
,,  formerly,  and  why  may  they  not  be  fo  again  ?  The 
„  fhort  time  they  were  worked  cannot  have  exhaufted 
„  them;  there  are  even  a  great  number  which  have 
„  never  been,  opened,  they  could  then  be  worked  as 
„  eafily  as  formerly.  A  mine  would  give  thrice  as 
„  much  as  a  fugar  plantation  with  the  fame  number 
„  of  hands,  and  metal  is  not  fubject  to  fo  many 
,,  viciffitudes  as  the  fugar  cane.  It  is  in  vain  to  ima- 
3i  gine  difficulties,  arifing  from  the  infalubrity  of  the 
„  mines,  fince  obfervations  relative  to  thofe  of  St-. 
„  Domingo  prove  the  contrary,  and  the  argument 
„  founded  on  a  great  number  of  Indians  perifhing  in 
„  them,  proves  nothing  but  the  vices  in  the  manage- 
,,  rrient  and  ftill  more  the  avarice  of  the  flrft  Spaniards, 
„  who,not  content  with  forcing  men  to  work  who  were 
„  unaccuftomed  to  it,  and  for  that  reafon  unfit  for  it, 
„  made  them  labour  beyond  their  ftrength.  I  know 
„  well,  fays  the  fame  author  at  laft,  the  maxim  fo 
„  often  repeated,  that  the  beft  mine  is  the  cultivation 
„  of  the  land:  thofe  nations  who  have  no  other  mines 
j,  may  thus  confole  themfelves,  but  fince  gold  is  the 
„  god  of  nations  his  worfhip  ought  to  bring  opulence 
„  and  power  to  that  nation  in  which  he  condefcends  to 
„  dwell,,. 

Such  is  nearly  the  reafoning  of  Valverde,  the  refu- 
tation of  which  might  itfelf  be  fubject  to  controverfy. 
But  he  was  obliged  to  confefs  that,  after  all,  there 

Va 
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niuft  be  work-men  and  cultivators,  and  that  as  both 
muft  be  flaves,  there  can  be  no  kind  of  enterprize  wi- 
thout this  mdifpenfable  agency.  Now,  what  are 
fourteen  thoufand  negroes,  when  a  million  and  a  half 
at  the  very  leaft,  would  be  wanted  to  bring  the  Spa-  • 
nifh  part  to  a  perfection  proportioned  to  that  of  the 
French  part ! 

Spain,  of  all  the  powers  pofTefling  colonies,  has  the 
weakeft  means  of  procuring  negroes,  fince  fhe  has 
neither  fettlement  nor  factory  on  the  African  coafty 
and  is  reduced  to  receive  all  me  does  receive  at  fecond 
hand,  fhe  who  firft  fell  on  the  means  of  making  ufe  of 
negroes  to  cultivate  the  lands  of  America.  Spain 
whofe  manner  of  feeing  things  has  undergone  more 
than  one  revolution,  in  matters  of  administration, 
iince  thirty  years,  has,  indeed,  felt  the  importance 
of  making  her  colonies  nourifh,  but  thefe  notions  at 
laft  given  by  the  example  of  other  nations,  have  found 
in  this  example  itfelf  an  obftacle,  and  one  almoft  in- 
furmountable ;  becaufe  fuch  is  the  effect  of  competi- 
tion to  him  who  comes  laft  into  a  commerce  already 
engrafted  by  his  rivals.  Befides  the  Spanifh  govern- 
ment has  fuch  an  immenfe  furface  to  fertilize,  that 
however  great  its  means  may  be,  they  become  almoft 
of  no  ufe  to  the  feparate  parts,  to  each  colony. 

A  ftriking  proof  of  this  was  feen  in  the  little  utility 
of  the  law  of  1 2th  A  prill  7  86,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  colony  of  S.  Domingo.  Here  we  fee  that,  to 
accomplifh  a  demand  made  by  this  colony  in  1767, 
the  king  of  Spain  declares,  that  the  importation  of 


Spam/h  Part  of  St.  Domingo.  157 

negroes  fhall  be  free  and  exempt  from  all  duties,  when 
employed  in  cultivation,  as  alfo  the  exportation  of  the 
metals  or  produce,  received  for  them.  It  promifes  to 
caufe  fifteen  hundred  to  be  diftributed  to  proprietors 
of  land,  to  be  paid  for  in  two  years.  Domeftic  negroes" 
are  fubjected  to  a  tax,  in  order  to  induce  their  owners' 
to  employ  them  in  cultivation,  and  this  tax  forms  a 
fund  for  rewards  to  thofe  who  import  negroes.  Free- 
dom from  taxes  is  extended  to  agricultural  tools  and 
uftenfils,  as  alfo  to  thofe  of  manufactures,  to  exported 
tafia.  All  the  new  fettkments  are  exempted  from 
tithes  for  ten  years. 

The  fame  law,  extending  to  other  objects  of  colo- 
nial management,  prefcribes    the    forming  a  code, 
the  double  object  of  which  is  to  be,  to  unite  the  good 
ufage  and  protection  of  the  (lave,  with  the   preferva- 
tion  of  the  property,  authority,  and  power  of  the  mas- 
ter.    The  prefident,  the  royal-court,  thejuftices,  the 
municipal    bodies,  the  royal   officers,   and  deputies 
from  the  cultivators  and  landed  proprietors  are  called 
together  to  afiift  in  forming  this  plan,  at  which  time 
they  are  recommended  to  keep  in  fight,  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  king  of  France  of  3rd  December  1784, 
not  only  as  to  what  concerns   the  negroes,  but  as  to 
other  points  eiTential  to  the  profperity  of  the  colonies. 
After  this   pompous  eulogium  of  a  law  which  has 
excited  difcontent  only  in  the  French  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, this  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking  prefcribes, 
befides,  that  the  fame  affembly,  fnall  deliberate  on 
the  beft  means  of  collecting  fettlements,  of  attaching 
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to  the  foil,  thofe  perfons  whofe  vagabond  wandering 
life  is  a  fcourge  to  the  country,  Finally,  and  this 
paffage  is  very  remarkable,  the  12th  article  of  the  law- 
bears,  that  the  cattle  being  the  only  Jubfiftence  which  has, 
hitherto,  maintained  the  inhabitants,  by  means  of  their 
commerce  with  the  French  part,  his  majefty  fuppreffes 
the  tributes,  as  the  flaughter-houfes  ought  to  be  fup- 
plied  either  by  the  graziers,  or  by  thofe  who  deal  in 
cattle,  and  who  fhall  oblige  themfelves,  by  an  enga- 
gement with  the  public,  to  provide  them  at  a  reafon- 
able  rate,  without  the  impofition  of  any  duty  or  tax 
whatever,  in  order  to  make  the  effect  fall  finally  on 
the  confumer,  to  the  eafe  of  whom  and  of  the  troops 
the  king's  wifh  is-  to  keep  invariably  to  twenty  quar- 
tans (*)  (about  fix  pence  fterling)  for  five  pounds  of 
meat.  But  if  it  mould  be  found  abfolutely  indifpen- 
fable  to  adopt  the  tributes  again,  the  fchedule  orders 
them  to  be  affixed  fo  that  every  five  pounds  of  meat 
fnall  be  at  forty  two  quartans,  that  every  head  of  cat- 
tle may  produce  to  the  fumifher  the  fame  amount  as 
if  fold  in  the  city  of  Santo-Domingo,  and  that  they 
fhall  be  at  the  fame  rate  compenfated  for  the  lofTes 
they  may  meet  with  on  the  road,  whether  from  ffxays 
or  deaths.     Here  I  muft  copy  trie  law  : 

„  And  with  refpect  to  the  excluilve  fales  that  the 
„  graziers  mould  be  obliged  to  make  to  the  two 
„  French  commuTaries,  and  as  it  is  indifpenfahle  to 
?,  Jhelter them  from  the  terms  that  thofe  fir -anger s  iviJJj 

(  * )  1 70  quartans  make  a  dollar. 
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„  to  diftate  to  tbem,  and  which  is  contrary  to  my  royal 
„  intention;  as  the  profit  of  the  proprietors  of  cattle 
„  depends  on  the  competition  of  buyers,  I  order  that 
„  the  arrangements  and  conventions,  made  by  the 
„  governor  of  this  ifland  and  the  French  comman- 
„  dant,  mall  be  repealed  by  orders  for  holding  public 
„  fairs,  at  fixed  times,  where  all  perfons,  without 
„  limitation  of  numbers,  may  repair,  the  governor 
„  fettling  the  tithes,  always  having  attention  to  the 
„  abundance  of  the  propagation  and  the  quantity  of 
„  cattle  each  proprietor  may  bring  to  the  fair;  taking 
„  care  befides,  that  the  fale  mall  be  for  negroes,  uten- 
„  fils  or  money,  in  prefence  of  the  commandants  or 
„  Spanilh  judges,  in  order  to  avoid  every  fraudulent 
j,  and  clandeftine  conveyance  of  cattle  to  the  French 
„  part ;  and  I  recommend  to  you  governor  and  royal- 
„  officers  great  vigilence  as  to  this  point,  and  to  be 
„  ftrift  in  feeing  that  there  mall  be  no  preference 
„  given,  and  that  no  ground  of  fufpicion  fhall  be  left 
„  with  regard  to  injurious  fleps  taken  by  the  two 
,,  French  commifiaries,, . 

Thus  it  is  not  enough  for  the  French  part  to  be  in 
a  fort  of  dependence  on  the  Spaniih  part  for  an  article 
of  the  very  firft  necefiity,  it  mult  befides  appear  that 
it  imperioufly  dictate  the  law  to  thofe  from  whom  it 
receives  this  necefTary  article;  fo  that,  anyone  totally 
ignorant  of  the  particulars  of  which  I  treat,  would 
believe,  that  the  French  held  their  neighbours  in  the 
mofl  fervile  fubjeetion;  fo  eafy  is  it  to  give  to  a  go- 
vernment at  two  thoufand  miles  diftance  opinions  the 
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moft  abfurd  and  falfe.  But  the  chiefs  of  the  Spanifh 
colony  have  themfelves  criticifed  the  motives  of  this 
part  of  the  ordinance,  fince  the  fairs  are  yet  to  have 
their  birth,  and  according  to  what  I  have  faid  of  the 
advertifement  of  1789,  the  French  purchafe  of  thofe 
who  have  cattle  to  fell,  without  being  expofed  to  con- 
tinual vexations  as  formerly,  by  the  means  of  two 
commifiioners  whom  the  fuppreflion  of  the  flaughter- 
houfes's  farm  in  the  French  has  rendered  ufelefs.. 

The  ordinance  of  1786  had  no  better  fnccefs,  as  to 
the  increafe  of  cultivation.  Indeed,  how  mould  the 
Spaniards  of  this  iiland  obtain  negroes,  when  they 
have  for  competitors  all  the  colonifts  ofthe.iflands  of 
other  nations  ?  Thefe  are  much  more  able  to  make 
fuch  facriflces;  their  profit  foon  compenfate  them. 
Not  that  the  Spanifh  colonies,  particularly,  that  of 
Cuba,  have  not  obtained  fome  few  negroes,  almoft  al- 
ways the  refufe  of  the  Englilh  cargoes  -,  but,  flill  that  of 
St.  Domingo  would  be  one  of  the  laft  to  receive  them, 
becaufe  it  has  fcanty  means  of  purchafing,  and  its 
exiftence,  depending  on  the  hattes  and  home  fale  of 
the  cattle,  attracts  no  exterior  commerce;  becaufe  the 
inhabitant,  who  is  obliged  to  fmuggle  the  greateft 
part  of  the  things  moft  neceflary  to  him  ,  confines  all 
his  defires  to  thefe  things,  and  he  rauft  long  have  the 
means  offered  him  of  multiplying  them,  before  his 
inclination  to  (loath  would  permit  him  to  purfue  them 
with  the  neceflary  ardour. 

If  there  remained  any  doubt  in  this  refpecl:,  what 
argument  more  convincing  could  be  given  of  the  inu- 
tility 
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tility  of  the  fchedule  of  12th  April  1786,  than  the 
exiitence  ofthatofsSth  February  1789,  which  grants 
full  liberty  to  trade  in  negroes  in  certain  ports  of  St. 
Domingo,  Cuba,  Porto-Rico,  and  in  the  province  of 
Caraca,  as  well  for  foreigners  as  for  the  Spaniards 
themfelves,  with  the  exemption  of  all  duties  during 
two  years,  reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  fchedules 
being  publiihed  in  the  feveral  places.  It  infifts  that 
of  the  imported  negroes,  there  ihall  be  two  thirds 
male  and  the  reft  female  j  which,by-the-by,  appears 
very  fingular,  when  compared  with  the  religious 
notions  of  the  Spaniards,  whofe  laws  prefcribe,  that 
the  flaves  mould  bt  excited  to  marriage.  Foreigners 
muft  pay  a  duty  on  the  exports  of  the  money  or  pro- 
duce acquired  in  exchange  for  negroes,  and  thofe  Spa- 
niards who  bring  negroes  for  themfelves,  can  claim 
a  premium  of  four  dollars  each  negro. 

The  better  to  encourage  cultivation,  this  law  im- 
pofes  two  dollars  annually,  as  a  capitation,  on  every 
negro  not  employed  in  it.  There  is,  further,  a  per- 
fon  appointed  by  the  minifter  of  die  Indies  to  infpect 
the  negroes  at  their  arrival,  and  verify  if  they  are  a  of 
good  quality.  So  early  as  1784,  Spain  had  fallen 
from  twenty  one  to  five  per  cent,  the  duties  impofed 
on  cattle  leaving  fome  of  its  colonies,  on  condition 
that  the  product  mould  be  brought  back  in  negroes, 
and  the  effeft  did  not  anfwer  the  expectation. 

Thefe  vain  attempts  are  by  no  means  calculated  to 
accomplifh  the  hopes  of  Valverde,  who  imagined  yet 
in  -i 7 8 5,  the  moment-  when- the  French  /Lading  <au 

Vol,    IL  X 
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more  Cattle,  becaufe  the  Spanifh  colony  would  have 
its  cultivators  to  feed,  would  be  obliged  to  abandon 
part  of  their  eftablifhments,  to  form  hattes  and  attend  to 
their  own  fubfiftence.  Whatever  he  -  might  things,  this 
cattle  trade  is,  and  long  will  be,  to  repeat  his  words 
again,  the  only  fupport  of  his  country,  and  even 
fhould  this  manner  of  fupply  fail,  the  French  part 
would  find,  without  facrificing  its  rich  manufactures, 
land  enough  fit  for  the  railing  of  cattle,  which,  it  is. 
very  happy  for  the  Spaniards,  at  prefent  attracts  but 
little  attention. 

And,  betides,  why  this  envy  and  hatred  againft  a 
nation,  becaufe  more  induftrious  than  his  own  ? 
When  the  firft  French  fettled  at  St.  Domingo,  though 
the  Spanifn  colony  had  already  funk  prodigioufly  from . 
its  primitive  fplendor,  it  was,  however,  very  much 
fuperior  to  the  miferable  attempts  of  the  Adventurers ; 
but  thefe  perfevered,  and  if  they  furpaffed  their  neigh- 
bours, their  fuccefs  is  no  crime,  and  if  their  fuccef- 
fors  are  become  inimitable,  the  reproach  of  thofe  who 
cannot  imitate  them  is  at  once  awkward  and  unjuft. 

I  have  fo  often  faid,  the  treafure  of  the  Spanifh  part 
lies  in  its  hattes,  that  the  reader  may  have  a  curiofity 
to  know  the  number  of  cattle  Vney  contain.  I  have 
a  table  of  tithes  on  cattle,  for  1760,  and  one  for  1780, 
extracted  from  the  regifler  of  the  treafury  of  Saint- 
Domingo,  with  the  price  at  which  thofe  tithes  were 
farmed.  Thefe  tables  with  ferve  to  make  known  the 
ftate  of  the  hattes  at  thefe  two  epochs,  and  the  advan- 
cement of  the  interval.    Though  I  write  thirteen  years 
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after  the  laft  epoch,  there  can  have  been  little  aug- 
mentation fmce,  becaufe  in  this  year  even  there  was 
a  very  afflicting  and  deftructive  drought ;  and  becaufe 
the  fupply  of  the  years  1780,  1781,  1782  and  1783, 
was  confiderable,  on  account  of  the  circumftances 
which  feveral  times  affembled  at  the  Cape  the  fortes 
by  land  and  fea. 


j  760 


1780 


Juridi&ions. 

Amount 
Tithes,     in  dollar 

Tithes. 

Amount 
in  dollars. 

Ssint-Yagq. 

500 

2,400 

650 

7,000 

La  Vega  and  Cotuy. 

200 

r,6oo 

400 

7,600 

Hinche    and  St-Raphael. 

35° 

2,200 

6-00 

8,050 

Banique  and  St-John. 

- 

45° 

3,400 

650 

7>°°« 

1,500   Head. 

9,600 

2,300   Head. 

29,650 

Here  we  fee  that,  in  1760,  the  number  of  cattle 
confidered  as  ftock,  was  fifteen  thoufand  (fifteen  hun- 
dred of  which  were  tithe);  but  this  table  contains  only 
the  diftri&s  which  furnifhed  cattle  to  the  French  part; 
ten  thouiand  head  more  may  be  added  for  the  reft  of 
the  ifland,  which  makes  a  total  of  twenty  five  thou- 
fand. 

We  know  that  the  number  left  for  breeding  is  the 
third  of  the  total,  not  including  the  wild  cattle  ;  but 
this  rate  is  furely  below  the  reality,  nor  can  it  be  look- 
ed upon  as  more  than  a  fifth  -,  this  would  then  be,  a 
hundred  and  twenty  five  thoufand  head  of  cattle  for 
this  epoch. 

X  2 
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In  17-80,  we  find  after  the  fame  calculation,  a  bree- 
ding ftock  of  twenty  three  thoufand  head,  in  the  three 
diftricls  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French  part, 
and  in  putting  it  at  forty  thoufand  for  all  the  colony,  it 
would  give  a  total  of  two  hundred  thoufand  head,  and, 
confequently,  an  augmentation  of  feventy  five  thoufand 
in  twenty  years. 

The  number  of  two  hundred  head  of  cattle,  is  in- 
deed, that  of  the  general  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  the 
prefident  in  1780,  and  if  we  count  the  cattle  exemp- 
ted from  the  tribute }  we  might,  perhaps,  raife  this 
number  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand;  without 
comprehending  horfes,  mules  and  afTes,  which,  with 
an  augmentation  eftimated  fince  1780,  would  make  a 
ftock  of  three  hundred  thoufand  head  and  an  annual 
production  of  fixty  thoufand.  Let  us  now  fuppofe, 
that  a  fifth  of  the  young  ones  perifh  accidentally, 
there  ftill  remains  forty  eight  thoufand. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  very  luckly  to  have  .a 
neighbour  ready  to  buy  more  than  one  half,  if  he  was 
fuffered  to  trade  freely  by  thofe  who  ftand  in  need  of 
his  cuftom.  The  fale  and  confumption  of  the  Spanifti 
part  would  not  equal  the  increafe  ;  and,  indeed,  were 
there  a  balance  between  the  two,  it  is  ridiculous,  at 
lead,  to  conjure  up  vain  terrors,  and  to  talk  continu- 
ally of  the  ftripping  of  the  hattes,  which  need  fear 
nothing  but  the  caufes  I  have  elfwhere  defcribed. 

Once  more,  then,  why  beat  oncehautghy  and  poor? 
Why  wifh  to  appear  to  confer  favours  in  felling  at  a 
good  market  what  is  really  fnperfluous?  Becaufe  the 
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fugar  plantations  of  the  little  ifland  of  Limonade  only 
are  more  productive  than  the  whole  Spanifh  colony, 
is  it  neceflary  to  talk  as  if  the  French  part  owed  i^s 
exiftence  to  the  Spaniards  ?  The  benefactor  gives ;  the 
feller  has  himfelf  wants  to  fatisfy,  and  has  no  right, 
after  having  received  the  price  of  his  merchandife, 
to  boail  of  a  pretended  generofity. 

But,  by  a  fatality  caufed  by  the  riches  of  one  of  the 
colonies  and  the  poverty  of  the  other,  all  their  rela- 
tions are  fo  many  fubjects  of  animofity^  I  have  al- 
ready ipoken  of  two  principal  ones ;  the  boundary- 
line  and  the  fupply  of  cattle.  This  boundary-line 
requires,  an  agent  under  the  title  of,  infpefior  of  the 
frontiers,  whofe  only  employment  is  to  attend  to  the 
prefervation  and  repair  of  the  pyramids  on  the  line. 

I  have  ftill  to  fpeak  of  two  articles;  the  one  provides 
for  the  reftitution  of  criminals  and  deferters,  and  the 
pther  for  that  of  fugitive  negroes. 

Since  1695,  the  epoch  of  the  eftablifhment  of  de- 
tached companies  of  marines,  the  French  colony  has 
had  a  garrifon,  and  confequently  deferters.  Few  in 
number  at  firft,  but  augmenting  with  the  troops.  The 
proximity  of  the  Spanifh  part  and  the  convenience  of 
remaining  there  almoft  unknown,  made  it  the  retreat 
of  men  whofe  love  of  change,  and  even  a  fort  of 
moral  inquietude,  lead  them  to  quit  the  corps  where 
they  have  engaged  to  follow  military  fervice. 

The  firft  act  of  the  court  of  Spain,  relative  to  thefe 
deferters,  was  a  fchedule'of  the  3rd  June  1703,  or- 
dering all  the  governors  to  fend  them  back  to  the 
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French  commandants  j  but  this  was  not  to  extend  to 
Frenchmen  out  of  the  fervice.  Another  fchedule  of 
20th  October  17 14,  renewed  thefe  regulations,  and 
rendered  them  reciprocal  as  to  the  Spanifh  deferters, 
with  this  promife,  that  deferters  given  up  on  both 
fides,  mould  not,  in  any  cafe,  be  put  to  death,  fent  to  the 
galleys,  or  to  perpetual  imprifonment ;  an  ordinance 
of  the  king  of  France  of  13th  November  17 14, 
acccepted  of  thefe  conditions. 

As  the  Spanifh  prefident  did  not  conform  himfelf 
thereto,  a  fchedule  of  13th  Auguft  1722,  renewed 
them.  The  fubject  was  again  agitated  in  1729, 
between  Mr.  de  Nolivos,  the  envoy  of  Mr.  de  la 
Rochalar,  and  Don  Gonzalez  Fernandez  de  Oviedo, 
envoy  of  the  prefident  la  Rocheferrer,  who  held 
their  conferences  at  Mirebalais.  In  fpite  of  this,  the 
marquis  of  \a  Grandara  Real,  afterwards  refufed  to 
adhere  to  them  >  but,  on  the  complaints  of  Mr.  de 
Larnage  and  the  reprefentations  of  the  French  court 
a  letter  of  the  king  of  Spain  of  22nd  March  1742,- 
to  the  prefident,  blamed  his  conduct  in  this  refpect. 

Then  it  was  that  the  Spaniards  claimed  the  twenty 
dollars  granted  by  the  king  of  France  for  every  de- 
ferter  brought  from  foreign  countries,  and  there  was 
an  order  from  the  French  adminiflrators,  of  nth 
r  1743,  for  paying  them  this  faun  It  was,  befides, 
neceffary  to  agree  on  the  manner  in  which  the  French 
deferters  fhould  be  conducted  from  the  place  of  their 
apprehenfion,  and  on  the  reimburfement  of  expences, 
which  induced  Mr.  de  Larnage  to  fend  the  chevalier 
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de  Chaftenoye,  captain  of  a  detached  company  of 
marines,  to  Santo  -  Domingo,  die  30th  December 
1743,  to  fettle  thefe  points  with  the  prefident. 

The  refult  of  their  conference  was  a  treaty  in  1744, 
in  which  it  was  agreed  :    i°.  On  the  word  of  honour 
of  the  two  governors  reciprocally,  the  deferters  of  the 
two  nations,    mould  not  be  punifhed   with  death,  lols 
of  limb,  the  galleys,  flogging,  or   perpetual  imprifon- 
ment.     iQ .  That   the  expences  of  conducting  them 
ihould  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  a  dollar  a  day  for  each 
conducter  and  each  horfe,  the  day's  journey  be  ava- 
raged  at  fix  leagues.     30.  That   the  deferters  ihould 
be  given  up,  in  the  northern  part,   at   Daxabon,  and, 
in  the  South,  at  Angoftura  (St.  Raphael).     4Q.  That 
the  food  of  each  deferter  Ihould  be  paid  for  at  the 
rate  of  a  quarter  dollar  a  day.  50.  That  there  Ihould 
be  allowed  two  conductors  for  every  fingle  deferter  ; 
three  for  two;  three,  four,  or  five  for  three,  &c.     6° 
That  the  Spanifh  Juftices   or  French  commandants, 
fhould  certify  in  writing  the  fpot  where   the  deierter 
Ihould  be  taken  up.     70.  That   at   the  time  of  the 
defertion,   information  Ihould   be   immediately  fent, 
accompanied  with   the   proper   defcriptions,   to  the 
commandants   on   the   frontiers.     8P.    Finally,   that 
every  deferter,  guilty  of  another  crime  admitting  of 
death  or  fome  other  capital    puniihment,   as    well 
as  every  other  criminal  guilty  of  fuch  crime,  mould 
be  delivered  up  to  the  nation  in  which  he  fhoud  take 
fhelter. 

In  another  treaty  made  between  Mr.  de  Fontenelle 
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and  Don  Ignace  Caro  de  Oviedo,  the  21 ft  July  1762, 
it  was  agreed,  that  the  deferters  of  the  two  nations, 
enlifted,  fhould  be  delivered  up  at  the  firft  polls  on 
the  frontiers,  with  a  promife  that  no  other  pain  fhould 
be  inflicted,  than  that  of  imprifonment  or  hard  labour 
on  the  public  works,  'till  they  fhould  have  defrayed,  by 
the  ftoppage  of  their  pay,  the  expences  attending  their 
defertionj  and,  if  taken  up  in  the  interior,  the  conduc- 
tor to  the  frontiers  was  to  be  paid  a  dollar  a  day,  and 
as  much  for  his  horfe,  on  condition  that  there  fhould 
be  but  one  conductor  for  two  deferters. 

The  treaty  of  Mr.  d'Ornano,  of  2  2d  March  17643 
ftipulates  nothing  but  the  full  execution  of  that  of  1 762, 
which  again  took  place  in  that  of  Mr.  de  la  Valiiere 
of  nth  December  1766,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  de  Vin- 
cent of  4th  June  1770.  But,  what  has  abfolutely  fi- 
xed the  conventions  in  this  refpect,  is,  the  definitive 
treaty  of  police  between  the  two  courts,  figned  at 
Aranjuezthe  3rd  June  1777,  byMeffrs.  d'Qffun  and 
de  Florida  Blanca.  It  ftipulates,  that  the  deferters 
from  the  troops  and  mips  of  the  two  nations,  fhall  be 
faithfully  delivered  upon  the  claim  of  the  officers 
ordered  to  make  it.  For  one,  two,  three,  or  four 
deferters,  two  horfes  men  of  the  marfhalfea  or  two 
lancers  are  to  be  furnifhed;  and  beyond  this  number, 
one  conductor  more  for  two  deferters.  Every  con- 
ductor to  be  paid  five  eights  of  a  dollar  per  day,  the 
fame  for  his  horfe,  and  the  food  of  the  deferter  the 
eighth  of  a  dollar;  fix  leagues  allowed  for  a  day's  jour- 
ney. 

The 
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The  reader  mult  have  obferved,  in  what  I  have 
juft  faid  relative  to  deferters,  that  the  court  of  Spain, 
has  ever  been  tenacious  of  the  right  of  afylum,  and 
that  by  the.  firfb  fchedule  of  1703,  no  other  perfons 
than  foldiers  were  to  be  given  up,  which  is  repeated 
in  that  of  1714.  But  this  facred  right,  when  reftricted 
within  juft  limits,  was  moderated  by  the  treaty  of  Mr. 
de  Fontenelle  in  1762,  where  it  was  agreed  that 
criminals  to  be  given  up  reciprocally,  when  deman- 
ded by  the  chief  of  either  government,  with  an  affidavit 
fecurity  that  they  mould  be  condemned  to  fuffer  no 
heavier  penalty  than  that  of  banimment,  and  the  civil 
reparation  of  damages.  Finally,  the  common  right, 
in  this  regard,  is  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  the  two  courts 
ofjrdjune  1777,  which  contains  an  article  in  thefe 
terms. 

fC  Other  delinquents  mall  be  reciprocally  furrehde- 
<c  red  to  the  government  who  mall  demand  them, 
"  under  an  affidavit  fecurity,  that  they  mall  fuffer 
"  neither  death  nor  mutilation,  but  at  moft  that  of  the 
"  galleys  or  the  pre/ide-,  unlefs  they  fhall  have  com- 
"  mitted  atrocious  crimes,  fuch  as  leze-majefty,  and 
"  others  excepted  by  the  treaties  and  by  the  general 
"  confent  of  all  nations  ,,. 

There  have  been  fome  examples  of  the  exercife  of 
the  power  of  demanding  the  giving  up  of  a  criminal, 
but  they  have  been  extremely  rare,  and  it  is  eafy  to 
be  convinced  of  this  by  palling  through  the  Spanifh. 
colony.     Perhaps  it  v/ould  have  been  better  even  if 

it  had  never  been  made  ufe  of  it. 

'  Vol.  II.  Y 
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We  now  come  to  the  other  deferters;  I  mean  the 
negroes  who  indeed  by  their  well-known  love  of  idle- 
nefs,  and  knowing  that  the  Spaniards  receive  and  treat 
them  favourably,  defert  into  their  territory.  There 
are  alfo  Spanifh  negroes  who  defert  to  their  neigh- 
bours; but  this  is  rare,  and  they  feem  to  be  led  by 
extreme  curiofity  rather  than  any  other  motive,  if, 
indeed,  it  be  not  to  fhelter  themfelves  from  the  pe- 
nalty due  to  afTaffination.  The  conventions  for  the 
giving  up  of  negro  fugitives  are  reciprocal.  In  what 
I  have  to  relate  on  this  fubject,  I  fhall  not  forget  the 
rigid  law  which  truth  impofes  on  a  writer,  even  when 
he  ought  reveal  things  that  may  difpleafe. 

The  French  colony  had  no  fooner  negro  flaves 
than  it  had  deferters,  or,  to  ufe  the  creol  word,  ma- 
roons. The  contiguoufnefs  of  the  Spanifh  territory^, 
the  facility  of  remaining  there  unknown  for  a  long 
time,  that  of  finding  fubfiftence  which  is  always 
enough  for  a  negro,  that  is  to  fay,  the  lead  on  which 
man  can  poffibly  exift,  the  hope  of  living  independent, 
or,  at  lead,  to  partake  of  the  indolence  of  the  Spa- 
niards, all  have  concurred  in  tempting  the  French 
negroes  to  defert  to  the  other  colony 

This  inconvenience,  which  might  have  the  mofl 
fatal  confe que nces,  induced  Mr.  Ducaffe,  the  gover- 
nor, to  agree  with  the  Spanifh.  prefide^t,  at  the  peace 
of  1697,  that  the  French  negroes  mould  be  given  up 
allowing  twenty  five  dollars  for  each  of  them;  but 
this  reflitution,  which  the  Spaniards  were  far  from 
being  eager  to  fulfil,  hardly  ever  taking  place,  the 
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council  of  Leoeane,  ftruck  with  the  numerous  defer- 
tionswhichhad  much  augmented  fmce  the  war,  thought 
it  right  to  order,  on  the  ift  July  1709,  that  the  flaves 
who  had  taken  refuge   in  the  Spaniih  part,  mould  be 
brought  back  by  a  perfon  that  the  count  of  Choifeul, 
the  governor,  mould  appoint  to  feek  for  them,  and  to 
whom  the  matters  mould  pay  half  the  value  of  the  ne- 
gro, unlefs  he  chofe  to  receive  half  the  value  himfelf. 
This  order  produced,  ill  December  17 10,  an  or- 
dinance of  the  adminiftrators,  who  authorized  Mr. 
Beauilan  of  Petit-Bois,  formerly  director  of  the  Affi- 
ento-Company  in  the  city  of  Santo-Domingo,  and 
then  farmer  of  the    factory  of  that  company  at  the 
fame  place,  to  caufe  the  French  fugitive  negroes  to 
be  arreiled,  in  paying  the   twenty  five  dollars  for  ta- 
king up,  and  even  to  fue,  in  the  tribunals,  fuch  Spa- 
niards as  fhould  have  taken  them  for  their  own  ufe,  or 
given  them  their  liberty  $  with  apromife  to  caufe  him 
to  be  reimburied  his  expences,  according  to  the  fla- 
t^ments  he  mould  fend. 

On  the  2nd  Februar-y  17 11,  the  king  of  France 
decided  that  the  Council  of  Leogane  had  out-ftret- 
ched  its  power,  and  he  annulled  their  order  of  1  ft  July 
1709;  but  he  added,  thatevery  proprietor  fhould 
caufe  his  own  (laves  to  be  demanded  and  fought  after3 
in  the  Spanim  part,  as  he  might  judge  proper,  which 
was  faying  neither  more  nor  lefs  than,  that  they  mould 
not  be  fought  after  at  all.  The  prefidentMorfy,  ta- 
king advantage  of  thedifagreement  among  the  French, 
thought  proper,  to  augment  the   population  of  the 
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colony  he  governed,  to  favour  the  French  negroes 
already  in  it.  This  bold  ftep  was  blamed  by  the  fche- 
dule  of*20th  October  17 14,  as  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations  and  the  friend/hip  of  the  two  courts,  and  the 
negroes  were  ordered  to  be  given  up,  not  only  for 
that  time  but  for  the  future,  with  an  injunction  on  the 
prefident  and  the  royal-court  to  attend  to  the  fame, 
on  condition,  however,  that  diefe  blacks  mould,  like 
the  white  deferters,  be  protected  from  the  penalty  of 
death,  the  galleys  and  perpetual  imprifonment. 

A  copy  of  this  fchedule,  fent  by  the  minifter  to  the 
adminiftrators  of  the  colony,  was  remitted  by  them  to 
Mr.  Dubois,  colonel  commandant  of  Cul  -  ie-Sacj 
whom  they  authorized  to  claim  the  negroes,  faid  to 
be  freed  by  the  prefident  Morfy,  but  who  had  really 
been  freed  during  the  interim  anterior  to  his  arrival, 
and  to  concert  on  the  means  necefiary  to  drive  the 
negroes  of  the  two  nations  from  the  qanton  of  the 
Beate,  or  rather  of  Bahoruco,  towards  the  heights  of 
Petit-Trou,  which,  from  the  end  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  had  ever  been  their  afylum. 

The  zeal  of  Mr.  Dubois,  who  arrived  at  Santo- 
Domingo  the  6th  July  17 15,  had  but  little  fuccefs* 
firft,  becaufe  the  fugitive  negroes  had  been  advertifed' 
of  his  coming,  by  the  Spaniards,  and  becaufe  an  au- 
ditor, a  friend  of  the  prefident  Morfy,  and  the  new 
prefident  Ramirez,  ferved  him  only  in  appearance. 
However,  neither  orders  nor  publications,  that  fee- 
med  to  favour  his  million,  were  fpared;  but  the  fate 
of  the  freed  negroes  was  left  in  fufpence,  till  orders 
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from  the  king  of  Spain  mould  arrive.  As.  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  the  negroes  of  the  Beate,  they  gave  him  orders 
to  carry  to  the  commandant  of  Azua;  however,  that 
purfuit,  under  the  command  of  Mr..  Dubois,- was 
conducted  by  Frenchmen  alone. 

We  have  feen,  that,  with  regard  _to  the  deferters,  a 
third  fchedule  of  the  king  of  Spain  became  neeeffary, 
the  13th  Auguft  1722;  beeaufe,  at'  the  begining  of 
1 72 1,  the  prefident  had  declared  openly,  that  Jie 
v^ould  give  up  no  more,  without  exprefs  orders  from 
his  court.  This  fchedule  alfo  ipoke  of  fugitive  ne- 
groes. The  prefident  Ramirez,  according  to  this  laft, 
wrote  to  the  French  adminiftrators,  that  he  had  caufed 
a  hundred  and  twenty  eight  negroes  to  be  taken  up, 
and  that  they  might  fend  for  them.  In  1723  a  bark 
was  fitted  out  in  confequence.  It  was  the  Trancardine, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Lejeune,  and  Mefsrs  Leftrade  and 
Lagrange  where  charged  with  the  million.  The  bark 
came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Ocoa,  whence  the  two 
agents  went  to  Santo-Domingo.  But,  at  the  mo- 
ment thefe  fugitives  were  conducting  towards,  the 
bark,  the  Spaniards  oppofed  the  efcort  by  open  force, 
and  gave  arms  to  the  fugitives,  maintaining  that  they 
were  free  ;  and  Meffrs  Leftrade  and  Lagrange  had  a 
narrow  efcape  for  their  lives.  From  this  fact  it  was 
that  arofe  the  fettlement  of  Saint- Laurent  of  the  Mine. 
negroes,  near  the  Spanifh  capital.  The  expences  of 
this  voyage,  rendered  ufelefs  by  a  revolt,  which  was  not 
without  doubt  the  effect  of  hazard,  were  demanded 
from  the  court  of  Spain. 
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The  difficulties  of  this  claim  renewing  continually, 
Mr.  de  Larnage  propofed,  in  1738,  %o  the  Spanifh 
prefident,  to  keep  upon  the  frontiers  certain  agents, 
who,  in  each  diflricl:,  might  receive  the  maroon  ne- 
groes and  pay  the  twenty-five  dollars  capture-money. 
And,  convinced  that  the  difficulties  would  revive  as 
long  as  there  was  no  perfon  officially  refiding  at  St. 
Domingo  to  attend  to  the  object,  he  opened  this  pro- 
pofai  alfo  to  the  Spanifh  chief,  authorized  by  a  letter 
written  to  MeiTrs.  Fayet  and  la  Chapelle  in  1736,  by 
the  mmifter,  who  had  alfo  perceived  the  wifdom  of 
the  plan.  The  firrt  propofal  experienced  no  objec- 
tion, but  as  to  the  fecond  Mr.  Larnage  was  referred 
to  the  court  of  Madrid,  which  gave  no  anfwer  at  all 
to  it. 

To  fupply",  as  much  as  pofiible,  the  want  of  fuch  a 
refident,  the  admin iftrators  named,  the  12th  October 
175ijMr.de  Bremond,  commandant  of  the  militia 
of  Mirebalais,  who  had  made  arrangements  with  Don 
Miguel  Montero,  an  inhabitant  of  Santo-Domingo, 
to  claim  from  the  Spanifh  prefident  the  fugitive 
French  negroes.  Mr.  Bremond  was  allowed  three' 
hundred  livres,  colonial  money,  for  every  negroe 
brought  back ,  and  further,  the  third  of  thofe  which 
remained  in  cuftody,  and  two  hundred  livres  for  each 
of  thofe  forming  the  remaining  two  thirds,  not  inclu- 
ding the  jail  expences  j  and  he  was  authorized  to  take 
with  him  into  the  Spanifh  part,  an  officer  whom  he 
ihould  choofe  from  thofe  of  the  militia  of  Mirebalais, 
and  as  many  archers  of  the  marfhalfea  as  he  ihould 
judge  neceffary,  at  his  ov,-n  expence. 
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By  the  treaty  of  Mr.  Fontenelle,  in  ,1762s,  the 
anterior  conventions,  made  with  the  Spanifh  preli- 
dents,  were  ratified,  and  it  was  added,  that  the  ne- 
groes who,  mould  have  fled  from  Juftice,  could  be 
made  to  fufFer  only  the  penalty  of  exile  or  banifh- 
ment;  that  thofc  who  mould  be  married  mould  remain 
with  the  nation  in  whofe  territory  the  marriage  mould 
be  contracted,  in  paying  the  value  of  the  (lave,  who. 
in  that  cafe  mould  be  valued  by  a  Frenchman  and  a 
Spaniard,  having  for  under  arbitrator,  the  perfon  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  claim ;  and  this  was  equally  to 
take  place  with  refpect  to  the  children,  who  belong, 
according  to  the  laws,  to  the  matter  of  the  mother. 

It  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  in  answer  to  a  letter 
of  the  Spanifh  prefident  of  1 8th  October  1760,  the 
king  of  Spain,  by  a  fchedule  of  the  21ft  October 
1764,  fays,  that  this  prefident  has  made  known,  that 
the  ill-treatment  the  French  (laves  receive  from  their 
mailers,  is  the  caufe  offo  much  defertion,  and  that 
the  French  have  violated  their  promife  not  to  punifh 
thofe  who  are  given  up;  that  the  cuftom  is  to  leave  the 
negroes  provisionally  to  the  care  of  the  Spaniards  whp 
take  them  up,  but  thai  their  tafiefor  independence  leads 
them  to  quit  thefe  guardians,  and  to  draggle  about 
the  ifland,  where  they  live  like  vagabonds  ■,  that  there 
are  many  of  this  defcription  not  yet  claimed,  and  that, 
in  confequence,  it  would  be  right  to  fell  them  for  the 
profit  of  his  catholic  majeity,  following  the  cuftom  of 
the  French  colony. 

But  the  fchedule  prefcribes,  on  the  contrary,  to 
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confider  thefe  negroes  as  free,  and  to  endeavour  to 
induce  them  by  gentle  means  to  form  fettlements, 
taking  always  the  neceffary  precautions,  that  thefe 
fettlements  do  not  endanger  the  public  tranquillity.  It 
is  eafy  to  guefs  that  fuch  orders  as  thefe  did  not  facili- 
tate the  recovery  of  the  French  fugitives.  Neverthelefs, 
in  the  treaty  of  1766,  it  was  agreed  that  the  maroon 
and  ftolen  negroes  fhould  be  given  up,  with  a  fine  of 
fixty  dollars  on  every  one  who  mould  have  in  his  pof- 
fcffion  French  fugitive  negroes  without  having  given 
an  account  of  the  fame  to  thejudge  of  theplace.  It  v^as 
further  agreed  that  a  purfuit  in  common  mould  be 
made  againfl:  the  negroes  fettled  in  the  mountains. 

Other  provifionary-  conventions  between  MefTrs. 
d'Ennery  and  Solano  fixed  on  new  regulations  ;  but  it 
is  the  treaty  of  police  of  3rd  June  1777,  already  cited; 
in  fpeaking  of  the  defer ters,  that  we  mufl  apply  to  for 
regulations  concerning  the  fugitive  negroes. 

In. this  treaty  it  is  agreed  to  give  them  up,  exaftly 
and  with  good  faith,  as  foon  as  they  are  claimed  by  the 
officer  empowered  fo  to  do.  The  capture-money  is 
fixed  at  twelve  dollars,  befides  the  conductor's  expen- 
ces,  in  all  refpecls  the  fame  as  the  expences  allowed 
for  the  white  deferters.  What  relates  to  married  ne- 
groes and  to  children,  is  conformable  to  the  treaty  of 
17625  but  as  the  facility  of  thefe  marriages  was  a  real 
abufe,  the  treaty  prefcribes  to  the  archbiihop  of  Santo- 
Domingo, -and  to  the  parifli  priefts  of  the  Spanifh 
part,  not  to  give  the  permiffion  neceffary  to  their 
Celebration,  but  upon  full  knowledge  of  the  cafe.  And, 

with 
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with  regard  to  fuch  negroes  as  have  fied  from  juflice, 
they  fhall  be  given  up  on  the  requeft  of  the  governor- 
general  only,  who  fhall  give  his  attefted  fecurity, 
that  thefe  negroes  mall  not  be  punifhed  for  the  offence, 
unlefs  it  be  for  an  atrocious  crime,  or  of  the  fame 
nature  as  thofe  which  are  excepted  by  the  treaties  and 
the  general  confent  of  nations ;  unlefs  it  be  in  fuch. 
cafes,  they  cannot  at  moil  be  done  any  thing  more  to 
than  fold  out  the  country  for  the  profit  of  their  mailers, 
or  be  employed  in  the  public  works.  It  is  befides, 
agreed,  that  the  Spaniih  negroes  fhall  be  excepted 
from  the  French  rule,  which  authorizes  arretted  ne- 
groes to  be  fold  after  a  certain  term  of  detention,  if 
not  claimed  by  their  mafters. 

And  as  the  propagation  of  the  negroes,  retired  to 
the  fleep  mountains,  is  regarded  as,  dangerous  to  the 
general  fafety,  the  treaty  of  1777  fays  be  fides,  that 
.they  fhall  be  purfued  in  common,  that  thofe  that  are 
taken  fhall  be  kept  a  year,  during  which  their  mailers 
may  claim  them,  in  paying  the  price  fixed  by  the 
Spaniih  and  French  commandants,  -and,  after  that 
time,  they  fhall  belong  to  the  nation  that  has  them 
in  porTeffion. 

Such  are  the  four  articles  which  eftablifn  a  conti- 
nual and  reciprocal  relation  between  the  Wo  colonies: 
the  boundaries,  the  fupply  of  cattle,  the  delivery  of 
defer ters  and  criminals,  and  that  of  fugitive  negroes. 
.The  feconcl  of  thefe  articles  has  a  branch  that  concerns 
the  good  police  of  the  two  nations,  which  is  the  care  of 
hindering,  by  the  difficulty  of  the  fales,  the  flealing  of 
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cattle  in  one  from  becoming  ufeful  to  the  thief  in 
the  other.  In  this  view  the  treaty  of  1762  ftipulates 
for  the  nullity  of  fales  if  the  buyer  cannot  prove,  by 
a- certificate  from  the  commandant  of  the  place  nea- 
rer! that  whence  the  feller  comes,  that  the  feller  was 
the.  real  proprietor.  This  regulation,  which  put  an 
end  to  every  pretext,  was  ftrengthened  by  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  of  1777.  This  treaty  extends  the  regu- 
lation even  to  the  fales  of  (laves,  and  even  provides  that 
the  value  mall  be  paid  back  in  cafe  of  death,  agreea- 
bly to  the  fale  price ;  the  cattle  and  (lave  are  both 
given  up  .to  punifhment  reciprocally,  provided  the 
puniihment  do  not  extend  to  death  or  mutilation. 

The  importance  of  thefe  things,  has  at  laft  convin- 
ced the  court  of  Spain  of  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of 
having  a  refident  near  the  governor  or  commandant- 
general  of  each  colony  refpectively,  authorifed  to  claim 
deferters  and  fugitives,  and  to  attend  to  the  execution 
of  the  other  articles  of  police,  or  what  may  be  relative 
to  the  interells  of  his  nations  and  the  tenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  .177.7.  makes  provifion  for  fuch  an  office 
which  has  ever  fince  exifted. 

The  French  refident,  who  is  called  the  commiffary 
with  the.  Spaniards,  is  named  by  the  king  or  by  the 
adminiftrators.  The  firfl  who  was  fent,  the  15th 
January,  1776,  juft  about  the  time  of  provifionary 
convention,  received  an  allowance  of  twenty  four 
dollars  for  each  fugitive  negro  whofe  return  he  effec- 
ted, a  fum  that  was  flopped  by  the  .  receivers  of  the 
ftrays,    guardians  of  thofe  flaves,   when  theirmafters 
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claim  them >  or  from  the  public  fale,  made  in  default 
of  claim.  On  his  fide  the  commiffary  was.  obliged 
to  return,  to  the  treafures  of  the  ftrays,  the  fums  which 
were  paid  him  in  the  Spanifh  part,  according  to. a 
certificate  from  the  Spanifh  prefident,  for  the  negroes 
there  married. 

But  fince  it  has  been  thought,  that  thus  to  join,  this 
officer  to  the  reward  of  his  fervices,  was  to  degrade 
his  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  refided,  he  receives  twelve  thoufand  livres  colonial 
money,  drawn  from  the  funds  formed  by  the  product 
of  the  enfranchifement  of  Haves. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  hear  complaints  more 
general  and  more  unequivocal  than  thofe  continually 
made  to  the  Spaniards  relative  to  the  French  negroes 
that  take  fhelter  in  their  territory.  They  have .  long 
been  repeated,  and  it  is  impoffible  to  anfwer  thern 
with  much  candour  after  what  the  prefident  Morfy 
did  in  17 14,  and  when  we  hear  the  hiftory  of  the  little 
town  of  Saint-Laurent  of  the  Mines.  If  we  were  to 
liften  to  the  perfons  who  are  moil -irritated,  we  fhould 
hear  them  fay,  that  formerly  they  had  at  leaft  fome 
hope  of  feeing  the  return  of  their  maroon  negroes, 
becaufe  their  capture  produced  twenty  dollars,  but 
now,  as  it  products  but  twelve,  a  thoufand  cheats  are 
employed  to  prevent  the  giving  of  them  up;  for  inf- 
tance,  that  of  making  feveral  fucceffive  fales  of  them, 
to  do  away  the  claims,  and  even  to  tranfport  and 
fell  them  into  other  colonies. 

It  wouldbe committing  an  injuftiiiable error  toadopt 
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the  complaints  infpired  by  difcontentment  >  but  to 
believe  that  there  reigns,  in  this  branch  of  the  Spanifti 
police,  the  religious  confcientioufnefs  promifed,  and 
that  the  French  employ  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
of  1777,  and  efpecially  in  what  concerns  the  Healing 
of  cattle,  would  be  to  remain  a  dupe  in  fpite  of  con- 
viction. 

The  commifTary,  to  whofe  eftablifhment  the 
treaty  confents,  does  not  hinder,  in  important  oc- 
casions, or  in  cafe  a  new  choice  is  made  by  the 
goverment,  the  fending  of  a  commiffary,  in  fome  fort, 
•extraordinary,  to  treat  with  the  prefident  on  fome 
important  object:.  The  treaty  may  furnifh  the  fubject 
of  it;  fmce  we  there  read,  article  9,  that  the  two 
nations  ought  to  aid  each  other  with  men,  money, 
ammunition,  and  co.nfider  the  defence  of  the  ifland  as 
in  common.  I  have  faid  that  this  was  done  in  178 1, 
when  the  chevalier  de  la  Riviere  was  fent  to  make 
reprefentations  on  the  difficulty  of  the  fupply  of  cattle, 
in  the  midft  of  thofe  wants  the  war  augmented  and 
multiplied  daily- 
There  is,  befides,  a  third  kind  of  commifTary,  he 
whom  the  divers  governors  authorize,  when  they 
enter  on  their  functions,  to  go  and  compliment,  in 
their  name,  the  governors  in  their  neighbourhood. 
This  cuflom  ferves  to  renew  the  affurance^  which 
the  chiefs  of  the  different  colonies  give  to  one  another 
of  their  defire  to  live  in  perfect  harmony.  Generally 
thefe  occafions  give  an  opportunity  of  fetding  things 
that  inhered  the  divers  nations.     Without  doubt  thefe 
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proteftations  are  not  better  guarantied  than  others; 
by  fincerity,  but  they  are,  however,  of  public  utility. 

As  cuftom  further  requires,  that  the  complimentary- 
envoy  between  the  French  and-  Spanifh  governor, 
fhould  be  confidered  as  fort  of  embaffador,  or  repre- 
Tentative  of  the  governor  by  whom  he  is  fent,  he  recei- 
ves certain  honours,  not,  however"  the  fame  as  are1 
rendered  to  the  governor  in  peffon.  We  have  feen 
thofe  rendered  to  a  prefident,  in  the  journeys  of  th© 
marquis  of  Azelor  and  the  count  of  Solano,  when 
they  came  into  the  French  part,  the  firft  in  1765,  and' 
the  fecond  in   1776.  ' 

The  eve  of  the  prefident's  arrival,  the  Frencli 
governor  fends  him  a  fuperior  officer  to  the  place 
where  he  intends  to  pafs  the  night,  in  the- neigh-? 
bourhood  of  the  town,  to  teftify  to  him  the  fatisfaction 
his  happy  arrival  has  given  him.  Next  morning 
feveral  perfons  of  diftinction  come  in  coaches  to  form. 
the  fuit  of  the  prefident,  who  is  feared  in  the  coaclf 
fent  him  by  the  governor  with  feveral  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers.  Arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,1 
the  prefident  alights,  and  walks,  accompanied  with  the 
commandants  of  corps  and  the  aides-de-camp,  along 
between  the  troops  lining  the  road.  While  he  thus 
is  going  to  the  governor's  houfe,  the  drums  beat  a 
march,  he  is  faluted  by  the  officers  and  the  colours, 
and  the  batteries  fire  a  falute  of  twenty  guns. 

The  governor  receives  him  at  the  firft  door  of 
the  government-houfe,  conducts  him  to  the  drawing 
room,  anfwcrs  to  his  proteftations  of  friendship  by 
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others  of  the  fame  fort,  then  he  leads  him  to  the 
appartments  prepared  for  his  reception  in  the  govern- 
ment houfe,  where  he  finds  a  guard  of  honour,  com- 
pofed  of  a  company,  having  a  captain  at  their  head. 

He  politely  refufes  this  guard,  and  accepts  only  of 
a  fmgle  fentinel  from  the  nearefl  poll.  All  the  mili- 
tary menvifithim  by  corps,  and  the  members  of  the  tri- 
bunals, of  the  adminiftration,  and  of  the  different  cor- 
porations come  fingiy  to  make  him  a  vifit  of  civility. 

The  firft  time  he  goes  to  the  play,  the  governor- 
general  yields  him  all  the  honour  of  it,  and  gives 
him  his  place  in  the  government  box.  Perfonal  at- 
tention always  accompanies  the  ceremonial,  and  the 
conceit  of  the  chief  who  pays  them  confifts  in  mixing 
a  certain  delicacy,  very  becoming  his  own  dignity. 

The  vifit  of  a  preiident  gives  occafion  to  balls  and 
feafts,  and  there  is  not  a  handfomc  Creole  who  is  not 
glad  to  prove,  that  a  Spanifh  prefident  knows  how  to 
appreciate  French  elegance. 

When  he  returns,  he  has  detacnments  of  militia 
cavalry  for  efcorts,  that  in  this,  as  in  every  thing  elfe, 
the  honours  attending  bis  departure  may  equal  thofe 
of  his  arrival.  The  governor-general,  who,  during 
his  flay,  accompanies  him  in  viflting  all  that  he  de- 
fires  to  fee  and  makes  the  troops  exercife  in  his  pre- 
fence,  conducls  him  to  a  certain  diltance,  when  he  de- 
parts for  his  colony,  and  attention  and  refpect  await 
him  to  the  laft  inftant. 

At  Santo-Domingo,  the  French  governor  would 
without  doubt  meet  with  a  reception  analogous  to  that 
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which  I  have  here  defcribed,  and  the  Spanxfr\grandeur 
would  not  fail  to  difplay  itfelf.  But  the  thing  has  never 
happened ;  the  Spanifh  capital  has  never  feen  a  chief 
of  the  French  part.    He  contents  himfelf  with-  fending*" 
hither  fome  one  to  make  his  compliments. 

1  mail  now  give  an  acccount  of  the  reception  of 
Mr.  de  Saxy,  an  officer  of  the  Cape-regiment,  when  he 
went  to  compliment  the  prefident  of  Santo-Domingo, 
Don  Manuel  Gonzales,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  de  la 
Luzerne,  in  the  month  of  May,  1786. 

Mr.  fde  Couitard,  commandant  en  Jecond  of  the 
weftern  part,  had  informed  the  prefident  of  the  choice 
that  had  been  made  of  Mr.  de  Saxy,  in  begging  him 
to  give  orders,  that  this  officer  might  find,  on  the 
road,  all  the  ailiftance  and  conveniencies  he  might 
ftand  in  need  of.  The  prefident  gave  his  orders  accor- 
dingly to  the  commandants  and  the  alcades. 

After  itn  fatiguing  days  journey  from  Port-au- 
Prince,  Mr.  de  Saxy  arrived  in  the  evening  at  the  fort 
of  Saint- Jerome,  whence  he  wrote  to  the  prefident  to 
advertife  him  of  his  arrival,  and  to  afk  him  what  hour 
the  next  day  he  might  appoint  for  receiving  him.  A 
foldier  of  the  guard,  being  before  informed  that  a 
French  envoy  was  expected,  took  the  letter.  An  hour 
after  arrived  two  of  the  prefident's  coaches,  with  the 
major  and  aid-major  of  the  place,  who  delivered  an 
■anfwer  to  Mr.  de  Saxy  (written  in-  Spaniih),  and 
which  contained,  with  fome  compliments  on  his  arri- 
val, an  invitation  to  come  immediately  to  Santo- Do- 
mingo,    Mr.  de  Saxy  accepted  the  offer,  and  went 
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(as  quick  as  the  proceffion  of  the  Rofary,  which  he 
met,  would  permit  him)  to  a  houfe  which  had  been 
prepared  for  him. 

The  next  morning  at  nine,  the  fame  officers  came 
with  two  carriages,  to  conduft  him  to  the  palace.  The 
guards  of  the  fquare  and  of  the  prefident's  door  be- 
fore which  they  parTed,  turned  out  with  prefented 
arms,  the  drums  beating  a  march.  The  governor 
came  to  receive  him  at  the  door  of  the  falloon,  where 
all  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  and  other  perfons  in 
place  were  in  attendance.  The  envoy  complimented 
the  prefident,  congratulated  himfelf  on  being  chofen 
for  the  million,  and  delivered  to  him  the  letters  of 
Mr.  de  la  Luzerne.  After  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  con- 
verfation,  he  took  his  leave,  and  returned  with  the 
fame  honours  to  his  houfe,  where  he  found  a  guard  of 
thirty  men,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant,  who  came  to 
falute  him ;  he  thanked  the  officer  and  refufed  the 
guard.  An  inftant  after  JVIr.  de  Saxy  received  a  villi: 
from  the  prefidentj  accompanied  by  all  the  perfons 
prefent  at  his  introduction.  He  alfo  received  a  vifit 
from  the  royal  court  and  ail  the  other  public  officers. 
Direclly  after  thefe  vifits  Mr.  de  Saxy,  went  with  the 
major  of  the  place  to  return  them.  He  went  to  the 
houfe  of  the  commandant  of  the  battalion,  that  of  the 
.artillery,  of  the  militia,  &c.  to  the  archbifhop's,  the 
.fuperiors  of  the  convents  of  men  as  well  as  women. 
He  went  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  the  principal  ladies 
of  the  city  who  receive  vifits  in  the  morning,  and  who 
never  fail  to   imagine    that  a  French    eye    always 
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expreffes  fomething  agreeably  flattering  at  the  fight  of 
the  fair  fex. 

Mr.  de  Saxy  then  went  to  dine  at  the  government 
houfe  at  a  table  of  fixty  plates.  The  French  king's 
health  was  drink,  that  of  Mr.  de  la  Luzerne,  and  Mr. 
de  Saxy  returned  thefe  by  the  health  of  the  king 
of  Spain  and  that  of  the  prefident,  aided  by  Mr.  de  la 
Vigerie,  the  French  commifTary  refident  at  Santo- 
Domingo.  During  three  weeks  Mr.  de  Saxy  was 
furrounded  with  civilities  and  refpect,  and  he  every 
day  dine  with  the  prefident,  who  always  took  care  to 
have  a  numerous  company  invited.  Every  morning 
at  eight  o'clock  one  of  the  president's  coaches  was  at 
Jiis  door.  He  made  ufe  of  it  in  the  morning  in  his 
vifits,  to  go  to  dinner,  and  in  the  afternoon  for  riding 
out.  After  this  ftay  he  took  his  leave  to  return  to 
Port-au-Prince,  having  firft  paid  his  farewell  vifits. 

In  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  return  of  Mr.  de 
Saxy,  Mr.  Arrata,  a  Spanifh  officer,  on  the  fame 
miffion,  came  to  compliment  Mr.  de  la  Luzerne ; 
the  greaft  exactnefs  was  obferved  in  rendering  him 
the  honours  paid  to  Mr.  de  Saxy  at  Santo-Domingo. 

The  French  envoy  generally  receives  fix  thoufand 
livres,  colonial  money,  for  the  expences  of  his  journey, 
and  out  of  this  fum  he  defrays  his  travelling  expences. 

I  may  now  prefume  that  I  have  acquitted  myfelf 
of  my  promife,  of  making  known  to  the  reader  all  that 
feems  neceffary  to  give  him  a  full  and  jufl  idea  of 
the  Spanifti  colony*    There  are,  without  doubt,  many 
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more  particulars  worthy  of  his  attention,  but  thefe 
will  not  be  forgotten  when,  in  defcribing  the  French 
colony,  I  mall  find  occafions  of  mowing  other  rela- 
tions between  the  natural  productions  of  the  two,  or 
differences  in  the  morals  of  their  inhabitants.' 

I  have  faid  enough  to  enable  any  one  to  form  a 
right  judgment  of  the  extent,  the  fertility  and  num- 
berlefs  advantages  of  this  colony,  which  will  for  ever 
recall  the  idea  of  one  of  the  greateft  events  in  the 
annals  of  the  world.  I  do  not  know  if  it  be  to  my 
being  born  in  America  only  that  I  ought  to  attribute 
this  fentiment  j  but,  it  feems  to  me,  that  we  ought  to 
fee  with  pain,  the  firft  colony  of  the  New  World 
fallen  to  that  fort  of  neglect  in  which  it  has  fo  long 
languifhed. 

This  neglect  it  muft  be  confeffed  is  {till  more  fur- 
prifing,  when  we  look  over  the  French  part,  which, 
with  much  fewer  advantages,  defies  atprefent  all  com- 
parifon. 

And  why  (perhaps  the  reader  will  here  fay)  mould 
not  the  fame  industry  extend  itfelf  over  the  two  colo- 
nies ?  Ought  not  France  hazard  every  thing  to  obtain 
the  pofTeiTion  of  the  whole  of  this  imme nfe  ifland  ? 
Would  not  this  acquifition  be  advantageous  to  her  ? 
Since  this  queftion  prefents  itfelf  Co  naturally,  and 
fince  an  examination  of  it  mull  add  to  what  I  have 
related  of  the  Spaniih  colony,  I  ihall  endeavour  to 
give  it  a  fatisfactory  anfwer. 

The  31ft  March,  1698,  the  minifter  of  the  marine 
wrote  to  the  Marquis  of  Harcourt,  then  French  em- 
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baffador  at  the  court  of  Spain,  that  the  king  would 
like  to  have  the  Spanifh  part  of  S.  Domingo,  and  to 
know  what  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  iatisfa&ory 
equivalent.  .  / 

It  mud  be  remarked,  that  juft  at  this  time,  the  Saint- 
Domingo  Company  was  forming,  to  which  the  fouth- 
ern  part,  from  Cape-Tiburon  to  the  River  Neybe, 
was  ceded  by  the  king,  fix  months  after,  and  that 
very  likely  the  powerful  perfons  interefted  in  that 
Company,  had  calculated  that  the  Spanifh  part  offer- 
ed them  the  greateft  profpe£l  of  fuccefs. 

I  know  not  the  anfwer  of  the  embaiTador,  but  I  do 
not  find  that  the  ceflion  was  again  fpoken  of 'till  the 
month  of  September  1740,  when  it  was  faid  at  St. 
Domingo,  that  France  was  going  to  have  the  whole 
liland,  in  exchange  for  Ifle  of  Corfica. 

This  news,  wrote  Mr.  de  Larnage,  then  governor- 
general  of  the  French  colony,  is  looked  upon  as  bad 
news  by  all  the  inhabitants,  and  I  am  allured  that  in. 
France,  it  is  looked  upon  as  ruinous  to  the  merchants; 
though  there  is  no  doubt,  adds  he,  that  it  would  be 
the  moil  important  and  ufeful  acquifition  that  the  king 
could  make  in  America. 

At  lafc,  in  1783,  it  was  pofitively  faid  that  France 
was  to  exchange  Guadaloupe  for  the  Spanifh  part  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  this  news  gave  oceauon  to  feveral 
writings  the  authors  of  which  were  very  well  informed 
as  to  colonial  affairs. 

If  we  could  wifh  to  know  firft  what  are  the  intenti- 
ons of  Spain  refpecling  this  ceiTioji,  before  we  inquire 
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whether  it  would  be  ufeful  or  not  to  the  French,  we 
might,  w'thout  hefitation,  look  on  the  queftion  as 
idles  becaufe  we  muft  firft  fuppofe  the  fubverfion  of 
all  the  principles  of  the  Spanifh  government,  and  a 
grand  revolution  in  the  national  character,  to  believe 
that  Spain  would  cede  any  territorial  pofTeffiori  what- 
ever, and  above  all  give  up  the  firft  metropolis  that 
fhe  formed  in  America,  It  is  then,  after  removing 
this  difficulty,  that  wre  ought  to  inquire  if  what  has 
been  faid  of  the  advantages,  which  France  would  find 
in  the  pofieiTion  of  this  territory,  be  founded  or  not. 

Thefe  advantages  are  faid  to  be  fix  : 

I.  A  more  defencible  pofition.  II.  A  greater  fe- 
curity  for  navigation  in  war  time.  III.  A  greater 
certainty  of  fubfiftence.  IV.  An  augmentation  of 
population.  V.  A  more  extenfive  cultivation.  VI. 
An  augmentation  of  commerce. 

Reafons  are  given  in  fupport  of  each,  and  thefe 
I  fhall  now  lay  before  the  reader. 


A  more  defencible  pofition. 

In  theprefentftate  ofthings,the  Spanifh  colony,  lying 
to  the  windward  of  the  French,  being  infomefort  open 
and  defencelefs,  the  latter  is  expofed  to  every  attack 
and  every  infult.  If  France  is  the  ally  of  Spain,  they 
ought  to  fuccour  each  other,  and  it  is  almoft  impofiible 
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that  they  fhould  convey  fuccors  fo  far  by  land.  If,  on 
the  contrary  Spain  fhould  herfelf  be  the  ennemy  of 
France,  the  latter  would  have  much  to  fear  from  the 
proximity  of  a  neighbour,  fo  much  the  more  bold  as 
he  is  extremely  poor ;  and  while  the  French  colony 
would  have  all  its  forces  on  the  frontiers,  in  order  to 
defend  them  againft  men  to  whom  a  war  in  the  woods 
and  defiles  would  be  but  a  fpot,  againft  lancers  accuf- 
tomed  to  purfue,  flop,  flight  and  kill  wild  oxen,  the 
naval  force  of  Spain,  might  make  a  fatal  diverfion  in 
fome  point  of  the  French  territory  diftant  from  the 
frontier. 

Confidering  the  two  nations  as  friends,  and  Santo- 
Domingo  belonging  entirely  to  France,  Spain,  the 
immenfity  of  whofe  poffeflions  renders  her  unable  to 
defend  the  whole  of  them,  would  find  a  vail  fource  of 
fecurity  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a  maritime  arfenal  in 
the  bay  of  Samana  1  and  if  there  Were  befides  an  in- 
terior fortification  to  protect  the  ifland,  and  maintain 
its  defence  till  the  fuccours  Ihouid  arrive  from  Euro- 
pe, flie  might  look  upon  the  gulph  of  Mexico  as 
completely  covered  from  the  ennemy,  efpecially  as 
Cuba  would  form  a  fecond  key  to  it.  The  Spanifh 
part,  become  French  territory,  would  be  fo  much  the 
more  eafy  to  defend,  as,  indepedently  of  the  bay  of 
Samana  and  the  central  fortification,  the  colonifts,  be- 
come French,  would  form  arealactive  army,  compofed 
of  men  well  climated  and  much  fuperior  to  any  enne- 
my whatever  that  fhould  dare  to  venture  an  attack ; 
fince  they  are  accuftomed  to  the  country,  and  as,  in 
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difputing  every  inch  of  ground,  acrofs  woods,  bufhes, 
and  deep  bank-rivers,  they  would  give  the  climate 
time  to  exercife  its  deftruftive  influence  on  the  affai- 
lants,  the  number  of  whom  would  fcon  be  reduced  by 
one  half  by  the  cpidemick  diforders. 


IJ 


A  greater Jecurity  for  navigation  in  time 
of  war. 

While  Samana  remains  neglefled,  as  at  prefent, 
and  is,  as  being  the  windward  part  of  all  the  ifland,  the 
place  offhelterofthe  men  of  war  and  privateers  of  ,the 
ennemy,  they  will  continue  to  retire  there,  to  repair, 
and  take  in  wood  and  water.  This  bay  is  fo  much 
the  more  advantageous  to  them,  as  all  the  French 
fhips  coming  from  Europe  or  the  windward  iflands, 
and  bound  to  the  North  or  Well  part  of  Santo-Do- 
mingo, are  obliged  to  come  in  fight -of  the  Cape  of 
Samana,  or,  atleaft,  Old  Cape -Francois,  on  account  01 
the  dangers  of  the  part  through  which  one  difembogue, 
and  even  to  come  near  the  land,  to  avoid  the  Mcu- 
choir-Carre,  the  ihoals  meft  to  the  Earl. 

If  France  pofTefTed  Samana,  fhe  would  fortify  it,  and 
the  enemy  would  no  longer  find  fhelter  in  it,  and  by 
this  only  the  coafting  of  Santo-Domingo  would  no 
longer  be  dangerous  in  time  of  war,  provided  fmall 


Spanijh  Part  of  St.  Domingo,  191 

force  mould  be  kept  here  -,  light  fhips  would  keep  the 
enemy's  privateers  at  adiftance  from  a  cruize  that  the 
leafc  want,  the  leaft  accident  by  fea,  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  keep. 


III. 

A  greater  certainty  effubfifience. 

The  continual  and  numerous  ihackles  which  the 
Spanifh  government  delights  in  multiplying  with 
regard  to  the  fupplying  the  French  part  with  cattle., 
would  ceafe  with  the  ceilion,  The  hattes  which  would 
equally  exift  under  another  domination,  would  be 
more  confined  by  new  traces  of  cultivated  land,  and 
from  that  time  the  cattle  would  be  better  attended  to, 
their  increafe  more  confiderable,  the  fubiiftence  for 
the  whole  of  the  Ifland  much  more  abundant,  and 
we  fhould 'fee  no  more  of  the  vexations  which  are  ra- 
ther fhameful  for  the  French,  who  feem  ever  to  be 
receiving  favours,  though  their  neighbours  would  be 
reduced  to  mere  animal  exiftence  were  it  not  for  their 
cuftom. 

The  French  government,  well  warned,  by  experi- 
ence what  ought  to  be  done  or  avoided,  in  order  to 
preferve  the  hattes,  might,  by  wife  regulations,  take 
fuch  meafures  as  would  in  future  prevent  the  hattes 
from  giving  place  to  eftablifhments  of  cultures  and 
the  marking  out  of  a  certain  extent  of  land  in  each 
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parifh,  hot  to  be  employed  but  in  the  railing  of  eattle 
would  form  a  refource  of  which  me  always  (lands  in 
abfolute  need. 


pf 

An  augmentation  of  population. 

The  population  would  rapidly  increase  by  the 
dumber  of  the  French  cultivators  who  could  fettle  on 
the  new  territory.  They  would  be  compofed  of  men 
whofe  induftry  now  knows  not  on  what  to  exercife 
itfelf,  of  inhabitants  of  the  French  part  (artd  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  mountains),  who,  having  lands  exhaufted 
or  impoverifhed  by  the  coffee-tree,  would  employ 
their  negroes  and  their  activity  on  a  foil  that  may 
be  called  new,  fince,  after  being  cultivated  for  lefs 
than  a  century,  it  has  remained  in  a  ftate  of  repofe 
for  feveral  centuries,  and  the  rotting  of  the  vegetables 
has  formed  a  new  layer  and  a  new  fource  of  fecundity. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Windward  Iflands,  who  have 
but  a  miferabie  exiftence,  on  a  foil  intirely  fullen 
from  its  original  fertility,  obliged  at  pre-fent  to  double 
the  extent  of  their  lands  and  the  number  of  their 
people  to  get  a  produce  equal  to  that  of  the  firft  culti- 
vators, would  be  happy  to  fee  a  pofiibility  of  changing 
their  fituation ;  and  it  -  could  be  ordered,  that  in  the 
Spanifh  part,  the  land  mould  no  longer  be  granted 

for 
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for  nothing  except  to  thofe  who  mould  come  with 
negroes,  while  the  others  mould  be  obliged  to  buy 
or  rent  their  lands,  as  in  many  foreign  colonies. 

There  would  come  capitalists  from  Europe,  if  tha 
abfurd  droit  d'aubaine  did  not  fcare  them  :  the  mer- 
chants would  fecond  the  efforts  of  the  colonifts,  who 
would  afford  juft  hopes  of  gain  from  the  very  fertility 
oi'the  foil :  and  finally,  emigrants  ought  to  be  counted 
upon  from  foreign  iHands,  who  would  come  to  ktlt 
in  a  better  foil,  what  the  reft  of  the  Antilles  refufes, 
on  account  oftheir  exhauftedilate,  to  the  labour  of  the 
cultivators  of  the  different  nations  who  inhabit  them. 

The  planter  who  would  no  longer  ftand  in  need  of 
forcing  his  negroes  to  continual  fatigue  to  pay  himfelf 
for  the  intereft  oftheir  cor! and  of  his  land  (a  necef- 
fity  deftructive  to  the  (laves),  having  a  thoufand 
refources  for  himfelf  and  for  them  in  the  aitonifhing 
fertility  of  the  land  in  queftion,  would,  no  longer  re- 
quire of  them  labours  above  their  ftrentgh.  The  fitu- 
ation  of  the-  negroes  would,  then,  be  bettered,  and 
intereft  would  come  to  the  aid  of  the  dictates  of 
morality  and  humanity. 

Another  advantage  of  this  ceflion,  is,  a  people  ready 
formed  in  the  Spanifh  colonifts,  and  a  militia  fitted 
for  the  torrid  zone.  Thefe  people,  under  an  encou~ 
raging  government,  would  multiply  with  fo  much 
more  rapidity  as  the  impreffion  of  their  religious 
opinions  leads  them  to  marriage,  and  as  very  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  who  inhabit  the  French  colonies,  they 
have  -more  women  than  men.     This  furplus  would 
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furnifh  wives  for  the  French  bachelors.  Thefe  peo- 
ple, fo  much  more  valuable  as  they  are  accuftomed 
to  live  on  the  produce  of  the  land  they  inhabit,  in 
rendering  this  ftronger  would  increafe  the  population 
in  another  way,  fince  with  more  coaft  to  fupply  with 
provifions,  there  would  be  more  water  carriage,  and 
confequently  more  fea  men  attached  to  the  country. 
On  another  hand,  with  more  land  under  cultivation 
there  would  be  more  interior  commerce,  and  confe- 
quently more  traders,  artifans  and  men  living  by 
the  product  of  their  induftry.  Tta  population  muft, 
then  rapidly  increafe,  and  the  ifland  of  Saint-Do- 
mingo would  become  an  important  pofTeflion,  above 
any  of  the  Europeans  in  the  New  World. 


V. 

A  more  extenfive  cultivation. 

An  augmentation  of  cultivation  is  a  neceffary  effect 
of  the  employment  of  more  numerous  lands  on  a 
fruitful  foil.  With  refpect  to  induftry  it  exifts  al- 
ready, and  it  wants  nothing  to  make  it  feen  but  the 
means  and  opportunity  of  exercife,  were  it  to  be  con- 
fined but  to  the  Spanifh  colonifts  only,  whofe  prefent 
government  in  fome  fortj  preffesthem  down  and  brutifies 
them.  With  regard  to  the  hands,  we  have  above 
mentioned  thefe  now  employed  to  fo  little  account 
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in  the  French  Windward  iflands  and  thofe  of  foreign 
iflands,  and  even  in  the  mountains  of  French  Saint- 
Domingo.     Africa  would  do  the  reft. 

Thofe  who  reprobate  the  ceflion  will  pretend,  that 
there  muft  be  a  fecond  Africa  to  authorize  hopes  from 
*uch  an  eftablifhment.  But  when  that  part  of  the 
world  is  well  known,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  to  the 
French  pofleflions  on  the  rivers  Senegal  and  Gam- 
bia, may  be  added  thofe  of  Salum  and  Cazamance,  and 
renew  thofe  they  had  formerly  amongft  the  Bigazots. 
A  fine  factory  might  be  formed  in  the  ifland  of  Ta- 
mora,  which  makes  a  part  of  thofe  of  the  Idols,  and 
,fecure  a  confiderable  trade  in  the  nine  rivers  near 
them,  from  that  of  Quifiy  to  that  of  Sierra  Liona. 
Cape  Mezurada  alfo  offers  great  refources,  as  does  the 
Golden  Coaft,  from  Acra  to  Popo,  and  to  thefe  may 
be  added  the  coaft  of  Angola.  If  we  quit  the  weftern 
coaft  of  Africa  and  go  to  the  oppofite  one,  the  channel 
of  Mofambique  promifes  flaves  in  abundance,  if  the 
trade  be  but  ever  fo  little  encouraged. 

But  a  gentle  regime  among  the  negroes  of  Santo- 
Domingo,  would  produce  a  valuable  fupply  by  propa- 
gation. In  examining  the  cenfufes  of  this  ifland  du- 
ring a  fucceflion  of  years,  we  fee  that  the  annual  mor- 
tality amounts  to  a  thirtieth,  and  the  propagation  to  a 
feventieth  j  fo  that,  of  five  hundred  thoufand  negroes, 
a  number  carried,  perhaps,  a  little  beyond  the  truth, 
the  annual  lofs,  according  to  his  calculation,  is  that  of 
fixteen  thoufand  fouls,  and  the  propagation  feven  thou- 
fand, which  requires  an  importation  of  nine  thoufand. 

B  b  2 
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Suppofing  that  fix  hundred  thoufand  negroes  arc 
neceffary  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Spanifh  part  of 
Santo-Domingo,  there  will  be,  out  of  that  quantity, 
a  lofs  annually  of  twenty  thoufand,  which,  taking  the 
propagation  at  eight  thoufand  and  five  hundred  will 
leave  but  eleven  thoufand  five  .  hundred  for  the  yearly 
importation. 

Santo-Domingo  imports,  at  this  time,  nearly  thirty 
three  thoufand,  and  in  adding  together  the  two  importa- 
tions above  fettled,  and  which  rife  together  to  twenty 
thoufand  five  hundred,  there  is  already  a  furplus  of 
nearly  thirteen  thoufand  negroes  that  may  be  carried 
into  the  Spanifh  part. 

But,  if  we  allow  for  the  real  poffibility  that  there 
is  of  extending  the  African  trade,  and  if  we  confider, 
that  the  fix  hundred  thoufand  negroes,  judged  neceffa- 
ry  for.  the  Spanifh  part,  will  be  furnifhed,  in  great 
part  by  the  French  colony,  who  fhall  find,  that  the 
importation  calculated  for  this  latter  will  prcportion- 
naly  turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  other.  It  is  not, 
then,  giving  way  to  too  favourable  calculations  to 
fay,  that  in  lefs  than  twenty  five  years,  the  Spanifn  part 
would  contain  the  fix  hundred  thoufand  negroes  in- 
tended for  it  in  fuppoiing  the  ceffion  to  be  made. 

This  circumftance  would  give  an  additionnal  fpur 
to  cultivation,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  retreat  for 
fugitive  negroes,  when  they  (hould  ail  belong  to  one 
and  the  fame  nation.  The  bands  of  thefe  fugitives, 
their  devaluating  irruptions,  the  terror  they  fpread,  and 
which  drives  the  peaceful  cultivator  from  his  home, 
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would  no  longer  exift :  all  the  negroes  would  be  ufe- 
fully  employed,  and  fuppofing  the  cultivation  carried 
to  the  height  of  that  in  the  French  part,  would  bring 
an  annual  produce  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
French  livres,  fo  that  the  total  produce  of  Saint-Do- 
mingo, may  be  valued,  accordingto  this  firit calculation,, 
at  double  thisium. 


V  I 

An  augmentation  of  commerce. 

From  the  augmentation  of  cultivation  is  eauiy 
deduced  an  augmentation  of  commerce. 

An  objection  is  made  to  this  commercial  gain,  in 
faying,  that  the  price  of  the  negroes  will  be  augmen- 
ted by  the  competition  ofpurchafers,  and  that  there 
will  be  a  proportionate  diminution  in  the  price  of 
colonial  produce.  Suppofe  this  objection  well  founded, 
in  examining  it  as  a  ftatefman  we  fhall  find ,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  mother  country,  which  will 
fell  thefe  negroes,  will  have  a  real  and  iblid  benefit; 
but  as  the  colonifts  have  as  good  a  right  to  the  be- 
nevolent care  of  the  government,  the  government 
ought  to  hold  the  balance  even  between  the  mer- 
chants and  the  planters,  and  as  it  is  impofTible  that 
the  latter  mould  be  mifer able  without  imparting  their 
mifery  to  the  former,  a  fatisfadtory  anfwer  is  neceffary. 

When  a  negro  veffel  arrives  in  port,  as  3  balance 
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to  the  need  which  the  planter  has  of  purchafing ,  the 
captain  or  owner  wants  to  fell,  even  by  the  nature  of 
the  cargo,  as  a  delay  of  any  length  almoft  always  brings 
on  contagious  ficknefles  among  the  negroes ,  and  as 
the  expences  of  provifions  and  fea-mens'  wages  would 
foon  abforb  the  profits ,  if  they  refufed  to  fell  at  a 
moderate  rate.  Experience  proves,  that  there  has 
always  been  a  pretty  juft  proportion  between  the 
price  of  colonial  produce  and  that  of  (laves.  Befides, 
if  this  objection  were  well  founded  as  to  the  prefent 
hypothefis,  it  would  be  as  to  the  augmentation  of 
the  culture  in  the  French  colony,  and  would  have 
been  with  refpect  to  that  of  the  fouthern  part  of  that 
colony. 


..  Thefe  are  the  reafons  given  in  fupport  of  the 
ceffion.  I  have  taken  the  greateft  care  not  to  weaken 
the  arguments,  and  in  order  to  render  faithfully 
thofe  I  have  extracted,  particularly  from  two  memo- 
rials written,  one  by  Mr.  du  Buc  and  the  other  by 
Mr.  le  Braffeur,  both  intendants  of  the  colonies, 
when,  in  1783,  was  publifhed,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  the  news  of  France  having  obtained  this  ceffion 
in  lieu  of  Guadaloupe,  which  would  have  rendered 
Spain  a  revenue  annually  of  twenty  millions  of  French 
livres,  at  the  fame  time  that  fhe  would  have  faved 
the  expence  of  about  feventeen  hundred  thoufand 
ivres  annually  for  the  fupport  of  her  colony  of  Saint 
Domingo. 
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I  muft  now  call  the  reader's  attention  to  what  I 
oppofe  to  this  ceflion,  relatively  to  the  intereft  of 
France.  And  that  it  may  be  the  more  eafy  to  weigh 
the  reafons  for  'and  againft,  I  fhall  follow  the  order 
adopted  by  thofe  whofe  opinion  I  combat. 


A  more  defensible  pofition. 

The  defence  would  gain  but  very  little  by  the 
ceflion.  If  France  and  Spain  are  allied,  the  prefent 
ftate  even  of  the  Spanifh  colony  is  ufeful  to  the 
other,  becaufe  the  enemy  will  never  think  of  attemp- 
ting a  defcent  in  a  country  where  there  are  but  few 
fettlements,  and  thofe  very  diftant  from  each  other, 
and  which  is,  indeed,  almoft  a  continued  foreft,  where 
there  is  no  poffibility  of  conveying  cannon,  where  an 
ambufcade  may  be  expected  at  every  ftep  from  men 
fuch  as  the  Spanifh  colonifts  have  been  defcribed, 
who  could  not  fail  to  carry  on  a  bufh.- fighting  war 
with  great  fuccefs,  and  who  would  deftroy  the  enemy 
in  retarding  his  march  only. 

Belides,  on  what  part  of  the  Spanifh  territory  could 
this  defcent  be  made,  to  promife  much  fuccefs  either 
over  this  or  the  French  colony  ?  To  attempt  it  on  the 
eaftern  coaft  would  be  to  render  the  enterprife  eternal 
in  a  climate  which  requires  the  greateil  difpatch  on 
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the  part  of  the  affaiiant.  The  enemy  that  would 
march  from  thence  to  Santo-Domingo,  would  have 
at  leaft  fifty  leagues  to  go ,  over  a  road  where  the 
conveyance  of  artillery  would  not  be  very  eafy,  and 
in  a  land  where  he  v/ould  meet  at  every  ftep  an 
abattis  or  an  ambufcade. 

As  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  crofs  the 
Ozama  over  againft  the  capital,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  go  eight  leagues  higher  up  to  feek  a  fording  place, 
which  of  itfelf  would  be  very  dangerous,  becaufe  the 
oppofite  bank  affords  a  thoufand  hiding  places  for.  the 
Spaniards,  who  in  full  fecurity  might  take  the  moil 
deliberate  aim.  If,  however,  he  mould  crofs  here, 
and  get  into  the  road  leading  to  the  city  acrofs  the 
iavanas  of  Louifa,  his  march  would  then  become 
more  difficult  on  account  of  the  rivers  he  would  have 
to  crofs,  and  which  are  fo  eafy  to  be  difputed  -,  and, 
fuppofing  he  mould  penetrate  as  far  as  the  favana  of 
Prieta,  he  would  be  obliged  to  engage  in  the  heights 
of  the  fame  name  and  Hi-  thofe  of  Gribeplatte  where 
woods  cut  acrofs  by  deepfbanked  ravins  require  but  a 
handful  of  men  to  itop  the  march  of  an  army.  Thus, 
then,  I  think  it  is  clear  that  the  ennemy  would  at- 
tempt nothing  on  Saint-Domingo  by  the  eaitern  coaft. 

On  the  north  coail,  there  is  only  Monte-Chrift  or 
the  Bay  of  Mancenilla  -,  fince  there  are  no  where  elfe 
the  means  of  conveying  the  artillery,  and  Ihould  the 
ennemy  be  fo  wild  as  to  count  on  the  Yuna,  its  bor- 
ders alone  would  defend  it  againft  every  thing  coming 
up  from  Samaria.     By  land  there  is  not,  as  we  have 

feeii; 
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feen,  any  thing  but  a  path  where  a  man   that  knows 
the  country  can  go  on  foot  only. 

With  regard  to  Monte- Chrift,  the  difembarkation 
would  be  eafHy  oppofed  there,  but  fuppofmg  it  effec- 
ted,, either  here  or  in  the  Bay  of  Manceniila,  it  would 
be  eafy,  if  the   ennemy    attempted  to  march  .to  la 
Vega-Real,  to  Hop  him  at  Saint-Yago,  the  pofition 
of  which  is  very  advantageous.     But,  what  could  he  . 
do  here,  forced  every  inftant  to  advance  from  his  fleet, 
and  confequently  from  the  fuccours  which  would  fail 
him  at  la  Vega-Real,  firft  becaufe  it  is  not  the  part  . 
the  moft  rich  in  cattle,  and  again,  becaufe  a  part  of 
the fe  might  be  driven  off  towards  the  plain  of  Conf- 
tance  ?  To  dream  of  going,  whether  by  this  plain  or 
by  the  high  road,  to  Santo-Domingo,  would  be  a  moft 
filly  undertaking,  for  it  would  fuppofe  the  chains  of 
Sevico  arid  Pardave  nothing,  either  of  which  is  well . 
calculated  to  flop  the  moil  enterprizing.  foldier,  and  - 
which  would  have  the  fame  : effect,  mould  the  enemy 
attempt  to  get  up  the  Yuna.     He  muft,  then,  content 
himfelf  with  laying  wafte  a  few  miferable   fettlements 
and  deftroying  a  few  cattle,  an  enterprife  that  might, . 
indeed,  pteafe.  the  ancient  Free-Booters,  but  which 
would  not  undoubtedly,  now  be  the  objecl:.  of  an  arma- 
ment of  an  European  maritime  power. 

A  defcent  on  the  South  coaft,  from  the  5outh-£afl> 
Point,  or  Pointe  derEpee,toSt.-Domingo,.and  even 
to  the  redoubt  of  }ayna>  would  be  fubjecl:  to  the  fame 
inconveniences  as  that  made  on  the  Eail  coaft  i  and 
if  the  daily  would  not  be  quite  lb..grea.t,   it  would  be 

Vol.     //.'  C  c 
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fufficient  to  leave  but  little  hope  of  fuccefs  in  marching 
againft  Santo-Domingo,  which  mult  always  be  at- 
tacked by  land,  on  account  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Ozama. 

There   are  a  hundred  landing  places,  it   is  well 
known,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Jayna  and  that  of 
of  the  Neybe  -,  Bani  and  Azua  may,  then,  be  infulted 
and  even  deftroyed,  but  after  this  destruction,  which 
would  certainly  add  but  little  to  the  military  reputa- 
tion of  the  affailant,   he  would  have  gained  nothing, 
whether  he   mould  be  marching  towards  Santo-Do- 
mingo or  Weftward.     The  hollow  called  the  Paffage, 
arid  which  is  between  the  Tavora   and  the  Neybe, 
where  the  troops   mull  dirile  on  little  fteeps,  would 
give  the  opponent  full  fcope  of  thwarting  their  efforts; 
and  if  the  ennemy  got  over  this   difficulty,  the  land 
of  Banique,  the  hollow  of  Saint-Raphael,  would  fee 
the  end  of  the  expedition ;   in  drawing,  on  the  con- 
trary, towards  Santo-Domingo,   he  would  find  all  the 
obftacles  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken:  woods, 
riyers,  defiles,  hollow  roads,  and  the  difficulty  of  con- 
ducting his  artillery. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  clear  that  it  would 
be  ftill  more  abfurd  to  attempt  an  attack  on  the  French 
p'art  by  landing  on  the  North  coaft  of  the  Spanifh. 
The  point  of  Monte- Chrift  and  Bay  of  Mancenilla 
alone  could  encourage  a  gleam  of  hope;  but  there  the 
enemy  would  be  at  twenty  leagues  from  the  Cape, 
having  a  country  to  crofs  where  the  ground  might  be 
clifputed  at  every  ftep,  and  more  efpecially  during  the 
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twelve  leagues  from  Fort-Dauphin  to  the  Gape.  At 
a  diftance  from  the  poft  which  muft  be  reduced,  in 
order  to  eftablifh  himfelf  in  the  ifland  and  not  run 
rifk  of  being  harraffed  at  every  moment,  as  alfo  to  have 
an  eafy  communication  with  his  (hips,  he  would  fee 
his  army  dwindle  away,  and  this  fo  much  the  fafter , 
as  he  would  be  obliged,  to  avoid  the  Northen  Gales, 
capable  of  driving  his  fquadron  afhore,  to  cnOofe  a 
feafon  when  the  heat  makes  fuch  cruel  havock  among 
European  foldiers,  that  thofe  even  who  do  not  come 
to  fight,  but  who  have  all  the  helps  and  conveniences 
poflible,  are  more  than  half  of  them  on  the  fick  lift 
in  lefs   than  three  months  after  their  landing. 

j^efides,  it  is  not  enough  to  attack,  or  even  invade, 
great  part  of  a  country,  the  affailant  muft  be  able  to 
preferve  his  conqueft,  and,  confequently,  to  oblige 
the  attacked  to  furrender  fo  foon  as  not  to  leave  him 
time  to  receive  frefh  fuccours.  Now,  to  hope  to  do 
this,  the  affailant  muft  poflefs  the  Cape ;  which,  after 
landing  in  the  Bay  of  Mancenilla,  is  fubjecl:  to  too 
many  hazards  and  errors,  the  particulars  of  which 
would  be  long  and  rather  foreign  to  the  prefent 
difcuflion. 

The  deferted  ftate  of  Spanifh  Saint-Domingo  does 
not,  then,  expofe  the  French  part,  and  as  the  moral 
poffibility  of  an  attack  of  the  latter  through  the 
territory  of  the  former  can  be  only  by  the  Bay  of 
Mancenilla ;  we  may  add  that  then  the  enemy 
would  have  juft  reafon  to  fear,  that  he  would  fin4 
himfelf  between  two  fires,  fince  the  Spaniards  might 

C  c   1 
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fall  on  his  rear,  cut  off  his. convoys,  his  communica- 
cadons  and  reduce  him  to  the  neceffity  of  marching 
on  only  a  part  of  his  force,  the  reft  being  neceflary 
to  repulfe  the  Spaniards  or  'fecure  a  retreat,  a  thing 
which  the  moft  hardy  commander  never  neglects. 

On  the  fuppofition  that  Spain  fhoula*  be  the  enemy 
of  France;  it  is  not  conceivable  that  fhe  Ihould  attempt 
any  thing  more  than  incurfions  on  the  frontiers  in  her 
neighbourhood,  fince,  in  no  part  of  the  SpaniiTi  colony, 
there  is  to   be  found  the  means  of  making  a  ferious 
attack  on  the  French,   either  in  troops  or  anmunition, 
and  as  Spain  is  not  fo  conftituted  as  to  pofiefs   in  her- 
felf  the  materials  offuchan  armament  as   would  be 
wanting  to  make  a  conqueil  of  the  French  part.     Be- 
fides,  if  Adventurers  fcattered  along  the  coaft  refilled 
the  Spaniards  when  their  colony  was  in  a  more  fiouri- 
fhing  ftate  than  at  prefent,  how  mould  a  colony  like 
that  of  the  French  now  become  their  prey  ?  A  fmall 
-army  on  the  frontiers,  forming  a  chain  of  pofts  would 
be  a  fufficient  defence,  and  if  fome  parts  mould  not 
be  fo  well  defended  as  others,  the  enemy  after  laying 
wafte  -  here,  would  be  obliged  to  hafte  back  again, 
from  the  impoflibility  of  remaining  in  places  which 
bore  teiSmony  of  his  cruel  but  ufeful  fury. 

There  remains  one  hypothecs  not  yet  ftarted;  that 
is,  to  fuppofe  Spain  not  only  the  ennemy  of  France, 
but  allied  with  other  powers  agai nil  .that  nation.  This 
is  certainly  a  fuppofition  that  includes  very  extraordi- 
•  nary  events,  and  mould  it  be  realized,  itmult  be  confef- 
fedjthat  then  it  would  be  more  advantageous  for  France 
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to  be  fole  pofTeffor  of  the  ifland,  rather  than  to  have  an 
enemy  there  blind  enough  not  to  fee  that  Martinico 
is  one  of  the  keys  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  to  aid 
another  power  againft  France.  But  even  in  this  cafe 
itfelf,  unlefs  France  were  to  abandon  her  colony,  in 
neglecting  to  affemble  the  neceflary  means  of  defence, 
or  from  her  incapacity  of  fo  doing,  all  attempts  would 
be  vain;  and  in  every  cafe,  I  know  not  how  far  the 
fear  of  falling  under  the  Spanifh  domination  might 
carry  the  colonifls  of  French  Saint-Domingo.  And 
let  Spain  well  remember,  that  me  would  not  with  im- 
punity adopt  the  caufe  of  any  other  power  than  France 
for  the  latter  is  the  only  one  whofe  intereft  it  is  not 
ftir  up  a  revolt  in  Mexico.  Other  powers  have  de- 
fired,  and  attempted  it,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 

French but  this  would  be  robbing 

hiflory  of  facts  belonging  to  it  alone. 


II, 

A  more  fafe  navigation  in  war-time. 

The  pofition  of  Samana  is.  as  I  have  fatd,  very 
favourable  to  cruizers,  but  this  does  not  depend  on 
its  land  fifuation.  Cruizers  can  hardly  ever  venture 
into  the  bay,  now  that  the  Spanim  fettlements  are  in 
a  way  to  prevent  their  remaining  there,  and  we  have 
feen  how  eafy  it  would  be  to  keep  out  great  mips, 
which,   befides,  know"  too  well  how  dan.o-erous  this 
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port  is  either  for  entering  or  getting  out,  to  go  there, 
when  they  would  be  almoft  certain  of  not  being  able 
to  refit  in  order  to  purfue  their  prey.  But  did  Sam  ana 
belong  to  the  French,  that  would  not  hinder  the 
cruizing  there  from  being  carried  on,  unlefs  there  were 
£hips  ordered  to  protect  the  coafling  of  thofe  coming 
from  Europe  or  the  Windward-Iflands.  Now,  thefe 
ihips,  if  France  had  them,  might  fail  equally  from 
Cape-Francais,  in  order  to  yield  this  ufeful  protection. 
The  cruizers  from  Jamaica  do  not  always  go  to 
Samana  5  they  flop  at  Cape-Grange,  often  they  lie 
orTCape-Fran^ais,  and  there,  as  the  French  have  but 
too  often  experienced,  they  come  and  take  their 
ihips  in  %ht  of,  and  even  under  the  cannon,  of 
"Picolet  (  i  ).  It  is  not  becaufe  Sam  ana  is  the  pro- 
perty of  one  of  the  two  nations  more  than  of  the 
other  that  thefe  misfortunes  come,  but  becaufe  the 
mod  efficient  protection  for  a  colony  is,  a  flout 
navy. 

I  I  I. 

A  greater  certainty  cf  fubftjlence* 

We  have  feen,  that  the  hope  of  becoming  inde- 
pendent for  a  fupply  of  the  firft  neceffity  was  never 
founded  on  an  expectation  that  the  cultivators  or 
others  among  the  French  would  augment  the  number 


(  4  )  A  ibrt  at  the  entrance  of  Cape-JFran<;ais. 
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of  graziers;  bilt  becaufe  the  hattes  would  become  at 
once  better  managed  and  more  free. 

The  effect  of  the  ceffion,  in  this  refpect,  would 
certainly  be  local  change  of  the  hattes ;  for  ,  if  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  they  would  occupy,  as  at  prefent, 
fpots  in  every  part  of  the  colony  ,  though  their  limits 
might  be  narrowed,  the  ifland  would  ever  be  divided 
into  an  agricultural  part,  and  that  is  now  the  French 
part,  and  another  compojed  of  herdfmen,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  in  confequence  of  better  mana- 
gement, it  muft  happen,  that  in  one  there  would  be 
many  more  cattle  than  both  could  confume,  which, ' 
by-the-by,  would  not  be  a  powerful  encouragement 
in  favour  of  the  raifing  of  cattle. 

But  if  the  hattes  undergo  a  change  with  refpedt. 
to  their  local  pofition,  how  is  it  not  perceived 
that  the  fubfiftence  would  not  be  fo  certain,  from 
the  real  incapacity  of  condu fling  from  one  place  to 
another  all  the  cattle  of  a  hatte,  and  becaufe  this 
would  produce  fugitive  animals,  which  would  in  the 
like  proportion  diminiih  the  number  of  thofe  necef- 
fary  to  propagation. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  for  a  long  time  the 
effect  of  this  local  change  would  not  be  felt  -,  becaufe 
the. agricultural  eftablifhements  would  begin  in  the 
parti  neareft  the  coaft,  where  the  hattes  are  not  the 
moft  numerous.  But,  this  time  muft  at  laft  come, 
and  then  the  prefent  population  of  the  Spanifh  colony 
muft  be  preferved  ;  for,  without  that,  no  more  hattes, 
from  this  very  probable  caufe,  that  no  Frenchmen 
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will  enter  on  the  new-ceded  territory,  to  -lead  a  fort 
of  life  little  adapted  to  a  lively,  enterprizing  people, 
foon  difgufled  with  whatever  has  the  air  of  mono- 
tony. 

Thus,  then,  to  the  Spanifli  colonifts  alone  would 
be  left  the  fupplying  of  the  whole  ifland  with  cattle, 
and  they  would  be  the  only  perfons  for  whom  it  mufl 
be  fuppofed  that  the  ceffion  would  have  no  happy 
efrecl,  except  the  improvement  of  their  hattes.--  Now, 
by  what  law,  juft  in  itfelf  and  poffible  in  its  execution  > 
mail  it  be  ordered,  that  no  colonift,  formerly  Spanilli, 
fhall  quit  his  occupation  of  herdfman  for  that  of  cul- 
tivator in  any  way  whatever  ?  How  can  two  people, 
very  diftincl:  at  the  moment  of  the  ceffion,  become 
one,  if  there  frill  exift  a  fort  of  line  of  demarcation 
between  their  occupations  ?  The  greateft  part  of  the 
Spaniards  would  -wifti  to  apply  themfelves  to  culti- 
vation, the  produce  of  which. they  have  been  conti- 
nually told  enriches  the  French  ■■>  and  the  French  to 
whofe  ears  grazier  and  poor- man  are  always  finony- 
mous,  would  not  apply  themfelves  to  a  profeffion, 
which,  I  repeat  it,  is  contrary  to  their  inclination  and 
habits. 

"Without  doubt  it  would  be  very  eafy  to  make 
fuch  regulations  as,  eonfidering  nothing  individually, 
would  apply  to  the  land  only,  and  mark  out,  as  has 
been  faid,  hattes  for  each  place,  or  dittrict,  if  the 
latter  were  better  calculated  for  the  attainment  of  the 
.p'ropofed  end";  but  what  regulation  could  oblige  men 
to  keep    this  land  in  hattes?,    The   prohibition  of 

employing 
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employing  it  in  any  other  way  ?  But  would  the  pro- 
prietor fuffer  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded  ?  And  if,  whe- 
ther out  of  obftinacy  or  from  whatever  motive,  he 
would  not  be  a  herdfman  j  or,  if,  in  place  of  having 
the  number  of  cattle  that  his  land  required,  he  has  a 
lefs  proportion,  what  penalty  would  you  infiid  on 
him  ?  The  lofs  of  his  property  ?  This,  without 
doubt,  would  be  the  fevereft  he  could  incur  j  but,  du 
you  count  this  among  the  means  of  fupplying  the 
meat-market  ?  of  replacing  the  cattle  which  are 
indifpenfable  to  the  manufactures  ?  You  will  find, 
as  at  prefent  in  the  French  part,  that  laws  are  ufelefs 
combattants  of  a  prevailing  tafte  or  opinion,  and 
that  when  a  government  is  reduced  to  attempt  to 
oblige  individuals  to  apply  their  property  to  a  ufe 
which  they  look  upon  as  difad vantage ous,  the  law 
lies  a  dead  letter  in  the  code,  a  witnefs  of  a  want 
ofwifdom  in  thofe  who  have  framed  it." 

We  mould  fee,  then,  in  lieu  of  a  more  certain, 
fubfiftence,  a  greater  dependance,  not  on  a  neigh- 
bour whofe  incapacity  of  doing  better  obliges  him  to 
remain  a  herdfman,  but  on  foreigners  who  would 
take  advantage  of  their  power  of  following  any  other 
branch  by  which  they  might  profper.  And  ought 
we  not  to  ftart  at  the  idea  of  adding  to  the  inconve- 
niencies  Suffered  from  waiting  for  a  fupply  from 
without;  a  circumftance  which,  during  a  war  parti- 
cularly, renders  every  thing  precarious  in  the  -colonies* 
even  military  enterprizes  for  their  preservation  I 
Let  us  reflect,  then,  for  a  moment  on  what  the  French 
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colony  of  Saint-Domingo  already  fuffers,  becaufe  the 
articles  it  may  have  from  the  Spanifh  colony,  in  this 
way,  are  not  fuffkient  for  its  wants,  and  we  fhall  foon 
fee,  that  in  place  of  rinding,  in  the  ceflion,  inex- 
hauftible  refources,  it  ought  to  expect  greater  fear- 
city  and  more  numerous  inconveniencies. 


IV. 

An  increafe  of  population* 

<  The  poflibility  of  an  increafe  of  population,  from 
men  who  would  bring  their  induftry  with  them,  muft 
be  allowed;  as  alfo  from  emigrations  from  foreign 
colonies,  and,  indeed,  from  all  the  caufes  contended 
for.  But,  thofe  who  wifh  for  the  ceflion,  have  not 
perceived  that  it  would  not  expulfe  the  Spaniards 
from  the  country;  that  thefe  colonifts  and  proprietors 
refiding  in  Spain,  who  would  not  be  ftripped  of 
their  property  without  doubt,  poffefs  the  whole  of 
the  colony,  every  inch  of  which  is  granted.  The 
land  to  be  fettled  muft,  then,   be  firft  purchafed. 

Certainly  the,  price  of  it  would  be  very  moderate, 
efpecially  if  it  were  declared  that  each  manufacture 
mould  in  future  be  confined  to  a  fixed  extent,  and 
that  the  reft  mould  be  added  to  the  public  domains, 
if  not  fettled  or  fold  in  a  certain  fpace  of  time. 
However,    this    obfervation    militates    againft    the 
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pofllbility  of  giving  lands  to  the  colonifts  who  mould 
arrive  with  a  number  of  negroes,  and  indicates  the 
neceffity  fuch  colonifts  would  have  of  the  means  of 
purchafing,  and  that  of  coming  beforehand  to  make 
their  acquifitions  and  other  arrangements  previoufly 
to  the  arrival  of  their  negroes. 

It  appears,  befides,  that  the  effect  that  the  clearing 
of  new  lands  would  have  on  the  health  of  the  old  as 
well  as  new  colonifts  has  been  forgotten ;  this  effect, 
however,  is  always  very  fenfibly  felt  in  the  moft 
healthy  climates,  and  it  would  be  to  commit  a  moft 
inexcufable  error  to  leave  it  out  of  a  calculation  like 
the  prefent,  in  a  colony  under  the  torrid  zone,  where 
the  caufes  even  of  the  fertility  of  a  foil  covered  with 
trees  muft  have  a  pernicious  effect  on  the  lives  of  the 
firft  fettlers.  Whoever  has  ftudied  the  nature  of  the 
fettlements  in  the  Antilles,  muft  know,  that  it  is 
not  he  who  begins,  nor  even  his  immediate  fuc- 
ceflbr,  who  reaps  the  fruit  of  his  laborious  enter- 
prize. 

If  thefe  objections'  are  well  founded  as  to  the 
white  and  free  colonifts,  how  much  more  ftrongly  do 
they  apply  to  the  negroe  (laves,  who,  ftill  more 
clofely  fubjedted  to  the  influence  of  the  new- cleared 
lands,  and  obliged  to  vanquifh  every  obftacle  by 
their  own  efforts,  or  to  fink  in  the  attempt,  would 
not  fail  to  fall  the  victims  of  iuch  frequent  and  mul- 
tiplied caufes  of  deftruction. 
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V. 

An  augmentation  of  cultivation. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  moft  important  point  \ 
for  the  great  object  of  every  colony  being  to  provide 
the  mother  country  with  fuch  produce,  in  exchan- 
ge for  her  manufactures,  ,  as  fhe  mayaga  in  exchange 
with  other  nations,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  French 
colonies  of  the  Antilles,  which  fupply  articles  not 
produced  in  France,  muft  be  ufeful  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  their  cultivation. 

The  calculation  with  refpect  to  increafe  of  culture 
from  the  ceffion,  flands  on  falfe  ground.  Firil,  the 
annual  mortality  of  the  negroes  of  Saint-Domingo  has 
been  reckoned  at  no  more  than  a  thirtieth,  and  it  is 
certain  that  it  ought  to  be  a  twentieth.  This  pro- 
portion ought  not  even  to  be  attributed  to  the  treat- 
mentof  the  negroes,  becaufe  ifmifmanagementdeftroys 
fome  flaves,  there  are  fome  privileged  places  where 
the  climate  diminifhes  the  lofs,  fo  that  this  "proportion 
of  a  twentieth,  or  five  out  of  a  hundred,  may  be 
adopted  as  the  true  one. 

To  be  fully  convinced  of  the  moderation  of  this 
computation,  we  have  only  to  confider  the  mortality 
of  the  whites,  who  Cannot  be  effected  by  mifman- 
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agement;  this  is  at  the  rate  of  five  out  of  a  hundred 
at  leaft,  and  much  higher,  if  the  troops  are  included. 

Thus,  out  of  five  hundred  thoufand  French  ne- 
groes, which  is  the  number  we  may  now  reckon  at 
Saint-Domingo,  the  annual  fupply  for  deficiency  ought 
to  be  twenty-five  thoufand.  It  is  true,  that  in  thefe  twenty 
five  thoufand,  we  muft  include  thofe  born  in  the  co- 
lony, which  amount  to  a  fixtieth,  which  proportion, 
I  know,  might  be  augmented  by  a  regime  more 
favourable  to  the  condition  of  the  mothers,  fuch  as  is 
feen  on  habitations  where  the  births  fometimes  fupply 
the  deficiency  occafioned  by  the  deaths.  But,  on 
another  hand,  we  fee  that  thefe  twenty-five  thoufand 
new  negroes  are  not  a  certain  fupply  j  becaufe  the 
lenght  oi  time  neceffary  for  getting  them  in  Africa, 
the  voyage,  the  feafon  in  which  they  arrive,  all  have 
an  influence,  more  or  lefs,  on  the  difficulty  of  clima- 
ting them,  independent,  of  other  local  circurnftances. 

We  may,  then,  look  on  the  number  of  fixteen 
thoufand,  annually  required  in  the  French  part,  as 
below  rather  than  above  the  mark,  after  making  the 
balance  of  the  deaths  and  births. 

Following  this  proportion  for  the  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand negroes,  the  number  fuppofed  neceffary  for  the 
Spanifh  part,  we  fhall  find  the  bill  of  mortality  to 
amount  to  thirty  thoufand,  the  births  to  ten,  and, 
consequently,  the  fupply  to  twenty. 

Adding  thefe  fupplies  together,  fmce  we  are  fpea- 
king  of  an  augmentation  of  culture  and  fuppofing, 
furely,  that  the  French  part  is  net  to  be  abandoned 
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in  confequence  of  the  ceflion,  we  find  that  the  num- 
ber of  negroes,  to  be  obtained  annually,  amounts  to 
thirty  fix  thoufand.  This  number  may,  indeed,  be 
reduced  to  thirty  thoufand,  if  we  allow  that  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thonfand  negroes  might  be  transferred 
from  the  French  to  the  Spanifh  part. 

But  is  not  this  computation  of  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand negroes  for  the  Spanifh  part  evidently  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  extent  of  a  country,  containing  twice, 
at  leaft,  as  much  arable  land  as  the  French  part? 
Whoever  knows  the  territory  need  not  be  told  that 
it  might  furnifh  employment  for  fifteen  hundred  thou- 
fand negroes.  However,  to  avoid  a  charge  of  exag- 
geration, fuppofe  a  million  only  neceffary  ;  twice  as 
many  as  are  now  in  the  French  part  (which  itfelf  might 
employ  a  hundred  thoufand  more),  and  as  many  as 
are  in  all  the  French  colonies  put  together,  whence 
could  be  brought  fuch  an  immenfe  number  for  the 
firfb  flock,  and  afterwards  an  annual  fupply  of  thirty 
three  thoufand  ? 

Here  the  partifans  of  the  ceflion  point  to  each  par- 
cular  quarter  of  Africa,  and  to  Africa  altogether,  as 
if  naming  thefe  countries  could  draw  its  inhabitants  to 
Saint-Domingo  ;  but  this  is  the  objection  : 

Why,  in  the  moft  favourable  years  this  trade  has 
ever  known,  I  mean  fmce  the  peace  of  1783,  has  the 
annual  importation  to  Saint-Domingo  never  give  be- 
yond thirty  two  thoufand  and  fome  hundreds  ?  We 
have  feen  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  French  colony  in 
its  prefent  ftate  of  flave  population,  the  work  of  a  hun- 
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dred  and  thirty  years,  it  ftands  in  need  annually  of, 
at  leaft,  the  half  of  thefe  thirty  two  thoufand  recruits. 
There  would  then  remain  but  fixteen  thoufand,  with 
whom  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  begin  to  make  up  the 
required  million. 

Muft  I,  to  make  the  rnoft  favourable  fuppofitions 
to  the  opinion  that  I  combat  with  fincerity,  count 
that  two  hundred  thoufand  negroes  from  the  Wind- 
ward-Iflands  would  be  transferred  to  St-Domingo, 
and  that  their  ufualfupply  would  follow  them  thither  ? 
But,  there  yet  remain  eight  hundred  thoufand  to  be 
found; 'for  if  any  are  taken  from  the  French  part, 
they  muft  always  be  followed  by  their  proportion  of 
the  fupply  of  the  fixteen  thoufand  they  now   require, 
and  the  fixteen  thoufand  remaining  would  be   fifty 
years  in  producing  the  eight  hundred  thoufand  re- 
quired. 

We  fhall  without  doubt  be  brought  back  to  Africa 
again,  which  certainly  poiTefifes  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  negroes.  But  is  this  poffibility  fuffi- 
cient,  as  regarding  the  territory  ?  Does  it  double 
and  triple  the  fhips,  the  crews,  and  the  merchandifes 
for  the  trade,  in  fuppofing  that  the  Africans  mould 
ever  continue  in  the  ftate  they  now  are  ? 

Ought  we  not  to  recollect  here  what  I  have  faid 
of  the  little  effect  produced  by  the  fchedules  of  1786 
and  1789,  intended  to  bring  negroes  into  the  Spanifh 
colonies  ?  Let  any  one  look  on  the  poor  mean 
fituation  of  Trinidad,  fo  much  boafted  ofj  where 
emigrants  from  the  French  Windward-Iflands  flocked, 
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and  he  will  be  led  to  believe,  that  there  is  more  than 
one  thing  of  this  kind  to  be  counted  among  mere 
chimeras. 

To  give  every  advantage  to  the  fupporters  of  the 
ceffion,  I  (hall  fuppofe  that,  after  the  recruits  from 
the  other  iflands  and  from  the  French  part  of  Saint- 
Domingo,  there  remain  but  {evtn.  hundred  thoufand 
to  bring  from  Africa  -,  that  they  are  on  board  and 
have  crofled  the  fe.a.  Now,  ready  to  difcmbark  on 
the  ihore  of  the  Spanifh  part,  I  afk ;  who  has  prepared 
the  hundred  and  feventy  five  millions  of  dollars  to  pay 
for  them  ? 

Do  you  count  upon  a  troop  of  new  capitalifts  ? 
But,  they  muft  have,  befides,  enough  to  purchafe  the 
land  on  which  to  employ  this  fum,  and  if  there  be  a 
great  competition  between  the  cultivators,  the  price 
of  this  land  will  be  confiderable  enough  to  add  a 
good  deal  to  the  dollars  juil  mentioned.  Do  you 
reckon  upon  the  inhabitant,  who  has  abandoned  an 
ungrateful  foil  for  one  that  is  fertile?  But,  the 
giving  up  of  this  foil  is  itfelf  a  facrifice  ;  it  mult  ever 
be  accompanied  with  the  abandonment  of  the  im- 
provements" already  made,  buildings' already- conf- 
trudled,  together  with  many  -utenfils  and  others 
articles  of  too  cofty  conveyance,  and  which,  muft  be 
again  purchafed  for  the  new  establishment.  The 
mediocrity,  or  poverty,  that  has  obliged  him  to ,  quit 
his  former  place  of  refidence,  leaves  certainly  no 
room  to  fuppofe  that  he  is  come  with  a  fortune. 
Witt  this  emigrant  afk  credit  from  the  negro  mer- 
chant 
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chant  ?  The  captain,  or  agent,  who  reprefents  this 
merchant,  and  who  recollecls  that  the  perfon  who 
afks  for  credit  is  an  old  debtor,  who  has  long  ftrug- 
gled  againft  ill  luck,  will  furely  refufe  to  truft  him. 
Thus  the  negroes  would  remain  unfold,  and  if, 
againft  all  probability,  neceffity  mould  oblige  the 
merchant  to  part  with  them  under  every  rifk,  rather 
than  let  them  die  on  his  hands,  the  ruin  of  the  mer-- 
chants  would  be  for  France  fuch  a  lofs  as,  perhaps, 
the  employment  of  the  negroes  would  never  make 
up  for. 

Finally,  let  us  even  fuppofe  that  the  pecuniary 
means  of  obtaining  thefe  negroes  fhould  be  found, 
or  that  by  forne  fpeculation  or  other,  a  great  num- 
ber of  negroes  fhould  be  got  for  the  cultivation  of 
this  ceded  territory. 

How  can  one  help  ftarting  at  the  idea  of  beginning 
eftablifhments  on  it,  fince  it  may  with  truth  be  faid 
there  are  none  at  prefent  ?  Do  thofe  who  fpeak  of  it 
with  fuch  enthufiafm  know  what  clearing  of  land  is 
at  Saint-Domingo  ? 

Sometimes  it  is  neceffary  to  -go  to  many  leagues 
diftance  from  any  fettlement  whatever,  making  a  road 
as  one  advances,  in  a  country  where  nature  itfelf 
prefents  obftacles  at  every  ftep  to  the  conveyance  of 
every  thing  wanted  on  the  new  land.  The  culti- 
vator mull  arrive  here  provided  with  provifions  and 
tools.  He  begins  by  making  an  Ajowpa,  where  he 
puts  every  thing  pele-mele,  in  order  to  guard 
his  ftores  againft  the  weather  which  he  and  his  hands 
Vol.  II.  E  e 
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are  obliged  to  brave  for  many  a  day.  The  hut  muft 
be  placed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  water,  and  this 
alone  is  enough  to  prove,  that  its  fituation  is  not  al- 
ways the  moft  whole  Tome. 

The  ax  is  firfc  laid  to  the  trees  furrounding  the 
hut;  it  is  thus  that  thefe  polfeffors  of  the  land  arc 
paid  for  the  afylum  found  under  their  branches.  A 
fire  is  kindled  to  confume  thofe  enormous  trunks, 
one  day  to  be  regretted ;  at  lad  a  morfel  of  clear 
land  appears,  the  center  of  all  the  hopes  and  calcu- 
lations of  the  owner. 

If  he  has  plants  he  with  anxious  prayers  commits 
them  to  the  earth.  If  they  /ail,  he  fets  off  to  feek 
others.  Every  thing  is  carried  on  the  heads  of  the 
negroes,  a  part  of  whom  mufc  be  employed  to  reple- 
nish the  ftock  of  provifions,  which  the  plantation 
will  not  produce  for  a  long  time  yet  to  come.  The 
rains  render  the  roads  more  difficult,  the  over- 
flowings of  the  rivers  prevents  their  return  at  the 
appointed  time. 

The  moment  arrives  when  lodgings  muft  be  con- 
fcrucled,  which,  however  miferable  they  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  requires  time  and  labour.  The  negroes  wifh 
for  a  fpot,  to  be  their  property  and  the  fource  of 
their  humble  fare.  This  muft  be  cleared  in  common, 
and  there  is  fo  much  time  taken  from  fpeculative 
cultivation.  The  infects  attack  every  plant,  and 
deftroy  a  part  of  the  provifions,  render  a  more  fre- 
quent fupply  neceffary,  more  laborious  and  coftly. 
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The  land,  however,  becomes  clear,  the  fdrefl  re- 
cedes before  its  mailer  5    but  even  this  fuccefs  is  at- 
tended with  fatal  confequences.     The   more  fertile 
the  land  is,  the  thicker  is  the  wood,  and,  of  courfe, 
the  clearing  is  more  difficult.     The  air  on  this  land, 
newly  cleared  and  turned  up,  is   the  moil  dangerous 
that  man  can  breathe  :    its  effects  are  fo  much  the 
more  expeditiously  deftruclive   as,   in   a  country   at 
once  hot  and  humid,  the   contrail  between   the  days 
and  nights  is  very  great.     This  contrail  acts  on  the 
negroes,  fometimes  badly  clad,   and  ever  fubje<5t  to 
be  chilly  even  in  the  dog-day  heats.     Some  of  the 
negroes  fall  lick,  and  in  that  ilate  want  many  things 
neceffary  to  a  man  in  health,  deprived  of  the  help  of 
able  phyiicians  and  furgeons,  they   are  reduced  to  a 
ilruggle  between  their  natural  ilrength  and  the  well- 
known   force  of  the  climate.      This  circumftance, 
which  may  be  more  or  lefs  extenfive,  is  alfo  various 
in  its  effects,  becaufe  the  ficknefs  may  light  on  the 
workmen  more  than  on  thofe   employed  in  hufban- 
dry  }  and  if  their  ficknefs  is  a  great  evil,  let  any  one 
judge  of  that  of  their  death. 

When  a  planter  is  fo  happy  as  not  to  experience 
any  ferious  fickneffes  among  his  hands,  or  any  other 
fatal  accidents,  fuch  as  ufually  attend  a  new  cleared 
.  fpot  -,  an  eruptive  and  catching  difeafe  fometimes 
throws  all  hands  down  at  once,  and  labours  that  have 
been  combined  for  one  feafon  re  put  a  flop  to  by 


the  fucceeding  one. 
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Thus  the  days,  and  the  months  accumulate,  and 
after  a  considerable  lapfe  of  time  the  colonifl  finds 
himfclf  lefs  advanced  than  at  the  firft  day,  becaufe 
difguft  has  fejzed  on  him,  or  on  his  flaves.  Happy 
is  the  man  whom  a  robuft  education  has  formed  for 
fuch  a  life  !  He  who  takes  to  it  by  neceffity  is  con- 
tinually tormented  with  the  recollection  of  the  paft, 
and  if,  after  a  ten  years  ftruggle  againft  his  privations,, 
not  to  fay  againft  poverty,  he  conceives  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs,  how  far  is  he  yet  from  the  time  when  he  can 
hope  to  tafte  the  pleafures  of  eafe,  and  enjoy  the 
fruit  of  his  labours !  How  many  years  muft  pafs 
away  before  he  can  fay  he  has  done  any  thing  for 
'himfelf  ■,  for  this  is  not  till  long  after  his  induftry 
has  added  an  eftablilbment  to  thofe  of  the  colony, 
and  his  mite  to  the  riches  of  the  Hate.. 

But,  this  picture,  which  no  one  can  call  over- 
charged, is  that  of  a  fettlement  formed  on  a  fpot 
furrounded  with  lands  already,  in  fome  fort,  inhabit- 
ed ■,  where  there  are  roads  from  the  fhore  to  the 
neighbouring  fettiements;  where  other  plantations 
offer  the  new- comer  a  cover  in  their  buildings  or 
ftore-houfes  -,  where  friendmip,  generality,  and  co- 
lonial hofpitaiity,  afford  fuccour  of  every  kind,  more 
eipecialiy  in  cattle  of  draft,  in  workmen,  and  in  a 
multitude  of  other  articles  which  lend  wings  to  an 
eftabliihment  of  this  fort.  This  picture  is  of  a  coun- 
try where  the  number  of  new-fettlers  is  fmall,  where 
their  induftry  already  known  infpires  confidence  and 
commands  credit]  where  he  who  fcts  out  has  gene- 
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rally  for  a  partner  a  man  who  does  not  come  to 
partake  of  his  labour  and  difguft,  but  who  contributes, 
by  advances,  to  render  this  feafon  of  toil  and  care 
of  fhorter  duration.  In  fhort,  fettlements  are  now 
undertaken  to  augment  a  colony,  but  not  to  found 
one. 

Indeed,  what  example  can  be  cited  of  a  colony 
founded  all  at  once,  and  efpe dally  a  flave-colony  ? 
All  of  them,  not  excepting  that  of  French  Saint-Do - 
mingo,  have  been  the  (low  and  fuceffive  work  of  time. 
Cultivation  has  arrived  at  its  prefent  Hate,  by  little 
and  little.  It  is  in  advancing  from  the  circumference 
towards  the  centre  that  the  colonifts  have  furthered 
their  fuecefs ;  it  is  in  going  like  Free-Booters  to  feize 
on  laborious  negroes,  to  employ  them  on  the  French 
foil;  it  is  in  becoming  numerous,  that  they  have  been 
able  to  form  fuch  combinations  as  are  advantageous 
to  all  i  it  is  with  profits  already  made;  it  is  with  the 
advances  of  commerce,  and  above  all  with  an  age  of 
efforts,  in  a  climate  that  has  mowed  down  men  by 
thoufands,  that  at  laft  they  are  become  an  opulent 
people. 

Again,  let  one  fingle  example  be  cited  that  forms 
an  exception  to  this  rule,  and  that  has  been  fanctioned 
by  fuecefs.  If  we  will  but  remember  it,  the  colony 
of  Spanilh  Saint-Domingo  is  the  mofb  apt  as  well  as 
the  moil  terrible  example.  With  a  million  of  Indians 
it  was  the  aftonifhment  and  ought  to  be  the  admiration 
of  the  world,  at  leafr  as  to  its  riches.  But,  alas!  With 
thefc  unfortunate  wretches3.all  has. difappeared.  There 
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was,  however,  nothing  to  eflablifh,  but  only  to  keep 
up.  The  African  has  been  called  in  to  replace  the 
American,  but  the  latter  coft  nothing  but  the  trouble 
of fubjugating,  while  the  other  muft  be  brought; 
from  this  only  circumftance  all  has  fince  been  decay, 
and  the  negligence  of  the  Spanilh  government  has 
finifhed  what  the  thirft  for  gold  had  fo  horribly  begun. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that,  not  long  fince,  a  new  canton 
was,  in  fome  fort,  created  at  Plymouth  at  St-Domingo, 
in  the  dependence  of  Jeremy.  But,  when  the 
value  of  the  coffee  gave  the  idea  of  going  to  feek  it  in 
a  propitious  foil,  there  were  fettlements  already  formed 
at  Plymouth  by  a  few  patient  and  laborious  men, 
hardened  to  toil,  infenfible  to  the  moft  cruel  priva- 
tions, or  by  people  of  colour,  who  had  fupplied  by 
the  lenght  of  time  the  Want  of  energy  and  afiiflance  ; 
and  it  is  even  to  the  proofs  of  the  fecundity  of  the 
foil,  manifefted  by  thefe  firfb  effays,  that  thofe  who 
have  followed  them  in  fuch  numbers  are  owing.  And, 
as  I  before  obferved,  the  greateft  part  of  the  fettle- 
ments at  Plymouth  were  of  men,  who  had  already 
pecuniary  means,  among  which  I  count,  credit  j  and, 
if  any  one  will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  making 
inquiries  in  this  refpect,  he  will  foon  find  that  the 
prefent  poflefTors  are  not  the  firft,  who,  as  it  will 
almoft  always  happen,  experienced  nothing  but  the 
pain  and  trouble  infeparable  from  the  fate  of  the  firft 
fettler:     . .  /,., 

But,   finally,  where  has   it  ever  been  thought  of 
to  form  a  colony  all  at  once,   and  to  do  it  with  men 
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not  climated,  or  not  accuftomed  to  a  country  fuch 
as  is,  the  Spanifh  part,  at  this  moment.  Is  it  poffible 
that  men  mould  be  fo  miftaken  as  to  reafon  with 
regard  to  the  negroes  deflined  for  this  land,  as  if  they 
could  be  compared  to  thofe  now  in  the  French  part ! 
To  talk  of  the  mortality  at  a  twentieth !  of  a  fixtieth 
of  propagation,  and  of  no  longer  wanting  an  annual 
fupply  from  without !  Whatever  might  be  got  by 
trie  fix  hundred  thoufand  to  which  thefe  reafoners 
confine  themfelves,or  the  million  which  would  at  leaft 
be  wanted  in  a  country  almoft  naked,  without  roads, 
without  fhelter,  where  ajoupas  mult  be  confcru&ed 
for  the  march  of  a  regiment  3  their  definition  would 
be  frightful,  and  the  calculation  of  the  men  whofe 
afhes  has  fattened  the  land  in  the  French  part  of  Saint- 
Domingo  fince  1670,  would  furniih  a  proof,  which 
would  give  me  to  much  pain  in  the  producing. 

And  yet,  thefe  advocates  for  the  ceffion  would,  not 
as  was  done  at  firft  in  the  Antilles,  cultivate  ginger, 
tobacco,  and  indigo  -}  that  is,  produce  which  requires 
but  a  fmall  number  of  hands  to  obtain  a  profit  in  pro- 
portion to  that  number,  and  thus  arrive  gradually  at 
fugar-plantations ;  but  fuppreffing  almoft  all  thefe 
intermediate  degrees,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
double  the  number  of  the  lugar  plantations  in  the 
French  colony. 

Have  thefe  writers  a  correct  idea  of  a  iugar  eftab- 
lifhment,  capable  of  defraying  its  expences,  of  affor- 
ding a  j.uft  compenfation  for  the  fatigue  and  pains 
attending  it,   and  for  the  induftry  that  it  fuppofes  ? 
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•i^or,  if  they  talk  of  fuch  fugar  plantations  as  thofe 
now  in  the  Spanifh  part,  and  which,  fuch  as  they 
«sre,  have  coft  fome  pains,  they  mull  not  talk  of  an 
augmentation  of  culture. 

In  a  fugar  plantation,  worthy  of  that  name,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  conceive  the  fpace  that  there  mull  be- 
between  the  firft  day  of  clearing  the  land  and  that 
when  the  word  income  \^z.t  all  applicable.  The  dif- 
ficulties from  the  want  of  roads,  of  provifions,  are 
almoft  invincible  obftacles.  To  dig  the  holes  for 
the  canes,  there  muft  be  negroes,  ftrong,  vigorous, 
and,  confequently,  climated;  to  turn  the  fmalleft  mill, 
eoftly  animals ,  and  thefe  muft  have  care  -,  for ,  the 
conftruclion  of  a  water  mill  requires  an  affemblage  of 
things  not  always  at  hand. 

The  better  to  judge  of  what  muft  take  place,  from 
the  moment  when  he,  who  has  conceived  the  project 
of  having  a  fugar  plantation,  points  with  his  finger 
to  the  firft  tree  to  be  felled,  till  the  time  when  the 
plantation  produces  annually  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  white  or  clayed  fugar,  I  Ihall  here 
give  a  lift  of  what  ought  to -compote  it,  when  arrived 
at  the  laft  mentioned  term., 
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1,  At  leaft  a  hundred  carreaux  of  land,  two  thirds 
in  cane,  the  reft  for  provifions,  or  left  in  fa* 
vanas,  in  roads,  or  in  divifions  between  the 
pieces  of  cane,  &c. 
2..  About  a  hundred  mules. 

3,  Two  hundred  negroes,  compofed  and  diftributed 
in  the  following  order. 
120.  Labourers. 
34.  Children. 

1 6.  Old  or  infirm,   fome  of  whom  do  tri- 
fling things. 
3Q.  Workmen/Servants,  Herdfman,  Guar- 
dians of  the  provifion  land,  &c. 


200. 


Of  the  hundred  and  twenty  labourers,  fifteen  rnuft 
always  be  reckoned  at  the  hofpital,  where  the  matters 
have  the  humanity  to  fend  flich  as  want  repofe  only. 

Of  the  hundred  and  five  remaining,  eighty  only 
will  be  able  to  dig  the  holes  for  the  canes,  the  others 
will  be  fit  for  planting,  hoeing,  &c. 

During  the  harveft,  there  are  feven  negroes  em- 
ployed in  an  ordinary  fugar  houfe,  fix  in  boiling  the 
iyrop,  or  fometimes  even  eight  (according  to  the 
number  of  thefe  negroes,  who  are  fick),  to  fet  the 
forms,  warn  them,  and  clay  the  fugar. 

J  The  feeding  of  the  mill  requires  two  negro  women  -, 
three  negroes  to  carry  the  canes  from  the  mill-yard 
to  the  cane-box  near  the  rollers,  a  mill-driver,  two 
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young  negroes  to  clean  the  coppers  and  difengage 
the  trafhes  and  four  negro  women  to  carry  them, 
to  the  trafh-houfe  each  of  which  ties  in  her  turn. 

If  there  be  but  one  teach,  one  burner  is  fufficient ; 
if  two  teaches,  two.  Befides,  three  trafh- carriers  for 
a  teach  and  four  for  two. 

One  negro  to  heat  the  hot-houfe. 

Three  cane-carts  take  eight  other  negroes. 
There  are  then  :     , 

At  the  boiling  houfe  ,  1 1 

At  the  mill,  12 

1  At  the  ftoke-holes ,  6 

At  the  carts ,  8 


47 


Of  the  fifty  eight  negroes  remaining,  fourty  four 
are  cane  cutters  and  fourteen  binders,  and  they 
muft  prepare  in  the  morning  canes  to  make  from  fifty 
too  hundred  forms(conical  pans);  for  in  the  afternoon 
they  hoe  or  do  fome  other  kind  of  work. 

With  refpect  to  the  thirty  artificers,  fervants  or 
guardians,  they  are  thus  diftributed  : 
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3 

Coopers. 

2 

Carpenters. 

3 

Mafons. 

4 

Herdfmen. 

4- 

Provifion-grounds  Guardians, 

I 

Woman  hofpital  keeper. 

2 

Coachmen. 

3 

Wafherwomen. 

2 

Cook  and  fcullicm. 

2 

Foot-men. 

2 

Female  fervants. 

I 

Houle  -keeper. 

I 

Poulterer. 

30 

This  fugar  plantation  requires,  befides,  buildings 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  whether 
dwelling  houfes,  or  buildings  for  the  different  pro- 
ceffes  of  the  manufacture  -y  it  muft  have  canals,  fewerSj, 
horfes,  cows,  fheep,  &c. 

Who  would  not  be  feared  at  this  long  lift,  one 
article  of  which  cannot  be  retrenched  j  and  if  we 
confider  the  time  neceffary  to  make  each  individual 
mafter  of  his  employment,  and  for  each  part  to  take 
its  proper  play  in  the  movement  of  the  grand  and 
fine  machine,  we  fhall  have  an  idea  of  what  thofe 
fpeculative  men,  working  on  paper,  can  retrench  from 
duration  in  order  to  arrive  at  brilliant  deductions. 

And  it.  is  believed  that  an  immenfe  furface  caa 

F  f  2 


iig  .  Defer iptton  of  the 

be  Covered  with  eftablifh'ments  like,  or  analogous  to 
this  !  or,  at  leaft,  it  is  propofed  to  double  the  pro- 
duce of  the  French  colony  !  When  the  manufacture, 
of  which  we  hav^  here  given  an  imperfect  fketch, 
gives  feven  -per  cent  intereft  of  its  value,  which 
amounts  at  leaft  to  a  million  of  French  livres,  it  is  a 
rate  which  there  is  no  wife  proprietor  would  wifti  to 
accept  of  as  ait  average  product,  and  after  fuch  an 
eftabliihment  has  been  begun  above  fifty  years, 
within  reach  of  all  the  means  and  of  affiftance  of 
every  kind. 

I  know  one  of  this  kind  of  plantations,  near  Leo- 
gane,  fituated  extremely  favourably  for  carriage  of 
every  fort,  the  furniihing  of  which  began  in  1750, 
by  a  flock  feventy-eight  male  and  female  negroes 
climated,  or  accuftomed  to  the  country.  In  1787, 
the  proprietor  had  bought,  fince  1750,  two  hundred 
and  fifty-five  other  negroes,  of  both  fexes  and  of  all 
ages,  and  in  this  lapfe  of  time  there  were  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  negroes  born  on  the  plantation  •>  not** 
withftanding  all  this,  the  plantation  contained,  at  the 
end  of  thefe  thirty-feveh  years,  no  more  than  two 
hundred  and  three  negroes  in  all.  Here,  then,  is  -a 
iofs  of  nearly  four  times  the  original  flock. 

Yet,  five  out  of  a  hundred'  is  all  that  is  allowed 
for  lofs  in  the  Spaniih  part !  Is  it  forgotten,  that, 
when  iupplies  of  negroes  are  thus  taken  by  confider- 
able  purchafes  at  once,  the  lofs  is  immenfe,  and  that 
.  it  has  an  influence-even  on  the  climated  Hack  ?  How 
would  it  be  then, -if  this  flock  were  little  better  than 
a  fnppiy  taken  all  at  once  J   Is  it  remembered,   that 
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it  hardly  ever  happens  that  negroes,  already  attached 
to  a  plantation,  can,  without  going  out  of  the  fame 
quarter,  be  transferred  to  another  plantation,  with- 
out experiencing  a  remarkable  diminution  ?  A  negro 
is  a  man,  a  moral  being  fufceptible  of  affections  like 
all  other  men,  but  much  more  warped  by  habit  than 
any  other.  The  change  of  place  fcems  to  him  as 
cutting  him  off  from  what  he  is  accuftomed  to  look 
upon  as  a' part  of  himfelf.  He  is  identified  with  his 
cabin,  his  garden ;  he  has  contracted  connections  in 
the  neighbourhood,  in  the  quarter,  and  fometimes 
even  in  the  town,  to  the  market  of  which  he  carries 
every  funday  his  little  harveft  of  herbage.  A  more 
lively  fentiment,  love,  for  every  being  is  fubject  to 
its  power,  has  perhaps  places  at  a  little  diftance  from 
his  cabin,  the  object  which  is  the  univerfe  for  him. 
Perhaps,  it  is  here  that  he  goes,  when  he  can,  to 
enjoy  the  pleafures  of  a  father.  And  it  is  believed 
that  all  thefe  ties,  all  thefe  relations,  are  to  be  rent 
afunder  without  one  ftruggle  of  his  foul,  when  he  is 
led  to  a  new  land,  and  when  he  is  offered,  as  the  only 
compenfation  for  all  he  has  loft,  more  painful  la- 
bours and  more  numerous  privations  !  The  ieafr 
thing  in  the  world  will  plunge  the  negroes  of  a  plan- 
tation thus  transferred  into  difcontent,  whence  comes 
every  evil  that  this  malady  of  the  mind  can  produce, 
even  death. 

To  whom  foe  ver  knows  what  a  flave  colony  is, 
not  one  of  the  arguments,  oppofing  thofe  of  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  ceffion,  will  not  appear  folid,  and  to 
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which  I  could  not  add  proofs  and  confequences  that 
cannot  enter  into  a  work  of  this  kind.  But,  fuppo- 
fing,  againft  all  probability,  that  the  negroes  necef- 
iary  for  cultivating  the  Spanifh  part  might  be  found, 
no  matter  where  or  how ;  there  muft  be,  to  bring 
this  cultivation  to  the  fame  perfection  as  that  of  the 
French  part,  it  will  require  a  fpace  of  time  the  triple 
of  that  paflfed  away  fince  the  French  have  inha- 
bited Saint-Domingo  j  that  is  to  fay,  about  five 
hundred  years. 


V  I. 


An  augmentation  cf  commerce. 

If  as  I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  "fhown,  an  augmenta- 
tion of  culture  is  ideal,  the  confequences  deduced 
in  favour  of  commerce  is  neceffarily  problematical. 

It  will  appear  clear  to  every  found  judgment, 
that  the  objection  cited  by  the  advocates  of  the 
ceffion,  and  which  is  founded  on  the  great  death 
of  negroes,  and  low  price  of  the  colonial  produce, 
has  not  been  folidly  refuted. 

Undoubtedly  there  is  a  fort  of  equilibre  between 
the  two  values,  that  of  the  negro  and  that  of  the  co- 
lonial produce  -,  but  can  nothing  deflroy  it  ?  Is  it 
believed,  that  the  number  of  confumers  increafes 
always  with  the  thing  to  "be  confumed  ?    It  may  be 
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reafonably  fuppofed,  that  fugar,  coffee,  and  indigo 
are  not  yet  wtthin-the  reach  of  all  thofe  who  might 
be  brought  to  make  ufe  of  them  ;  but,  is  it  certain 
that  three  hundred  millions  of  livres  worth  could 
be  fold,  or  even  to  the  amount  of  half  that  mm, 
more  than  at  prefent,  and  what  would  the  Spanim  ter- 
ritory furnifh,  calculated  only  according  to  ,the  pro- 
duel:  of  the  French  part  ? 

It  mull  be   confidered,  that  the   number  of  con- 
Turners   of  colonial   produce,  is   not   relative  to  its 
.  pecuniary  value  alone  j  this  value,  however  excludes 
every  one  not  in  a  fituation  to  buy  it,  but  there  is 
befides  the  expence  of  the  carriage  from   the  thing 
port.     Now,  this  expence  is  independant  of  the  in- 
trinfic  value  of  the  thing  carried,  or  rather,  when  the 
carried   requires   prefervative  care,  as   does   colonial 
produce,  it  muft  be  the  greater.     For  the  confumers 
to  augment  beyond  a  certain   proportion,  the  price 
of  the  article  muft  fall.     If  this  happens  juft  when 
the  price  of  negroes  muft  inevitably  rife,  the  equi- 
libre  no  longer  vexifts.     There  will  be   no    longer 
the  means  of  purchafing  negroes,   becaufe  there  will 
be    no     longer    an    advantageous   market    for     the 
produce  •,  and  if  it  be  true  that  he  who  is  at  anchor 
with  a  cargo  of  negroes,  cannot  delay  the    fale   of 
them  beyond  a    certain  time,  becaufe   they   would 
periih,  it  is  as  true  that  he  who  finds  himfelf  un- 
der fuch  a   neceffity,  or  forefees    it,  will   -fend    no 
more  veflels  to  the  coaft  of  Africa.     So  that,  here 
is  neither   augmentation  of  culture  nor   commerce. 
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What,  then,  are  we  to  conclude  from  the  anfwers 
I  have  attempted  to  the  fix  proportions  in  favour  of 
the  ceffion  ?  This  only,,  that  the  project  of  making 
fuch  an  addition  to  the  French  part,  a  projecl:  that 
feduces  at  firft  view,  would  not  in  reality  be  of  the 
lean:  advantage  to  the  latter,  nor  to  France  in  ge- 
neral. Its  execution  would  be  attended  with  innur 
merable  difficulties;  it  would  be  the  work  of  a  long 
fucceffion  of  ages,  if  ever  it  ihould  be  realized,  and 
France  would  be  loaded  with  nothing  but  lofs,  by  the 
expences  of  government  that  the  new  fubjects  would 
require,  who  would  preferve  their  lands  and  continue 
to  inhabit  on  them.  So  that,  wanting  an  adminiftra- 
tion,  however  low  we  may  put  it  at,  no  lefs  could  be 
expended  on  it  than  is  at  prefent*  and  befides,  per- 
haps a  more  vigilant  police  would  be  neceflary,  and 
a  ftrengthening  of  other  parts  of  the  public  authority 
which  conflitutes  a  government. 

In  place  of  purfuing  this  chimera,  let  the  French 
zealoufly  employ  themfelves  in  carrying  their  own 
colony  to  the  highefr.  degree  of  perfection  and  uti- 
lity that  it  can  attain,  as  it  is  yet  fufceptible  of  an 
immenfe  inereafe  by  the  fettling  of  the  plain  of  Ar- 
tibonite,  of  the  fouth  part,  which,  defpifed  till  towards 
1750,  has  yet,  more  than  forty  years  fince,  but  an 
imperfect  beginning.  Let  them  recollect,  that  a 
hundred  ^nd  fifty  thoufand  negroes  more  would 
find  ufeful  employment  in  their  colony,  and  that, 
obtained  fucceffively,  and  diftributed  on  land  al- 
ready  cleared;    coming    by    way    of  fupplies    on  - 

plantations 
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plantations  already  formed,  and  where  a  certainty 
of  fubfiftence  and  proper  care  await  them,  to  protect 
them  againft  the  dangers  which  their  change  threat- 
ens them  with  j  put  in  movement  on  a  manufacture 
all  the  foundations  of  which  are  laid,  where  there  is 
a  whole  the  effect  of  which  muft  ever  be  favoured, 
they  would  certainly  produce  a  fenfible  augmentation 
of  product.  This  augmentation  would  even  be 
proportionally  above  the  number  of  negroes  added 
to  the  totality  of  thofe  already  at  work,  becaufe  the 
expence  of  their  purchafe  would  be  almoft  the  only 
one  they  would  occafion  in  the  manufacture. 

The  French,  in  place  of  exercifing  their  imagina- 
tion on  fuch  diftant  objects  as  this  ceiTiojij  fhould 
'  bend  all  their  attention  to  the  perfectioning  of  the 
culture  in  their  own  part.  Let  them  ftudy  what 
may  be  moft  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  their 
negroes,  of  thofe  valuable  beings,  under  whatever 
point  of  view  they  are  examined,  even  under  that  of 
the  matter's  intereft,  fmce  the  fweat  of  their  brow 
rewards  his  induftry  with  the  pleafures  of  eafe.  Let 
a  mild  and  protecting  fyftem  redound  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  flave  as  well  as  the  proprietor  \  tak- 
ing as  a  model  the  examples  multiplied  in  the  co- 
lony for  twenty  years  part  3  let  them  combine  the 
management  of  colonial  manufacture,  fo  that  the 
negro  may  there  find  all  the  fum  of  happinefs  that 
is  proper  for  him,  in  extracting  from  this  happi- 
nefs, a  profit  for  the  colonifts  themfelves. 
Vol.    IL  G-g 
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Let  it  be  well  remembered,  that  this  plan  is  much 
better  than  the  foolifh  ambition  of  imitating  Spain, 
who  believes  that  a  prince  is  rich  when  he  can  Wretch 
his  eye  over  vaft  domains,  though  they  fhould  be 
fterile  or  neglected. 

In  all  that  I  have  faid,  I  have  faid  not  a  word  about 
the  compenfation  that  Spain  would  require,  and  that 
could  not  be  refufed.  This  compenfation,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  could  be  in  money  only  -,  for  as  to  the 
exchange  of  Guadaloupe,  it  could  never  take  place. 
We  muft  no  longer  believe  that  princes  have  a  right 
to  cede  thofe  whom  they  call  their  fubjects,  and  whom 
they  have  been  accuftomed  to  look  upon  as  a  fort  of 
private  property.  Thofe  days  of  ftupid  debafement, 
when  fuch  an  opinion  excited  no  furprife,  are  now 
parTed.  The  cowardly  and  fkameful  oefiion  of  Loui- 
siana is  an  eternal  record  of  accufation  againft  the 
minifter,  culpable  enough  to  make  a  gift  of  French- 
men without  their  approbation  :  What  do  I  fay  r" 
againft  their  will,  and  in  fpite  of  their  affection  for 
their  country !  Some  of  them  died  the  death  of 
•felons  and  mifcreants,  but  their  blood  will  for  ever 
cry  our  againft  thofe  who  fhail  dare  to  believe,  that 
Frenchmen  are  to  be  fold  like  cattle.  (*)-. 

If  France  wifh.es  for  more  territory,  if  fhe  wifh.es 
at  once  another  colony  and  the  means  of  adding  to 
the  riches  and  population  of  thofe  fhe  now  poiTefTes, 

(*).  I  boaft  of  being  married  to  a  Louifianefe,  whofe  father 
and  uncle  were  among  thefe  honourable  fufferers. 
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it  is  Louifiana  that  me  ought  to  claim ;  Louifiana, 
where  twenty  five  years  of  foreign  domination  have 
not  made  the  inhabitants  forget  that  they  are  French. 
The  forefts,  flocks  and  herds  that  may  be  multiplied 
to  infinity,  dffer  exactly  what  the  fugar-colonies 
ftand  in  need  of.  Here  would  be  found  what  thofe 
colonies  are  now  obliged  to  folicit  from  foreigners, 
who  carry  on  a  trade  of  difavantageous  balance  for 
the  colonifts,  leaving  them  but  an  indifferent  fuppiy, 
and  ftripping  them  of  their  money. 

And  why  mould  France  be  lefs  precaucious  or  le-fs 
enlightened  than  England  ?  Let  her  obferve  the  con- 
duct of  this  power.  Seeing  a  future  poilibility  of 
lofing  her  fugar-colonies,  by  fome  event  or  other 
that  might  deprive  her  of  the  proprety  or  the  products 
of  them,  her  commercial  genius  has  found  out  a  com- 
peniation  for  the  future  in  an  advantage  fhe  now 
enjoys. 

The  vaft  extent  of  the  United-States  of  America 
(the  pompous  title  of  fovereignity  over  which  has  been 
torn  from  her)  appeared  extremely  proper  to  confole 
her  for  what  an  inordinate  felf-love  made  her  lofe,  and 
for  what  the  lofs  of  her  colonies  may  {till  add  to  her 
misfortunes.  In  confequence  of  which,  fhe  has  made 
it  a  principal  object  of  her  policy,  to  grafp,  by  her 
agents,  her  loans  and  advances,  the  commerce  of  alt 
the  Earlern  part  of  the  new  empire  j  and,  acting  with 
a  degree  of  artfulnefs  which  one  cannot  help  admiring, 
fhe  has  feized  on  almoft  all  the  product  of  this  im- 
menfe  portion,  without   being  obliged,  as  formerly, 
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to  defray  the  expences  of  its  government,  or  to  yield 
it  protection  in  time  of  war. 

Canada,  the  Ifland  of  Saint- John,  and  Nova  Scotia, 
wrenched  from  France  in  a  difaflrous  war,  now  ferve 
England  as  a  point  of  ftrentgh  as  well  as  obfervation, 
near  a  neighbour  who  cannot  be  put  in  the  rank  of 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  'till  armed  with  a  warlike 
navy.  So  that  the  United- States  have  to  fear  an 
attack  behind,  while  the  very  rumour  of  a  naval  force 
fhould  block  up  their  ports,  deftroy  them  without 
needing  to  fet  foot  on  fhore.  They  will  therefore  be 
obliged  a  long  time  to  wiih  for  peace,  being  totally 
incapable  of  carrying  on  a  war  to  render  them  as  in- 
dependent on  the  ocean  as  they  are  in  their  own  ter- 
ritory. 

Thus  every  occafion  and  circumftanoe  has  been 
taken  advantage  of  by  England,  to  turn  to  her  profit 
not  only  the  errors  fhe  had  committed,  but  alfo  what 
fhe  fears  from  the  effect  of  time,  which  may  bring  with 
its  events  that  may  change  the  political  fyftem  of  the 
whole  world. 

What  Great  Britain  has  done  is  an  example,  or 
rather  a  lefibn  that  France  ought  to  be  reproached  for 
not  having  already  profited  from.  If  fhe  would  but 
•can:  an  attentive  look  over  Louifiana,  fhe  would  at 
once  fee  what  reafon  and  wifdom  prefcribe.  All  the 
Weftern  part  of  the  United-States  wants  an  ufeful 
out-let  for  its  productions,  it  feems  to  call  for  an  in- 
duftrious  power,  capable  of  teaching  it,  and  of  pro- 
curing it  the  means  of  augmenting  its  productions  and 
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its  riches.  The  Mifiifiipi  offers  its  propitious  waters 
for  this  communication  fo  reciprocally  advantageous, 
and  Louifiana  prefent,itfelf  as  the  protecting  point  in- 
tended as  a  balance  againft  the  influence  of  Canada. 
It  is  this  valuable  province,  that  ought  to  fave  France 
from  the  mortification  of  feeing  her  rival  enjoy  exclu- 
fively  the  advantages  which  me  herfelf  would  have 
partaken  of,  had  not  a  minifter,  celebrated  for  every 
kind  of  prodigality,  been  refolved  that  the  cefllon  of 
Louifiana  fhould  form  one  of  the  features  of  his  ad- 
miniftration. 

Spain,  if  fhe  underftands  her  true  interefts,  muft 
look  on  the  reftitution  of  Louifiana  to  France  (from 
which  it  has  never  been  lawfully  feparated)  as  a  real 
advantage  to  herfelf.  This  advanced  poll  is  more  fit, 
in  every  refpect,  for  the  French  5  and  thefe  truths 
are  fo  evident,  the  reafons  on  which  they  are  founded 
fo  clear,  that  to  attempt  to  develop  them  would  be 
to  go  over  the  firft  elements  of  European  policy. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  word  to  thofe  who  wifh  for 
the  ceflion.  Are  thefe  gentlemen  lure  that  the  Spanim 
colonifts  would  prefer  the  French  domination  ?  An$ 
if  the  contrary  fhould  happen,  and  if,  profiting  of  an 
option  which  it  would  be  barbarous  to  refufe,  they 
fhould  quit  this  land  to  go  to  another  and  mourn  for 
the  lofs  of  their  country,  what  would  then  become 
of  the  fubfiftence  they  now  afford  the  French  part, 
and  the  force  they  prefent  againft  the  common 
enemy  of  the  two  nations  ? 

Perhaps  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  this  fubjeel:,  but 


£gS  •"  T)efcription  of  the 

it  appeared  to  me  indifpeniably  neceiTary  to  put  an 
end  to  a  queftion  already  often  renewed,  and  which 
might  leave  fome  minds  in  doubt. 

The  only  wife  plan  for  the  French  to  purfue,  is, 
to  leave  the  Spaniards  in  their  prefent  pofTeffions,  and 
to  excite  them,  by  the  example  of  their  profperous 
induftry,  to  an  endeavour  to  emerge  from  their  lan- 
guid fcate.  Energy  is  all  that  is  wanted  for  them  to 
find,  in  their  foil  and  the  railing  of  their  cattle,  a 
remedy  againft  the  poverty  that  furrounds  them.  I 
have  cited  fome  traits,  which  prove  that  the  Spanifh 
government  has  at  laft  found  that  it  had  too  long 
nepdecled  the  advantages  to  be  drawn  from  its  colo- 
nies,  and  this  is  a  good  Hep  towards  an  improve- 
ment of  the  colonifts.  The  two  nations'  may  emu- 
late without  rivaling  each  other,  and  this  is  what 
perfectly  accords  with  the  interefts  of  both. 

I  have,  for  rnftance,  took  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
bees,  and  I  mud  add  here,  they  might  yet  be  a 
confiderable  refource  for  the  Spanifh.  colony, 

In  a  country  where  nature  ever  fmiles,  where  the 
frolt  of  winter  never  comes  to  interrupt  the  current 
,$>f  her  bounties,  where  the  ground  is  continually 
covered  with  fruits  and  flowers,  the  fubfmxnce  of  the 
bees  is  always  abundant,  and  their  ftores,  of  courfe, 
very  confiderable.  In  the  woods,  the  nectar  of  the 
ufeful  palm-tree  offers  them  a  treafure  which  they 
feek  with  avidity,  and  as  foon  as  the  hand  of  man 
has  fet  its  mark  on  the  foil,  and  let  full  the  grain  of 
the  Indian- corn,  fa  abundant  under  the  torrid  zone, 
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the  bee  is  fure  foon  to  find  a  delectable  juice  in  its 
flower. 

The  Spanifh  part  has  already  without  the  leafl  care, 
more  honey  than  the  whole  ifland  can  confume.  It 
is  fent  in  barrels  into  the  French  colony,  where  it  is 
retailed  at  the  moderate  price  of  ten  pence  fterling  a 
quart.  But,  what  would  really  be  a  branch  of 
commerce,  is,  the  wax,  pretty  great  quantities  of  which 
are  now  brought  into  the  French  part,  where  it  is 
fold  in  cags,  and  at  a  price  that  would  foon  render 
wax  candles  cheaper  than  thofe  of  tallow,  while  there 
would  be  no  fear  of  wanting  the  latter  or  of  paying 
for  them  at  an  exorbitant  price  in  time  of  wan 
How  many  other  means  might  the  Spanifh  coionifts 
employ  to  their  abundant  advantage,  if  they  were 
permitted  ! 

As  for  thofe  of  the  French  part,  let  them  be  con- 
tent with  their  lot  where  induftry  has  more  than 
balanced  the  numerous  local  advantages  of  their 
neighbours  -,  let  them  think  thernfclvcs  happy  in  the 
quiet  pofTefTion  of  the  French  part  of  Saint  Domingo, 
the  richeft  mine  of  the  New  World,  which  I  am  now 
going  to  defcribe  to  my  indulgent  reader. 


End  of  thefecond  and  lafi  volume  of  the  Defcripion  of 
the  Sfanijh  part. 
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Juflice,  18.  —  Civil  adminiitration  of  the  colony,  18.  — 
*  That  of  the  finances,  77.  —  That  of  the  French  colonies 
has  borrowed  much  from  that  of  Spanifh  Saint-Domingo, 
99. — See   Government  ;    InfpeSlor  general  y  Rejtdence. 

Admiral.  (High)  of  the  Indies.  An  office  created  for  Columbus, 
II,  10.  —  Yet  held  by  his  defcendance,   10. 

Adventurers.  A  medley  of  individuals,  from  almoft  all  the  nations 
of  Europe,  I,  i  5/  the  Hiftorical  Abridgment. 

Africa.  Should  prefent  the  means  of  cultivating  the  Span  ifh  part 
of  the  ifland,  II,  195. —  Objections  to  this  opinion 
214.  —  Reafons  which  oppofe  that  it  could  procure  meri 
neceffary  for  the  cultivation  of  the  Spanifh  part,  215. 

Aguilon.  An  inhabitant  of  Vega  tranfports  and  plants  the  fugar 
cane  there,  I,  303. 

Air.  Influence  of  the  wind  on  the  qualities  which  cqmpofe  it,  I, 
16. 

Alcabela.  (Impoft  of.)  The  officers  of  the  Inquifition  are  fubjeclto 
it,  II,  49.  — The  officers  of  the  Crufade  muft  pay  it, 
52.  —  It  is  at  prefent  fixed  at  two  and  a  half  per  centum, 
80.  —  When  it  had  been  eftablifhed,  79.  —  The  things 
which  are  fubjedled  to  it,  80. 

Alcade-Major.  There  is  one  at  St.  Yago,  I,  243. — There  is  only 
one  at  Spanifh  Saint  Domingo,  I,  6g. 

Alcades  of  the  Prifons.  Who  appoints  them  II,  7 1  .—Their  du- 
ties, 76. 

Alcades  (Ordinary).  II,  26,  6g. — Their  functions,  their  appoint- 
ment, 70. — They  cannot  be  profecuted  before  the  royal 
court  in  the  firft  inftance  for  a  civil  matter,  71.— -They 
nominate  Alguazils,  71.— See  Juftice. 

Aldermen.  They  term  themfelves  Regidors>  II,  69.— Their 
number,  functions,  69,  70,-  71. 

H  h-2 
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AJguazil  of  the  Country.     II,  7 1 .      I 

Alguazil-Maj  or   of  Cities.     They    choofe   their  lieutenants,  II, 

71. — They  appoint  Alcades   of  country   and   Alcades 

cf  prifons,  71. 
Alguazil-Maj  or  of  the  Royal  Court.    His  duties  and  privileges,  II, 

32. —  He  names  the  Keepers  of  prifons,  33. — 
Alta-Gratia.     One  of  the  names  of  the  city  ofHiguey,  I,    165 

Alta-Vele.  A  fmall  ifland  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Saint  Domingo,  I, 
310. — Thus  named  by  Columbus,  310. — Why,  310. 

Amina.     Chapel  of  eafe,  I,  243. 

Analyjis.     See  Mineral  Waters. 

Angelina.     Chapel  of  eafe  of  Cotuy,  I,  224. 

Animals.  Thofe  of  the  colony,  I,  66. — They  fuffered  five  hun- 
dred cows  to  be  killed  for  the  fake  of  their  hides,  66. — 
Their  price  in  the  beginning,  66. — How  they  divide 
and  diftinguifh  them,  68. — They  are  almoft  the  only 
objeft  of  commerce  among  the  Spaniards,  74,  jj, — II, 
99. — The  tribute  they  furnifh,  I,  74. — They  were 
deftroyed  for  the  hide,  75. — Saint  Domingo  formerly 
fent  fome  to  other  colonies,  139. — Thofe  they  find  in 
the  breakers,  216. — The  breeding  of  cattle  nearly  oc- 
cupies all  Vega-Real,  253. — The  plains  contiguous 
to  the  French  territory  are  only  employed  to  raife 
them,  279. — They  thrive  better  in  the  plain  of  Ba- 
nique  than  in  that  of  Saint  John,  281.— They  are  fub- 
jetted  to  a  tax  for  the  permiffion  of  conducting  them 
into  the  French  part  of  the  ifland,  II,  83. — Their  price, 
102. — What  could  be  their  confumption  among  the 
French,  137. — The  Spanilh  ox,  150. — Difproportion 
between  the  number  of  cows  and  bulls,  1 5 1 . — Re- 
proaches to  the  oxen  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
152. — Value  of  the  different  animals,  152. — In  what 
view  Spain  had  diminifhed  the  right  of  exporting  from 
fome  of  her  own  colonies,  161. — The  necelfity  to  which 
it  is  fuppofed  their  diminution  fhould  reduce  the  French 
part,   162. — Their  number  in  the  Spanilh  part,  their 
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increafe,  their  reproduction,  163. — precautions  taken 
to  prevent  the  fale  of  thofe  which  are  ftolen,  177. — See 
AJes,  Horfe,  Mule. 

Anfe-a-Grapin.     Its  fituation,  latitude  and  longitude,  I,  77. 

Anfes-a-Pitre.  Term  of  the  limits  of  the  two  colonies  to  the 
fouthward,  I,  xxix,  78. — Extent  which  bears  this 
name,  80. — River  of  this  name,  80. — They  ferve  as  an 
afylum  to  Englifh  fhips,  80. 

Antilles.  Saint  Domingo  is  one  of  the  four  great  Antilles,  I,  1 . — ■ 
Opinion  of  BufFon  refpedting  them,  6,  7. — Opinion  of 
others  concerning  thofe  ifles,  6. — They  have  been 
overflowed  by  the  fea,  7. — Their  direction,  7. 

Apothecary.     II,  86. — Should  undergo  examination,  97. 

Appeal.     II,    19,  72.. 

Archbi/bop.  Of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  1 2 1  .—The  firft  was  the  fifth 
Bifhop  of  Saint  Domingo,  122. — Saint  Domingo  already 
counts  thirty-five,  122.— His  fuffragans,  122. — Takes 
the  title  of  Primate  of  the  Indies,  122. — His  revenue, 
122. — His  importance,  122. — The  oath  which  he  takes 
before  he  difcharges  the  duties  of  his  function,  II, 
40. — Seat  of  his  xefidence,  40.— Keeps  an  Ordinary  and 
has  rights  on  the  chapter,  41. —When  he  may  fend  an 
ecclefiaftic  to  Spain,  42.-— He  mull  make  diocefian 
vilits  and  form  fynods,  45. — The  nomination  of  the 
parfons  belongs  to  him,  45.— His  honours  at  public 
ceremonies,  62.-*-His  claims  among  the  French,  6$. 

Arcbhijhoprick.  That  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  121. — They  had  made 
one  of  Xaragua,  1 22. — Suffragans  of  the  Archbifnoprick 
of  Saint  Domingo,  122. 

Arms.  Thofe  of  Azua,  I,  97. — Of  the  town  of  Saint  Domingo 
149. — Of  Bonao,  155.— -Of  Port-de-Plate,  200.-— -Of 
Vega,  229.— Of  Saint  Yago,  240.— Of  Larez-de-Guaba, 
269. — Of  Saint  John  ofMaguana,  277.' — Thofe  of  the. 
whole  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  II,  3. 

Arnctto.  —  See  Acbiote. 

Artibonite  (Plain  of) .  The  eftablifhment  of  it  mould  be  completed, 
II,  232. 
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Aftibvnite  (River  of).  Its  primitive  name,  I,  271. — Its  im- 
portance and  courfe,  271.; — Project  of  dividing  its  wa- 
ters,  272. 

Ajfembly  Colonial.  What  it  did  in  regard  of  the  flaughter-houfes 
and  taverns,  II,   108,  122,  134. 

AJfes.  Employed  to  carry  water  at  Monte-Chrift,  I,  207. — The 
finelt  come  from  the  ifle  of  Aroube,  II,  144.1 — For 
what  pnrpofe  employed  in  the  French  part  of  the  ifland, 

Afylum  (Sight  of).     II,  40. — Spain  is  jealous  of  it,  169. 

Atalcye.  What  happened  in  its  extent  relative  to  the  boun- 
daries, I,  xxij. — -Situation  of  this  Borough,  263. — Its 
foundation,  263. — Its  founder,  263. — There  is  but  one 
kind  of  Chapel  of  Eafe  in  the  pariih  of  Hinche,  263. 

Attornies.     There  are  fome  at  the  Royal  Court,  II,  55. 

Audience  (Provincial).     What  it  is,  II,  29. 

Auditors.  What  concerns  the  oldeit  Auditor  when  the  President  is 
dead  or  abfent,  II,  13,  25. — The  Preii<ient  takes  one  of 
'  them  for  an  afTefTor,  15.— They  are  bound  to  be  affi- 
duoas  in  their  duty,  23.— They  vote  in  the  inverted 
order  of  their  reception  >  24 — They  may  be  challenged, 
24.  One  only  is  fufficient  that  the  Royal  Court  be  thought 
to  exift,  24.—  The  old  Auditor  owes  the  fame  duties  as 
the  others,  25. — They  carry  a  wand  or  white  rod,  25. — 
-  The  Court  cannot  receive  any  demand  relating  to  them 
in  civil  matters,  i6.  —  By -whom  judged  in  criminal 
affairs,  26  ■ —  Summoned  in  evidence,  26. — One  of  them 
is  infpeclor  over  the  public  officers,  27. —  They  are 
only  temporarily  nominated,  27. — The  conduct  pref- 
erred them,  28. — Things  which  they  are  prohibited, 
28 — They  wear  a^long  robe,  29.— They  may  decorate 
their  horfe  with  huoiing  ,  29— They  can  enjoy  but  one 
office,  29. — They  cannot  abfent  themfeives  fcorn  the 
ifland  Without  the  royal  permiiuon,  29. — They  can  be 
cited  to  receive  a  reprimand,  29.— They  are  Judges  at 
Saint  Domingo  in  criminal  cafes,  29. —  They  muft  hold 
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provincial  courts,  29. —  The  youngeft  fills  the  functions 
of  the  Fifcal,  30. — One  is  appointed  to  direft  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  property  ofdeceafed  perfons,  56  to  61.-- 
Honours  confered  on  them,  63.  —  and  the  following* 
When  they  may  attend  marriages  &  funerals,  68. — 
They  vifit  prifons,  76, — They  aflift  alternately  at  re- 
venue fales,  yq. — The  oldeft  watch  over  a  priviledge  on- 
certain  books,  85.— -See  Court  Royal;  Prefident. 

Author.  Why  he  does  not  comprehend  in  this  work  what  regards 
the  French  revolution,  I,  £2?  the  following  of  the  ad- 
<vertifement. — He  perfiits  in  his  opinion  on  the  ceifion 
pf  the  Spanifh part,  6  of  the  advertifement.-^-His  defiga. 
of  publifhing  a  Description  of  the  French  part  of  Saint 
Domingo,  7  of 'the Advert  if ement  &  II,  239.— ^He  works 
on  the  Hiflory  of  St  Domingo,  I,  7  of  the  Ad<vertifement- 
&  35.  —  He  has  had  the  map  drawn  under  his  own 
infpedion,  8  of  the  Ad<vertifement. — He  exprefles  his 
acknowledgments  for  the  afiiftance  which  a  book  from 
a  Spanifh  Creole  of  Saint  Domingo  have  rendered  him, 
35. — -What  he  does  to  difcover  the  facts  relative  to  th& 
burying  place  of  Columbus  at  Santo  Domingo,  127. — His 
profeifion  of  faith  with  regard  to  the  Spanifh  Cre.oIes307. 
—  His  opinion  explained  on  the  cefiion  of  the  Spanifh 
part,  II,  199  &  the  following.  — His  opinion  on  the. 
cefiion  of  Louifiana  &  the  perfons  that  cefiion  delivered 
up  to  profcription  ,  234. 

Azua  (  Canton  of ).  Its  bounds,  I,  87. — Its  advantages,  93. — 
Perfection  of  its  productions,  93.  —  Its  Woods,  94, 
II,  301. — Its  population,  I,  97. — Settlements  that  might. 
be  formed  therein,  97. 

Azua,  (Old  Port  of).  I,  92. — Founded  by  Don  Diego  Columbus, 
92.  —  Plundered  by  fome  Pirates,  96,  98.  —  Its  popu- 
lation, 96.  —  Deftroyed  by  an  Earthquake,  96. 

(Plain  of).  I,  40,  94.  — ^-  Its  fertility,  qj. 

*- (Town  of).  I,  91. — -Its   fituatiorij   96.  —  Prajfe   of  its 

inhabitants,  qj. 
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Bahoruco.  (Canton  of).  I,  78. 

— — ■ (Mountains  of).    Their  fituation  and   fertility,   I,  78* 

• — Their  mines,  79. — They  are  place  of  refuge  of  runaway 
Negroes,  I,  yg,  II,  172.  —  The  fugitive  blacks  are 
their  only  inhabitants,   I,  80. 


— (Plains  of).  Their  fituation,  I,  39.  —  Their  extent,  39. 

Band  of  the  South.  What  it  is,  I,  34.  —  See  Part    Southern. 

Bani.  (Borough  of) .Its  fituation,  I,  100;  II,  202. 

(Canton  of).  Its  fituation,  I,  98.  —  Its  population,  101. — 

Abounding  in  cattle,  102.  —  Subject  to  droughts,  102. 

—  Has   fome  fine  horfes,   103.  —  Settlements    which 

might  be  made  thereon,  103. 
>  —       (Plain  of).  Its  extent,  I,  40,   101. 
Banique.  (Borough  of).  Its  fituation,  I,  273* — Founded  by    Diego 

Velafquez,  273.  —  Has  a  fmall  garrifon,  273. 
' "    (Canton  of).  I,    172.    —    Its   population,   274.  —  Its 

animals,  281.  — -Mineral  Waters,  283. 
— -(Plain  of).  I,  273.  —  Its  climate  warmer  than   that  of 

Saint- John's  plain,  281. 
Banifter.  Famous   Englifh   pirate,  I,   176.  —  Gave   his  name   to 

fome  little  iflands  and  a  port  of  the  Bay  of  Samana,  176. 
Bank  of  Saint-Charles.  Is  known  in  the  colony,  I,  60. 
Bar.  Of  the  Port  of  Santo-Domingo,  I,   113. 
Bay,  of  Arrows. — See  Samana. 
of  Balm.  I,  199. 
of  Cofbeck,  I,  197. 

■ of  Grand  Pierre.  I,  260. 

— of  Horfes,  (Horfe-Bay).  I,   167. 

— — of  Mancenilla,  I,  209.  II,   199,  200,  202,  203. 

of  Monte-ChrifL  —  See '.Mont e-Chrifi. 

Bay 
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Bay  of  Neybe.  —  See  Neyhe, 

— — of  Ocoa.  —  See   Ocoa. 

•    ■    of  Samana.  —  See  Samana. 

'     ■     (Scoth).  —  See  Bay  ofCoJbeck. 

of  Yuma.  —  See  Higuey. 

Bayaguana.  Its  fituation,  I,  163. — By  whom  it  has  been  formed, 
163. — Its  population,  163. 

Bayaha.  The  Buccaneers  were  fettled  on  a  litte  ifland  ©f  that  bay 
before  1663,  I,  iij  of  the  abridgment' — The  Spaniards 
would  oblige  the  French  to  quit  it,  x. — Its-  Spanifh 
inhabitants  palled  over  to  Bayaguana,  163. — The  lands 
there  were  given  up  for  hattes,  II,  108. — See  Fort- 
Dauphin. 

Beate. — See  Cape  la  Beate. 

Beate  (  Ifland  la).  I,  39. — Its  fituation,  308,  309. — Its  extent, 
309. — It  caufes  fhipwrecks,  &  why,  309. 

Bees.     I,  53,  II,  238,  239. 

Begue.     Why  the  French  thus  call  Vega,  I,  231. 

Behechio.     Cacique  of  the  Kingdom  of  Xaragua,  I,  34. 

Birds.  Thofe  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  30,  305. — Thofe  of  Neybe, 
85,  306. — Thofe  of  the  bay  of  Samana,  192. — Thofe  of 
Azua>  306. 

Births.    Proportion  of  that  of  the  Blacks,  II,  195,  213,  228. 

Bijbop.  Firil  who  difcharged  the  Epifcopal  functions  at  Santo-Do- 
mingo, I,  122. — Thofe  of  Cuba  &  Porto-Rico  are  fuffra-* 
gans  of  the  archbifhoprick  of  SantoDomingo,  122, — Pri- 
vileges of  the  Bifhops  of  Saint  Domingo,  123. — Concor- 
date  between  the  King  &  Bifhops  of  the  colonies,  123. 

Bijboprick.  One*intended  at  Larez  de  Guaba,  I,  121,  269. — One 
eflablifhed  at  Vega,  I,  121,  229.' — One  at  Santo  Do- 
mingo, 122.— Places  annexed  to  that  of  Vega,  230— 
Places  annexed  to  that  of  Santo-Domingo,  230.— Bifho- 
prick  of  la  Vega  united  to  Santo  Domingo,  230. 

Bonao.  Its  fituation,  I,  155. — Whence  this  n#.me  is  derived,.  155. 
—  Founded  by  Columbus,  155. — Its  arms,  155. 

Vol.  II.  I  i 
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Bonnaventure.     Its  a&ual  fiate,  I,  1 10. — Its  fituation,  155. — Built 

by  Ovando,  155. — Its  mines,  219. 
Books.     Enquiry  into  thofe  proscribed   by  the  inquiiition,  II,  50, 

85.  — Thofe  for  the  Church,   85. — Should   they  print 

fome  at  Santo  Domingo,  85. 
Borough.     It  differs  not  from  a  town  but  in  importance,  II,  68. 
Botany.     Santo  Domingo  offers  Botany  an  additional   treafure,  I, 

31- 

Boundaries.  Abridgment  of  fadls  relative  to  them,  I,  1  cif  the 
following  to  liij.  —  Determined  in  1777,  I,  78. — Or- 
dinances which  fix  Rebouc  as  the  frontiers  of  the  two 
nations,  247. — Part  of  the  Boundary  line,  259.  —  See 
Treaty. 

Boy  a*  Has  fome  of  the  remaining  defendants  of  the  aborigenes 
of  the  ifland,  I,  59,  162,  163. — Its  fituation,  162. — 
Afylum  of  Cacique  Henry,  162. —  Has  a  celebrated 
Church,  162. 

Breeze  (Land).  I,  15,16,  17. 

Breeze    (Sea).  I,  15,  16,  17. 

Brothers.  — —  See  Seven  Brothers. 

Buccaneers  .——See  French. 

Buffon.     His  opinion  on  the  Antilles,  I,  6. 

Bull.  Obfervation  on  this  animal,  II,  147. — :The  Spanifh  Creoles 
employ  them  to  fight,  150. 

Bull-fight.  I,  150. 

Burning  of  the  Sa<vanas.  I,   76. 


Cacique.  Saint  Domingo  had  five  of  them,  at  the  time  of  its  dis- 
covery, I,  33. — It  is  afferted  that  it  was  one  at  Boya 
which  took  the  title  of  Cacique  of  the  ifland  Haiti,  163. 
< — Some  Spaniards  caufe  the  Cacique  of  the  ifle  of  Saone 
to  be  eaten  by  a  Dog,  312. — See  Henry. 
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Cadix.  A  principal  place  of  Spanifli  Indies's  trade,  II,  88.— • 
Why  it  has  replaced  Seville  as  to  the  commerce  of 
America,  125. 

Cdiquef.  Iilands  through  which  they  de.fembogue  in  the  Northen 
part  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  314. 

Calalue,  That  Charaibe  difh  is  not  known  to  the  female  Spanifli 
Creoles,  I,  49. 

Camou.  A  confiderable  river,  I,  225,  256.— They  fay  it  may  be. 
rendered  navigable,  252. 

Canada.  Is  a  point  of  ftrength  as  well  as  obfervation  for  Englifh 
relatively  to  the  United  States  of  America,  II,  236. 

Canaries    (Iflands).     They    furnifh    fome     inhabitants    to    the 
Spanifh  colony,   I,   10 1. — Their  inhabitants  are  called. 
lleignes,  10 1. 

Cane  (Sugar).  Furnifhed  many  crops  in  the  plain  of  Azua  with- 
out wanting  to  be  renewed,  I,  93. — We  obferve  it  in 
the  plain  of  Vega,  226. — Brought  from  the  Canaries, 
303. — Firft  cultivated  at  Vega  and  by  whom,  303. — - 
Who  brought  it  to  Saint  Domingo,  303. 

Canon..— See  Chapter. 

Canonry. — See  Chapter. 

Caonabo.  Charaibe,  one  of  the  five  Caciques  of  Saint  Domingo,  I, 
34,  276. 

Cape-a-Foux. — See  Cape-la-Beate. 

Cape  Cabron.     Whence  this  name  is  derived,   1,  195. 

Cape  del  Enganno. — See  Cape  Trompeur. 

Cape  Francais    (Plain  of).     The  French  fettled   there   in   1670^ 
I,  iij,  of  the  abridgement. — Laid  wafle  by  the  Spaniards 
in  1 69 1,  vi. — Laid  wafte  by  the  Spaniards  joined  bp 
the  Englifh  in  1695,  vi. 

Cape  Francois  (Town  of).  One  fhould  fubdue  it  in  order 
to  conquer  the  French  part  of  the  ifland,  II,  203. — See 
Dijlance.  ■  . . 

Cape  Grandeur. — See  Cape  Samana. 

Cape  la  Be  ate.  Was  formerly  the  fouthern  point  of  the  bounda- 
ries, /.  v  of  the  abridgement. 

Ii  1 
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Cape  la -Grange  (Barn).     Its  fituadon,  I,   204.— Why    it  bears 
«  this  name,   204. — Columbus    called  it    Cape    Monte- 

Chrifc,  204. — It  is  a  point  for  cruizing,  II,  206. 

Cafe  la  Roche  (Rock).     Its  fituation,  I,  198. 

Cape  Monte-Chrijl. — See  Cape  la  Grange. 

Cape  Raphael  or  Saint-Raphael.     Its  fituation,   I,    169. 

Cape  Rezon.—SeQ  Cape  Samana. 

Cape  Samana.  Forms  the  eailern .  point  of  the  Peninfula  of  Sa- 
mana,  I,  173.— Its  fituation,  194. — Veflels  from  Eu- 
rope or  the  Windward  iflands  to  the  Northward  and 
Weflward  of  Saint- Domingo  are  obliged  to  make  it, 
II,   190. 

Cape  Trompeur  (Cheat).     Its  fituation,  I,  169. 

Captain  General.  One  of  the  titles  of  the  chief  of  the  Spanifh 
colony,  II,  1 1  .-^-Name  of  a  military  rani*  of  Spain, 
12. 

Carraque.  Comparifon  of  its  cocoa  with  that  of  Saint-Domingo, 
I,  64.; — The  horfes  of  this  province  are  fuperior  to  thofe 
of  Saint-Domingo,  96. 

Carreau  (Meafure  of  land).     Its  dimenfions,  I,  S2. 

Carthagena.  Saint-Domingo  favored  the  fettlement  of  it,  I, 
141. 

Cathedral.     Defcription  of  that  of  Santo-Domingo,   I,  125,  and 

/i/Zowzag— ^Contains  the  afhes  of  Chriitopher  and  Bar- 

f  tholomew  Columbus,  125.- — Keeps  the  celebrated  crofs 

of  Vega,   135. — Many  chiefs  of  the  colony  have  been 

buried  there,   135. 

Cattle. — See  Anitnals. 

Ca-vern.     There  are  fome  full  of  Human  bones,  I,  85. 

Cayacoa.  One  of  the  five  Caciques  of  Saint-Domingo,  I,  34. — 
Goes  on  board  of  a  vefiel  of  Chriftopher  Columbus, 
173, — His  widow  embraces  chriftianity,  173. 

Cayes  a" argent  (Silver  keys).     Rock,  3 1 3. 
Cenfus.     How  made,   I,  138. 
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Ceremonies  public.    Thofe  which  take  place  at  church,  II,   61.— 
See  Honours. 

Cerre.     Signifies  a  little  hill,  I,  88. 

Ceffion.  Of  the  Spaniih  part  to  France.  Examination  of  that 
queftion,  whether  this  ceffion  woulcL  be  advantageous 
to  France,  II,  186. — When  it  has  been  talked  of  that 
ceffion,  1 86. — It  was  faid  that  in  exchange  Spain  ob- 
tained Guadaloupe,  187. — It  is  not  likely  that  Spain 
confent  to  it,  187. — Motives  on  which  they  found  its 
utility,  188. — Why  the  military  defence  of  the ifland 
fliould  gain  by  the  ceffion,  188. — By  it  the  navigation 
would  be  rendered  more  fafe  in  time  of  war,  1 90. — It 
would  procure  a  more  certain  fubfiftence,  191. — It 
would  give  rife  to  an  increafe  of  population,  192 — It 
would  better  the  condition  of  the  negroes,  193. — It 
would  give  occafion  to  find  in  the  Spaniih  Creoles  a 
militia  fit  for  the  climate,  193. — It  would  increafe  cul- 
tivation, 194.— It  would  favor  commerce,  197. — Has 
been  fupported  by  a  memoir  of  Mr.  du  Buc,  and  by 
another  of  Mr.  Le  Bralfeur,  198. — It  affords  no  advan- 
tages towards  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  199  to  205. — 
It  does  not  render  the  navigation  more  fafe,  205. — It 
would  not  give  a  greater  certainty  of  fubfiftence  in 
cattle,  206. — Objeftions  againft  the  increafe  of  popu- 
lation which  they  expect  from  it,  213. — Reafons  to 
believe  that  it  did  not  improve  in  culture,  212. — Diffi- 
culty of  paying  the  negroes  neceffary  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  Spaniih  part,  216. — Argument  againft  the  cef- 
fion, drawn  from  the  difficulty  of  clearing  the  lands, 
217. — Doubts  on  the  increafement  of  commerce  which 
<hey  fuppofe  it  might  produce,  230.— Is  not  advantageous 
to  France,  from  which  it  would  require  the  expences  of 
government,  232. — It  cannot  be  done  without  the  con- 
fent of  t,he  Spaniih  colonifts,  237. 

Ceffion.  Of  a  country  to  another  nation,  II,  234. 
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Chain.    The  mountains  have  feveral,  I,  3,  38. — The   moil  ex- 

tenlive  and  higheft,  39. 
Chain  (Firft).     Of  the  mountains  of  Saint  Domingo  or  the  Chain 

of  Cibao,  I,  39. 
Chain  (Second).     Or    Chain  of  Sevico,  I,   39. — Beautiful  fight 

it  procures,    159. — Its   military  advantages,  II,-  201. 
Chain  (Third).     I,  88. 
Chain  (Fourth).     I,  103. 
Chain  (Fifth).     I,  103. 
Chain  (SixthJ.     I,  1 04. 
Chain   (Seventh).     Or  Chain  of  Pardave,  I,    104. — Magnifxent 

profpecl:  it  commands,  156. — Its  military  advantages, 

II,  201. 
Chain  (Eighth).     I,  237. 
Chaim  (Ninth)     1,238. 
Chain  (Tenth).     1,271. 
Chain  (Eleventh).    I,  271.  •■ 
Chain  (Twelfth).     I,  275. 
Chain  (Thirteenth).     I,  277. 
Chain  (Fourteenth).     I,  279. 
Chain  cf  Monte-Chrift.     It  don't  belong  to   Cibao,  I,  172.— Jts 

direction,  172. 
Chamber  of  Agriculture.     I,.  145* 
Chamillor   (Great).     Of  Spain. — Has  a  Lieutenant  or  Delegate 

near  the  Royal  Court,  II,  17,  35. 
Chancery.     One    united   to    the    Royal  Court,   II,   17,   35. 
Chaplainjhip.     What  it  is,  I,   199. — See  Oratory. 
Chapter.     When  that  of  Santo  Domingo  has  been  eflabiifhed,  I, 

1 24. — How  it  was  compofed,   1 24. — How  it  is  at  pre- 

fent,    124. — Revenue  of  the    Canonries,    124. — Arch- 

bifhop  has  power  on  it,  II,  41, — Honours  conferred  on 

him,  64,  65. — When  he  cannot  carry  an   umbrella  at 

proceffions,  65. 
Character.— See    Creoles  Spanijh. 
Charaibe. — See  Caonaho. 
Charlevoix  (Father).     Cites  a  name  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,   1. — 


Contents:  2.55- 

Has  fald  that  Samana  was  a  Peninfula,  1 8  J . — Writes  the 
hiftory  of  Saint  Domingo,  principally  after  the  memoirs 
of  Father  le  Pers,  181,  235. — His  opinion  on  the  num- 
ber of  rivers  of  Vega,  226, 
Charritte  (M.  de).  Makes  great  exertions  to  form  Hattes,  II, 
103. — He  forms  a  Hatte  at  Jaquezy,  103. 

Chaftcmt-Puyfcgur  (M.).  His  aftronomical  obfervations  for  the 
Map  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,.  3 . 

Chevalerie. — Meafure  of  land,  II,  84.. 

Chief  of  the  S,panijh  colony...     His  titles,  II,  11. 

Children..  They  are  commonly  raifed  with  no  great  deal  of 
difficulty,  I,.  51. — Thofe  of  a  flave,  muff,  be  fold,  in 
preference  to  their  Father,  if  he  be  a  Spaniard,  56.   ' 

Chocolate.  The  delight  of  the  Spaniards,  I,  50.— The  befl  is 
compofed  of  an  equal,  mixture  of  the  Cocoa  of  Oaraque 
and  that  of  Saint  Domingo,  64. 

Choifeul  (Duke  of).      See  Louifiana. 

Choifeul  (Vifcount  of)-  French  commifTary  for  the  Treaty 
of  Boundaries,  I,  xxxi. — Of  the  hijlorical  abridge- 
ment. 

Church.  The  men  are  on  one  fide  and  the  women  on  the  other 
at  church,  I,  45. — Why  they  are  fo  common,  47. — 
That  of  Azua,  96. — Three  Parifh  Churches  at  Santo-. 
Domingo,  136.— Wealth  of  thofe  of  Santo-Domingo, 
136. 

Cihao.  Its  mountains  contain  mines,  I,  5. — What  is  faid  of  its 
Volcanoes  is  uncertain,  10. — Its.  Climate,  18. — Its 
group  is  the  higheft  fpot  of  the  whole  ifland,  38. — 
Situation  of  this  group,  38.' — Derivation  of  this 
name,   232, — There  was  a  province  of  the  fame  name, 

234'  23v 

City.  In  what  it  differs  from  a  town,  II,  68.— It  can  have  cer- 
tain agents,  70. 

City-Honfe.  That  of  the  city  of  Santo-Domingo,  I,  125. — See 
Corporation. 

Clarijfans.    Nuns  at  Santo  Domingo,  I,   i  36. 
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Clearing.  Its  nature  at  Saint  Domingo,  II,  217. — And  follow- 
ing. 

Clergy.  Their  immunities,  II,  40. — Obje&s  for  which  they 
muft  model  themfelves  on  the  foundation  of  the 
Cathedral  of  Seville,  41. — Precautions  required  of  the 
Royal  Court  towards  them,  44. 

Climate.  That  of  the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  14,  22. — 
Caufcs  of  its  change,  14.— -That  of  the  higheft  moun- 
tains, 18. — That  of  the  city  of  Santo-Domingo,  118. — 
That  of  the  valley  of  Conftance,  237,  281. — Of  Saint 
Yago,  242. — That  of  Saint  Raphael,  262. — Of  the 
Weftern  part  of  the  Colony,  280. — That  of  the  Spanilh 
plains,  281. 

Coaft.  Not  fo  healthy  as  the  interior  .part  jof  the  ifland,  II,  22. — 
From  the  mouth  of  the  River  of  Anfes-a-Pitre  to  Cape 
Beate  or  Cape  Bahoruco,  80. — From  Cape  Beate  to 
Petit-Trou,  83. — From  Petit-Trou  to  Bay  of  Neybe, 
84. — From  Bay  of  Neybe  to  that  of  Ocoa,  92,  gy. — 
From  Salt-pit  Point  or  Copper  point,  the  Eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Bay  of  Ocoa,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Nifao,  101. — From  mouth  of  the  river  Nifao  to  that 
of  Ozama,  111. — From  Ozama  to  little  Palm-Tree 
Point,  1 63. — From  little  Palm-Tree  to  the  Point 
de  l'Epee,  169. — From  the  Point  de  l'Epee  to  Cape 
Raphael,  169. — Of  the  interior  of  the  Bay  of  Sama- 
na,  173  to  185. — From  Cape  Samana  to  River  Maf- 
facre  194  to  Z17. — Of  the  fmall  ifland s  which  lie  on 
the  Spanilh  fide  of  the  ifland,  308  And  following— 
From  the  River  Jayna  to  that  of  Neybe,  11,  202. 

Coaft  of  Spain.     They  go  .there  to  feek  mules,  II,    I  n. —What 

they  underftand  at  the  iflands  by   this   denomination, 

*■ 
in. 

Coaft  of  Iron. — See  Rib  of  Iron. 

Coat  of  arms.-~See  Arms. 

Cock-roach-ftones,  Signification,  I,  9.-^Idea  of  their  formation,  9. 
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Cocoa.  Was  a  faarce  of  wealth  to  the  Spanifh  part,  I,  64.— They 
cultivate  it  near  Santo  Domingo,  151.— Cotuy  is  very 
peculiar  to  it,  222. — They  have  fome  at  Vega,  where 
the  foil  is  moft  favorable  to  it,  253,  254.— The  Hurri- 
canes prove  very  deftru&ive  to  it,  254. — Its  culture 
more  lucrative  at  Santo  Domingo  than  at  Carraque  & 
wherefore,  254. — Very  dear  to  the  Indians  which  made 
ufe  of  it  as  of  a  kind  of  money,  304. 

Cecoa-Plantation.  Some  fettlements  of  this  kind  in  the  canton  of 
Santo  Domingo,  /,  151. — In  Vega,  253,  254. 

Cocoa  Trees. — See  Cocoa. 

Code.  —  See  Laws. 

Code  criminal.  That  of  the  Spanifh  colonies  lefs  rigorous  than  that 
of  the  French  colonies,  I,  1 20. — The  fame  as  in  Spain 
excepting  pecuniary  penalties,  II,  yj. 

Coffee.  They  cultivate  but  a  little  of  it  in  the  Spanifh  Part  of  the 
ifland,  I,  62. — The  firft  was  brought  Jfrorn  Dondorv 
62. 

Coffee-Plantation.  A  great  number  of  them  could  be  eftablifhed  in 
the  Pariihof  Water-Mills,  I,  107. 

Coffee-Tree.  Its  cultivation  fpoils  the  foil,  /,  20.  —  Little  culti* 
vated,  304. 

College.   One  founded  at  Santo  Domingo  by  the  jefuits,  I,  137 

Colonies.  Spain  is  defirous  to  render  the  accefs  to  her  own  Colonies 
moll  difficult,  II,  87.— Means  fhe  employs  for  holding 
them,  in  fomme  manner  fhut  up,  87.— 'True  deftinatiorl 
of  the  Colonies,  212. 

Colonifi  Spanijh. — See  Creole  Spanijb. 

Colony  French. — See  Part  belonging  to  the  French. 

Colour. — See  Prejudice. 

Columbus  (Chriftopher).  Difcovers  Saint-Domingo  in  1 492,  /,  1, 
—  Names  Saint-Domingo  Hifpaniola,  2.  —It  is  faid 
he  has  giyen  the  name  of  his  father  to  Santo-Domingo, 
114.  —  His  remains  were  depofited  in  the  Cathedral  of 
Santo-Domingo,  125.  —  He  died  at  Valladclid,  126.— 
His  body  removed  to  Seville,  126.  —  His  epitath  in  the 
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Cathedral  of  Seville,  126.  —  His  conveyance  to  Santo- 
Domingo,  126.  —  How  the  circumftances  of  this  burial 
are  known,  127  and  following.  —  Epitath  which  is  faid 
to  have  been  in   the  Cathedral  of  Santo-Domingo,   132; 

—  Obfcurity  in  which  thefe  particulars  are  involved, 
132.  - —  Tittles  which  he  obtained  from  Spain,  133.  — 
His  defcendance  poffefs  hisimmenfe  property  regardlefs 
of  his  glory,  133. —  The  duke  of  Liria  is  the  actual 
poffeffor  of  his  fortune,  134.  —  He  difcovers  the  fourth 
part  of  the  world  which  bears  the  name  of  another,  1 34, 
203.   —   Bafe   ingratitude  towards    him,   134.  —  The 

'  inftrument   prooving  his  interment  is  already  fought  in 

vain,  135.  —  The  perfecution  he  fuffers  is  fatal  to  the 
Indians  and  becomes  the  caufe  of  ruin  to  Saint-Domingo, 
140.  —  Founds  Bonao,  155.  —  It  is  from  him  that 
Old-Cape-Franjais  receives  its  name,  198.  ■ —  Port-de- 
Plate  owes  its  name  to  him,  199.  —  His  gratitude  to 
Queen  Ifabella  and  proof  which  he  gives    of  it,    203. 

—  He  names  Cape  Monte-Chrift,  204.  —  He  names 
River  Yaqui,  River  of  Gold,  afterwards  Reedy-River, 
207.- —  Ve'ga-Real  receive  its  name  from  him,  228.  — 
What  he  underftood  by  the  denomination  of  Vega-Reaf, 
228.  —  He  defeats  the  Indians  near  Vega,  2-28.  — 
Names  Green-River,  239. — Paffefs  in  the  canal  between 
Cape  Beate,  and  ifland  Beate,  309. — It  is  he  who  gives 
a  name  to  Alta-Vele,  310. 

Columbus.  (Bartholomew).  Brother  of  Chriftopher.  —  Founds 
Santo-Domingo,  I,  1 14.—  The  common  opinion  is  that 
he  is  interred  in  the  Cathedral  of  Santo- Domingo, 
128,  130.  131.  —  Aids  Columbus  to  fubdue  the  Indians 
near  Vega,  228.  —  Is  prefent  in  the  town  of  Vega 
during  a  revolt,  22S.  —  Obtains  the  property  of  Mone 
312. 

, (Diego).  Son  of  Chriftopher.  —  Caufes  a  fuperb  edifice 

to  be  built  at  Santo-Domingo,  I,  115,    124. 

Commandant  of  the  Arm,  He  is  commonly  one  who  has  the  mill- 
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rary  command  under  the  Prefident,  and,  ferves  in  his 
Head  in  this  part,  in  cafe  of  abfence  or  death,  II,  12. 
Commerce.  The  colony  has  none  with  the  Metropolis,  I,  6r. — 
There  fcarcely  exifts  any  trade  but  that  of  animals  with 
the  French,  ,77 ;  II,  99.  —  How  carried  on  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  125,  126.  —  Liberty  which 
Spain  has  fought  to  give  to  that  of  the  colonies,  161.  — - 
It  would  be  increafed  by  the  ceffion  of  the  Spanilh  part  to 
France,  197.  —  "Why  it  is  problematical  that  it  can  be 
increafed  by  the  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh  part,  230. 

Commiffary  nvith  the  Spaniards.  Name  of  a  French  refident  in  the 
Spanilh  part,  II,  178.  —  His  functions,  178.  —  When 
the  firft  had  been  eftablifhed,  178.  —  His  former  privi- 

*  "  leges,  178.  —  His  aclual  fees,  179. 

Company  of  Barcelona..  —  See  Company  of  Catalonia. 

Company  of  Catalonia.  Had  the  exclufive  commerce  of  the  colony, 
I,  62.  —  Whence  it  takes  this  name,  II,  126.  —  It  is 
the  fame  as  the  Company  of  Barcelona,  126. 

Company  of  Saint -Domingo.  Its  eflablilhment,  vii  of  the  abridgment. 
Extent  of  its  conceffion,  vii  of  the  Abridgment.  II,     1 87. 

Compliment.  —  See  Ewvoy, 

Cmaco.  (Provifion-farm).  Place  where  they  cultivate  provifions, 
I,  6S. 

Conception  of  Vega.  —  See  Vega. 

Concordate.  There  is  one  between  the  king  of  Spain  and  Bifhops 
of  the  Colonies,  I,  123. —  One  between  the  king  and 
Saint  Siege,  II,  41. 

Confifcation.  It  is  a  branch  of  the  revenue,  II,  81. 

Con/lance.  Valley  of  this  name,  I,  232,  236.  —  Its  fituation, 
236,11,  201.  —  Its  extent,  I,  236. —  Its  advantages, 
236.  —  Its  climate,  237. 

Contador.  His  rank  at  Public  ceremonies,  II,  64.  —  See  Officers  - 
Royal. 

Continent.  The  difcovery  of  the  continent  of  Spanifh  America 
contributes  to  depopulate  Saint-Domingo,  I,    139. 
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Contraband.  Supported  Saint  Domingo  a  little,  I,  142,   144.— 

Laws  in  this  refpeft,  II,  81. 
Convent.     There  are  three  of  men  at  Santo  Domingo,  I,  136. — 

There  are  two  nunneries  at  Santo-Domingo,  13  6. — Refpect 

due  by  the  Prefident  &  Royal  Court  to  the  Convents  of 

Women,  II,  44. 
Cordeliers.     There  is  a  Convent  of  them  at  Santo   Domingo,  I, 

136. — Ovando  caufes  their  Convent  to  be  built  at  his 

own  expence,  136. 
Com.     Succeeded  perfectly   well  in  the  Valley  of  Conftance,  I, 

237- 
Corporation.  That  of  Hinche  has  an  Officer  of  police,  I,  268. — 
They  receive  at  their  own  coft  feme  copies  of  the  laws 
&  regulations  which  concern  them,  II,  39. — Honours 
rendered  them,  64. — They  have  the  municipal  police, 
68. — Where  they  aflemble,  6g.  —  Their  conftitution, 
rules,  functions,  69. 
Cortez.  This  conqueror  of  Mexico  was  regifier  of  the  munici- 

pality  of  Azua,  I,  93,  273. 
Cortez  (the).  Kind  of  States  general  of  Spain,  II,  5. 
Cotton. — See  Cotton  Tree. 
Cotton-Tree.     Natural  production  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,    62.  • — 

The  Spanifh  Creoles  do  not  cultivate  it,  62. 
Cctuy  (  Canton  of).  Its  fituation,  I,  217. — Its  population,  220. — 
Has  fome  poor  inhabitants,   220. — Its  inhabitants  are 
much  accufromed  to  rear  Hogs,  221. 
Cotuy  (  Town  of).  Its  fituation,  its  extent,  I,  2r8.  — Its  former 

fituation,  2*9. — Name  it  had  heretofore,  219. 
Council.  There  mould  be  provincial  &  fynodal  Councils,  II,  41. 
Council  of  the  Indies.  Is  the  firfl:  agent  of  the  royal  power  over 
theSpanim  Colonies,  II,  5. — How  it  is  compofed,  5. — 
Its  powers,  6. — It  prefents  for  places,  8. — Propofes  new 
laws  or  the  abrogation  of  thofe  exifting,38. — It  only  can 
interfere  with  the  government  of  the  Colonies,  40.-— 
Receives  fupplication,  72. — Sends  infpe&ors-general  to 
the  Colonies,  92. 
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Councils  fuperior  of  the  French  Colonies,  II,  108,    122,  134.-— 

See  Affembly  Colonial. 
Counfeller.  Thofe  of  the  Royal  Court,    119. — See  Auditor  s  Court 

Royal. 
Counfellor  of  the  Council  of  Port-au-Prince.     Received  with  con- 

fiderable  honours  by  the  Royal  Court  at  Santo  Domingo, 

/,  121. 

Counfellor'  at  lu<w.  When  called  on  to  decide  on  matters  in 
Court,  II,  21.  —  They  fome  times  aft  in  the  Fifcal's 
doty,  30.  — Their  duties  and  functions,  53,  54. — One 
of  them  is  Counfellor  for  the  poor,  53. 

Court  provincial. — See  Audience  provincial. 

Court  Royal.  When  inftalled  at  Santo-Domingo,/,  119,  II,  17 
What  it  is,  I,  119.  —Members  that  compofe  it,  119, 
II,  17.  —  Drefs  of  the  members,  7,  119. —  Its  territory, 

119,  II,    17. —  Particulars   concerning   it,   /,   119. — 
The  part   it  takes  in  the   adminiftration  of  the  colony, 

120.  —  Whence  its  members,  121.  —  Confederation 
attracted  by  its  members,  121.  — Its  fecret  deliberations, 
II,  14.  — Do  not  go  in  mourning  for  the  Prelident,  15. 
—  Its  competence,  1 8  and  following.  —  Can't  make 
informations  againft  the  Prefident,  20.  —  What  muft 
be  done  when  the  Prefident  dies,  28.  —  Muft  protect 
the  inferior  courts,  20. — Its  proceedings  when  fufFrages 
are  equal,  21.  —  It  cannot  mix  with  the  contestations 
relative  to  nobility,  21. — It  takes  cognizance  of  appeals 
as  ofabufe  in  eccleftaftical  matters,  21. —  Its  internal 
difcipline,  21.  —  Its  felfions,  21.  —  Order  in  the  dif- 
patch  of  bufmefs,  23.  —  All  its  decrees  figned  by  the 
judges,  23.- — It  determines,  by  a  majority,  23.— 
When  the  votes  muft  be  written,  23.  —  Its  regifters 
23.  —  It  fills  the  office  of  the  Prefident  when  dead  or 
abfent.  24.  — -  What  it  can  difpofe  of  to  defray  its  ex- 
pences,  25.  —  It  goes  in  mourning  for  the  royal  family, 
25. — Its  proceedings  at  entering  on  bufinefs  every 
year,  25.  —  It  regulates  the  fees  of  the  purfuits,  25.  — 
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Cafes  where  it  rnuft  not  receive  certain  demands,  26. 
i — 'Its  members  cannot  abfent  themfelves  from"  the  ifland 
without  the  king's  permiffion,  19.  — Its  rights  relative 
to  the  archibifhop,  44  —  Regard  it  owes  to  the  clergy, 
44.— Its counfellors,  52' — Attorneys,  Interpreters,  Door- 
Keepers,  55. — In  what  cafes  its  public  officers  depend 
but  on  it,  56.  —  Honours  received  at  church,  62.  — 
Out  of  church,  64.  —  Proceedings  on  appeals  from  de- 
.  cifions  of  the  president,  72.  —  See  Auditor  ,•  Chancery  ; 
Fifcal  j  Prejident. 

Cove.  —  See  Anfe. 

Crabs.  The  Mangrove-tree  conceal  innumeral  quantities  'of  them, 

/,    215. 

Creoles  Bpanijb  (Men).    Their    character,    Manners,  I,    42    and 

following.  —  Their  drefs,  43. —  They  are  fuperftitious, 
a'j,  —  Sober,  49.  — ■  Their  food.  49.  —  Their  ufual 
brink,  50. — They  do  not  eat  fallad  and  wherefore,  57. 
—  They  are  fond  of  chocolate  and  tobacco,  30. — They 
fleep  after  dinner,  51.  —  They  live  a  long  time,  51.— 
They  have  few  defeafes,  53.  —  They  have  poor  apart- 
ments ^nd  furniture,  52.  —  Their  bedding,  52.  — 
Their  finging,  dancing,  54.  —  They  have  fcarcely  any 
gardens,  55.  —  They  emancipate  many  of  their  flaves, 
tc.  -r-  They  have  little  prejudice  againft  colour,  56.  — 
They  ufe  their  fiaves  with  extreme  gentlenefs,  57.  ■— 
Some  of  them  pretend  they  are  defendants  from  the  In- 
dians, 59.  —  They  have  hardly  any  education,  59.  — 
They  fit  out  privateers,  145.  —  They  bve  the  thea- 
;  thrical  entertainments,  145.  — They  are  fond  of  Bull- 
Fiehts,  149.  —  They  do  not  much  devote  themfelves 
to  fociety,  147,  —  They  vifit  Grangers  who  come 
amongfl  them,  148.  —  Thofe  of  the  town  of  Santo-Do- 
mingo carry  on  no  commerce,  148.  —  Indolent,   157, 

j32- They  maffacre  the  French  of  Samana,  188.  — 

They  are  extremly  fond  of  horfes,  280.  —  They  harrafs 
the  French  at  the  Waters  of  Banique,  287.  — They  are 
in  a  Hate  of  mediocrity  only  becaufe  the'government  don't 
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do  any  thing  to  raife  them  from  it,  307.  —  Their  jealous 
hatred  againft  the  French  colonics,  77,  162,  164.  •— 
Their  religious  ideas  incline  them  to  marry,  193. — 
The    care  of  hattes   is   analogous  to   their    character, 

207. —  Refources  which  the  Bees  offer  them,  228.  — 
See  CeJJion,  Spanijb  Creoles  (Women.) 
Creoles  Spanijh  (Women).  Their  drefs,  /,  43,  44,  45.— They 
have  fine  hair,  43. — They  admire  flowers,  Ear-rings, 
46,  .55. — In  the  country  they  ferve  their  huibands, 
44. — They  begin  to  tafle  Fafhion,  45. — They  employ 
themfelves  at  the  needle,  45. — They  wear  a  veil  or 
hood  in  going  to  Church,  45. — They  have  not  much 
of  graces  and  wherefore,  46. — Paffionate,  jealous,  46.— 
They  are  commonly  pretty  lufty,  48. — Manner  of  em- 
bracing them,  48. — They  chew  tobacco,  51. — They 
bear  children  fuccefsfully,  51. — They  do  hot  give 
themfelves    up   much  to    fociety,     147. — They    are  a- 

greeable,    147.- — See   Creoles  Spanijh  (Men). 
Criminals.     Their  reftitution   between  the  two  nations,   II,    165, 

167,  169. 
Crocodile.     The   negroes  do  not  fear  it,   I,  212.— It  is  not  rare, 

I,  224. — It  feizes  animals  and   drowns    them,   224. — 

It   does  not   dread  man   after  having    attacked   him, 

224. — It  delights  in  dog's  flefh,  224. 
Crofs.     Celebrated  Crofs  of  Vega,  I,  135,  230. — A  cruftaceous, 

has  the  impreffion  of  a  Crofs,  244. 
Crufade  (Holy).     What  it  is,    II,  50. — There  is  one  wherever 

there  is  a  Royal  Court,  5 1 . — Its  chief  in  Spain  is  a  Com- 

miffary  general  of  the  •  Crufade,  51. 
Cruftaceous.      Effect   of  their  diffolution,    I,    13. — Multitude   of 

thofe   which  dwell   under    Mangrove-Trees',     192.  — ■ 

One  bears  the  figure  of  a  crofs  and    two   candleflicks, 

244. — They  add  to  the  means   of  fubfiflence,  306. 
Cuba    (Ifland  of).     The  largeft   of    the  Antilles,    I,     1.  —  Its 

diftance  from  Saint  Domingo,   2.- — Its  Bifhop  is  fuffra- 

gan  of  the  Archbifhoo  of    Santo   Domingo,     izz. — 
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Saint  Domingo  was  ufeful   for  conquering   that  ifland, 

139- 
Culture.     The  new  cleared  lands  exempt  from  tythes,  I,   1 24. — 

It  mould  increafe  by  the  ceffion  of  the   Spanifh  part  to 

France,  II,  194. — Objections  againft  its  increafe  by  the 

ceffion,  212. 
CuJJy  (M.  de).     Attacks  and  takes  Saint  Yago  in  1690,  I,  24  \» 

246. 


D 


Dance  of  the  Spanifh  Creoles.  I,  64. — Why  the  Preiident  can  on- 
ly dance  with  his  wife,  147. 

Daxabon  (Borough  of).  I,  250. — Its  fituation,  extent,  250.— 
Its   importance,  258. 

Daxahon  (Canton  of).     Its  fituation,  I,  250,  259. 

Daxabon  (River  of).     See    Majfacre. 

Daxabon.     See  Daxabon. 

Decay.  Caufes  of  that  of  the  Spanifh  colony,  I,  139  and 
following. 

Defence  military.  That  of  the  North  part  of  Saint  Domingo, 
I,  258. — Defence  of  the  Weft  part  of  the  Spanifh  co- 
lony, /,  288. — The  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh  part  to_ 
France  mould  better  it,  II,  188.— That  of  the  ifland 
fhould  receive  no  advantage  from  the  ceffion  of  the 
Spanifh  part  to  France,  199-— ~and  following. 

Delivery  of  Women  in  Child-bed.  Is  in  general  very  fortunate 
and  eafy   through  the    Spanifh  part  of  the  ifland,  /, 

Demi-Annat.     See  Public  Revenues. 

D'Ennery  (Mr.).  Concludes  the  treaty  of  the  Boundaries,  I,  xxx. — 
Of  the  ffiflorual  Abridgement. 
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Debts.     Means  of  obtaining  payment  of  them,  77,  77. 

Defcription   of  the    French  part  of  Saint  Domingo.—  See  Author. 

Defert  of  Saint  Yago.     What  it  is,  7,   256. 

Defer ters.     Their  rellitution  77,  165. 

Define  Duluiffon  (M.).  Praife  of  this   Creole  Magiftrate,  77,122. 

D'Eflaing  (M.).  Was  very  defirous  that  France  mould  obtain 
Samana,  7,  190. 

Difeafes.  Lefs  alarming  in  the  rainy  feafon,  7,  22. — Diforders 
on  the  fkin,  23. — Thofe  of  the  Spaniih  colony,  52. — 
Treatment  of  the  Small-pox,  52. — Leprofy,  52.-— 
Thofe  which  mow  down  the  Indians,  140. — Thofe 
which  defolated  Saint  Domingo,  142. — They  fuppofe 
that  the  glanders  and  ftrangles  have  been  introduced  by 
the  Horfes  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
carbuncle  by  their  Oxen,  77,  152. — Thofe  of  the  troops, 
203. 

Dijiance.  That  from  Saint  Domingo  to  Porto-Rico,  7,  2. — 
That  from  Saint  Domingo  to  Jamaica,'  2. — From  Saint 
Domingo  to  Cuba,  2. — From  the  borough  of  Neybe 
to  Azua  86. — From  the  borough  of  Neybe  to  the  boun- 
dary, 86. — From  the  Guard-Houfe  of  the  boundary  of 
Neybe  to  Port-au-Prince,  87. — From  Santo  Domingo 
to  Port-au-Prince,  87. — From  Santo  Domingo  to 
Azua,  97. — From  the  Bay  of  Ocoa  to  Santo  Domingo, 
97. — From  Bani  to  Santo  Domingo,  100.  —  From 
Nifao  to  Nigua,  108. — From  the  City  of  Santo  Do- 
mingo to  Cape  Francais  and  Port  au-Prince,  149.— 
From  Mont-de-Plate  to  Santo  Domingo,  162. — From 
Mont-de-Plate  to  the  mouth  of  Macoriz,  162. — Be- 
tween Seybo  and  the  ifland  of  Saint  Catherine,  1 64.— 
From  Higuey  to  Santo  Domingo,  166. — From  Santo 
Domingo  to  Samana,  167. — From  Cape  la  Grange  to 
Cape  Francais,  204. — From  Cotuy  to  Santo  Domingo, 
218. — From  Cotuy  to  Bay  of  Samana,  219. — From 
Cotuy  to  Vega,  219. — From  Vega  to  Santo  Domingo, 
to  Bay  of  Samana,  to  Cotuy,  to  Saint  Yago,   232.— 

Vol  H.  LI 
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From  Daxabon  to  Ganto  Domingo,  to  Saint  Yago,  to 
Monte  Chrift,  to  Ouanaminthe,  to  Fort-Dauphin,  to 
Cape  Francais,  and  to  Hinche,  251. — Prom  Hinche, 
to  Saint  Mark,  to  the  Petite-Riviere  of  Artibonite,  to 
Verrettes,  to  Mirebalais,  to  Cape  Francais,  to  Santo 
"Domingo,  to  Port-au-Prince,  268.' — From  Banique,  to 
Hinche  and  Mirebalais,  274. — From  Saint  Raphael  to 
Santo  Domingo,  295. — From  Daxabon  to  Santo  Do- 
mingo, 296. — From  ifle  Beate  to  the  Cape  of  fame 
name,  308. — From  Altavele  to  Frayles,  311. — From 
Frayles  to  Falfe  Cape,  311. 

Dijlributor  of  Suits.     What  it  is,   77,  55. 

D'Qgeron.  Forms  a  habitation  at  Port-Margot,  I,  iij. — Of 
the  Abridgement. — Goes  to  Samana,  186. — Finds  the 
fettlement  of  Samana  important,  181. — Caufes  Saint 
Yago  to  be  attacked  in  1 66y,  240. —  Encourages  the 
firft  French  colonifts  to  cultivate,  II,    100. 

Dogs.  Employed  to  purfue  Cattle,  7,  75. — Inconvenience  re- 
futing therefrom,  75. — How  they  make  an  efcape 
from  Crocodiles,  224. — They  prove  hurtful  to  the 
French  hattes,  77,   106.   . . 

Domuiicans  (Friars).  'They  have  at  Santo  Domingo  a  Convent 
founded  by  Charles  V.  7,  136. — TheUniverfky  is  united 
to  this  Convent,    136. 

Dominicans  (Nuns) .  They  have  a  Convent  at  Santo  Domingo,  7,  1 36. 

Dondon.  Its  fituation,  I,  vij,  of  the  Abridgement,  259,  263. — 
Firf!:  conceiTion  given  in  this  place,  7,  xii,  of  the  A- 
bridgement. — Difputes  about  the  Boundaries  vij,  xiij, 
xviij,  xix,  of  the  Abridgement. — From  thence  the 
Spaniards  have  brought  the  grains  of  coffee  which  they 
have  planted,  62. 

Docr-keeeper.     The  Royal   Court  has  one,  IT,  55. 

Drake.     This  Admiral  attacks    Santo  Domingo,  7,  142. 
Drink.     The  temperance  of  the  Spanifh  Creoles  is  again  remark- 
able in  their  drink,  150. 
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Drought.     Period  of  Drought,  /,  19. — Hurtful  to  animals,  j6.—~ 

Common  in  the  territory  ofBani,  102. — The  diftri&of 

Saint  John  is  fubjecl  to  it,  282. 
Du  Buc  (  M. )  ■  He  wrote  a  memoir  in  favour  of  the  ceffion  of  the 

Spanilh  part  to   France,  II,  198. — See  Cejjion  of  the  Spa' 

nifl?  part. 
Dye.  Seed  fit  for  dying  black,  I,  245. 


E. 

Earth-quake.  Its  effe&s  perceptible  in  the  mountains  of  the 
ifland,  I,  10. — Almoft  always  bears  a  part  in  the  defafters 
attributed  to  hurricanes,  28. — That  of  1751,  96,  136. 
— Overwhelms  the  ancient  town  of  Azua,  96.— Thofe 
of  1634  &  1691,  142. — Almoft  all  Vega  was  deftroyed 
in  1564,  231. — That  of  1770,  292. 

JEafier  devotions.     Rigor  of  Eafter  duty,  I,  47,  138. 

Ecclejiajiicks.  Conditions  required  of  them,  I,  123. — They  can 
fill  no  employement  nor  carry  on  any  kind  of  trade  or 
commerce,  II,  44. — Regards  they  are  the  object,  of,  44. 
—  See  Archbijhop  ;  Clergy. 

Echo.  It  is  faife  that  they  have  none  at  Saint-Domingo,  I,  25. 

Education.  It  fails  in  general,  I,  59. 

Elevation.  Elevation  of  the  fite  at  the  Weflern  part  of  the 
Spanifh  Colony,  I,  263,  279.  - —  See  Mountains. 

Encouragement.  It  is  granted  to  the  new  fettlements,  II,  83. 

England.  The  means  {he  has  taken  to  make  amends  for  the  lols 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  her  views  relative 
to  the  poffible  lofs  of  herfugar  iflands,  II,  235. 

Ennery. — See  d'Ennery. 

Envoy,  The  French  Adminiftrators  depute  to  the  Spanifh  Prefi- 
dent,  II,  180. — In  which  cafe  the  French  Governor 
fends  one,  180. — Honours  paid  to  Envoys,  183. — In- 
demnity of  him  who  is  charged  to  compliment  the 
Spanifh  Prcfident,  185. 

L  1  2 
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Epitaph.'— See  Colomhus. 

Epizootie.  Is  known  alfo  in  the  Spaniih  part,  I,  75. 
Equinox.  At  this  time  the  Winds  are  very  powerful,  I,  16. 
Ejfaing. — See  d'Eftaing. 
Etendal.  Meafure  of  land,  II,  84. 
Excommunication.  Ufe  they  make  of  it,  I,  47. 
Extent. — See  C oaf  j    Dijiance  s   Plains  Saint  Domingo  ;  Spanijb 
part. 


F. 


Fandinguetie.  A  kind  of  dance,  I,  54. 

Fanegne.  Meafure  of  land,  II,  84. 

Farm. — See  Slaughter  houfes  ;  Tavern. 

Farm  of  ground  provifons  (Polink).  Place  where  they  cultivate 
roots,  herbs  and  fruits,  &c.  I,  65. — See  Conaco. 

Fathers  of  the  Order  of  Mercy.— See  Mercy. 

Fathers  of  the  Order  of  Redemption.  —See  Mercy. 

Fig-tree  (  Marine  )  Its  ufe,  I,  13. 

Finances.     Their  Adminiftration,  II,  39,  77, 

Firft-Fruits.  The  Pope  gives  them  up  to  the  Bifhops  of  Saintr 
Domingo,  I,  123. — They  are  the  fame  as  in  the  Archr 
biihopric  of  Seville,  II,  43. 

Fifcal  (  Attorney  general  ).  In  what  cafe  he  gives  the  calling 
vote  to  the  court,  II,  21. — The  Prefident  &  common 
Alcades  are  his  judges  in  criminal  matters, 26. — Condudt 
prescribed  him,  27,  31.— He  is  the  king's  agent,  29, 
30.— He  wears  a  robe,  29.  —  His  functions,  30.  — 
His  duties,  30.— Renders  accounts  to  the  king,  30. — 
Things  which  are  forbid  him,  30,  31.  —  When  he  is 
hindered  from  executing  his  functions  the  exercice  of 
them  devolves  to  the  youngeft  auditor,  or  to  a  Counfellor 
at  law,  30,  3 1 .  —  He  aififts  at  decifions  in  government 
cafes,  31. — He  is  a  public  party  in  all  tribunals  and  has 
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hh  deputies,  31 —He  examines  the  cafes  of  the  police^  1. 
—He  infpecls  the  decifions  of  the  President  refpedting  the 
public  treafury,  31,— r- He  renders  annually  an  account 
to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  concerning  the  revenue, 
31. — He  watches  the  cpndudl  of  the  miniflers  of  juilice, 
31.— He  is  fubj  eel;  to  reprimand,  31, — He  is  aware  the 
temporary  nominations  of  thePreiident  of  not  prolonging, 
3  iv— When  he  can  accufe  without  an  informer,  32* — ■ 
He  can  challenge  an  Auditor,  32.— Accounts  which  he 
renders  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  32. — He  can  have 
a  fubftitute  at  court,  32.  —  He  examines  the  caufes 
brought  before  the  Ordinary  touching  ecclefiaftical  im- 
munities, 45. — He  makes  complaint  againfl:  the  difpou- 
tion  made  by  the  eccleliaftieks  of  things  acquired  con- 
trary to  the  Councils,  45. — He  mufLinfpedl  what  regards 
medecine,  furgery  &  pharmacy,  II,  87. — His  infpeftion 
over  husbands,  .89.  —  See  Court  Royal  ;  Qjftciers  royal 
Prefident. 

Fi/hery.     I,  211,  216. 

Fijhes.  Thofe  of  the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  30,  211,  216, 
305. — They  abound  on  the  Spaniih  coaft,  49,  306.— 
—  Of  the  Bay  of  Samana,  192. — Of  the  Bay  of  Man- 
cenilla,  21 1. — They  abound  in  the  rivers,  306. 

Florida.  The  fettlement  of  both  Floridas  contributed  to  depo- 
pulate Saint  Domingo,  I,  141. 

Fly.  The  worm  of  which  is  very  deilru&ive  to  animals,  I,  75. 

Food  of  the  Spanijh  Creoles,  I,  49. 

For  efts.  Their  utility,  I,  5. 

Fort-Dauphin.  The  Buccaneers  fettled  on  a  fmall  ifland  of  its 
bay,  I,  iij  of  abridgment. — The  Spaniards  required  that 
the  fpot  where  that  town  lyes  fhould  be  confidered 
as  a  point  of  the  boundaries,  x,  of  Abridgement.  —  The 
interval  which  feparates  it  from  Cape  Franeais  prefents, 
military  advantages,  II,  203. 

Fort-Saint-Chrijlopber,     Where  it  was,  I,  110. 

Fort-Saint-Jerome.  Its  dtftance  from  the  city  of  Santo  Domingo, 
I,  no.— Its  fituation,  its  nature,  112. 
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Fortifications.  Thofe  of  Santo  Domingo,  I,  112.— See  Defentx  ; 
i 'ort-Saint-J 'erome. 

France.     She  ought  to  claim  Louisiana,  II,  235. 

Frayles  (The).  Small  iilands  near  the  coaft  of  Saint  Domingo,  I, 
3 10. — Their  fituation,  3 1  o,  3 1 1 . 

Free-Booters. — See  French.- 

Freed  people  of  colour.  Their  number,  I,  55.  —  The  law  againft 
them  are  become  obfolete,  57. — They  may  be  priefts 
if  not  negro-men,  57. — They  form  a  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  parifh  of  Water-Mills,  107. 

Freeing  Jlaves.  Its  increafe,  by  what  motives,  I,  55.  —  Govern- 
ment requires  no  compenfation  for  the  ratification  of 
it,  56. 

French.  Remaining  alone  from  Adventurers,  Free-booters  and 
Buccaneers,  feize  a  part  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  3. — Twice 
they  plunder  Saint- Yago,  240.  —  Nature  of  their  firft 
fettlements  at  Saint  Domingo,  II,  100  ^  following. 

Fruit i.  Some  fruits  of  Europe  have  thriven  at  Saint  Domingo,  I, 
31. — The  ifland  offert  them  plentifully,  305. 


Gales  (  Southern).  Whence  comes  this  name,  I,  29. 

Galifet  (  M.  de  ).   Encourages  the  eftabliihment  of  the  hattes,  II, 

109. 
Galleons.  Two  were  loll  in  the  bay  of  Samaria,  I,    175.  —  They 

were  formerly  the  means  of  commerce  between  Spain  & 

America,  II,  125. 
Galvez  ( Don  Bernard  de  ) .  Exception  to  which  he  gives  place, 

II,  8.  —  His  praife,  II,  8. 
Game.  I,  305. 
Garcia   (  Don  Joachim  ) .   Spanifn  commiffary  for  the  treaty  of 

Boundaries,  I,  xxxj  of  Abridgements 
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Garden.  The  Spanifb  Creole  thinks  little  about  them,  I,  55. 

Gate. — See  Porte. 

Ginger.  Importance  of  its  culture  formerly,   I,    65.  —  Where  its 

culture  is  yet  preferved,  304. 
Gona.'ves.  The  Spaniards  encroach  there  on  the  bounds,  I,  xvij 
of  Abridgement. —  Nature  of  the  foil  between  Gonaives 
&  Mole  Saint  Nicholas,  10. 
Gona-ve  (  Ifland).   Effefl  refpe&ing  the  wind,  attributed  to  the 

direction  of  that  fmall  ifland,  I,  2 1 . 
Government.     What  government  the  firft  French  fettlers  at  Saint 
Domingo,  was  obedient  to  I,  ij,    of  Hiftorical  Abridge- 
ment.— It  is  to  the  Spanifh  government  that  they  mufl 
afcribe  the  indifferent  ftate  of  the  colony,  307.  //,  152. 
— On  whom  the  civil   government  devolves   in  cafe  of 
abfence  or  death  of  the  Prefident,   II,    13. — See  Court 
Royal  ,•   Prefident. 
Governor.     One   of  the   titles  of  the  chief  of  the  Spanifh   co- 
lony,   77,    1 1 . — His    competence,      11.  —  See     Prefi- 
dent. 
Grazier.     See  Herdfman. 
Grenadins.     See  Antilles. 
Gri??iouard    (M.  de).     Shipwrecked  in  the  Bay  of  Samana,   I, 

177. 
Guacanaric.     Cacique  of  the  kingdom  of  Marien,  I,  33. 
Guadaloupe.     See  Ceffion. 

Guarionex.  Cacique  of  the  kingdom  of  Magua,  /,  33, 
Gulph  of  Mexico.  Saint  Domingo  is  fituate  at  its  entrance,  J, 
1. — Some  fuppofa  that  the  ifland  between  the  Oronoque 
and  the  channel  of  Bahama  where  the  tops  of  a  chain 
of  Mountains  running  acrofs  a  country,  the  fubmer- 
fion  of  which  produced  that  gulph,  6. 
Gufman  (Don  Jofeph).    Founder  of  Atalaya,  I,  263.— Is  made 

Baron  of  Atalaya,  263. — His  virtues,  263. 
Guyabin.  —  See  Rebouc. 
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H 

Hail.  I,  22. 

Handkerchief-Square.   (Shoal).  Its    foliation,  I,     313,      II,    190. 

Hattas.  Signification,   I,  6j. 

Hattes .  Signification,  /,  43  ,65*  — !  How  they  diflinguifh  the 
hattes,  65. —  They  are  of  an  immenfe  extent,  67. — They 
contain  different  hattas,  6j.  • —  How  they  are  governed, 
68.  —  The  conceffions  for  hattes  are  confidered  as  the 
firft,  77,  83.  —  Extent  of  territory  conceded  to  them, 
84.  —  The  Spaniards  fold  the  produce  of  them  to  the 
„  French  fince  1685,  ioz.  —  They  began  in  the  Nor- 
thern part  in  the  French  colony,  102.  —  Names  of  the 
firft  French  Hattiers,  102.  —  Their  number  already 
decreafed  in  1712,  104.  —  Neceffity  of  limiting  them, 
338,  146,  150. — ■  Defects  of  their  regimen,  143.- — 
Advantages  they  could  receive  by  the  ceflion  of  the 
Spanifh  part  to  France,  191.  —  Reafons  to  think  that 
the  ceffion  of  the  Spaniih  part  would  injure  them,  206. 

Hdttier.  — -  See  Herd/man* 

Hwannah.  The  packet  coming  from  Spain  every  month,  goes 
thither  after  having  anchored  at  Monte-Chrifl,  I,   148. 

Henry.  (Cacique),     Gives  his  name  to  one  of  the  Ponds,  I,  85.  — 
Retires  to  Boya,  162.  —  He  obtains  from  Charles  V  the 
tittle  of  Don,  163. 

Henriquille.  — •  See  Henry.  Pond  of  Henri  quille. 

Herb.  -**■  See  Sa-uana. 

Herdfman.  His  apartment,  Furniture,  Bedding,  I,  6g.  —  His 
food,  his  exertions,  69. — His  ilrength,  his  dexterity,  70, 
71,  72. 

HermiioftbeBayofSamana.     I,    1 93. 

Hide.  Bed  of  the  Spaniih  Creoles,  I,  53.  —  The  Colony  furniihes 
immenfe  quantities  of  them,  66,  139.  —  They  deftroyed 
animals  for  the  fkin,  66,  75.  —  The  curious  manner 
in  which  they  fit  in  a  hide  in  croffing  rivers,  223. 

Higuey 
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Higuey.  One  of  the  five  Indian  kingdoms  of  Saint-Domingo  at 
the  time  of  its  difcovery,  i,  33, 

(City  of).     Its  fituation,  165. — Its  qther  names,   165. — 

By  whom  founded.   165.  —  Its  arms,  165.  —  Its  popu- 
lation,  166. 

Hinche.  (Canton  of).  The  parifh  church  of  Ssint-Raphael  is 
fcarcely  more  than  a  chapel  of  eafe  of  Hinche,  I,  262. 
—  Atalaye  is  a  chapel  of  eafe  belonging  to  it,  262.— 
It  was  formerly  called  Gohave  or  New  Gohave,  266.  — 
Its  fituation,  368. — Fertile  and  healthful,  281. 
■  -  (Town  of).  Mr.  Ducafle  wilhed  to  deftroy  it,  267.  — 
Its  fituation,  extent,  population,  267. 

Hifpaniola.  Name  given  by  Columbus  to   the  ifland  of  Saint-Do- 
mingo, i,  2.  —  The   ifland  of  Saint-Domingo  is  Hill 
.  thus  named  by  the  Spaniards,  2. 

Hiftory.     Precious  materials  which  the  hiftory  could  find  in  the 
archives  of  the  Council  of  Indies  to  make   America  be 
well  known,  II,  9. — Character  by  which  hiftory  muft  be 
diftinguifhed,  9. 
.;- of  Saint -Domingo. — See  Author. 

Hog.  Difficulty  of  rearing  them,  7,  221.  —  The  ufe  they  are 
of,   255. 

Hog  Mar  on.     Hunting  of  this  animal,  I,  214. 

Holy-See.  Concordate  between  it  and  the  king,  II,  41.  —  It  has 
no  immediate  authority  in  the  Colonies,  41.' — Has 
given  up  the  tithes  to  the  king,  42. 

Honey.     Very  common  in  the  Spanifti  part,  I,  49  ;  II,  239. 

Honours.  Thoferenderedatpublicceremonies.il,  61,  —  Thofe 
rendered  in  the  French  part  to  the  Spanilh  Prefident, 
1 8 1 . — Thofe  mutually  conferred  on  the  Envoys  of  both 
governments,   183,   185. 

Horje.  A  fine  race  of  horfes  at  Azua,  •  I,  94.  —  Was  a  ftranger 
animal  to  America,  94.  —  Three  kinds  of  horfes  at 
Saint-Domingo,  95.  —  Character  of  the  Spaniih  Creole 
horfe,  95. — They  bring  ftallions  from  Caraque,  96. 
The  diftrift  of  Bani  has  a  fine  breed,  103.  —  Spaniards 
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fend  a  few  horfes  into  the  French  part,  180,  II,  139. — 
Defects  of  horfes  brought  from  the  United-States,  139- 

—  Defects  of  the  Spanifh  horfes,  140.  —  Mode  of 
breaking  them,  141  mid  following.  —  Vices  in  the 
training  of  a  horfe,  142.  —  The  French  colony  has 
occafion  for  two  thoufand  horfes  annually,   143. 

Hofpital.  Where  Michael  of  PafTamonte  had  founded  one,  /,   136. 

—  There  were  three  at  Saint-Domingo  one  of  which 
was  built  by  Ovando,   137. 

Hoite.  (The).  One  of  the  higheft  mountains  of  Saint-Domingo,  I, 

11.  —  Its  climate,   18. 
Hcufe  of  Contract  at  ion.  II,   88. 
Eoiifes.  Thofe  of  Santo-Domingo,  /,   117. 
Humidity.  Senfible   in  the   climate   of  Saint-Domingo,  /,  22.— 

Caufes  of  it,  22.  —  EfFefts  it  produces,  23. 
Hunting.  Firft  reiTource  of  the  French  at  Saint-Domingo,  II,   100. 

—  It  was  injurious  to  the  hattes,    106. 

Hurricane.  I,  26.  —  Defcription  of  one,  26  to  30.  • —  Deftroys 
old  Santo-Domingo,  115.  — Hurricanes  rage  in  the 
Southern  part  of  Saint-Domingo,  254. 

Hufbands.  Laws  by  which  they  cannot  live  feparate  from  their 
wives,  //.  89, 


I. 


Ileignes.  Name  given  in  the  Colony  of  Spanifh  Saint-Domingo 
to  the  emigrants  from  the  Canaries  iflands,  /,  gy,  ioi, 
144,  201.— Borough  of  this  name,  117,  144,  152. — 
Lefs  indolent  than  the  other  colonifts,  282. 

Impofis.    That  on  the  animals,  /,  75. — SeePublic-Revenv.es. 

Indian.  An  Indian  Princefs  is,  they  report,  the  caufe  of  fettling 
of  Santo-Domingo,  i,  114. 

Indians.  Name  which  they  gave  to  Saint-Domingo,  I,  1.  — 
Exterminated   by  the   Spaniards,  2,   157.  —  Burried  in 
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the  mines,  5.  —  They  formed  five  kingdoms  at  Saint- 
Domingo,  35. —  Some  creols  pretend  to  bedefcended 
from  them,  59.  —  Their  bondage,  diftribution,  14.0. — 
Cruely  treated,  14.0.  —  Difeafes  attending  them,  140. 
—  Where  the  laft  refidue  of  them  retire  in  the  ifland, 
162,  —  They  were  armed  wfth  arrows,  173.  —  They 
ufed  wooden  fwords,  193.  —  Their  deftru&ion  has 
brought  on  the  decay  of -the  whole  ifland,  //,  222. 

Indies  Spanijh.  Name  given  by  Spain  to  her  Colonies  in  the  New 
World,  //,  5.  —  They  are  entire  part  &  inalienable 
from  the  Spaniih  monarchy,  5;. 

Indigo.  Has  been   cultivated  on  the   firfl:  difcovery    of  the  ifland, 

I,  62,  II,  1  oi, — How  many  indigo-plantations  could 
find  place  in  the  parilh  of  Water-mills,  I,.  107.  —  In- 
fluence of  its  culture  on  the  fettlement  of  the  French 
colony,  II,  10 1. 

Inquijition.  How  exercifed  at  Saint  Domingo^  I,,  14,6,  II,,  49. — 
How  introduced  at  Saint  Domingo  &  at  what  period, 

II,  45. — It  depends  on  the  tribunal  eilabliihed  at  Car- 
thagena,  4.6,  49.  — It  has  three  tribunals  in  America, 
46. — 'How  thefe  tribunals  are  compofed,  46.  —  Cere- 
mony at  the  .  eftabliflirnent  of  a  tribunal  of  inquifition, 
46. — Its  revenue,  49,— It  abhors  books,  5 1 . 

In/efts.  Their  multiplicity  in  the  low  lands  along  the  fea  coaft,  I, 

13.— Torment  they  occafion,  53. — They  are  protected 

by  the  Mangrove-tree,  192. 
InfpeSlor-General.     Honours   due  to  him,  II,  66.  —  He  is  named 

by  the  Council   of  the  Indies,  92. — His  privileges,  its 
functions,  92,  93. 
IrifurreSiion. — See  Fugitive  Negroes. 
Intereft.  That  of  the  produce  of  a  fugar-eftate,  II,  228. 
Interpreters.     The  Royal  Court  choofes  its  interpreters,  II,  55. 
Inundations.     Their  ravages,  I,  24. — Thofe  of  Ozama,  114. 
IJabella  (Ancient).  Columbus  founds  it,  I,  203. — Why  he  gives 

it  this  name,.  203. — Its  fituation,  203. — What  becomes 

of  itj  203. 
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(New).  Becoanes  Santo   Domingo,  I,    114,   203. — 

Founded  by  Bartholomew  Columbus,  1 14. 
■-  (  Point ).  Its  pofition,  I,  202. 

(River).  Forms  the  port  of  Santo   Domingo   by  its 

confluence  with  Ozama,  I,  113.  —  Whence  it  takes  its 
fource,  113.  '■• — How  it  is  crofled  ,  152.  —  May  be 
afcended  in  a  canoe  to  within  four  of  five  leagues  of  its 
confluence  the  Ozama,  152. 

IJlands  (Windward  ).  The  ceflion  of  the  Spanifh  part  would  be 
favorable  to  their  inhabitants,  II,  193,  195. 

— — (  Little  ).  About  Santo  Domingo,  I,  37,  308, 


J- 

Jacohin  Friars.  —  See  Dominicans. 

■  Nuns.  —  See  Dominicans. 

Jailer.  How  appointed,  II,  33. — Their  police,  76. — See  Alcades 
ofprijons. 

Jamaica.  Its  diftance  from  Saint  Domingo,  I,  2. ; — Its  conquelt 
by  the  Englifh,  108. — The  Dominicans  of  Santo  Do- 
mingo take  the  title  of  Abbot  of  Jamaica,  122. — The 
Abbey  of  Jamaica  was  dependant  on  the  Archbiihoprick 
of  Santo  Domingo,  121.  —  The  preparations  for  its 
conqueft  have  beenma"de  at  Saint  Domingo,  139. 
ayna^  (Canton).  Its  former  fertility,  I,  109.  —  There  we  find 
indigo  grow  wild,  109. — Its  mines,  no. 

(  Parifh  of ).  Or   of  St-Rofe,  I,    no.  —  Comprehends 

ancient  Bonaventure,  10. — It  mull  be  confidered  as  a 
dependancy  of  Santo  Domingo,  1 10.  —  Its  population, 
1 10. 

— — — : —  (  River  of).  It  may  be  rendered  navigable,  I,  109. — 
Its  courfe,  109,  no,  in,  112. — The  land  which  bor- 
ders it,  109. —  It  cannot  be  forded   109,   112.  —  The 
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mines  of  Saint  Chriftopher  are  near  the  head  of  its  cur- 
rent, no.  —  Project  of  conducting  its  water  to  Santo- 
Domingo,  115. — Its  mines,  155. 

jferemie.  A  new   fettlement  formed  in  that  french  parifh,  II,  222. 

Jefuits.  They  had  a  fugar-ftate  at  Ocoa,  I,  102. —  They  founded 
a  college  at  Santo  Domingo,  137.  —  See  Charlevoix  ; 
Le  Pers. 

Junte.  Signifies  ajjembly,  hoard,  II,  8. 

Jy/lice.  It  is  the  generical  appellation  of  the  inferior  tribunal  in 
iirft  inftance  formed  by  the  ordinary  Alcades,  II,  71.— 
It  is  fubordinate  to  the  Royal  Court,  7 1 . — Its  compe- 
tence, 7 1 . — What  rules  an  appeal  from  its  decilions  is 
fubmitted  to,  72. 


K. 


Keeper.  Of  prifons,  II.  —  See  Alcades  of  prifons, 

King.  Exercifes  all  his  powers  in  the  Spanilh  colonies,  II,  5.  —  In 
all  the  Indies  the  patronage  belongs  exclufively  to  the 
King,  40. — The  revenues  of  vacant  benefices  and  the 
property  of  the  deceafed  Archbifliops  belong  to  him,  41. 
He  defrays  all  the  expences  of  divine  fervice,  42.— 
Tithes  belong  to  him,  42. 

Kingdom.  Saint  Domingo  formed  five  Kingdoms  at  the  time  of 
its  difcovery,  I,  33. 

of  Higuey,  I,  33,  34. 


-ofMagua,  I,  33,  34. 

—  of  Maguana,  33,  34. 

—  of  Marien,  I,  33,  34. 

—  ofXaragua,  I,  33,  34. 
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La  Grange. —-See  Cape-la-Grange. 

Laguna  of  Azuei.  —  See  Pond. 

haguna  Icotea.  —  See  Pond. 

Lancers.  Horfemen  armed  with  Lances.  Keepers  of  animals  who 

bear  Lances  on  Horfeback,  I,  68. 
Land  Soapy.  Vhat  is  is,  I,    10. 
Landing.  —  See  Defence  military. 

Larez  de  Guaba  or  Guahaba.  They  purpofed  to  make  it  a  Bifho- 
prick,  I,  120,  269.  —  It  is  only  a  canton  of  Hinche, 
269. — Founded  by  Roderigo  Mefcia,  269.  —  Its  name, 
269. — Arms,  269. — Situation.  269. 

Las  Cafas.  What  he  has  faid  of  the  population  of  Santo  Domingo, 
I,  42. — He  officiated  at  the  firft  high  mafs  fung  in  the 
ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  230. 

Latitude.  Degrees  of  Latitude  in  which  the  ifland  of  Saint 
Domingo  lies,  I,  2. — That  of  Santo  Domingo,  149.— 
That  of  Point  de  l'Epee,  169.— That  of  Cape  del 
Enganno,  169. — That  of  Cape  Raphael,  169. — Of 
Point  Icaque,  (Icaco  Point),  174.— That  of  Anfe-a- 
Grapin,  (Graplin-Cove),  177.— That  of  Cape  Rezon 
or  Cape  Samana,  1 94. — That  of  Cape  Cabron,  1 94. — 
Of  Old  Cape  Fran^ais,  198. — Of  Cape  la  Roche 
,  .  198. — Of  Point  Ifabella,  202.- — Of  Cape  la  Grange, 
204. — Of  Beate,  309. 

Laws.  Code  of  thofe  of  the  colonies  or  kingdoms  of  the  In- 
dies, II,  57. — Lefs  numerous  than  in  the  French  co- 
lonies, 38. — Thofe  of  Caftille  muft  be  followed  in  all 
cafes  where  thofe  of  the  Indies  are  mute,  38.— When 
the  laws  of  Caftille  are  filent  the  Roman  laws  are 
cor.fulted,  38 — 'The  Canon  law  is  the  rule  in  eccle- 
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fiaftical  matters,  38. — They  emanate  from  the  King 
and  are  figned  by  him,  38. — They  mult  be  fealed, 
38. — Remedy  if  they  are  bad,  38. — The  Council  of 
the  Indies  propofes  to  make  or  abrogate  them,  38. — 
They  are  explained  by  royal  fchedules,  provifions 
and  difpatches,  39. — Where  they  are  depolited,  39. — 
How  the  Corporation  receive  .them,  39. — They  bear 
all  the  marks  of  the  religious  ideas  of  the  Spaniards, 
40. — See  Adminijlration  ;  Council  of  the  Indies  ,•  Court 
Royal ;   Government  ;  Prejident  s  Treafury. 

Lazaretto.  One  at  Santo  Domingo,j  152. — One  at  Saint  Yago, 
242. 

he  BraJJeur  (M.).  Wrote  a  memoir  in  favour  of  the  ceffion  of 
the  Spanifh  part  to  France,  II,   198. 

Leogane.     Its  inhabitants   pafs  over  to  Bayaguana,  /,   163. 

Le  Pers  (Jefuit)-.  It  is  from  his  memoirs  that  his  fellow  Charle- 
voix has  written  the  hiftory  of  Saint  Domingo,  i,  181, 
'      235. 

Leprojy.     See  Lazaretto. 

Lieutenant  of  the  Seal. — See  Seals. 

Limhe.  The  adminiftrators  took  up  the  lands  which  had  been 
there  given  for  hattes,  //,  108. 

Limonade.  It  is  the  firft  place  of  the  French  part  which  has 
had  fome  hattes,  II,  102. — Its  hattes  deftroyed  in  1691 
and  1695,  103. — They  grant  the  land  of  its  hattes  for 
cultivation,  107. 

Liria  (Duke  of).  Poffeffes  by  alliance  the  immenfe  property 
of  Chriflopher  Columbus,  /,  1 34. — He  does  nothing 
to  celebrate  the  memory  of  this  great  man,  131. 

Lift  (M.  Adam).  His  obfervations  concerning  the  mountains  of 
Saint  Domingo,  1,  8. 

Longitude.  Degrees  of  longitude  with  which  the  ifland  of  Saint 
Domingo  correfponds,  /,  2. — That  of  Santo  Domingo, 
149.— That  of  Point  de  1'Epee,  169. — That  of  Cape 
del   Enganno,    169. — That  of  Cape  Raphael,    169. — 
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Of  Point  Icaque,  (Icaco  -  Point),  174, — Of  Anfe  a- 
Grapin,  (Graplin-Cove),  174. — That  of  Cape  Rezon  or 
Cape  Samana,  194. — That  of  Cape  Cabron,  194.— 
That  of  Old  Cape  Franeais,  198. — Of  Cape  la  Roche, 
19S- — Of  Point  Ifabella,  202. — Of  Cape  la  Grange,  204. 
— Of  Beate,  309. 

Lords.  Some  lands  near  Santo  Domingo  are  granted  to  the 
town's-people,  who  are  even  Lords  of  them,  7,  151. 

Louijlana.  Its  ceffion  is  criminal  in  the  Minifter  who  effected 
it,  II,  234,  237, — Horrors  committed  at  the  time  of 
the  ceffion,  234. — France  fhould  claim  it,  235. — 
Advantages  of  that  pofleffion  and  reafons  why  France 
ought  to  demand  it,  235,  And  fottowing.-f  Utility 
of  its  forefts,  flocks  and  herds  to  the  French  colonies, 
235. — It  is  the  intereft  of  Spain  to  give  it  up,  237. 
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Macoriz.  of  Abaxo.     I,   229. 

(Chaplainihip  of).     I,    199,  220. 

. (River  of).     Northward  of  the  ifland,  I,  199. 

(River     of).     Southward    of   the  iiland,    I,     162. — Its 

fource  and   courfe,    170. — Delightfulneft  of  its  Banks, 

171. 
Macome.     A  macorn  fignifies  a  pair,  I,  75. 
Magua.     One  of  the  five  kingdoms  of  Saint  Domingo,    I,   33, 

34- 
Maguana.     One  of  the  five   kingdoms  of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  33, 

34- 
Majorat.     Overfeer  of  a  hatte,  I,  68. 
(Under).     The  fecond  appointed  to  the  fuperintendance 

of  a  hatte,  I,  68. 

Man  can  eel. 
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Manganeel-Tree.     The  Spanifh  fifhermen  take  care  to  burn  it,  Iy 

MancenillA.     See  Bay  of Mancenilla. 

Mangrove-Tree.     For  what  it  is  ufeful,  I,   13,  214. — It   flourifhes 
in  all  the   fea's  borders  of  the    torrid   zone,  192. — It 
fhelters  infe&s,.  192*. 
Mantel.     See  Bahoruco*. 

Manners.     See  Creoles  Spanifi  (Men  and  Women). 
Map.     Drawn  for  this  defcription,   8,   Of  the  Advertifement. — 
How  a  Spaniih  map  marks  the  boundaries  between  both 
nations,  viij>    Of  the  Hijlorical  Abridgement .—Opinion 
infpired  by  the  fight  of  the  map  of  America. 
M^rien,    One  of  the  five  kingdoms  of  Saint-Domingo,  I,  33,  34. 
Market.    That  of  Santo-Domingo,  I,  135. 

Marriage.     Molt  frequent  in.  the  Spaniih  part,  I,  48. — They  there 
encourage  the  fugitive  French  negroes  to  marry,  II,  176. 
Martinico.    Is  become  the  principal  feat   of  government   of  the 
French  Antilles,  I,  3.— -Its  geographical  importance,  II, 
205. 
Maffacre  (  River  of ) .     Matters  relative  to  its  limits,  I>  xiij,  xv, 
Xvj,  xviij  of  the  Abridgement.  —  It  becomes  the  provifi- 
onary  limit,  xv  of  the  Abridgement. — Difputes  about  the 
property  of  the  ifland  of  the  fame  name,  xvj  of  the  Abrid- 
gment.  —  It  is  the  definitive  limit,    xxvj  of  the  Abrid- 
gment, 210,  211,  250. — Its  bed,  211. — Its  filh,  211. 
ffleafures  of  land,  I,  82,  II,  84.— See  Carreau,  Cbe'valerie,  Etendal, 

Fanegue. 
Men  of  colour.  —  See  Freed  men  of  colour: 
Men  remarkable.     Thofe  born  or  dwelling  at  Saint -Domingo,  I, 

Mercy  (  Fathers  of  the  order  of)  They  have  a  convent  at  Santo- 
Domingo,  I,  136. 

Mefia.     Society  relative  to  the  rearing  of  animals,  II,  151. 

Mexico.  Preparations  are  making  at  Santo-Domingo  for  its  con- 
quer!:, I,  139. — Its  conquefl  depopulates  Saint-Domingo, 
141. — Its  tranquillity  has  been  threatened,  II,  205. 

Vol.     II.  N  n 
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Militia.  That  of  Azua,  I,  97.  —  A  regiment  of  trained  militia  at 
Santo-Domingo,    itf.-^Of  Hinche,  268. 

Mill  (Sugar).  '^To  whom  they  are  indebted  for  the  firft  conftrutted 
at  Santo-Domingo,  I,  304. 

(Cattle).     Thofe  which, they  call  Trapiches,  I,,  61.  —  Thofe 

between  Nifao  and  Ozama,  150. 

•  ■  (Water).  Where  the  firft  fettlements  were  fituated  at  Saint- 
Domingo,  I,  106. 

M  lis  (Water) .  New  parifh  which  is  but  a  chapel  of  eafe  of  Santo- 
Domingo,  I,  107. — Its  population,  107. 

Miner.  Are  numerous  in  the  mountains,  I,  5.  —  Thofe  of  Cibao, 
5,  228,  229,  269.  —  Nature  of  thofe  of  Saint-Domingo, 
31.—  Thofe  of  the  mountains  of  Bahoruco,  79. — Thofe 
of  Azua,  94.  —  Thofe  of  the  River  jayna,  109,  no  — 
Thofe  of  Saint-Chriftopher,  no.  —  That  of  the  town  of 
Santo-Domingo,  136. — That  near  Santo-Domingo,  139. 
—  Without  produce  on  account  of  the  deftruclion  of  the 
Indians,  140.  — Thofe  of  Bonaventure,  156.  —  Thofe  of 
Sainte-Rofe,  156.  —  Thofe  in  the  environs  of  the  bay  of 
Samana,  185,  191.  —  Thofe  of  Port-de-Plate,  200. — 
Thofe  of  Cotuy,  219.  —  Thofe  of  Saint  Yago,  243,  244. 
— Of  Guaba,  Banique  and  Saint- John,  282.  —  Working 
them  would  be  beneficial,  according  to  Valverde,II,  155. 
— They  are  highly  recommended  by  Valverde,  156. 

Minguet.  Firft  french  inhabitant  of  Dondon,  his  eulogium,  J, 
xij  of  hijlorical  Abridgment. 

Minifer  of the  Indies.  His  place  is  united  to  that  of  prefident  of 
the  Council  of  the  Indies,//,  io. 

Mint  at  Santo-Domingo,  I,  1 39.  * 

Mirebalais.  Matters  relative  to  the  boundaries,  I,  xiv  of  the  A- 
bridgment. — Convenient  to  the  hattes,  II,  109. 

Mole  Saint-Nicholas.   Its  refemblance  to  the  Bay  of  Samana,  I,  191. 

Mone.  A  fmall  ifland  in  the  eaft  part  of  Saint-Domingo,  I,  312. — 
Given  by  the  King  to  Bartholomew  Columbus,  312. 
Money.  That  minted  at  Bonaventure  annually,  I,  155.  —  At  Ve- 
ga, 229. — Value  of  \ke  quarton,  II,  158. 
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Monique.  A  little  iiland  in  the  eaft  part  of  Saint-Domingo,  I,  3 1 2. 

Monks  or  Friars.  Subject  to  epifcopal  jurifdittion,  II,  45.  — 
How  they  may  pafs  to  the  Indies,  46.  —  See  Convents  5 
Superjlitixm. 

Mont-de-Plate.  Its  fituation,  162.  —  How  eftablifhed,  162.  — « 
Its  population,  162. 

Monte -Chrifl.  The  Spanifh  packet  arrives  there  every  month,  I, 
148.  —  Its  ancient  population  pafles  to  Mont-de-Plate, 
162,  201.—  It  has  been  a  free  port,  201,  206.  —  Thus 
named  by  Columbus,  204.. — Its  bay,  2.05. — Arms,  205 ;. 
— How  it  has  been  peopled  205. — Its  actual  population. 
207.  —  It  may  be  a  good  landing  place,  I,  200,  201, 
202. 

(Town  of),  I,  205, 

Mortality.  That  of  the  negroes,  II,  195,  196,  212,  223,  228.  «—' 
That  of  the  whites,  212,  223.  —  That  of  troops,  213. 

Mountain  Round,  I,  169. — See  Cape  Raphael. 

Mountains.  Their  fituation,  direction,  I,  3,  4,  7.  —  Their  eleva- 
tion, 4,  II.- — Their  utility,  5.  —  They  contain  mines,  5.' 
—  Reafons  to  believe  they  have  remained  under  the  wa- 
ters, 7. — Opinion  of  Bulfon,  7. —  Their  compolition,  8, 
9,  10.  —  Nature  of  their  bafe,  9,  10.  —  Sea-fhells  are 
found  in  the  different  layers  of  the  mountains,  10. — They 
have  undergone  earth-quakes,  1  o.— The  feafons  are  mo- 
re gentle  and  agreeable  on  them  than  in  the  plains,  1 S* 
— Their  fituation  more  pleafant  than  that  of  the  plains, 
18. — Their  temperature,  18,  19.  —  Of  the  Spanifh  part, 
37,  —  Thofe  of  Cibao,  38.  —  Of  Bahoruco,  39,  78.  — • 
They  alfo  call  mountains  of  Maniel  thofe  of  Bahoru- 
co, 78, — Woods  of  the  mountains  of  Azua,  94, —  Thofer 
of  Nifao,  103. — Thofe  towards  Jayna,  10  j.  —  Thofe  of 
Pardave,  104,  156.  —  Thofe  of  Sevico,  159,  172.  — 
Thofe  which  divide  the  plain  of  Seybe  and  Higuey  from 
the  plain  of  Saint-Raphael,  171.  —  Thofe  of  Monte- 
Chrift,  172. — Between  Yuna  and  Camou,  237.  —  Of  St. 
Raphael,  262.  —  They  are  fometimes  confidered  a  com- 
mon property,  II,  84. — See  Chain, 
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Mules.     Defeats  in  training  them,  II,  143,  144.  —  Vet  more  necef- 

fary  in  the  French  part  than  horfes,  143.  — Of  a  lefs  fize 

than  thofe  of  the  Continent   of  the   Gulph  of  Mexico, 

143.  —  They  formerly  brought  fome  from  Georgia  one 

_©f  the  United  States  of  America,  145. 
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Names.   %"hofe  given  to  the  ifland  of  Saint-Domingo,  I,  1,  2. 

Nag.  —  See  AJfes. 

Naturalization.     Its  conditions,  II,   89. 

Negroes.     The  Portugueie  make  fome  of  them  priefts  and  bilhops, 
I,  57,  —  Are   not  numerous,  58.  —  There  are  fome 
fugitives  at  Bahoruco   or  Maniel,  79,  —  They  have 
purfued  thofe  of  Bahoruco,  79.  —  What  are  become  of 
them,    79.  —  Number   of  negroes   which     might   be 
employed  in  the  two  plains  of  Bahoruco,  83.  —  In  that 
of  Neybe,    85.  —   Number    of  Negroes  they    might 
have    in   the  plain  of  Azua,    97.  —  Spaniards  buy 
fome  in  the  French  part,   145.  —  There  are  good  fifher- 
men  among  them,  211.  —  They  do  not  fear  the  croco- 
dile, 213.  —  It  was  permitted  to  every  white  perfon  to 
have    but   one,  230.  — They   permitted  every  white 
perfon,  who  mould  fettle  in  Vega-Real  to  have  fix  of 
them,  230.  —  Their   fraudful  introdu&ion,  II,  81.  — 
Impoft  on   the   negroes,  81.   —   Formalities   at   their 
landing,  gz.  — •  They  are  the  caufe  of  the  increafe  of 
the  French  colony,  101.  »—  They   mull   have  them  for 
the  fake  of  cultivation,  i  56.  —  Spain  fails  in  procuring 
them   for  herfelf,   156.  —  Spain  firfl:   employed  them, 

156.  —  EfForts  fhe  has  ufed  to  have  them,  157.  —  The 
law  which  Spain   intended  to  adopt  refpefting   them, 

157.  —  Thofe  which  the  ifland  of  Cuba  receives,  r6o* 
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-wi  Thofe  which  are  not  employed  at  cultivation  pay. a 
poll  tax,  161. —  Their  condition  would  be  bettered  by 
the  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh  part,  193.  —  Their  mortality, 
reproduction,  and  fupply  in  the  French  part,   195,  212, 
223. —  The  number   fuppofed  neceffary  for  the  Spanifh 
part,  196.  —  How  many  of  them  the  French  receive 
annually,  196.  —  Balance  between  their  value  and  that 
of  the  colonial  productions,  197,  230.  —  Effefl:  of  the 
ceffion  of  the  Spanifh  part  touching  them,  211. — How 
many  in  the  French  part,  213.  — Who  mould  pay  thofe 
neceffary    to  the   Spanifh    part,  216.  —  Number  and 
employment  of  thofe  neceffary  to  a  fugar  eftate,  234.  — 
Danger  of  tranfporting    them   from  one  fettlement  to 
another,  229.  —   How  many   the  French  could   ftrll 
employ,  232.  —  They  mull  think  on  the  amelioration 
of  their  condition,    233.  —  See   Population  y  Slaves  s 
Saint-Laurence  of  the  Mines. 
Negroes.  (Fugitive).  II,   165.  —  Motives  which  give  rife  to  them, 
170. — Conditions  of  their  reftitution,  170  and  following. 
— 'Precautions  taken  to  bring  back  thofe  of  the  French 
part,    171   and  following.   —    Favored    by    the  Spa- 
niards, 171,  172,  173,  179.  —  The  Spaniards  revolt 
againft  the  idea  of  refloring  them,   175.   —  Pretexts 
which  .the   Spaniards   ufe  for  receiving  or  harbouring 
them,  175,  —  They  encourage  them   to  marry  in  the 
Spanifh  part,  176.  — •  What  they  reproach  the  Spaniards 
on  account  of  them,   179.  —  The  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh 
part  fhouldcut  off  their  retreat,  196.—  See  Negroes. 

_— (Maron).     Set  Fugitive  negroes. 

Neutrality.     Obferved  at  Saint-Domingo  whilft  the  French   and 
Spanifh  Metropolis  were  at  war,  I,  xi  of  the  hifiorkal 
Abridgment^ 
Neyhe.     • —  See  Plain  ofNeybe. 

(Bay  of),  Or  of  Julienne.     Its  fituation,  I,  84.  —  Ad- 
vantages it  prefents,  84. 
-1 (Borough  of).  Its  fituation,  /,  86. 
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Neybe.  (River  of).  Given  as  an  Eaftern  boundary  to  the  ComV 
pany  of  Saint-Domingo,  I,  vii  of  the  hifiorical  abridg- 
mtnt.  —  It  divides  the  plain  cf  Neybe  from  that  of  Azua, 
39,  40.  —  It  bounds  on  the  Eaftward  the  plain  of  that 
name,  84.  —  Its  courfe,  85.  —  It  may  be  rendered 
navigable,   280. 

Nigua.  (River  of).  I,  105,  — Extolled  by  Oviedo,  106. — 
Particular  circumftances  of  its  courfe,  105.  —  It  put 
in  motion  the  flrft  water-mills  erefted  at  Saint  -  Domin- 
go, 106.  —  It  appeared  that  it  is  that  Charlevoix 
defcribes,  107.  — Its  mouth,  108.  —  Difknce  from 
Nifao,  108.  t-  Nature  of  its  environs,  108.  —  It  is 
not   far   from  the  river   Jayna,  109. 

Nifao.  (River  of).  Its  courfe,  I,  102,-  103,  T04. — It  bounds  the 
territory  of  the  diftri£l  of  Sauto-Domingo  on  the  Weft, 
103.  —The  adjacent  foil,   108. 

North.  —  See  Norths-Winds. 

North-Winds.  (The). /What  is  thus  termed  at  Saint-Domingo,  I, 
2Q.  —  Their  period  or  feafon,  20.  —  They  are  gene- 
rally accompanied  with  rain,  20.  —  They  caufe  a 
coolnefs  of  air,  20.  —  Their  continuance,  20.  —  In 
what  places  they  blow,  20. 

Notaries.  -s—  See  Writers. 

Nunnery.  —  See  Convents. 

Nuns.  —  See  Convents. 
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Ocoa  (Bay  of).  Its  beauty ;  its  Tituation,  I,  9Z,  97.  —  It  was 
formerly  very  commercial,  93.  —  Its  form,  97.  —  It  is 
the  harbour  of  the  Spanich  men  of  war,  92,  9SL 

. _  ( Canton  of).  I,  92,  93,  97,  98,  99.  —  See  TPalms  of 

Ocoa. 
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Ocoa  (  River  of).  I,  92.  —  It  bounds  the  territory  of  Azua  in 
the  eaft,  92. 

Oclroi  (  Grant ).  They  comprehend  in  that  of  Saint  Domingo  the 
tax  on  the  flaugter-honfes  &  licences  on  taverns,  II, 
108. 

Officers  of  juflice.  Which  of  them  are  amenable  in  the  inferior 
tribunals;  II,  56. 

Officers  of  the  Domain.  —  See  Officers  royal. 

Officers  of  the  Public  Treafury.  —  See  Officers  (Royal ). 

Officers  of  the  revenue.  —  See  Officers  (  Royal ). 

Officers  (  Royal ).  How  they  muft  acl  refpe&ing  the  property  of 
deceafed  perfons,  11,57  to  60.  —  The  honours  they 
receive,  65,  6j.  —  Their  different  denominations,  78.—* 
They  form  a  tribunal,  78. — They  cannot  abfent  them- 
felves  without  the  King's  permiffion,  78, — Their  affem- 
bly  at  the  palace,  78,  —  To  whom  they  render  their 
accounts,  78.  —  One  of  them  keeps  a  Key  of  the  trea- 
fury, 78. — Their  accounts,  79.— They  infpedt,  fhipping, 
yg. — They  grant  permiffions  to  land  negroes,  82. 

Offices.  Many  are  fold,  II,  82.-- -Some  are  perpetual,  82. 

Ogeron. — See  d'Ogeron, 

Old  Cape-Francais.  So  called  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  I,  198, 
Its  latitude,  longitude,  198. — Ship  coming  from 'Europe 
or  the  Windward  Iftands,  in  the  north  or  in  the  weft 
of  the  ifland  Saint-Domingo  are  obliged  to  make  it,  II, 
190. 

Oratories.  It  is  the  Crufade  who  grants  permiffion  to  have  private 
oratories,  II,  52. 

Oratory  of  Farfan,  I,  273. 

of  la  Pvoche,  I,  268. 

of  Pedro-Corto,  I,  273. 

of  the  Cavalier.  —  See  Oratory  of  Farfan. 

Ordinary. — See  Archbijhop. 

Ouanaminthe.  Matters  relative  to  its  Bounds,  I,  xiij  of  the  hiftc- 
rical  Abridgment. — Its  fituation,  259. 

Ovanda  (Commander).  Changes  the  fituation  of  Santo  Domingo,- 
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I,  1 15.  —  He  builds  at  his  own  expence  the  convent  of 
Cordeliers  at  Santo  Domingo,  136,  - — He  rears  an  hof- 
pital  at  Santo  Domingo,  137.— He  opens  a  fuperb  road 
from  Port-de-Plate  to  Vega,  200. 

Qi'iedo.  Firft  hiftorian  who  had  written  at  Saint-  Domingo  concer- 
ning that  ifland,  had  a  plantation  at  Saint  John  of  Ma- 
guana,  I,  279. 

Ox.  —  See  Animals  ,•  Bull., 

Oyfier.  Very  common  in  the  bay  ofSamana,  I,  180,  192.- —  That 
among  the  mangrove-trees  are  more  delicate   180,  215 

Qzama  ( River  ) .  Forms  the  port  of  Santo  -Domingo,  I,  1 1 3,. — 
Receives  Ifabella,  J13. — Its  width,  113. — Its  depth,  113. 
«•— Its  extent,  113.— ■ Its  inundations,  114..— To  where  it 
is  navigable,  114.  — »■  Santo  Domingo  is  on  its  wetter n 
fliore,.  114.  —  Point  where  it  is  croffed  by  the  road, 
153,  154. — At  what  a  diftance  from  Santo  Domingo  it 
h  fordable,  153,  154;  II,  200. 


Packet..  One  arrives  every  month  from  Spam  at  Monte-Chrift  and 
Havannah,  I,  148. 

Palace.  They  thus  term  the  place  where  the  Prefident  is  lodged 
and  the  Royal  Court  affemble,  I,  135. — Where  it  is 
fituate,  135 — The  printing-houfe  and  prifon  are 
contiguous  to  it,  135. — It  is  the  place  where  the  feal 
is  depofited,  and  Records  kept,  II,  22. 

Palm-Tree.     See  Palmijle. 

Palm-Trees  of  Ocoa.  An  agreeable  Situation  embellilhed  with 
Palm-Trees,  I,  91,  99. — See  Ocoa. 

Palmifie.  Its  ufes,  I,  53,  214,  303. 

Paper-  Currency.     I,  60. 

Parijhes.     Three  at  Santo  Domingo,  I,  136, 

Part 
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Part  belonging  to  the  French.  It  receives  almoft  entirely  from 
the  Spanifh  part,  the  animals  it  has  occalion  for,  I, 
74.— The  advantages  it  procures  the  Spanifh  part, 
144. — It  is  the  only  refource  of  the  neighbouring  co- 
lony, II,  99. — It  wants  annually  two  thoufand  horfes, 
143. — It  has  more  than  balanced  the  advantages  of  the 
Spanifh  part,  187. — Its  yearly  produce,  197.— French 
ought  to.be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  pofTefTion,  239. 

Part  belonging  to  the  Spaniards.  Its  ceflion  to  France,  I,  6,  Of 
Ad'vertifement. — Its  extent  in  mountains  and  plains, 
36.-^-More  extenfive  and  fertile  than  the  French  part, 
42. — Its  poverty,  213.— Proof  of  its  poor  ftate,  237.— 
It  is  a  burthen  to  the  Metropolis,  II,  4. — Its  produce, 
138. — On  its  ceflion  to  France,'  186.— Its  military 
defence,  199. — Its  foil  is  entirely  granted,  210. — How 
many  negroes  it  could  employ  to  cultivate  it,  2I3> 
214. — It  is  better  to  let  it  remain  with  the  Spaniards, 
238.— See  CeJJion. 

Part  (North).     Of  the  Spanifh  colony,    I,  171. — Its   fituation, 

172. 
Part  Northward.     Of  the    French  part.     It  is  there  the   French 

hattes  commence,   II,    102. — The  firft  fituation  which 

has  had  French  Sugar-eftates,   103. 

Part  Southern.  Matter-s  which  happened  relative  to  its  boun- 
daries, I,  xij,  Of  hifiorical  Abridgement. — More  .fub- 
jedl  to  the  ravages  of  the  winds,  29,  254. — The 
fouthern  part' belonging  to  the  French  too  much  ne- 
glected, II,   232. 

Part  Wepvoard.  Matters  refpetting  its  limits,  I,  xiv,  Of  hi/Is- 
rical   Abridgement. 

Pajfage.  The  point  which  bears  this  name  between  Tavora  and 
Neybe,  is  a  military  fituation,  II,  202.— See  Saint 
Raphael. 

Paffage  of  Rivers  in  a  hide.     I,  223^ 
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PJlaures.  Abound  with  noxious  weeds,  I,  76. — Thofe  of  Bani 
fubjedt  to  drought,  102. — Thofe  of  Seybe  fpoiled  by 
Come  trees,  165. — Thofe  of  Saint  John  fubjeft  to 
drought,  282. — Thofe  of  Hinche,  Guaba,  and  Saint 
Raphael  overgrown  with  noxious  plants,  282. — When 
they  are  in  common,  II,  84. 

Patriarch  of  the  Indies.     II,  10. 

Paw  (M.  de).     Says  that  the  Americans  are  degenerate  beings, 

I,  307. 
Penn  (Admiral).     Lands  his  Troops   near  Nigua,    I,   iji. 
PermiJJion.     It  mull  be  procured  to  pafs  from  Spain  to  the  Spanifh 

Indies,  II,  88.  • 

Peru.     Its  difcovery  depopulates  Saint  Domingo,    I,  141. 
Petit-Trou.     The  name  of  this  place  proves  it  a  French  poffef- 

lion,  I,  83. 
Petite- Riviere    (Borough  of).      Its  diflance   from    Hinche,    I, 

268. 
Phyficians.     Their  different  claffes,   II,  86,    87.— Their  duties, 

their  rights,  86,  87. 
Pioneer.     Keeper  of  animals  who  goes  on  foot,  /,  68. 
Fife.     They   build    in   this    manner    at    Santo   Domingo,    I, 

117. 
Plain  between  Nigua    &    Jayna.     Its    fertility,   7,    1 09. 

• from   Santo    Domingo   to  Point  de  I'Epee.     I,  171. 

■  ■         of  Acajoux.    I,    41,   274. — Its  fituation,  its   extent,  41, 

274. — There  is  a  chapel  of  eafe,  274. 

. of  A%ua.     Its  fituation,  extent,  I,  40. — Settlements   which 

might  be  formed  there,  97. 

of  Bahorucn.     One  is  to  the  Eaft  and  the  other  to  the  Well 

of  the  Mountains  of  the  fame  name,  I,  39. — 
Their  extent,  39. — Settlements  of  which  they  are  fuf- 
ceptible,  82,  83. 

cfBani.    Its  fimation,  its  extent,  I,  40. — Settlements  which 

could  be  formed  there,  103. 
1       of  Eanique.     I,  40,  42,  273. 
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Plain  of  Cape  Francis.  When  the  French  began  to  fettle  there, 
I,  iij,  Of  hifi or ical  Abridgement. 

'  '  of  Dahabon.     I,  256. 
'  o/Farfan.     I,  40,  273. 

ofGohave.     I,   262,  263,   264.   . 

i^of  Guaba.     I,  42.  / 

— —  of  Higuey.     I,   1 70,    171- 
— —  of  Hincbe.     I,  42. 

cfNeybe.     Its  fituation,  its  extent,   I,  39,  84. — Its  ferti- 

lity, 85. — Settlements   which  might  be  formed  there- 
$5. 
of  Ocean.     See  Plain  of  Banique. 

ofPedro-Corto.     I/273. 

of  Saint  John.    %  40.— Its  fituation,  its  extent,  41. 

of  Saint  Raphael.     I,  42. — Elevation  of  its  foil,  263,  279. 

.1  »         i    ■  ox  of  Round  Mountain.     I,  183. 

of  Saint   Thomas  or   Saint  Thome,  I,  40,  41. — Its  fituation, 

its  extent,  41. 
— —  of  Santo  Domingo.     I,  1 03. — Nature  of  its  foil,  150. 

of  Vega.     L251. — Its  rivers,    251. — Its  extent,   255. 

-— —  of  Vega-Real.      Is     the  largefi:  in  the  ifland,  I,    226. — 

Its  extent  differently  calculated,  zz6.—And  follow- 
ing. 

- — —  ofVerrettes.     Its  fituation,  I,  291. 

Plains.  Their  fituation,  I,  4,  12. — How  the  mountains  divide 
them,  4.— Their  compofition,  11,  12. — A  marfhy  foil 
prolongs  them  along  the  fhore,  12. — Nature  of  that 
watry  portion,  13. — Thofe  of  the  Spanifh  part  are 
fer  the  moft  extenfive,  39. — Extent  of  different  plains, 
39,  And  following,  39- 

Plains  (The).  Name  of  the  Eaflern  part  of  the  ifland,  I, 
160. 

Plantain.  It  ferves  the  Spanifh  Creoles  inftead  of  Bread,  I, 
49. — That  of  Saint  Domingo  called  Sunday-Plantains 
and  why,   22.2. 
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Plafer.     They    have    fome    in   the     territory    of   Neybe,     I, 

87. 
Plymouth    ( New  ).      Canton   of    Jeremie    newly    fettled,     II, 

222. 
Point  de  I'Epee    (Of  Sword  ).       Its    latitude,     longitude,   /, 

169. 
— — —  des  Salines  (Of  Salt-pits).     I,  gj. 

IJabella  or  Ifabellique. — See  Ifabella. 

la  Cbaudiere. — See  Point  des   Salines. 

of  Icaque  (Icaco  Point).     Its   polition,  I,   174. — Latitude, 

longitude,  174. — Has  a  place  of  anchorage,  177. — 
M.  de  Grimoard  has  fuffered  a  fhipwreck  there, 
177. 

— « of  Palonque.      I,  102. 

Polypufes.  Layers  of  them  in  the  mountains,  /,  8. — They  find 
fome  alfonear  the  fea,  12. 

Pond  Brackijh,  Pond  of Jzuey  or  Laguna  ofAsCuey.  I,  86,  87.— Its  fi- 
tuation,  extent,  290,  291. — Animals  obferved  there,  290. 

(Great).     See  Pond  of  Henriquille. 

of  Az.uey. — See  Pond  Brackijh. 

of  Henriquille  or   Little  Henry  or    Pond  Spanip.     Iy    40, 

85. — Whence  that  name  of  Henriquille  or  little  Henry, 
85. — The  road  from  Neybe  to  Port-au-Prince,  runs 
along  its  borders,  86. — Is  the  moft  considerable  of  that 
part  289. — Its  fituation,  289. — Its  extent,  289.— 
A  little  ifland  near  the  middle  of  it,  .289. — Animals 
it  contains  289. — What  Spaniards  fay  about  it,  289. — ■ 
Its  water,  289. 
ofTortoifes. — See  Pond  (Sweet-water). 

—  —  of  Xaragua. — See  Pond  of  Henriquille. 
'■  Salt.- — See  Pond  of  Henriquille. 

• Spanijh. — See  Pond  of  Henriquille. 

, (Sweet-water).     Its  fituation,  230. — Peculiarities,   290. 

Ponds.  Conjectures  refpe&ing  them,  /,  291. — They  mould  give 
place  to  fome  obfervations,  292. ' 
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Powte.     Cattle  forming  a  herd,   or  hatta . — See  Hatta. 
Pope. — Sec  Holy-Sea. 

Population.  That  of  Saint  Domingo  before  its  difcovery,  ac- 
cording Las  Cazas,  I,  42  — Adtual  population  of  the 
Spaniih  colony,  42. — That  of  the  colony  not  fo  confi- 
derable  as  it  mould  he,  42. — How  the  population  of 
the  colony  is  compofed,  55. — That  of  Azua,  96, 
97. — That  of  Eani,  101. — That  of  the  parifh  of  Wa- 
ter-Mills, 107. — That  of  the  parifh  of  Jayna,  no.— 
That  of  the  city  of  Santo-Domingo,  138. — Difficulty 
of  afcertaining  the  population,  138. — That  of  the  co- 
lony in  1737,  143. — That  of  Mont-de-Plate,  162. — 
That  of  Bayaguana,  163. — That  of  Seybo,  165. — 
That  of  Higuey,  166. — That  of  Samana,  183. — That 
of  Savanna-la-Mer,  183. — Of  Monte-Chrift,  207. — 
Of  Cotuy,  220.— Of  Vega,  233. — Of  Saint  Yago, 
242. — Of  Hinche,  267. — That  of  Banique,  274. — Of 
Saint  John  of  Maguana,  278. — Of  the  Plains  of 
»  the  Weftern  part  of  the  Spaniih  colony,  280. — How 
that  of  the  ifland  would  increafe  if  the  Spanifh  part 
became  French,  77,  192,  &  following. — Objections 
againft  its  increafe  by  the  ceffion  of  the  Spaniih  part, 
2io,&  following. — That  of  the  French  part  in  Negroer, 
213. — *-See  Mortality  j  Negroes. 

Port-au-Prince.  Its  diftance  from  Santo  Domingo,  I,  87. — Its 
diftance  from  Hinche,  268. 

Port-de-Paix.  When  firft  fettled,  /,  \\,  of  hifiorical  Abridge- 
ment.— Ravaged  by  the  Spaniards  combined  with  the 
Englifll,  vi,  of  Abridgement, 

Port-de-Plate.  Its  fituation,  /,  1 99. — It  receives  this  name 
from  Columbus,  199. — Its  port,  199.- — Its  mines,  200. 
— Its  arms,  200. — Plundered  by  Pirates,  201. — Its 
inhabitants  found  Mont-de-Plate,  201. — Its  population, 
201. — It  ferved  as  an  outlet  to  Vega  and  Saint- Yago, 
258. 

Port-la-Cbaudiere.     Its  fituation,  /,  97. 
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Port-Margot.  When  fettled,  7,  iij,  of  hijiorical  Abridge- 
meni. 

Tort  of  Santo  Domingo.  Its  description,  I,  113. — Its  advanta- 
ges, its  inconveniences,  113. 

Porte  (The).  Narrow  neck  between  Saint  Raphael  and  Dondon, 
I,  viij,  of  hijiorical  Abridgement. — Error  which 
Charlevoix  commits  about  its  fitaation,  235. 

Porte.     Paffage  between  Biahame  and  Tavora,  7,   89. 

Porte  des  Chevaliers.     What  it  Was,  7,  234. 

Porto-Hermofo. — See  Ocoa. 

Porto-Rico.  Its  diftance  from  Saint  Domingo,  /,  2. — Dependent 
of  the  Archbifhoprick  of  Santo  Domingo,  122. — Its 
conqueft  has  been  prepared  at  Saint  Domingo,  139. 

Poft-Offi.ee.     Its  management,  7,  148. — Its  mails,   148. 

Pe<veriy.     That  of  Saint  Domingo,  7,  143,  II,  gg. 

Precedence.- — See  Honours. 

Prejudice.  That  founded  on  the  colour  of  the  fkin  has  but  little 
authority,  /,  56. 

Prejident  of  the  Spanijh  part.  What  happened  on  the  travel  of  a  Pre- 
sident through  the  French  part,  I,  ix  of  hijiorical  Abridg- 
ment.— Refides  at  Santo-Domingo,  119. — Why  they  thus 
name  the  chief  of  the  colony,  1 17. — Who  has  been  the  firfl 
at  St-Domingo,  1 1 9. — Has  no  votes  at  the  Royal  Court 
in  the  decifions  offuits,  121. — Three  of  whom  burried 
in  the  Cathedral  of  San-Domingo,  135.— His  dwelling- 
houfeis  called  the  Palace,  135.  —  One  interred  at  the 
Cordeliers  of  San-Domingo,  126. — One  interred  at  the  fa- 
thers of  the  order  of  Mercy,  i37.Hecandance  but  with  his 
wife,  147. — Hisannualfalary,i47.  —  Honours  he  recei- 
ves, 147. — What  means  this  tittle,  77,  11. — -Importance  of 
this  tittle  which  is  inferior  to  none  but  that  of  vice-roy,  1 1 . 
— He  leads  exclufively  military  affairs,  12. — How  he  is , 
replaced  in  cafe  of  death  orabfence,  12, 13. — State  of  the 

-  ..  .  •  member  of  the  Royal-Court  which  he  is  oblige  to  fend 
every  year  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  13.  —  He  can 
only  make  temporary  nominations  and  in   what  manner 
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13.-7-  He  muft  employ  the  regifter  of  the  Royal-Court, 
13. — May  appoint  one  Regifter  for  fecret  affairs,  14.  — 
In  what  form  he  muft  write  to  the  king  and  Council  of 
the  Indies,  14.  —  He  cannot  grant  pardons  or  comu- 
tations  without  an  exprefs  authority  from  the  king,   14. 

—  He  regulates  the  police  of  towns,  14.  —  How  he  can 
procure  affiftance  in  his  functions,  15.  —  He  can  form 
at  his  option   affemblies  or  conferences,   15.  —  He  has  | 
an  auditor  for  an  affiftant  judge,  15.  —  He  is  not  under 
the    jurifdiclion    of   any    tribunal  of  the    colony,   15. 

—  His  mourning,  15.  —  They  muft  not  raife  a 
monument  to  his  memory,  15. —  He  cannot  have  pro- 
perty, nor  carry  on  commerce,  15. — Prohibition  which 
regards  his  family  and  retainers,  15.  —  He  cannot 
marry  nor  permit  his  children  to  marry  in  the  colony, 

16.  —  He  mull  conform  himfelf  to  what  has  been  pref- 
cribed  to  his  predeceflbrs,  16.  —  He  muft  Fend  hiftorical 
materials  to  the  Council  of  Indies,  16. —  He  muft  fend 
notes  concerning  the  inhabitants,  16.  — ■  He  cannot 
take  cognizance  of  civil  decifions,  18.  —  He  muft  take 
care  that  juftice  be  done  to  every  one,  18.  —  If  he 
exceeds  his  powers,  19.  —  He  can  make  fecret  inquiries 
againft  the  Auditors,  19. —  What  he  mould  do  when 
the  Cour  departs  from  its  competence,  20.  —  What 
happens  when  he  is  dead  or  abfent,  20.— When  obliged 
to  attend  the  Royal  Court,  22.  —  When  the  Royal 
Court  judges,.  ;proper  to  difpatch  fome  one  charged 
with  a  commiffion  the  choice  of  the  perfon  belongs 
to  the  prefident,  25.  — He  muft  rigorouily  follow  his 
inftructions as  to  the  finances,  25.  —  He  is  judge  of 
the  Auditors  and  filial .  in  criminal  matters,  26  —  He 
names  the  auditor  who  watches  over  public  officers, 
27.  ■ —  He  appoints  a  perfon  to  mark  the  abfence  of  the 
auditors,  27.  —  He  muft  not  pay  vifits,  28.  —  When  he 
may  go  to  a  marriage  or  funeral,  28,  68.  —  He  muft 
prevent  certain  connections  relative  to  the  wives  of  fome 
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public  officers,  28. — He  mufl  inform  the  Fifcal  of  extra- 
ordinary meetings  of  the  Court,  30. — -He  may  authorize 
the  provifionary  execution  of  the  regulations  of  the 
municipalities,  39.  —  He  exercifes  the  right  of  patrona- 
ge in  the  name  of  the  King,  40.  —  He  mufl:  take  care  of 
the  refidence  of  the  members  of  the  chapter,  41 .  —  His 
powers  on  the  difmiflion  of  an  ecclefiaftic,  42.  —  He  is 
fometimes  fuperintendant  of  the  Crufade,  52.  —  He  ap- 
points an  auditor  for  the  property  of  the  deceafed,  56. — 
He  mufl:  watch  over  the  property  of  the  deceafed,  59. — 
Honours  he  receives  at  public  ceremonies,  62,  63,  64,  65. 
■ — *  He  is  provifionary  judge  of  the  ceremonial,  65.  — ■ 
Style  and  form  of  precedents  he  mufl:  ufe,  65.  —  Style 
which  they  ufe  with  him, 66.  —  He  precedes  the  Infpec- 
tor  general,  66.  —  Order  according  which  he  puts  his 
fignature,  6j.  —  In  what  cafes  he  confirms  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  alcades,  70.  —  How  the  appeal  from  his  de- 
cifions  is  determined,  72.  —  He  choofes  auditors  to  inf- 
peft  the  prifons,  76. — He  vifits  the  prifons,  j6.  —  He  is 
fometimes  fuperintendant  of  the  finances,  78.  —  He  no- 
minates for  the  time  being  royal  officers,  78.  —  He  has 
one  of  the  three  keys  of  the  treafury,  78.  —  He  orders  an 
examination  of  the  public  treafury  when  he  pleafes,  79- 
• — He  gives  the  calling  voice  among  the  royal  officers,  79. 
— His  powers  as  to  public  works,  85. — He  can  caufe  bad 
drugs  to  be  thrown  away  from"' the  drug-fhops,  87. — His 
infpedlion  on  certain  hufbands,  89.  —  He  can  name  in- 
quifitor  if  he  knows  of  any  abufes,  91.  —  In  what  cafes 
he  appoints  an  examiner  of  Rejidence,  94.  —  He  mufl:  in- 
dicate to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  perfons  fit  to  be  judges 
of  Rejide?ice,  98.  — -  He  is  fubjeft  to  the  Refidedce,  99.  — 
EfFecT:  produced  by  the  journey  of  one  of  them. through 
the  Cape-Francais,  113. — Conduft  of  the  prefidents  as  to 
providing  for  the  cattle  for  the  French  part,  1 13,  to  137- 
— The  prefident  of  Azelor  and  the  prefident  Solano  came 
into  the  French  part,  1 8 1 . — Honours  they  render  him  in 
the  French  part,  1S3. 
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Price.  Of  horfes,  II,  143. — Of  afTes,  145. — Of  oxen,  of  cows,  of 

calves,  152,  153. 
Primate  of  the  Indies. — See  drcbbijhop. 
Printing  houfe.  To  what  that  of  Saint  Domingo  is  appropriated, 

II,  85. 
Prifons.  I,  60. — Who  appoints  jailers,  II,  33.  —  See  Alcades  of 

prifons. 
Privateers.  The  Spanifh  Creoles   fit  out  fome,  I,  144. — Thofe 

of  the  Englifh  difturb  the  trade  of  the  iiland,  II,  190, 

206. 
Privilege  exclufve.  The  fale  of  many  objects  fubmitted  to   it,  II, 

83.  —  See  Company  of  Catalonia. 
Produce.   Thofe  which  the  Spaniards  manufacture,  I,  303.  —  Re- 
flections on  the  confumption  of  Colonial  productions,  II, 

230. 
Properties  of  deceafed perfons.  Their  adminiftration,  II,  56.  —  An 

Auditor  is  the  chief  of  their  adminiftration,  56,  to  61. 
Provijions. They  callPlaces  avit're,  Provifion  farm,  Polinh,Conaco, 

the  places  where  they  cultivate  roots,  fruits ,  &c.  of  the 

country,  I,  65. 
Public  nuorks,   II,    85. 
Punches  t5*  Markers.  They  are  preferred  in  the  public  treafury, 

II,  79. 
Punijhments.  Thofe  inflicted  on  Freed  men  of  colour,  I,  56,  57. — 

On  flayes,  58.  —  Thofe  of  the  Spanifh  code,   120.— 

The  fame  as  in  Spain,  fines  excepted,  II,  77. 
Puyfegur. — See  Chaftenet  Puyfegur. 

Pyramid.  There  are  221  of  them  numbered,  to  mark  the  line  of 
.the  boundaries,  I,  xxxj    of  Hijlorical  Abridgement. — 

Whoever  removes  them  is  under  the  penalty  of  death, 

xlvij,!. 
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Quadrupeds.  One  peculiar  to  Saint- Domingo,  I,  164. 


R. 


Rains.  Their  utility,  I,  15,  19. — Their  feafon,  17.— Their  prora- 
tion ,  19.— Which  are  the  rainy  months,  19. — They  do 
not  fall  at  the  fame  time  throughout  theifland,  19.-  Their 
inconveniencies,  20.  —  Storm,  20,  21.  —  Northward 
Rains,  20. — Continuance  of  Rains,  20. — Copious  Rains 
intheSpaniih  part,  37. 

Rcbouc  (River  of).  Was  the  French  boundary,  I,  iij,  vj  of 
Hiftorical  Abridgment,  247.  — The  Spaniards  pafs  on 
its  weftern  bank,  v  of  the  Hiftorical  Abridgment.— ~ 
Whence  comes  this  name,  240. 

Receiver  of  Fines,  II,  54. 

Recomtnandation  (  Schedules  of).  II,  90. 

Reclors.  Named  by  the  Archbiibop,  II,  45. 

Redemption.  (  Fathers  of  y.  See  Mercy. 

Regidor.  —  See  Aldermen  Corporation. 

Regiment.  That  French  one  of  Enghien  marches  to  keep  gar 
rifon  at  Santo  Domingo,  I,  295,  298.  II,  133. 

R  e gift er  of  the  Royal  Court,  II,  36. — His  place  is  farmed  but  he 
undergoes  an  examination  of  capacity  36.  —  His  func-< 
tions,  duties,  36.  —  See  Writer. 

Reigns.  Sketch  of  the  three  Reigns  of  nature,  I. 

Relater. — See  Reporter. 

Religion.  Its  influence  on  the  laws,  II,  40. 

Reporters.  Officers  of  juftice  to  make  all  the  reports  to  the  royal 
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court,  II,  35. — They  are  named  by  the  prefident  of  the 
Council  of  the  Indies,  35. — Conditions  of  their  nomi- 
nation, 35. — Their  duties,  35,  36. 

Reproduction.  That  of  negroes,  II,  195,  213. 

Rejidence.  Examination  of  the  conduct  of  every  public  fun&ionary, 
II,  93.— Its  nature,  its  forms,  93  to  98.  —  When  efta- 
•bliihed  at  Saint  Domingo,  97.  —  It  is  but  a  chimera, 
98. 

Refdent.-—Se  Commijfary  nvith  the  Spaniards. 

Revenue  public.  In  what  they  confift,  II,  79  to  83,  163. 

Revolution.  Why  the  author  has  not  made  mention  of  it  in  this 
work,  I,  of  the  advertifement.  —  The  author  will  fpeak 
of  it  in  his  hiftory  of  Saint  Domingo,  liv  of  the  hiftorical 
Abridgement* 

Rib  of  iron.  Part  of  coaft  thus  named  &  why,  I,  12. 

River  of  Camou.  —  See  Catnou. 

of  Great  Yaqui.  —  See  Yaqui. 

. —  of  Higuey,  I,  169. 

: —  of  Ifabella.' — See  Ifabella. 

of  Jayna.  —  See  Jayna. 

■  ■  of  Little  Yaqui. — See  Yaqui. 

, of  Maffacre. —  See  Maffacre. 

. ofNeybe.  —  See  Neybe.  ■   , 

. of  Nigua.  —  See  Nigua. 

„  ,  of  Nifao.  —  See  Nifao. 

, of  Ocoa.  —  See  Ocoa. 

. of  Quiabon,  I,  170. 

. —  of  Rebouc.  —  See  Rehouc. 

— of  Soco,  I,  169,  170. 

,  of  Yuma,  or  Yumba.  —  See  River  of  Higuey. 

..        Macoriz.  —  See  Macoriz. 

.  Ozama.  —  See  O^ama. 

•  Roman,  I,  169,  170. 

Rivers.     Are  numerous  in  the  ifland,  I,  23.  —  Some   places  are 
without   them,  23.  —  Why  their  courfe  is   not  much 
extended,  23.  —  Nature  of  their  beds,  23.  —  Dread- 
P,P2 
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full  in  thrir  inundations,  24. —  The  beds   of  the  rivers 
are  in  the   mof!:  elevated  parts   of  the   plains,  24.  — 
Many  rivers  in  the  Eaftern  part  of  the  ifland  flow  towards 
the  South  fide  and  there  form  places  of  anchorage,   169, 
170. —  Thofe   which  water  the    plain  between  Santo- 
Domingo    and   Sword-Point,    170.  —  Nature   of  thofe 
of ■  the  peninfula   of.Samana,   \gi.  —  How    they  are 
crofied    in    hide,     223.    —   Number   of  rivers   which 
Charlevoix   gives  Vega-Real,  226.  —  Thofe  of  Vega- 
Real,  251,  256",  257.  —  There  are    thirty  five  crofTed 
by  the  road  between  Santo-Domingo  and  river  MafTacre, 
1  'befides  twenty-five  great  or  fmall  ravins,   256.  —  Thofe 
of  the  diftrict  of  Saint-Raphael,   26 1 .  —  There  are  thirty 
three  to  be  crofied  from  Saint-Raphael  to  Santo-Domingo, 
befides   above  a  hundred  ravins,  295.  —  They  abound 
in  fifh,  306. 
Road.     That  granted    the  French   in  the  SpanHh  territory,  7,  li 
of  the  hiftorical  abridgment. —  Nature    of  thofe"" of  the 
Spanifh  colony,  60.  —  That  between  Neybe  and  Azua, 
87.  —  That    from    Santo-Domingo   to   Port-au-Princea 
87,    go.  —  From   the  river  of  Petit- Yaqui  to   the  town 
of  Azua,  88.  —  From   the   town  of  Azua  to  the  river 
ofOcoa,  91. —  From  the   river  of  Ocoa  to  the  river 
of  Nifao,  98.  —  From  the  river  of  Nifao  to  the  city  of 
Santo-Domingo,  103. — From   the    city   of  Santo-Do-- 
mingo  to  the   fecond    chain  of  mountains,  or  chain  of 
Sevico,   151. — That  from  Santo-Domingo  to   Seybo- 

166.  —  That   from  Mont-de-Plate  to   Santo-Domingo 

167.  —  That  from  Bayaguana  to  Santo-Domingo,  167. 
—  That  from  Bcya  to  Santo-Domingo,  167.  —  That 
from  Seybe  to  Samana,   167.  —  Between  Port-de-Plate 

'.    ■  and  Vega-Real,   200.- — From  the  chain   of  Sevico  or 

fecond  chain  to  Cotuy,  217.  —  From  Cotuy  to  Vega, 
222.  —  They  had  -difcovered  again  that  which  was 
between  Vega  and  Cibao,  236.  —  They  could  make 
one  through  the  valley  of  Conftance  in  order  to  open  a 
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communication  between  all  parts  of  the  colony,  237.  — 
From  the  town  of  Vega  to  the  beginning  of  the  territory 
of  Saint-  Yago,  237.  —  From  the  beginning  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Saint- Yago  to  the  town  cf  Saint- Yago,  238.  — 
From   the  town  of  Saint  Yago  to   Daxabon,  245.  — 
From   Saint- Yago   to   Monte -Chrift,  248.  —  Between 
Vega  and  Port-dc-Plate,  258. —  Between  Saint -Yago 
and  Monte-ChrihV,  258,  iyg.   —  From    Saint-Raphael 
to  the  frontier,  263.  ' — From  Saint-Raphael  to  Hinche, 
264.  —  From  Daxabon  to  Hinche,  265,  299.  —  From 
Hinche  to  Cape-Francais,  265. — From  Hinche  to  Saint- 
Raphael,  268.  —  From  Hinche  to  Daxabon,  268,  299. 
—  From  Hinche  to  Banique,  269,  271,  299.— From 
Port-au-Prince   to  Banique,  274.  —  From  Banique    to 
Saint- John   of  Maguana,  274.  —  From   Saint- John  of 
Maguana   to  Petit- Yaqui,  277.    —  That  from  Saint- 
Raphael  to  Santo-Domingo,  its  nature,  time   they  take 
to  travel  it,  295    and  following  to   296-  —  They  pafs 
thirty  three  rivers  and   above  a  hundred  ravins  in  the 
road   from   Saint-Raphael   to   Santo  Dominga,  293.  — 
That  of  Daxabon  to  Santo-Domingo,   ics  nature,  the 
time   they  take  in    paffing   it,  296  to   298.  —   That 
from  Cotny  to  Samana,  299.  *r-   From  Saint-Raphael 
to  Atalaye,  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Gonaives,  to  the 
plain  of  Artibonite,  300, — From  Hinche  to  Mirabalais, 
300.  —  From  Port-au-Prince  to  Cape-Francais,  300. — 
See  Diftance. 
Rujl.  Why  fo  common  at  Santo  Domingo,  I,  22. 
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Saint    Catherine    (  Ifland  ).  Its  fituation,  I,  3 1 1 .—  Etymology  of 

its  name,  3 1 1 . — Its  utility,  311. 
Saint  Charles  (Borough  of).  Or  of  the  Ileignes.  Small  fettlement 
formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries,  near  the  city 
of  Santo  Domingo,  I,  144.. 
Saint  Chrifiopher  ( Ifland  ).  Was  the  firfl  feat  of  general  govern- 
ment of  the  French  Antilles,  -I,  3. 
1  Mine  &  Fort  of  this  name,  I,,  no. 

Saint-  Crufade.    What  it  is,  II,  50.—  Its  Chief,  51.  —  Its   impor- 
tance, 51. 
Saint  Domingo.   Firft  European  Colony   founded  in  America,  I, 
5  of  Jdvertifement.  — .  The  French  fettled   there,  ij  of 
the  hifiorical  Abridgment.  —  Its  geographical  fituation, 
I,  1,  2. — It  is   the  largeft   of  all  the  Antilles  next  to 
Cuba,  2.  —  Metropolis  of  the  New- World,  1.  — Disco- 
vered  by  Columbus  in   1492,    i.-— How  the   Indians 
named  it,  I,  1.  —  Its  extent,  2. —  Its  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude, 2.  —  It  diftance  from   Porto-Rico,  Jamaica  and 
Cuba,   2.  —  Always    unequally   divifed    between  the 
French    &   Spaniards,  3.  —  Its  climate  is   fometimes 
unjuftly  condemned,     15.  — It  was  divided  into  five 
Kingdoms  which  were  fubjecl:  to  as  many  Caciques,  33* 
— Its  utility,  36. 
Saint  Domingo  Spanijh.    Caufes   of  its  decline,  I,    139.  and  follo- 
<-Minp. — The.  Spanifh  government   fends  thither  fome  , 
inhabitants  from  the  Canaries  to  re-people  it,  143.  —  Is 
not  quite  fo  much  in  lethargy  as  before  144.  —  Poverty 
of  fome  parts  of  it,  220,  235,  252.  —  Its  arms,  II,  3. — 
Its  adlual  mediocrity,  99. — See  CejRon  ;  Saint  Domingo y 
Santo  Domingo  ;  Part  belonging  to  the  Spaniards. 
Saint  John.  — See  Saint  John  of  Maguana. 
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Saint  John  of  Maguana  (Canton  of)."  Its  fituation,  I,  277.  — 
Recalls  the  idea  of  one  the  five  Kingdoms  of  Saint  Do- 
mingo, 277.  —  Plundered  in  1543,  277. — Its  popula- 
tion, 278. — It  had  formerly  fugar  eftates  the  fugar  of 
which  was  reckoned  excellent  280.  —  Its  temperature 
280,  281.  — Has  fine  horfes,  280. —  Its  ancient  ftate, 
280-  —  It  fupplies  a  number  of  animals,  281.  • —  Subject 
to  droughts  282.  — Its  pafturages  are  infefted  by  feveral 
hurtful  plants  282. 

■     ■  ■- (Town   6f).     Founded   by    Diego 

Velafquez,  1,  277. — Its  arms,  277. — It  has  been  re- 
built, 277. — Its  fituation,  277. 

Saint  Jofeph  (Hermitage  of)-     I»  164. 

Saint  Laurence    of  the   Mines.     Colony   of   Negroes,    /,     144, 

161. — Its  fituation,  population,  161. — Its   origin,  158, 

II,  173. 
Saint  Mark  (Town  of).     Is  almoft  weft    of  Hinche,  I,   268.- — 

Diftance  between  that  town  and  Hinche,  268. 
Saint  Michael. — See  Atalaye. 
Saint  Raphael   (Borough  of).      When   formed,   I,    262. — Not 

confiderable,  262. — Its  church  is  an  annex  of  that  of 

Hinche,  262. — It  has  a  fmall  garrifon,  262. 

'^ .,.. — (Canton  of).     It  lies  contiguous  to  the  frontiers, 

I,  vij,  of  the  hijlorical  Abridgement. — -It  is  furnamed 
the  Straits  26 1. — The  French  have  cabled  it  la  Porte, 
(the  Gate),  261. — Its  fituation,  configuration,  261, 
262. — Well  watered,  261. — Its  foil  is  good,  its  Sa- 
vannas fine,  262. — Its  temperature,  262. — Elevation  of 
its  foil,  263. — Very  healthful,  263,  281. — Its  hollow 
(the  Gate)  is  a  military  point,  77,   202. 

Saint  Rofe  (Parifhof).     Its  fituation,  I,   no,  156. 

Saint  Thomas. — See  Saint  Thome. 

Saint  Thome  (Fort  of).     I,  234,    278. 

(Plain  of).     T,  40,  41. — Its   fituation,  234,  278. — 

Its  paftures  are  fpoiled,  282. 


304  Contents, 

Saint  Thome  (Town  of).  This  fettlement  long  ago  difappeared, 
7,276. 

Saint  Yd  go  (Plain  of).     7,  255. 

(Territory   of).      Where  it   begins,    7,    258.  —  Its 

bounds,  242. — The  air  is  wholefome  in  this  territory, 
242. — Tts  population,  242. — Its  mines,  243. — It  had 
formerly  its  outlet  through  Port-de-Plate,  and  now 
through  Monte-Chrift,  258. — It  prefents  the  true  mi- 
litary fituation  of  this  part,  258,  II,  201. 

— (Town  of).     Taken  by  the  French  in  1690,  I,  vi, 

of  the  hifiorical  Abridgement. — It  is  furnamed  the  Che- 
\'aliers  (Knights),  239. — Its  origin,  240. — Its  arms, 
240.— Pillaged  by  the  French  in  1659  and  in  1667, 
240. — Its  Situation,  241.— Its  Houfes,  242. — Has  fome 
Brick-yards  in  its  environs,  242. — Its  diftance  from 
different  places,  242. — Has  a  Lazaretto,  242. —  Has 
two  parifh  Churches,  242. — Has  an  Alcade-Major, 
243. 

Saint  Yagne  (Or  Old  Port).  Anchorage  on  the  North  fide  of  the 
Spanifh  part,   199. 

_ . — See  Saint  Yago. 

Salt.  We  find  fome  layers  of  marine  fait  far  from  the  fea,  7, 
13. — Salt  is  deliquefcent  at  Saint  Domingo,  22.  — 
Foffil  fait  at  Neybe,  87,  29 1 . 

Salvation  of  Higuey. — See  Htguey. 

Samana.  The  French  fettled  there,  /,  ij,  iij,  v,  of  the  hijio- 
rical  Abridgement,  186,  &  following. — Path  from 
Samana  to  Seybo,  167. — Road  from  Samana  to  Santo 
Domingo,  167. — Defcription  of  the  Bay,  173,  &  fol- 
lowing.— Mr.  de  Pouancay  caufes  it  to  be  deferted, 
187^ — The  French  are  malfacred  there,  187. — It  is 
only  calculated  for  a  union  of  ftrength  and  protection, 
191. — It  is  a  point  of  cruifing,  77,  190,  205. 

_  (Bay  of).     Its  fituation,  I,  173. — Called  by  Columbus 

£kj  cf  Arrows  &  why,    173- — A  Cacique  there   vifits 

Columbus 
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Columbus,  173.— ~ Its  dimensions,  173. — Its  advantages, 
I74,  185. — Difficulty  of  its  entrance,  1 74.-!— Facility  of 
fortifying  it,  1 74. — Shipwrecks  occafioned  by  its  dif- 
ficulties, 175.— Means  of  entrance,  175. — Has  many 
anchoring  places,  177,  178.-- rHas  fixteen,  rivers  on  the 
North  fhore,    180. — Oyfter's   abode  on  its  extremity, 

180,  192.  —  Yuna  difcharge  itfelf  into  it,  181. — 
Its  South  Shore,  182,  Cif  following. — Settlement  of 
Savana-la-Mer  fituate  there,,  ^.-.-Rivers  on  the 
South  fide,   183. — Its  population,    183.— Difficulties  on 

the  South  fide,  184. — Difficult  navigation  there,  184. 

Difficulty  of  leaving  it,  1 84.— Convenient,  place  for 
an  arfenal,  docks,  and  a  Canon  foundery,  185.— Yuna 
may  be  ufeful  for  the  carriadge  of  timber  from  its  en- 
virons, 185.— It  has  fome  mines  in  its  neighbourhood, 
l85- — It  is  calculated  for  being  a  capital  fea-port, 
1 86.— The  French  always  confidered  the  importance  of 

it,  1 86.  —  D'Ogeron    knew    the   value    of   it,   186. 

Mr.  d'Eftaing  defired  much  to  obtain  its  ceffion  to 
France,  191.— It  has  wood,  fifh,  game,  191.— It  was 
inhabited  by  the  Indians,  193.— Its  being  poSTeSled  by 
the  French  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Spaniards, 
II,  190. — It  is  not  becaufe  it  belongs  to  the  Spa- 
niards that  the  navigation  fuffefs  from  its  fituation, 
206. 

Umana     (Peninfula  of).     Improperly  confidered  as  an  ifland,  /, 

181,  197. — Not  very  fit  for  culture,  190. — Its  foil, 
191.  —  Its    Rivers,     191.  — It    has    had    an  hermit 

— *-; (Town  <af).     Its  fituation,    178.— Its   origin,    17S.— 

Formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Canaries,  178. — Its 
Church,  179. — Its  mediocrity,  179. — Its  administration 
179. — It  could  have  beeh  better  fituated,  180. 

§an.  Abbreviation  of  Santo.  Thus  what  cannot  be  found 
^San  muft  be  fought  for  by  Santo,-  'apd  reciprm 
cally. 

vol.  n.  q  q 
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Santa  Domingo.  Spanim  name  of  the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  I, 
2. — Origin  of  this  name,  2. — Difficulty  of  attacking  it 
with  fuccefs,  II,  199. 

«— ■ Spanifh   capital    of  Saint  Domingo,  I,  2. — Its 

diftanee  from  Port-au-Prince,  87. — Territory  thereon 
depending,  103. — Its  fituation  and  boundaries  of  its 
territory,  103. — Road  of  communication  with  Bani, 
104.. — The  pariih  of  Water-mills,  is  one  of  its  Cha- 
pels of  Eafe,  107.— Its  port,  113. — Where  the  city 
was  originally  founded,  1 14. — Founded  by  Barthole- 
mew  Columbus,  114. — What  is  faid  of  the  origin  of 
its  name,  114.— A  Hurricane  delbroys  it  and  Ants  in- 
commode the  inhabitants,  115,  n6.-^-They  transfer 
it  to  the  Well  bank  of  Ozama,  115. — It  wants  water, 
115.  —  They  ufe  Cifterns,  115. —  Its  fortifications, 
116. — Its  form,  its  extent,  116.— -Its  filburbs,  117. — 
Its  ftreets,  houfes,  117,  143. — Its  climate,  118. — 
Its  ancient  celebrity,  118.— It  is  the  refidence  of  the 
governor  of  the  Colony,  of  the  Royal  Court,  1 1 9. — 
It  is  the  feat  of  an  Archbifhoprick,  121. — It  was  the 
feat  of  a    Bimop,    nHrJ — It  has  a  feminary,     124. — 

•  Public  monuments,  Cathedral,    125,  135. — It  contains 

the  allies  of  Chriflopher  and  Bartholomew  Columbus, 
125.  —  Is  plundered  by  Drake,  126,  142.  —  A  re- 
markable Crofs  to  be  feen  there,  135.— -It  has  three 
parimes  and  feveral  churches,  136. — Three  convents 
of  men,  136. — Two  convents  of  women,  136. — Three 
hdfpitals,  one  college,  137.— It  is  the  place  of  refidence 
of  the  principal  agents  of  adminiftration  137. — Its 
garrifon,  137. — Staff-Major,  137. — Its  population, 
'  137. — Its  Parochial  territory,  138.^ — Caufes  of  its  de- 
cline, 139,  y  following. — Had  a  mint,  139. — Was 
attacked  in  155 1,  142. — Earthquakes  of  1684  and 
1 69 1  did  vail  damage,  142. — Has  a  fociety  of  agri- 
culture,  145. — Has  no  theatrical  entertainments,  145. 
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Has  a  ccrcmiflary  of  inquiiition,  146. — Its  carriages 
147. — Manners  of  its  inhabitants,  147.— --Regulation 
of  che  Poll-office  is  fettled  in'it,  148. — What  diftance 
this  town  is  from  Cape  Franjais  and  Port-au-Prince, 
149. — Its  latitude  and  longitude,  149. — Has  given 
birth  to  many  eltimate  men,  149. — Built  on  a  vaft  plain, 
150. — Nature  of  its  environs  and  fettlements  thereon 
found,  150. 

Santo  Domingo  (Plain  of).  7,  .103. — Its  nature,  150. — Its  fet- 
tlements, 150.  —  Its  rivers,  150. 

Saone  (Ifland).  Its  fituation, 7,  3 1 1 . — Its  extent,  311,  401. — 
Called  Adamanoy  by  the  Indians,  311. — Had  a  Cacique 
which  the  Spaniards,  caufed  to  be  devoured  by  a  dog, 
312. 

Savana. — See  Pajiures. 

Sa<vana  la  Mar  or  la  Mer.  Settlement  of  the  Bay  of  Samana, 
7,  183. — Settled  by  the  Canarians,  183. — When  com- 
menced, 183. — Its  name,  183, — Its  population,  183. — 
Is  in  the  plain  of  Saint  Raphael  or  of  Round  Mountain, 
183. — Ths  only  point  of  the  Bay  of  Samana  fit  for 
culture,   191. 

Sea.  Has  overflowed  the  Antilles,  7,  7. — Its  fhores  are  more 
unheal thful  than  the  interior  part  of  the  ifland,  23. — 
Its  Hate  in  a  hurricane,  28. 

Seals  of  the  State.  Marks  of  refpedl  due  to  them,  77,  34. — 
They  are  kept  in  the  palace  of  the  Royal  Court,  34.— 
They  are  applied  in  paper  and  on  coloured  wax,  34.—" 
They  muft  be  put  to  every  acl  of  the  Royal  Court,  34. 
- — They  depend  on  the   Grand    Chancellor  of  Spain 

y 

35. — A  lieutenant  of  the  Grand  Chrncelloa  is  keeper  of 

them,  35. — Fees  for  the  Seals,  35.1 — Rank  of  lieutenant 

of  the  Seat,  35. 
Searcher. — See  Infpeclor  General. 
Seafons.     How  difttnguiihed  at  Saint-Domingo,  7,  17,  18. — More 

feniibly  diilinguiihed  in  the  mountains,  18. — That  called 

thefeajon  of  Norths,  20.- 
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'  Selle '(Saddle).  One  of  the  higheft  mountains  in  the  ifland,  I,  \\l 
— Its  temperature,  18. 

Seminary.     There  is  one  at   Santo-Domingo,    /,    124. 

Sep.     What  it  is,   7,    120. 

Settlements.  Nature  of  thofe  of  the  colonies,  II,  211,  217  andfol* 
lowing. 

Seven  brothers  (Little  iilands).     Their  fituation,  /,  208. 

Sevico.  —See  Chain  of  Sevico. 

Seville.  The  bifhops  of  Saint-Domingo  were  fnbjecl:  to  the 
•  archbifhoprick  of  this  town,  I,  124. .  ■ —  The  body  of 
Chriftopher  Columbus  has  been  tranfported  thither,  1 26. 
■ — Things  for  which  they  mould  model  from  its  Cathe- 
dral, 11,^.1. — It  had  exclufively  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  colonies,  88. — Why  this  town  has  loft  the  commerce 
of  the  colonies,  88,  125. 

Seybo.     Not  that  founded  by  Efquivel,  I,  164.' — Its  origin,  164. 

. «  (  Territory  of).  Its  population,  165. — Its  pafture-lands  art- 
daily  diminifhed  by  hurtful  plants,  165. 

Shells.  They  find  fome  in  the  mountains  of  Saint-Domingo,  /,  i(a 
— Effe£t  of  their  diffolution,  1 3 . 

Sheriff  (High). — Sse^lguafl  major  of  the  Royal-Court. 

Siefic.     Sleep  after  dinner,  favorite  repofe  of  the  Spaniards,  51. 

Slaug;ter-Houfes.     Thofe  of  the  French  fupplied  with  Spanifh  oxen 

I,  74. — Particulars  concerning  the  farm  of  the  French 
flaughter-houfes  from  its  eftablilhment  to  its  fuppreffion, 

II,  105,  and  following  to  137.  —  To  whom  they  are 
indebted  for  the  fuppreffion  of  this  farm,  1 34.  —  What 
relates  to  them  in  a  fchedule  of  the  King  of  Spain,  158. 

Slaves.  A  religious  principle  and  an  illicit  affection  tend  to  their 
emancipation,  I,  55,  56.  —  A  flave  can  redeem  himfelf 
from  the  mailer,  56.! — Their  freeing  is  gratuitous,  56. — 
Treated  with  an  extreme  mildnefs,  58.  —  A  recent  law 
feems  not  to  permit  them  any  longer  to  redeem  them- 
felves,  58.  —  The  laws  againft  them  are  much  neglefted, 
58. — The  laws  in  their  favor  are  very  exa&ly  obferved, 
59.  —  See  Children  i  Negrses. 
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Soil.  Extremely  variofls  at  Saint-Domingo,  I,  12.  —That  which 
forms  the  borders  on  the  fea  at  Saint-Domingo  is  covered 
with  water,  13. 

Solano  (Don  Jofeph).  Prefident  of  the  Spaniih  part,  cqncludes  the 
provisional  treaty  of  the  boudaries  in  iy/6, 1,  xxvij,  xxx 
ofHiftorical  Abridgment. — Draws  the  plan  of  the  bay  of 
Ocoa,  102.  —  In  what  manner  he  endeavours  to  make  a 
difcovery  of  the  remains  of  Chriftopher  Columbus,    1 27. 

—  Eulogium  of  his  adminiftration,  145.  —  Forms  the 
chapel  of  eafe  of  Angelina,  224.  —  He  is  the  only  prefi- 
dent taken  from  the  naval  department,  II,  12. —  He  has 
been  captain-general  ofCarraca,  126. — How  he  conducts 
the  management  of  affairs  concerning  the  cattle  fupplied 
by  the  Spaniih  part,  126  andfolloiuing. 

Solftice.     The  wind  is  more  powerful  at  this  time,  I,  1 6. 

Spain.  Is  averfe  from  the  ceffion  of  any  territorial  poffeffion,  II, 
188.  —  Cannot  make  a  conqueft  of  French  Saint-Domin- 
go, 204. — Dangers  which  threaten  her  in  America  if  fhe 
feparates  her  intereft  from  that  of  France,  205. — It  is  her 
advantage  to  reftitute  Louifiana  to  France,  237.  —  Has 
perceived  that  fhe  has  too  much  neglected  her  colonial 
pofTeffionsji  238. 

Spaniards.  Drive  the  French  from  Saint-Chriftopher,  I,  1  cfhif- 
torjcal  Abridgment. — They  are  driven  frorn  Tortue,   1 . 

—  They  maffacre  almoft  all  the  French  Colony,  ij.  — 
They  exterminate  the  natives  of  Saint-Domingo,  .2.  — - • 
Manifeft  the  moll  atrocious  avarice,  2. — Attacked  by  the 
Adventurers  in  1630,  2. — Compelled  to  divide  theilland 
with  the  French,  3.  —  Caufe  Indians  to  be  buried  in  the 
mines  of  Cibao,  5. — Their  indolence,  32,  307.  —  They 
did  not  fettle  in  the  weft  ofNeybe  till  towards  1730,  87, 

—  They  caufe  the  Cacique  of  the  iile  of  Saone  to  be  de- 
voured by  a  dog,  312.  —  See  Creoles  Spanifi  fMen^.  ,• 
Creoles  Spanijb  fWomen^. 

Spanifi  Men  of  nvar.  —  See  Vejfels. 

Staff-Major.  I,  1 37.  — The  revenue  he  received  from  letting  the 
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flaughter-houfes,  II,  105. 

Stallions.  Remark  concerning  them,  11,144.  —  Their  care  to  a- 
void  each  other,  146. 

Storm.     I,  26.— See  Hurricane. 

Style.    .Rules  prefcribed  in  this  refpecl:,  II,  65. 

Strangers.  Politenefs  they  mark  at  Saint-Domingo  in  vifiting 
ftrangers,  I,  148. — Care  taken  to  render  the  entrance  of 
foreigners  extremely  difficult  in  Spanifh  Colonies,  87. 

Suhfijlsnce.  The  ceffion  of  the  Spanifh  part  to  France  mould  render 
that  taken  from  the  hattes  more  certain,  II,  191,  206. 

Suhjlitute   of  the  Fifcal.     II,    32. 

SucceJJian  vacant.  —  See  Property  cf  deceafed  perfons. 

Succours.  Which  the  Frencli  and  Spaniih  mutually  promife  them- 
felves  at  Saint-Domingo,  I,  i  of  the  bijiorical  abridg- 
ment. 

Sugar.  Badly  manufactured  in  the  Spaniih  colony,  7,  49.  — 
That  formerly  made  at  Azua  was  excellent,  98.  — 
That  of  Saint- John  of  Maguana  was  much  efteemed, 
280.  —  The  firfl  made  at  Saint-Domingo,  304. 

Sugar- Ejiates.  Thofe  which  may  be  counted  in  the  Spanifh  part,v 
I,  61,  255. —  How  many  could  be  in  the  plains  cf 
Bahoruco,  82.  —  How  many  could  be  fettled'  in  the 
plain  of  Neybe,  85,  —  Old  fugar-plantation  of  Ocoa, 
92. — How  many  could  be  in  the  plain  of  Azua,  97. — 
Where  the  firfl  .at  Saint  -  Domingo  were  eftablifhed 
106.  —  Thofe  which  might  be  in  the  parifh  of  Water- 
Mills,  107.  —  Thofe  which  are  in  the  plain  of  Santo - 
Domingo  and  which  may  be  added  thereto,  150,  151. 
—  The  moft  considerable  in  the  Spanifh  part,  151.  — 
How  many  might  be  in  the  plain  from  Santo-Domingo 
to  Point  de  l'Epee  and  from  that  point  to  Round- 
Mountain,  171. — Thofe  of  Vega,  233. — Thofe  which 
might  be  in  the  plain  of  Vega,  255.  • —  The  canton 
of  Saint-John  of  Maguana  had  formerly  feme,  280.  — 
In  what  cafes  they  are  not  feizable,  II,  77.  —  When 
ikey    have    had    feme     in  the  French  part.,     ioi.-t- 
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French  have  began  to  have  fome  in  the  Northern  part, 
103.  —  Particulars  relative  to  the  eftabliihment,  value 
and  produce  of  a  fugar  eitate,  and  the  employment  of 
the  negroes  necefTary  for  fuch  a  fettlement,  224  and  fol- 
lowing. 

Superfiition.  Confpicuous  in  the  Spanifh  colony,   I,  47. 

Supplication.  Application  to  the  Council  of  the  Indies  again!!: 
certain  decifions,  II,  7 2  and 'following. 

Supply.  That  annually  required  for  the  number  of  Negroes  of  the 
French  part,  II,  'iq$,  213  and following.  —  That  the 
Spanifh  part  wholly  cultivated  would  require,  214. 

Surgeon.  II,   86. —  Muft  have    taken  degrees   and  be  examined, 

87- 


T. 


Tafia.     I,    50. 

Tan.     The  mangrove-tree   furnimes   excellent  one,  /,    214.' — 

Cuftom  prejudicial  to  tan,   214. 
Tavern.  Licence  for  tavern  keeping,  II,  106,  108.  —  The  licence 

for   taverns  was  an  income  for  the  fluff,  106. 
Tavira.  (  Hermitage  of  ).  I,    164. 
Taxer  ofcojls.  II,  5.5. 

Tea.     Opinion  that  real  tea  is  found  at  Saint-Domingo,  I,  304. 
Temperature.  Very  various  and    why,  I,    14,  —   Milder  in  the 

mountains,   18.  —  That  of  the  canton  of  Saint- John  of 

Maguana,  2S0.  —  That  of  the  diftricl:  of  Banique,  281. 

—  That  of  the  valley  of  Conftance,  281. 
Tempefts.  They  ail  generally  proceed   from  the  interior  part,  I, 

16. — Their  violence,  2 1 . 
Thermometer.     I,    18. 

Things.     Thofe  the  ufe  of  which  is  deemed  common,  II,  84. 
Thunder.   Its  violence,   I,  .21.  —  It  is  generally  blended  with 
Hurricanes,  28, 
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Tide,     Its  height,  7,  12. 

Titles.     Thofe  of  the  chief  of  the  Spanilh  colony,  77,   11, 

Tobacco.  Much  ufed  by  the  Spaniards,.  I,  50. — Is  a  native  of 
the  ifland,  63. — Quality  of  that  of  the  ifland,  63. — 
The  king  of  Spain  purchafes  fomeofit,  221. — They 
cultivate  fome  at  Cotuy  which  is  efteemed,  221. — 
^.They  tranfport  that  of  Cotuy  by  Yuna,  222. — What 
its  warm  admirers  fay  of  it,  253. — What  the  king  of 
Spain  fhould  do  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  it  at 
Saint  Domingo,  253. — It  was  the  firft  culture  of  the 
French  at  Saint  Domingo^   II,  100. 

Tortoifes    ( Land,  or  Sea).      Common,.   I,   49. — Their    utility, 

Tortue  (La).  (The  Tortoife).  A  fmall  illand  near  that  of 
Saint  Domingo.  It  is  the  firft  fpot  on  which  the 
French  fettled,  I,  i,  ij,  of  the  bijiorical  Abridge- 
ment. 

Tourniquet.  (Trapifhes).     See  Mill- Sugar. 

Town.     In  what  it  differs   from  Borough  and  City,  II,  62. — It, 

may  have  agents,  70. 
7crwn-boufe.^~See  City-houfe. 
Trade  of  Negroes.     II,  214. 
Treafury  Public.     II,  78. 
Treaty.     Concerning  animals  to  be  fupplied  the  French,  made  in 

1762.   //,   118. — In    1764,  120. — In  1766,    122. — In 

1770.  124. — In  1776,  131. 

» .    For  the  reftitution  of  Criminals,  II,  1 6g. 

. .    For  the   reftitution  of  Deferters.     One  in    1743,    II, 

167. — One  in  1762,  168. — One  in  1 764,  168.-^- 
One  in  1766,  168. — 'One  in  1770,  168. — One  in  1777, 
168. 

. 1 — -.    Fot  the  reftitution  of  fugitive  negroes.     One  in    1697, 

II,  \yo. — One  in  1762.,  175, — One  in  1766.,  176. — 
One  in  1777,  176k 

Treaty. 
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Treaty.  Provifionally  on  the  limits  or  boundaries  in  1770.,  1, 
xxi,  of  the  hiftorical  Abridgement. — In  1772,  xxiij, 
of  the  hiftorical  Abridgement. — In  1773,  xxiv,  of  the 
hiftorical  Abridgement. — In  1776,  xxiv,  of  the  hifto- 
rical Abridgement.  —  Definitive  on  the  boundaries 
in  1777,  xxv,  and  following  of  the  hiftorical  Abridge- 
ment. 

Tribute.  Impoft  on  cattle,  I,  71,  74. — How  paid,  71. — Difpo- 
fition  of  Spain   as  to  this  tax,  II,  158. 

Ti'inity  (Spanifh  ifland  of).  Is  a  proof  of  the  difficulty  of  new 
fettlements,  //,  215. 

Troops.  Thpfe  of  the  Spanifh  part,  /,  137. — Thofe  originally 
fent  to  Saint  Domingo,  137.= — Their  ficknefles,  II, 
203. 

Turk-ijlands.     Their  fituation,    I,     313.  —  Their   true   name, 

3i3- 

Turtle.— See  Tortoifes. 

Tythes.  I,  122,  123. — The  new  cleared  lands  are  exempted 
from  them,  124.— They  belong  to  the  king,  II,  42. — 
From  what  they  are  collected,  42,  43. — There  are  no 
perfonal  tythes,  43. — Country  tythes*  43. — Produce  of 
what  is  collected  from  horned  cattle,  163. 


u. 


United  States  of  America.  They  fend  horfes  to  Saint  Domingo, 
II,  139. — Georgia  has  fent  mules  to  Saint  Domingo, 
145.— They  furnifh  oxen,  152. — Actual  conduct  of 
England  relatively  to  them,  235,  and  following. — Ideas 
on  their  commerce,  extent,  and  power,  235  £ff  fol- 
lowing. 

XJnlverftty.    One  a,t  §anto  Domingo,  I,  60,  136. — II,  84. 

Vol.    II.  R  r 
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V. 


Vacancy  of  Benefices,  II,  44. 

/^//^y  of  Confiance.  Its  fituation,  I,  236. — Extremely  well 
adapted  to  cattle,  236.— Its  temperature,  237,  281-.=: 
It  may  ftill  ferve  to  open  a  communication  between 
North,  South  and  Weft  of  the  Spanifh  colony,  237. 

¥ alliere  (Parifti  of).  Circumftances  relative  to.  the  bounds  of 
its  .  territory,  /,  .xix,  of  the  hijlorical  Abridge- 
ment. 

Valverde  (Don  Antoine  Sanchez).  Has  publifhed  a  work  on 
Spanifh  Saint  Domingo,  I,  35. — He  has  the  intention 
of  writing  the  hiftory  of  Saint  Domingo,  35. — His 
eulogium,  35  149.— His  plantation,  106, — What  he  fays 
on  the  watering1  of  the  Plain  of  Artibonite,  272. — 
His  reproaches  to  M.  de  Paw,  307.  —  What  he 
thinks  of  the  refources  of  the  Spanifh  part,  II, 
155. — His    opinion    on     the    importance    of    Mines, 

Vanz. — See  Bani  ■ 

Vega  (Territory  of).  Its  fituation,  bounds,  I,  228. — Its  cele- 
brated crofs,  230.' — Indifferent  culture,  233.  —  Has 
fome  fugar  plantations,  233. — Its  population,  133. — 
They  there  make  the  firft  fagar  manufactured  at  Saint 
Domingo,  303. — Precautions  te  be  taken  in  cafe  of  an 
attack,  II,  201. 

•j- —  (To.vn  of).  The  ancient  town  was  founded  by  the 
Spaniards  where,  the  capital  of  the  Kingdom  of  Magua 
ftood,  I,  33,  228,' — It  has  been  the  feat  cf  a  Bifhop, 
121,  229. — Confiderable  quantity  of  gold  was  minted 
there,  229. — Its  arms  229. — Its  Bifhoprick  united  to 
that  of  Santo  Domingo,  230.— It  is  in  its  Church  that 
the  firft  high  mafs  is  fung  ot  Saint  Domingo,  Las  Caf&s 
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officiating,  230. — It  is  nearly   deftroyeel  by  an  earth- 
quake, 231. — Situation  of  the  adtual   town,  231,   232. 
— Why    called   Begue    by    the     French,     231.  —  Its 
ftreets,    houfes,  231. — Diftance   from  different  places, 
232. 
Vega-Rial.      The    finer!   plain    in    the  iiland,   I,    226,    251. — ■ 
Errors    which    it    occaiions    Charlevoix    to    commit, 
227. — What  Columbus  underftood  by  this  name,  228. 
—  Columbus   caufes  a   fort   to  be    conftrudled    there, 
228. — Three  great  rivers    flow   through  it  as  it  {lands 
in  length.  256. — Advantages  which  it  might   procure, 
252. — Almoft   without  utility  now,   252. — They    rear 
cattle  253. — They  cultivate  tobacco   there,  253. — Dif- 
ferent ways  of  dividing  it,  255. 
Velafquez.     Who  conquered  the  iiland  of  Cuba,  was  the  founder 
of  the   borough  of  Banique,  I,  273. — Founded  Saint 
John  of  Maguana,  277. 
Vellofa.     Name  of  a  furgeon  of  Santo   Domingo,  firft  cultivator 
to  which    the  fuccefs    of   fugar-cane    was   due;  con- 
ftru&or  of  the  firft  fugar  mill,  I,  303, 
Venables.     His    enterprife  againft  the    Spanifh   colony,  I,    108, 

in. — He  takes  Jamaica,  108. 
Ferret tes  (French   borough  of).     Its  diftance   from    Hinche,  I, 

268. 
■Veffels  of  Regifter.-   They  ferve  for  the  trade  of  the   colonies, 
II,   125.' — Whence  comes  this  name,   125. 

(Spanifh)  of  War.     They  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Ocoa,  I3 

92,  98. 
Vice-Roy.     Firft  rank  in  America,  II,    1 1 
Vice-Royalty.     The  Spaniards  have  four  of  them  in  America,   II, 

11. 
Volcanoes.     Volcanic  marks,  I,  10. 

Voyages.     Their   difficulty   in    the   Spanifh  colony,  I,   60 .—See 
Road. 
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W. 


Waters.  Thofe  of  the  fed  have  covered  the  Antilles,  I,  7.— 
Their  ravages  at  the  time  of  inundations,  21,  28. — 
Ccnfidered  as  drink  25. — Are  fometirrres  deemed  a 
common  and  public   property,  II,   84. 

Waters-Mineral.  In  the  canton  of  Azua,  I,  94. — -Thofe  of  Ba- 
nique,   283,  l£  following. 

Wax.        Common  in  the  Spanifh  part,  II,  239. 

Whites.  They  form  the  moil  numerous  clafs,  I,  55.— See  Mor- 
tality §  Population . 

Wind.  Caufes  a  great  variety  in  the  climate  and  temperature, 
/,  14. — Its  falutary  effects,  15. — That  of  the  Eaft, 
15. — That  which  blows  from  the  mountains,  15. — 
Stronger  at  the  equinoctial  and  folllicial  epochs,  16. — 
Its  favages  during  hurricanes,  26. — See  Breefe  ,• 
Hurricanes  s  Norths. 

■ (Trade-)     I,  14. 

Wives.  Connection  prohibited  between  thofe  of  the  auditors 
and  other  officers  of  juftice,  with  other  women,  II, 
29. — When  President's  and  Auditor's  wives  cannot 
enter  the  iniide  of  the  Convents  of  women,  44. — 
Thofe  of  the  Prefident,  Auditors,  and  Fifcal  have  & 
place  purpofeiy  for  them  at  Church,  64. — Cafes  where 
their  Hufbands  mull  be  fent  to  them,  89. — See  Creoles- 
Spanijh,    (Women). 

Woods.  Tiiofe  of  the  mountains  of  Azua,  I,  94. — Thofe  which 
are  between  Nifao  and  Nigua,  108. — The  banks  of 
Yuna  and  Camou  have  fome  of  the  moll  valuable 
kinds,  185. — Thofe  of  the  North  coafl,  215. — The 
nature  of  thofe  of  the  ifland  of  Saint  Domingo,  301. — 
Utility  of  thofe  ofLouifiana  to  the  French  colonies,  IT,  235* 
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Worm.     Which  deftroys  many  animals,  I,  j6>' 

Writers.     They  are  of  different  denominations,  II,  74,  75. — 

Their  functions,   74,  75. — Notary  Clerks,  75. — Their 

duties,  75. 


X. 


Xaragua.    One  of  the  five  kingdoms  of  Saint  Domingo,  l, 
33.  34. — Its  fituation,  34. 


Y. 


Yaqui  (River  of).    Near  the  chain  of  Sevico,  I,  217. 

— - —  (River   of  Great).      Its   fqurce  I,    88,    256.— Contain 
gold    fand,    244. — Its   width,    245. — Runs  through  a 
part  of  the  plain  of   Vega,    251.— It*  courfe,   251 
256,  257. — Can  be  rendered  navigable,  252. 

(River  of  Little,).     Its  fource,  I,   88. — It  falls   into  the 

Neybe,  89. — Could  be  rendered  navigable,  280. 

Yutna.     See  River  of  Higuey. 

Tuna  (River).  Falls  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Samana, 
I,  181,  222. — May  ferve  to  tranfport  wood  and  other 
objects  into  the  bay  of  Samana,  185. — Is  the  deepeft 
in  the  colony,  222. — Has  been  made  navigable,  222, 
252. — Utility  it  could  acquire,  233. — It  is  not  ford- 
able  where  crofTed  by  the  High-way  from  Saint  Domin- 
go to  Daxabon,  223.- — How  they  pafs  it,  223. — Its 
width,  223. — Runs  through  a  part  of  the  plain  of 
Vega,  25i.-~Its  fource  and  courfe  256. — Its  navigation. 
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would  be  a  great  refource  to  Vega,  256.—- Its   very 
banks  might  defend  it  from  an  enemy,  200. 


z. 


Zachee  (Wand).    Its  fituatipn,  I,. 3 13. —Whence'  derived    this 
name,  313. 


End  of  the   Table  of  Contents. 


ERRATA. 

Vol    I 

age     49 — Line — 19 — For      Cafiavium,     read    CafTavium- 
Bread. 

6-, _ — 20 — After  battes,  add  or  pontes. 

87- 9 — For  ninety-fix,  read  fixty-nine. 

107 laft — For  cotton,  read  coffee. 

1 3  9— 7 — After  Cuba,  add  Jamaica. 

273- 24— For  Chevalier,  read  Cavalier, 

280—  ■       -lit — For  millions,  read  thoufand. 

Vol     II. 

301 — Before  Ruft,  read  : 

Roots. — See  Food  of  the   Spanijb  Creoles. 


.     (Cf=  The  Reader    is  humbly   requefted  to    correcl  the  Typogra- 
phical inaccuracies. 


